WINEWISE

Volume 28 Number 2

What’s In This Issue?
Orange Regional Tasting
Page 3

Chardonnay

Page 5

Riesling

Page 5

Recently Tasted

Page 6

Sauvignon Blanc

Page 8

Pinot Gris/Grigio

Page 8

Other Whites

Page 9

Sparkling Wine

June 2012

Regional Focus - Orange, NSW

T

he Orange wine region in NSW is
one of the most intriguing places
in Australia. Not only is it a true coolclimate wine growing area, but it is
also the only wine region in the world
to be officially defined by elevation.
Situated on the slopes of a 13.8
million year old volcano, Mount
Canobolas, the simplest description
is that everything from the peak of
Mount Canobolas (1395m) down to the
600-metre contour line is the Orange
wine region. Everything below isn’t.

There was a plan to define everything
below 600 metres, but within the
Page 10 Shiraz
shires of Blayney, Cabonne and
Orange City, as Orange Foothills
Page 11 WINEWISE HALF DOZEN
to differentiate it from the greater
region of the Central Ranges. However,
Page 12 Cabernet Sauvignon
this has not come to fruition as yet.
Page 14 Pinot Noir

Climatically, Orange is obviously
greatly influenced by its elevation.
Page 15 SVA Trophy Winners
Mean January temperature is 19.9 C
̊ and
average rainfall is 440mm, the majority
Orange Regional Tasting (cont) of it coming during winter and spring.
Page 19 Cabernet Blends
Page 20 Other Red Varietals
Page 22 Iconic Penfolds
Page 24 Tarrawarra

Nights tend to be very cool during the
growing season, and it can become
windy which can be both desirable and
problematic. On the plus side it keeps
spring frosts at bay, on the minus it can
hinder fruit-set. Snow falls most years.

There are various soil types within
the region including volcanic basalt,
deep red / brown clay loams and
Page 29 2010 Chardonnay
terra rossa with evident limestone.
Together it creates diversity requiring
Page 29 Pinot Noir
careful decisions on site selection.
Elevation, slope and soil together
Page 30 Deconstructing Dead Arm with varietal match and low cropping
are keys to the success of the region.
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Next Issue

Major vineyard development eased
Plenty of new releases including in the region around 2000 due to
restrictions on irrigation. Thus Orange
2012 whites.
has become the domain of the small
A full report on the 2012 Winewise producer, giving winemakers the chance
to concentrate on producing wines
Small Vigneron Awards
Continued Page 27
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Chardonnay
Outstanding

June 2012

2008 Printhie MCC Chardonnay
This wine shows white peach and struck
match characteristics. It’s intense and
tight, and still very fresh, with a good
acid lift on the finish.
2011 Swinging Bridge Reserve
Chardonnay This is a very vibrant
young chardonnay showing grapefruit
aromas and flavours together with
subtle barrel ferment complexity. The
palate is appealingly creamy and long.

2009 De Salis Chardonnay
The
nose shows very attractive fresh white
peach with subtle complexity and a
touch of toasty oak. The palate is long
and creamy, with a strong backbone of
regional acidity. ($45.00)

2011 Ross Hill Maya & Max
Chardonnay Nicely restrained white
peach with nougat hints. Good texture,
length and freshness. ($18.00) Excellent
Value
2011 Belgravia The Apex Chardonnay Just a little too forward, but
has good texture and acidity. The oak
comes through on the finish.
2009 Borredell Chardonnay There’s
impressive fruit and complexity here.
It’s rich and creamy, but is definitely in
its drinking window.
Recommended
2011 Philip Shaw No 11 Chardonnay
Complex and funky on the nose, but the
palate is lean at the moment. It needs
time to fill out, and is worth cellaring.

.
2011 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series
Chardonnay This is a vibrant white
peach and grapefruit style with subtle
nougat overtones. The palate offers
excellent intensity, texture and balance,
with a fresh acid finish which is so
typical of Orange. ($32.00)
Highly Recommended
2011 Cumulus Climbing Chardonnay
A very restrained, but bright and subtly
complex citrus-scented chardonnay.
Long, vibrant and creamy in a more
austere style.
2009 De Salis Wild Chardonnay
Intense and complex, showing positive
bottle age. The palate is beautifully
textured, but shows just a little too
much oak. ($N/A)
2010 Cumulus Chardonnay
An
excellent intense white peach varietal
with subtle complexity and a long,
creamy palate

2011 Cumulus Rolling Chardonnay
(Central Ranges - CR) Very attractive
white peach and melon overtones with
hints of nutty nougat. There’s a strong
line of acidity which is matched by good
fruit persistence.
2011 Angullong The Castle Chardonnay (CR) Fresh white peach and
melon. Quite taut, showing oak, but has
good length.
2010 De Salis Wild Chardonnay
Plenty of fruit, nuts and butter – in fact,
plenty of everything including oak and
acid.
2010 Angullong The Castle Chardonnay Attractive peach-nougat. High
acid jars a little with the fruit sweetness.
2010 De Salis Chardonnay This
wine offers considerable fruit richness,
but oak shows through. Good line and
length. Slightly too much oak.
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2007 Patina Reserve Chardonnay
Nicely developed richness. Toasty
overtones. Plenty of depth, but the finish
is firm.
Agreeable
2010 Printie MCC Chardonnay
Intense, edging to tropical with a funky
edge. Plenty of flavour but not quite the
right funkiness.
2011 Printhie MCC Chardonnay
Full, quite complex nuts and butter.
Sweet and sour.
2011 Zinga Chardonnay
Pale.
Restrained by sulphur dioxide. Quite
backward and lean at the moment.
2007 Patina Chardonnay Mature but
fresh peachy fruit. Quite nutty. Plenty of
acid.

2011
Hedberg
Hill
Lara’s
Chardonnay Strange apricot kernel
character. Very dull/oxidised.
2010 Faisan Chardonnay Intense,
but the sulphides overlay is heavy. A
bit dull and oaky.
This is where the strength of Orange
lies. There have been attempts to
promote Orange via sauvignon blanc
but they are misguided. Chardonnay is
suited to a range of sites and altitudes
in Orange, and expresses the region
beautifully.
We offer one piece of advice to some
producers. The regional acidity needs
to be balanced by fruit intensity,
complexing factors and textural
elements.

2010 Brangayne of Orange Isolde
Chardonnay Slightly forward simple
yellow peach. Big, simple and charry.
2010 Highland Heritage Chardonnay
A bit too advanced and oaky.
2010 Mortimers Chestnut Garth
Chardonnay Very forward. Soft and
buttery but firm as well.
2011 Brangayne of Orange Chardonnay Very restrained, fresh citrus/
nougat. Has good fruit weight but is too
acidic.
Acceptable
2011 Bantry Grove Chardonnay
Somewhat plain, dull and oaky. Slightly
jarring acidity.
2011 Philip Shaw The Architect
Chardonnay Rich peachy nose with
slight nutty complexity. Acid a bit hard
on the finish.
2010 Sharpe Redemption Chardonnay Shows a wet dogs pungency.
Lacks fruit and finishes with high acid.
2011 Word of Mouth Chardonnay
Shows citrus aromas but is too forward.
Hard resiny oak and acid finish.

June 2012

Orange@Sydney
Orange will unveil its regional
treasures to Sydney. On Thursday 23rd
August and Friday 24th August from
11.30am to 2.30pm each day, Sydney
will be able to experience the Orange
region as the producers, winemakers,
representatives of the accommodation
industry, entertainers and chefs
descend on Martin Place.
The two days in Martin Place will
be led by Orange’s food and wine
producers with the ‘long table cellar
door’ offering free tastings. Orange’s
musicians and singers will provide
further entertainment and a range
of supporting stalls will complete the
Orange experience.
Special guest at the event will be
2011 Masterchef winner, Kate Bracks.
Taste Orange@Sydney is the largest and
most comprehensive showcase of Orange
ever to be set up outside the region.

2010 Logan Chardonnay A bit simple
and oaky. Lean and acid.
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Acceptable
2011 Hedberg Hill Peter’s Riesling
Some sulphide intrusion dulls the nose,
and the finish is very tart.

Highly Recommended

2010 Coffee Hill Riesling
freshness, and is quite firm.

Lacks

2011 Patina Scandalous Riesling
Dull, with oxidised brown apple overtones.

2011 Cargo Road Riesling The very
attractive floral/lime aromas make a
strong varietal statement. The bone-dry
palate is long and acid-fresh. ($25.00)

Recommended
2011 Belgravia Riesling Fresh and
floral, with touches of citrus. The palate
is attractively lemony, and finishes with
crisp acidity.
2009 Highland Heritage Riesling
Shows some development, but has limey
varietal character. At its peak. Drink
soon before it dries out.
2011 Icely Rd Riesling A restrained
style with delicate floral aromatics and
a slightly firm finish.

Agreeable
2011 Printhie MCC Riesling Very
pale colour. An adventurous riesling in
the Alsace style with lees and solidsderived textural elements, a hint of
sweetness and a crisp acid finish.
2011 Word of Mouth Riesling Offers
perfumed aromatics, but is slightly dull.
The acid finish is fairly hard.
2009 Patina Riesling Shows some
varietal citrus, but is slightly advanced.
Has reasonable flavour. Absolutely
ready.
2008 Mayfield Vineyard Riesling A
developed style with a hint of kerosene.
Definitely drink now.
2010 Printhie MCC Riesling Showing
some
development
and
phenolic
firmness, but is interesting, with some
European funk and minerality.

2010 Highland Heritage Nikki D
Riesling Developed, showing toasty
aged characteristics, and kerosene
aromas.
Riesling is at home in the environment
of Orange, but it demands careful
handling. To make the pristine
Australian style of riesling is an
exercise involving great attention to
detail. Only the top wine ticked all the
boxes.
We support those who choose to follow
the more radical path towards the
European style. This may involve
oxidative handling, solids and/or lees
contact. To introduce a significant
level of artifact without losing varietal
character is challenging.
Given that very good Alsace riesling is
currently on the market for $15.00, the
challenge has become even greater.

RECENTLY TASTED
Two very fine chardonnays - 09
Greywacke Marlborough & 10 Grosset
Piccadilly. If you like old world Puligny,
try these new world gems. They both
have the quality, intensity, texture
and grip of top quality white burgundy.
2009 Greywacke Marlborough
Chardonnay Here’s a chardonnay
with plenty of everything – but it’s
all in balance. The weight of fruit
and texture are impressive, as are
the structure and acidity. ($33.50)
Excellent Value Outstanding
14.5% Screwcap
2010 Grosset Piccadilly Adelaide
Hills Chardonnay This spectacular
chardonnay has it all – freshness,
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Sauvignon Blanc
Highly Recommended
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2011 Brangayne of Orange Sauvignon Blanc Fresh and restrained,
with a slightly grassy nose and a good
racy palate. This wine offers clearly
defined varietal character without
resorting to any excesses.
($22.00)
Excellent Value
2011 Belgravia Sauvignon Blanc
Here’s a picture of attractive restraint
with just enough varietal character.
The palate is intense and racy. ($20.00)
Excellent Value

Recommended
2011 Orange Highland Sauvignon
Blanc There’s a big impact of passionfruit and nettle on a nose that also
shows some thiol sweatiness. A flavourpacked wine with racy acidity.
2011 Zinga Sauvignon Blanc Very
fresh, with herbal characteristics. Dry
and uncompromising, but varietal.
2011 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series
Sauvignon Blanc
Slightly funky
and minerally, with a grassy underlay.
Offers good fruit and acidity, but the
sulphidic component is fairly prominent.
A love-hate wine.
2011 Habitat Vineyard Sauvignon
Blanc An attractive, fresh, intense
gooseberry style with loads of flavour.
Intriguing and absolutely ready to
drink.

Agreeable

2011 Philip Shaw No 19 Sauvigon
Blanc The grassy aromas and flavours
are set against a background of leesderived complexity, including sulphides.
Some will call it funky and good. Others
will say it’s forward. We say it certainly
isn’t boring.
2011 Charles Sturt University
Orange Sauvignon Blanc The nose
is attractive and restrained, suggesting
citrus & minerality. The palate is tight
and fresh, but on the light side.
2011 Orange Mountain Sauvignon
Blanc Shows some grassy varietal
character but is slightly dull. The
palate is a little phenolic, needing more
varietal character.
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2011 Hedberg Hill Guy’s Sauvignon
Blanc
There’s a hint of varietal
character, and adequate flavour, but
barely enough freshness.
2011 Mortimers Autumn Series
Sauvignon Blanc Slightly forward,
with citrus and tropical fruit flavours.
The palate finishes with hard acid.

Acceptable
2011 Highland Heritage Sauvignon
Blanc The nose is lively, but shows too
much greenness by way of methoxypyrazines. The palate is lean.

2010 Printhie MCC Sauvignon Blanc
Advanced, lacking varietal character.
Hard and lean.
2010 De Salis Wild Fumé Advanced
and dull, showing cheesy characteristics.
A brave experiment.
Sauvignon blanc is one of the standardbearers for Orange and, on the surface,
this
tasting
looks
disappointing.
However, the top few wines show what
can be achieved despite the adverse
conditions of recent years.

2010 Patina Fumé Somewhat lifeless,
lacking varietal character.
2011 Cumulus Climbing Sauvignon
Blanc Too forward, showing only a
little varietal character.
2011 Printhie Mountain Range
Sauvignon Blanc Full, complex and
mealy, but not varietal on the nose. It’s
better on palate, with reasonable fruit
and acid.
2010 Borrodell Sauvignon Blanc A
fuller style that doesn’t show a lot of
varietal character.
2011 Swinging Bridge Orange
Sauvignon Blanc Slightly dull, but
has some grassy characteristics. It’s a
bit hard and sulphidic on the palate.
2011 Printhie MCC Sauvignon
Blanc Deep colour. Shows advanced
tropical fruit characteristics.
2010 Bantry Grove Sauvignon
Blanc Grassy and apple-like, with a
slightly sweet palate which shows some
sweatiness.
2011 Patina Sauvignon Blanc The
nose and palate are dull, with little
varietal character.
2011 Angullong Sauvignon Blanc
Quite dull, with a firm, broad palate.
2011 Logan Orange Sauvignon
Blanc Shows tropical notes with a
suggestion of volatility.
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Taste Orange
The Orange Wine Week Event Program is
packed with activities. The full program
will be released at TasteOrange@
Sydney in Martin Place. This will also
be on our website, www.tasteorange.
com.au, from the 23rd of August.
A new event for this year wine week
“The Winemaker Table” on Monday the
22 October is taking place in the historic
village of Millthorpe. A long table affair
with the Millthorpe chefs matching a
dinner with the region’s wines.
For those who have not experienced the
ambience of Pym Street in Millthorpe, day
or night, this is an event not to be missed.
Limited tickets are will be available.,
Please let the Taste Orange office know
if you would like to be notified early for
ticket sales.
Tickets will go on sale August 27 at www.
tasteorange.com.au

Twitter:
@LesterJez for upto-date comment
Go to:
www.winewise.net.au for
wines you should not wait
to buy
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Pinot Gris/Grigio
Highly Recommended
2011 Belgravia Pinot Gris
Fresh
and varietal, with good intensity of
poached pear aroma and flavour. Fresh
and long. The palate is textured and
well balanced. ($20.00) Excellent Value

June 2012

Orange, in theory, is well suited to pinot
gris, but it still faces the same problems
as the rest of Australia, namely
phenolics and lack of flavour. The top
three wines give us hope for the future.

Other Whites

Recommended

Highly Recommended

2011 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series
Pinot Gris There’s plenty of varietal
character here in the form of full, rich
poached pear that is just a little forward.
A very textural wine to enjoy now.

2011 Angullong The Pretender
Savagnin (CR) The nose is very fresh,
showing citrus and pear aromas. There’s
a faint sweetness to the palate, but it’s
very well balanced and packed with
flavour.

2011 Angullong Fossil Hill Pinot
Gris
This wine shows distinct pear 2011 Logan Weemala Gewürzaroma but is slightly forward, and traminer Strongly varietal but just a
finishes with plenty of acid.
little too forward and slightly sweet.
Drinking well now.

Agreeable

2011 Angullong Verdelho Very fresh
2011 Printhie Mountain Range apple-like aromas with a faint hint of
Pinot Gris
Quite malty, showing grass. The palate is racy, long and quite
some lees character. The palate is firm intense.
but certainly doesn’t lack flavour.
2011 Logan Weemala Orange Pinot
Gris Very rich poached pear, brioche
and toast. Intense and dry, but a little
too grippy on the finish.

2010 Orange Mountain Viognier
Very impressive nose showing fresh,
subtle apricot aromas. Restrained
and quite acidic for a viognier, but it’s
unquestionably varietal.

2011 Word of Mouth Pinot Grigio
Recommended
Fairly light, but has some pear varietal
2011 Cumulus Rolling Sauvignon
character. Tends lean on the finish.
Blanc Semillon Shows some fresh
lemony semillon character and has
Acceptable
plenty of flavour with some development.
2011 Orange Highland Pinot Gris
Varietal, with some green melon 2011 Belgravia Roussanne Plenty of
character. Slightly sweet, but balanced. mango and pear-like fruit on the nose.
There’s a little hint of volatile acidity.
Clean and long, with a slight firmness.
2010 Edgecombe Pinot Gris
Rich 2011 Cargo Road Wines Gewürzand full, showing some development. A traminer A fresh musk-stick style.
bit too firm, and slightly too sweet.
Cleanly made, showing a hint of
sweetness. Slightly too phenolic
2011 Cumulus Climbing Pinot Gris
Quite forward. Plenty of flavour, with a
Agreeable
hint of sweetness, but it’s too phenolic.
2010 Hedberg Hill Claudia’s Viognier
2011 Brangayne of Orange Pinot Quite mature but has gingery varietal
Grigio
Lean & hard, with a strange character. Not quite fresh enough.
Parmigiana pungency.
2011 Twisted River Viognier (CR)
2011 Stockman’s Ridge Rider Pinot Grapey, showing sulphur dioxide. Not
much varietal character.
Gris Quite pungent and sweet.

Page 8

WINEWISE

Volume 28 Number 2

June 2012

2011 Belgravia Gewürztraminer
Quite fresh and grapey. Lychee aromas.
There’s a very strong line of acidity
which produces a tart finish.

Sparkling

Acceptable

Recommended

2010 Borrodell Gewürztraminer
Developed colour. Too forward. Firm
and fairly tart.

NV Edinburgh Palace by Philip
Shaw
A complex wine showing a
touch of aldehyde and brioche. Rich and
interesting, but carries a little too much
artifact.

2010 Twisted River Chardonnay
Viognier Full, fresh and apricotscented, but shows too much oak.
2010 Philip Shaw The Dreamer
Viognier Funky sulphides dominant.
Not a lot of fruit on the nose. Very hard
acidity.
2009 Dindima Semillon Shows some
maturity, but still offers plenty of fruit
richness. Complex and nutty, with a
strong line of acidity.
Diam Cork
This is an interesting mixed bag of
wines that testifies to the versatility
of the Orange region. Excessive acidity
was an issue with some wines.
Continued from Page 5

intensity, balance and structure.
White peach varietal character
merges beautifully with the subtle
oak, and the palate has a pleasing
textural grip often seen in top white
burgundies, but uncommon in Australian
chardonnay. ($53.00) Outstanding
13.5% Screwcap
2010 Cherubino Margaret River
Chardonnay
An attractively
grapefruity chardonnay with subtle
nougat complexity on both nose and
palate. It needs 1-2 years to settle and
harmonise the acidity with the other
palate components. Excellent potential.
($49.00) Highly Recommended
13.0% Screwcap
** Larry Cherubino has released several
wines in the past few months, and all
of them are worthy of your attention.
Larry’s shiraz from Frankland River
and cabernet from Margaret River,
of which there are a few bottlings,
are of the highest quality. Larry has
certainly claimed his place among
Australia’s finest winemakers. LJ

2011 Rolling Pinot Grigio Chardonnay (CR) The fresh nose is scented
of musk and apple. The dosage shows on
the palate, but there is good fruit and
acid, with an excellent mousse.
2011 Zing Sparkling A faint hint of
breadiness complements the apple-like
aroma, and the fine bubbles lift the
primary fruit on the palate.

Agreeable
NV Angullong Chardonnay Pinot
Noir Brut (CR) Very fresh and applelike, with a bready hint. The palate is
youthful, with a good mousse and a
decidedly acid finish.
2011 Twisted River Sparkling (CR)
Very fresh but simple. A clean style with
apple characteristics and prominent
acidity.
NV Borrodell Pinot Meunier Pinot
Noir Chardonnay
Light orangepink colour. Shows very musky pinot
characteristics and has a lot of flavour,
but not much finesse.
2009 Logan Vintage M Cuvée Pinot
Noir Pinot Meunier Orange-pink
colour. The nose is strongly pinot –
musky/bready – and the palate is a bit
broad.

A group of well made bubblies. Most
are a little too young and primary for
our top ratings, but we were pleased to
see that Philip Shaw is most certainly
focused on complexity.

Continued Page 23
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Agreeable

Outstanding
2011 Philip Shaw The Idiot Shiraz
This is a vibrant dark cherry/spice
shiraz which is intense, long and fine.
It’s a fragrant, complex, medium-bodied
style which typifies cool area shiraz.
($18.95) Excellent Value

Highly Recommended
2009 Angullong Shiraz The nose
shows attractive dark berry and spice
aromas, and the palate delivers on that
promise. A good medium-weight spicy
style. ($17.00) Excellent Value
2010 Printhie MCC Shiraz This wine
offers intense blackberry, spice and
licorice aromatics. The delicious palate
is long, fine and firm. ($33.00)

2011 Twisted River Shiraz (CR)
Quite aromatic - fragrant cherry with
a hint of spice. Very appealing. Slightly
light, but very drinkable.
2008 Dindima Shiraz Big, ripe, dark
berry. The tannins are solid, but the
palate has the fruit to cope reasonably
well.
2009 Angullong Fossil Hill Shiraz
Viognier There’s good intense blackberry aroma here but also a “sweet”
DMS (dimethyl sulphides) overtone.
2010 Cumulus Climbing Shiraz
Quite plummy but fresh. The palate is
firm, with slightly furry tannins.
2009 Philip Shaw No 89 Shiraz A
very dense red with charry/bacony oak
which is too overt.

2010 Belgravia Syrah
A spicy/
blackberry shiraz with nicely integrated
oak. The palate is firm, but fine, with
good length. Needs time.
($20.00)
Excellent Value

2010 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series
Shiraz Rich, ripe and charry. A solid
red.

2010 Cumulus Rolling Shiraz (CR)
Very much an intense, spicy blackberry
style. The palate delivers lovely juicy
fruit with firm, balanced tannins.
($17.50) Excellent Value

2009 Stockman’s Ridge Outlaw
Shiraz Big on flavour, but firm and
dull.

Recommended
2009 Moody’s Wines Shiraz
An
intense but raw blackberry style with
plenty of flavour and structure.
2009 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series
Shiraz This is a very dense shiraz
which is crammed with dark berry
flavour. On the firm side.
2009 Cumulus Rolling Shiraz (CR)
Offers blackberry fruit with a faintly
musty edge on the nose. The palate is
quite impressive and long, balanced by
fine tannins.
2005 Highland Heritage Shiraz The
nose is quite mature, with leathery
hints. The palate delivers good sweet
fruit. Drinking well now.

Acceptable

2009 Edgecombe Shiraz Has good
intense varietal fruit under harsh oak.
2010 Ross Hill Benny & Taylor
Shiraz Ripe but dull. Quite firm, with
obvious oak.
2010 Brangayne Shiraz Shows good
blackberry and spice, but is very oaky.
2010 Printhie MCC Shiraz Big and
ripe, but lacking vibrancy. Too firm.
2009 Mortimers Chestnut Garth
Shiraz A dense, powerful blackberry
style with bretty elements. Big and firm.
2009 Faisan Shiraz
Shows some
maturity and is faintly vegetal. Drying
out.
2009 Logan Shiraz Too leafy and light
for the tannins.
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The region is obviously capable of
producing top drawer shiraz. However
the strength in Orange shiraz will
always lie in the fine, medium-bodied
style. Some producers seem to be
pushing too hard to achieve extra
ripeness, and the tannin management
in some wines is less than good.
The better wines in this tasting
clearly demonstrate that shiraz and
an appropriate site in Orange are an
excellent match. We are just beginning
to see what can be achieved.

June 2012

WINEWISE HALFDOZEN

T

his half-dozen presents a great
opportunity to get to know some
of the best wines produced in the
Orange and Central Ranges regions.
Orange and Central Ranges are
genuine cool climate areas which are
now producing some exciting wines.
Here are six of them.
2011 Brangayne of Orange
Sauvignon Blanc
2011 Angullong Verdelho
2011 Cargo Road Riesling

Continued from Page 27
2009 Ben Haines Single Vineyard
Central Victoria Syrah This is a
delightfully complex, spicy style
with great length and fine tannins.
Enjoyable now, but will cellar.
($58.00) Highly Recommended
14.4% Screwcap
What a downright delicious red the
2010 Hahndorf Hill Blueblood
Blaufrankisch is. It’s very plush,
with abundant cherry and blueberry
aromas and flavours. Delicious drinking
now. ($35.00) Highly Recommended
14.0% Screwcap

2010 Cumulus Rolling Shiraz
2011 Philip Shaw The Idiot Shiraz
2010 Swinging Bridge Cabernet
Sauvignon

$119.00 plus freight
NSW/ACT $11.00 per carton
VIC $8.00
SA $11.00
QLD to Mackay $19.00

And here are a few of my tweets
The famed Leasingham Bin 49s of 4
decades ago are honoured & surpassed
by the 0 8 T i m A d a m s R e s e r v e
Clare Valley Cabernet Malbec
2010 Prunotto Dolcetto d’Alba
If you’re a fan of dolcetto, this will
keep you happy. If you’re exploring,
this is a good starting point.
Want to see where modern Italian white
wine is heading? Try the 2010 Fiano
(Sannio DOC) from La Guardiense.
Freshness guaranteed by screwcap.

QLD north of Mackay $22.00
NT $30.00
WA $27.00
TAS $15.00

To order, contact:
Phillips Cellars and Regional Wine
Centre, 119 Corio St, Shepparton
Vic 3630
Telephone: 03 5821 2051
Fax: 03 5831 5173
Payment by cheque or credit card
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Cabernet Sauvignon

I

t’s always reassuring when the cream
rises to the top in a blind tasting.
This time the two Ross Hill wines
shone out as we hoped they would.

Outstanding

2009 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series
Cabernet Sauvignon
A more
powerful, “serious” wine than the Tom
& Harry. The depth of varietal flavour
is amazing and the classic firm, fine
structure suggests that cellaring will be
richly rewarded. ($36.00)

Highly Recommended
2010 Swinging Bridge Cabernet
Sauvignon
Strongly varietal and
fresh, with nicely integrated oak which
is slightly bacony/charry. The rich cassis
flavour carries the oak and tannins very
well. ($19.00) Excellent Value

Recommended
2009 Ross Hill Tom & Harry
Cabernet Sauvignon
This is a
delightful cabernet sauvignon jampacked with vibrant blackcurrant
flavour. The tannins are very fine and
the background oak is a perfect fit.
($N/A)
** This wine won the Best Cabernet
Sauvignon medallion in this year’s
Winewise Championship. The secondplaced wine, the 2009 Ross Hill
Pinnacles Series Cabernet Sauvignon
was judged to be best cabernet sauvignon
in the recent Winewise Small Vigneron
Awards.

2008 Highland Heritage Cabernet
Sauvignon
Shows powerful blackcurrant fruit with obvious oak and
classic tannins. It’s just a little lean.
2009 Mortimers Autumn Series
Cabernet Sauvignon Powerful, pure
and varietal, but very tannic as well.
Needs time to soften.
2009 Philip Shaw No 5 Cabernet
Sauvignon Shows some maturity and
is a little too leafy on the nose. The palate
is long, fine and dry – in the claret style.
Cork
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2010 Cumulus Climbing Cabernet
Sauvignon A fresh combination of
blackcurrant and leaf with lots of power
and structure.
2010 Belgravia Cabernet Sauvignon
Very powerful – but has limited varietal
character. Intense, firm, and oaky, but
the tannins are fine.

Agreeable
2010 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series
Cabernet Sauvignon A bit advanced
and minty. The palate offers adequate
sweet fruit with furry tannins.
2008 Mayfield Vineyard Cabernet
Sauvignon Dull but ripe, with hints of
mint. Plenty of intensity and structure.
Too firm.

Acceptable
2010 Brangayne Cabernet Sauvignon Big, ripe and not very varietal.

June 2012

2009 Printhie Cabernet Sauvignon
Ripe but dull, with a hard finish.
2010 Ross Hill Tom & Harry
Cabernet Sauvignon Lacks freshness.
Finishes hard.
2005 Cargo Road Wines Cabernet
Sauvignon Big and ripe, but shows
mature varietal character. Drying out.
2010 Faisan Cabernet Sauvignon
Big, dense, faintly minty. Very firm and
drying.
Cork
2008 Sharpe Wines The Battered
Sauv Developed and green.
Ripening cabernet sauvignon in cool
environments can be challenging.
There are several dry, lean, hard wines
in this line-up, but the top wines are
particularly exciting.

2008 Cargo Road Wines Cabernet
Sauvignon A big red with slightly
charry oak.
2009 Hedberg Hill Oscar’s Cabernet
Sauvignon
Under-ripe spearmint
overtones. Too lean and firm.
2009 Dindima Cabernet Sauvignon
Ripe but dull. Lacks varietal character.
Cork
2009 Stockman’s Ridge Outlaw
Cabernet Sauvignon Big and ripe but
not fresh. Hard on the finish.
2011 Twisted River Cabernet
Sauvignon (CR)
Light spearmint
aromas. Far too light and green.
2009 Coonabaloo Special Preview
Cabernet Sauvignon Combines ripe
and green elements in an ungainly way.
2010 Swinging Bridge Reserve
Cabernet Sauvignon Ripe but a little
dull and minty.
2010 Printhie Mountain Range
Cabernet
Sauvignon
A
little
developed and minty. Seems to show
some
dimethyl
sulphides
(DMS)
character.

THE WINEWISE RATING SCALE
Outstanding
Exceptional
standard - a world class wine

by

any

Highly Recommended A very fine wine
which is a faultless example of the style
Recommended Has no faults and offers
most enjoyable drinking
Agreeable Lacks intensity, or may have
minor blemishes, but is still a pleasant
drink.
Acceptable Decidedly run of the mill,
and/or obviously deficient in some way
or other
Unacceptable A wine that, in our view,
provides no drinking pleasure.
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2009 Word of Mouth Pinot Noir
Fresh, light and slightly vegetal on the
nose. Too lean and green.

Highly Recommended
2009 Philip Shaw No 8 Pinot Noir
The nose shows fresh, elegant red berry
aromas, but this wine is all about palate,
which delivers good fruit intensity,
length and balanced firmness. ($40.00)

Recommended
2010 Philip Shaw The Wire Walker
Pinot Noir Fresh and attractive, with
faint forest floor complexity. It has good
length and fine, balanced tannins.
2010 Bantry Grove Pinot Noir The
nose is fragrant and varietal, with
subtle complexity. This is a well made
red which is firm and savoury.

Agreeable
2009 Orange Highland Pinot Noir A
fresh, vibrant, sour cherry style which is
slightly light and a bit too firm.
2008 Patina Pinot Noir There’s good
intensity of fresh cherry together with
complex notes and oak, but the finish is
a bit too astringent.
2011 Logan Weemala Pinot Noir A
primary red cherry style that provides
fresh, simple, early drinking.
2010 Brangayne Pinot Noir Has
good intensity of fresh cherry fruit, but
is too firm.

Acceptable
2009 Ross Hill Pinot Noir A
straightforward pinot that bit too solid
and firm for the fruit weight.
2010 Orange Mountain Pinot Noir
Shows fresh cherry fruit with slightly
charry oak. Has reasonable fruit weight,
but it’s oaky.
2010 Mortimers Brothers for Life
Pinot Noir
Has plum/red berry
aromas and flavours plus obvious oak.
It’s very firm and chewy.
2008 Mayfield Vineyard Pinot Noir
Light colour. Light red berry nose. Just
enough fruit for the tannins.

2009 De Salis Pinot Noir Shows light
red berry aromas and flavours plus oak.
Too astringent.
2008 Patina Pinot Noir Light, developed and vegetal. Very light flavour.
2011 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series Pinot
Noir Very pale colour and light but
fragrant nose. The palate is too light.
2011 Belgravia Pinot Noir Very pale.
OK as rosé
2006 Borrodell Pinot Noir Dull,
slightly stewed, strawberry. Very firm
finish.
2011 Word of Mouth The Very Cool
Red Very “bunchy“ Beaujolais style.
Just past rosé.
2010 De Salis Pinot Noir Light. Some
dullness on the nose. Very dry finish.

SUBSCRIPTION
INFORMATION

Six issues per year including air mail
post.
Australia $A70.00; New Zealand &
Papua New Guinea $A79.00; Asia
$A82.00; Europe & USA $87.00
Note: Credit card surcharges apply.
Mastercard & Visa add $2.00, American
Express add $3.50 per subscription.
Please post a cheque/money order or
credit card authority with name and
addess to:
WINEWISE, PO BOX 391, Belconnen
ACT 2616
If you are a current subscriber, please
use our EFT option:
BSB: 082902 Acct. No. 617374440
You must state your subscriber number
and as much of your surname as
possible, as the lodgment reference.
TELEPHONE: 61 (0) 412148577
editor@winewise.net.au
www.winewise.net.au
© 2012 Winewise ISSN 0815-0168
ACN 062 835 509

Page 14

WINEWISE

Volume 28 Number 2

June 2012

2012 WINEWISE SMALL
VIGNERON AWARDS
TROPHY WINNERS

BEST RIESLING 2011 Gilberts Mt
Barker Riesling (Mt Barker, WA)

BEST SEMILLON 2009 Gartelmann
Benjamin Semillon (Hunter Valley,
NSW)

BEST CHARDONNAY
Estate
Chardonnay
Peninsula, Vic)

2011 Paringa
(Mornington

BEST OTHER WHITE VARIETY 2010
Topper’s Mountain Gewürztraminer
(New England, NSW)
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BEST SAUVIGNON BLANC
2011
Sidewood Sauvignon Blanc (Adelaide
Hills, SA,)

BEST SWEET WHITE 2010 Pertaringa
Autumn Harvest Riesling (McLaren
Vale, SA)

BEST BLEND OF SEMILLON &
SAUVIGNON BLANC 2010 Warner Glen
Estate Margaret River PBF Sauvignon
Blanc Semillon (Margaret River, WA)

BEST PINOT NOIR 2009 K1 by Geoff
Hardy Pinot Noir (Adelaide Hills, SA)
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BEST SHIRAZ 2011 Leogate Estate
Wines Western Slopes Shiraz (Hunter
Valley, NSW)

BEST OTHER RED VARIETY 2010
Geoff Hardy Hand Crafted Lagrein
(Limestone Coast, SA)

BEST CABERNET SAUVIGNON 2009
Ross Hill Pinnacle Cabernet Sauvignon
(Orange, NSW)

BEST AUSTRALIAN CLASSIC BLEND
2010 Anvers Razorback Road Shiraz
Cabernet Sauvignon (Adelaide Hills,
SA)
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BEST SPARKLING 2001 Courabyra 805
Pinot Noir Chardonnay Pinot Meunier
(Tumbarumba, NSW)

BEST BORDEAUX BLEND
2010
Silkwood Cabernet Merlot (Pemberton,
WA)

BEST FORTIFIED
2009 919 Wines
Limited Release Vintage (Riverland,
Vic)

BEST OTHER RED BLEND 2010 Sons
of Eden Kennedy GSM (Barossa Valley,
SA)

We delayed this issue so we could present
the 2012 Small Vigneron Awards
Trophy winners to you promptly and in
a fitting manner. We apply the toughest
standards when awarding gold medals
and trophies, so you can be assured all
of our winers are top-drawer wines.
There will be a full report of the Small
Vigneron Awards in our August issue
which will follow in about four weeks.
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Cabernet Blends

Agreeable

Highly Recommended

2008 Dindima Cabernet Merlot
Very attractive cherry/berry fruit
shows out on both nose and palate.
This is a pleasant medium-weight
style with firm but balanced tannins.
Diam cork

2009 Printhie Swift Family Heritage
Cabernet Shiraz The nose offers
a fresh mélange of berries. This is
backed up by the palate which features
very fine tannins, excellent length
and balance. (Not yet released)
2008 Cargo Road Wines Cabernet
Merlot A vibrant dark cherry style with
the faintest hint of leaf. An intense, firm
red that demands cellaring. ($35.00)
2009 Sharpe Wines Gentlemans
Claret This is an intense, perfumed
berry/blackcurrant blend. It’s a very
elegant, long-flavoured, genuine
claret style. (Not yet released)

Recommended
2009 Angullong Cabernet Merlot
The fresh, powerful red berry aromas
are seductive, as is the rich, sweet
fruit. The tannins need a little time,
just a couple of years, to soften.
2009 Stockman’s Ridge Rider
Merlot Cabernet Franc The very
fresh, cassis-driven nose is very
appealing. There’s good mid-palate
fruit and the tannins are fine-grained.

2010 Brangayne Tristan
The
aromas and flavours reflect dark
cherry and blackcurrant. However,
the palate is a bit one-dimensional,
with a pronounced acid finish.
2010 Angullong Cabernet Merlot
A bright, light, supple dark cherry
style which offers simple but
pleasant enough drinking now and
for about the next twelve months.
2009 Philip Shaw No 17 Merlot
Cabernet Franc Cabernet
Sauvignon Bright translucent colour.
The vibrant, slightly light fruit isn’t
quite intense enough to carry the
acidity which is obvious on the finish.
2010 Ross Hill Isabell & Jack
Cabernet Franc Merlot This is
a fresh, rich dark cherry style of
red. There’s plenty of rich flavour,
but the finish is decidedly astringent.

Acceptable
2010 Printie Shiraz Cabernet
Shows dark berries on both nose and
palate, but the finish is firm and oaky.
2009 Logan Cabernet Merlot A
plum/dark berry style. It has good fruit
but the acid is too high and jarring.

2009 Charles Sturt University
Cellar Reserve Cabernet Shiraz
A lively red berry/blackcurrant
style. The palate is firm, rich and
cabernet-driven. Give it a year or two..

2010 Cumulus Rolling Cabernet
Merlot (CR) The spicy dark berry
aromas are fresh. The palate is light.

2006 Mortimers Jules There are
very intense dark berry flavours to
be enjoyed here. The palate is fresh
but shows a little too much oak, and
finishes quite dry. However, a couple of
years’ cellaring should soften the edges.

2005 Patina Cabernet Merlot
Quite mature. Firm and minty.
Cork

2009 De Salis St Em F Weak colour.
Light and leafy. Lacks intensity.

.
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2011 Angullong Fossil Hill Barbera
Fresh and fragrant, with a pleasing hint
of of rose petal. The palate is attractively
fruity, but light and too acidic.

Highly Recommended
2010 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series
Cabernet Franc There’s very good
concentration of red berry/blackcurrant
varietal flavour here. This is a wine of
impressive substance and structure,
with firm, fine tannins. ($36.00)
2010 Angullong Bulls Roar Tempranillo (CR) This wine presents a
pleasing weight of fresh dark berry
fruit with hints of licorice. It has a lot
of power and a firm but balanced tannin
structure. ($25.00) Excellent Value
2009 Sharpe Wines Shattered
Margot Merlot There’s a touch of
summer pudding berries on the nose
and, although firm, the palate is fresh
and has appropriate fruit weight. (Not
yet released)
2009 Angullong Fossil Hill Barbera
Brambly red fruits, typical of barbera,
show on the nose, and there’s plenty of
concentration supported by balanced
tannins. ($24.00) Excellent Value Sold
out at winery – available Union
Bank, Orange at time of writing.

Recommended
2009 Philip Shaw The Conductor
Merlot Shows fresh red fruits with a
touch of summer pudding fragrance. The
palate has good fruit weight together
with firm tannins.
2010 Swinging Bridge Merlot The
vibrant, attractive red berry/cherry
aromas have a lot of appeal. The palate
is initially quite supple, although the
tannin firmness lingers.

Agreeable
2011 Anson Farm Vineyard Tempranillo Bright but light colour. A very
fresh, early drinking red with red cherry
characteristics. An Orange joven!
2010 Cumulus Climbing Merlot A
richly flavoured red with plenty of dark
berry flavour. The palate is substantial
and firm.

2009 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series
Cabernet Franc Bright, light colour.
Red berry and leaf varietal characteristics are present on both nose and
palate, but there’s not enough fruit for
the tannin and acid.
2009 Icely Road Merlot A fresh
plummy/cherry style with very prominent acidity.

Acceptable
2010 Habitat Vineyard Merlot The
nose shows slightly stewed cherries, and
firm tannins outweigh the fruit.
2010 Hedberg Hill Beau’s Merlot
Lightish colour. Light plummy fruit.
A fresh wine that lacks body, and the
tannins are too firm for the fruit weight.
2008 Sharpe Wines Just Franc
Lightish colour. Fresh but slightly
green. Just enough fruit, but still on the
green side.
2011 Hedberg Hill Lee’s Tempranillo
Fresh, slightly peppery, red fruits. What
fruit this wine has is appealing, but
there’s not enough of it.
2011 Angullong Fossil Hill Sangiovese A fresh dark cherry style, with
a green brambly overtone. The tannins
are hard and green.
2008 Highland Heritage Merlot
Colour lacks depth. The nose is slightly
stewed and dull, and grippy tannins
dominate the finish.
2009 Charles Sturt University
Merlot Bright but light colour. Slightly
green nose. Lacks flavour and finishes
green.
2008 Stockman’s Ridge Merlot
Shows some varietal plum and leaf, but
is starting to fade. The palate is firm
and short.
2008 Icely Road Sangiovese Mature
colour. This wine offers lightish cherry
aroma and flavour with forest floor
overtones. The palate is firm and hollow.
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2005 Patina Merlot
Mature, but
has varietal character and a menthol
overtone. The finish is short and dry.
2009 Printhie Merlot Shows slightly
stewed plums together with green
elements. The tannins are hard.
2011 Angullong Fossil Hill Sangiovese Vivid but light colour. Light
nose. Hints of cherry. Just past rosé,
with a high acid sting.
2009 Cargo Road Wines Merlot
Bright, slightly light colour. Fresh but
under-ripe, finishing with green acid.
2009 Stockman’s Ridge Rider
Zinfandel A bit tired and resiny, with
hard tannins.
2010 Belgravia Merlot Offers good
concentration of plum/dark berry fruit,
but is over-extracted and bitter.
2010 Printhie Merlot Just a touch
jammy on the nose. Lean, firm, acidic.
2010 Cargo Road Wines Zinfandel
Dull, ripe raspberry jam characteristics.
Sweet and sour.

If merlot is going to succeed anywhere
in Australia, it’s Orange. However,
the road ahead is still a long one, and
experimentation with new clones is
essential. Cabernet franc may also have
found a home in Orange, but time will
tell if it has the consistency to succeed
as a stand-alone variety.

June 2012

Sweet White
Highly Recommended
2011 Brangayne Late Harvest
Riesling This is a perfumed, floral/
citrus, strongly varietal wine. It’s gently
sweet, with good length in a balanced
spätlese style.
2009 Orange Mountain Ice Rich,
sweet and perfumed. The palate is very
sweet, but there’s a high level of acidity
that certainly freshens the finish.

Recommended
2011 Cargo Road Wines Botrytis
Gewürztraminer
A concentrated
botrytis style showing honey and citrus
rind characteristics. Volatile acidity
plays a part in lifting the finish of this
complex sweet white.

Agreeable
2011 Cargo Road Wines Moscato
Pale pink “gris” colour. This wine
shows perfumed lychee aromatics. It’s
a true moscato style finishing with high
acidity.
2008 Orange Mountain Ice Viognier
/Chardonnay Deep yellow. There’s
some smoky rot character to this very
sweet wine which finishes with good
acidity.
2011 Orange Mountain Ice Viognier
Intense and gingery, but slightly dull.
Very sweet, with high acidity.

Acceptable

Barbera works well for Angullong, but
it’s a high acid variety in a cool growing
environment. There will be times when
de-acidification becomes essential if
balance is to be achieved.

2010 Orange Mountain Ice Viognier
Fresh and faintly tropical. So sweet that
it cloys despite the acidity.

Tempranillo, given low cropping levels,
will succeed, but sangiovese will
struggle in the cool environment. We
forsee more hard, green sangioveses.
Why anyone decided to plant a difficult
warm-area variety like zinfandel in
Orange is beyond us.

Making sweet white in Orange is an
exercise in using acidity to balance and
lift the palate rather than allowing it to
dominate.
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A blend of one-third Coonawarra Cabernet
Sauvignon and two-thirds Barossa shiraz.

W

hen you spend your life in the
wine world it can be a bumpy
ride. It’s a bit like playing golf – you can
experience frustration, triumph, utter
despair and moments of sheer pleasure
- all in the same day. Then there are
those wine moments where the trying
times disappear and your spirits soar.
One of those occasions was the Penfolds
dinner at Berowra Waters (now closed,
sadly) after the Bin release tasting.

Every superlative has probably been used
for this wine that went to No. 6 with a
bullet in the Decanter ‘Top 100 wines to
try before you die’. I feel truly humbled
to say this was the third bottle I have
shared, and it was probably the best.

Apart from the wonderful food in a
picturesque setting, the wines were
sublime, not to mention extremely rare,
in some cases. It was an evening of wine
perfection where the ‘cork gods’ were
kind and every bottle opened perfectly.
Here are the mouth-watering details.
2006 Yattarna Chardonnay
(magnum) Abundant white peach and
vanilla leaps out of the glass, together
with lemon curd, biscuit notes and a hint
of struck match. The palate is tight and
frisky, with a creamy, leesy texture and a
lovely core of citrus and stone fruits. This
wine is still very much a kitten and has
years ahead of it. (Matured on lees for
nine months in French oak: 45% new and
55% 2yo. 100% malolactic) Outstanding
13.0% Cork

1953 Bin 2 Grange Now, this wine
was a revelation! After almost 60-years it
was still showing plummy preserved fruit
sweetness along with cedar, mocha and
slightly meaty characters. Surprisingly,
the acid line was still quite respectable,
the tannins supple and the finish
deserved a standing ovation. I thought
about this wine for days afterwards.
Both bottles (a Bin 2 and Bin 10) opened
beautifully - what a gem! Outstanding
12.8% Cork
A blend of 87% Shiraz, and 13% Cabernet
Sauvignon. (There was also a 100%
Cabernet Sauvignon made). Matured
18-months in new American hogsheads.
This was the first Grange to use fruit
from the Kalimna vineyard, and was
released under Bin 2, Bin 10 and Bin 86C.

1962 Bin 60A Showing a garnet core
and hue, scents of preserved plums,
earthy spices, licorice, coffee beans and
sandalwood float around the nostrils
before the same spices and plums take
over the mouth. The tannins are fine and
playful and the acid line is still evident,
as is the core of fruit that is a complete
surprise, as it pushes through to a lingering
farewell. A true Australian classic that
leaves you speechless. Outstanding

1976 Grange Dense core with a garnet
hue, aromas of exotically spiced berries,
anise, dark chocolate and cedar waft
around the glass before exploding into an
array of spices and preserved berries on
the palate. The tannins are fine-grained
and ample, with a good acid line and a
resounding finish. This wine belies its
36 years, and a good bottle like this one
would have at least another ten years of
rewarding drinking left. Outstanding
13.9% Cork
A blend of 89% Shiraz and 11% Caberent
Sauvignon. Matured 18 months in new
American hogsheads (300 litre barrels).
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1971 Grange Garnet in appearance,
this wine has more sandalwood, cedar,
earthy, meaty, mocha and licorice
characters on the nose, and is pretty
much the same on the palate. However,
it’s supported by soft, supple tannins,
and the acidity is hanging in there
with all it’s got. There’s still some life
in the old girl, but best to drink up
sooner rather than later. Recommended
12.3% Cork
A blend of 87% Shiraz and 13% Cabernet
Sauvignon. Matured 18 months in
new American hogshead barrels.
2004 Block 42 Kalimna Cabernet
Sauvignon As soon as I put my nose
into the glass, it reminded of a time in
my childhood when I fell off my bike
and face-planted into a blackberry
bush. Apart from being covered in
scratches from the thorns, I remember
the pungent aroma of the berries,
and that’s what I saw in the glass.
Along with the abundant blackberry
aroma, there was some leafiness, slight
tar, cherry compote and whiffs of dark
chocolate. Structurally, there was a
massive core of black fruits, evident
but balanced acidity, masses of finegrained, velvety tannins, balanced
oak and tremendous length. It’s still
very much a pup, but it looks like
it will develop well over the next 10
to 15 years. Highly Recommended
13.5% alc. Cork
Sourced from the ten acre Block 42
originally planted about 1885. It contains
some of the oldest plantings of cabernet
sauvignon in the world. Matured 13
months in new American hogsheads.
2002 RWT Shiraz This wine has always
been one of my favourite Penfolds,
and this was no exception. Showing a
dense colour with purple glints, copious
amounts of spiced black cherries appear
on the nose, together with anise and
dark chocolate. The palate is highly
spicy with a rich berry compote core,
tight, assertive tannins and decent
acid drive. This bottle still looked quite
adolescent, so should be good for at
least another ten years. Outstanding
14.5% alc. Cork
Sourced from various vineyards in the
Barossa Valley. Matured 14-months in
French oak: 66% new, 34% one year old.
Deb Pearce
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Continued from Page 9
2010 Petit Chablis (Simonnet-Febvre)
Attractively quincy aromas and flavours.
Slightly short but crisp, authentic palate.
Ideal with oysters or fried seafood.
($20.00) Excellent Value Recommended
12.5% Screwcap
Even better, as one would expect, is the
2009 Chablis Vaillons (SimonnetFebvre) which magnifies all the
positives of the Petit Chablis. ($35.00)
Excellent Value Highly Recommended
13.5% Screwcap
2011 Jones Road Mornington
Peninsula Chardonnay A well put
together chardonnay with nuances of
grapefruit and struck match. The long,
creamy palate features subtle oak. ($25.00)
Excellent Value Highly Recommended
13.0% Screwcap
The 2011 Ben Haines Warramunda
Vineyard Marsanne from the
Yarra Valley is distinctive, but true
to variety. Partial barrel ferment
adds interest and texture to the stone
fruit and honeysuckle overtones, and
the finish has a touch of slatiness.
($28.00) Highly Recommended
13.0% Screwcap
The 2010 Ben Haines Single Vineyard
Roussanne is also part barrel fermented,
and displays floral nuances together with
citrus and pear. Again, palate texture
is a highlight. Sadly this vineyard
has been replanted to shiraz and this
excellent, distinctive style has been lost.
($28.00) Excellent Value Outstanding
12.9% Screwcap
The 2010 Dopff au Moulin trio - Riesling,
Pinot Blanc & Gewürztraminer
are all fresh, delicious & exceptional
value at $13.00-$18.00 (Dan Murphy).
If you enjoy Alsace whites or wish to
experience them, don’t miss these.
Excellent Value Highly Recommended
2009 Stella Bella Margaret River
Serie Luminosa Cabernet Sauvignon
Quite complex cedar, blackcurrant, leaf
characteristics. The palate is tight,
long and fine. Cellaring required.
($75.00) Highly Recommended
14.0% Screwcap
Continued Page 27

Page 23

WINEWISE

S

Volume 28 Number 2

TARRAWARRA

ince the early nineties I’ve followed
the evolution of Tarrawarra with
considerable interest. It’s a story of
converting a dream to reality followed
by an almost fanatical commitment to
excellence. Tarrawarra isn’t unique in
the way all associated with it have gone
about establishing an elite wine estate.
The path to the top has been followed
by others – not many – but enough to
show the world that Australia is capable
of producing stunning wines from small
estates.

The vineyard and winery are located in
the Yarra Valley, occupying a hillside
between Healesville and Yarra Glen.
The site is very appealing to the eye, and
an excellent restaurant (open for lunch
Tuesday-Sunday) takes full advantage
of the vista. The Tarrawarra Museum of
Art is a must-visit in the Yarra Valley,
and with the cellar door, restaurant and
museum, it is easy to spend half a day at
Tarrawarra.
I’ve visited Tarrawarra quite a few
times over the past twenty years, and
became acquainted with winemaker
Clare Halloran shortly after she took
over in 1996. Clare has worked closely
with viticulturist Stuart Sissins for over
fifteen years fine-tuning the vineyard
and making big decisions on clonal
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selections and replacement – such as
grafting some pinot noir vines over to
merlot.
At a recent tasting of 32 Tarrawarra
wines I was able to look back, take in
the present and catch a glimpse of the
future.

Marsanne Roussanne Viognier
2010 Tarrawarra MRV
There
are fresh stone fruit aromas with a
leaning to apricot. The palate reflects
the nose, but is a little simple. The
structure and acidity will facilitate
2-3 years’ ageing.
Recommended
13.0% Screwcap

2009 Tarrawarra MRV Shows both
apricot and pear aromas with some
subtlety. This wine is fruit-sweet and
nicely ready. Recommended
12.5% Screwcap
2008 Tarrawarra MRV A complex,
multi-fruit white showing hints of pear,
citrus and stone fruit. There’s a dry
minerality to the long, textured palate.
Impressive. Highly Recommended
13.0% Screwcap
I think blending the three principal
Rhône white varieties is the way ahead.
Marsanne and roussanne need a lift,
and viognier is there to provide it – as
well as unctuousness.
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Chardonnay
2010 Tarrawarra Estate Chardonnay This is a fresh white peach
style with attractive background
complexity and a pleasant grip to the
finish. ($22.00) Recommended
13.5% Screwcap
2008 Tarrawarra Estate Chardonnay Shows some toasted nuts and
white peach, but is essentially fruitdriven. Enjoy it now. Recommended
13.5% Screwcap
2010 Tarrawarra Reserve Chardonnay A vibrant, complex chardonnay
with strong underlying white peach
aroma and flavour. The fruit is
supported by lightly-toasted nuts and
struck match characteristics. Palatewise, there’s creaminess, balance and
very satisfying length. A brilliant wine
that will age slowly for 5-10 years.
($60.00) Outstanding
13.0% Screwcap
2008 Tarrawarra Reserve Chardonnay Shows some fragrant mandarin
aroma together with hints of stone fruit.
The palate has grip and acidity without
quite the power and texture to provide
balance. Time may smooth out the
edges. Recommended
13.5% Screwcap
2006 Tarrawarra Reserve Chardonnay The citrus characteristics of
the ’08, including mandarin peel, are
present in this wine, as well as white
peach. However, there’s more power,
and the long, creamy palate is very
impressive indeed. More time needed.
($60.00) Outstanding
13.5% Screwcap
Note: This wine is currently available at
the winery, and it really is a must for
chardonnay lovers. I was tempted to
show it as an Excellent Value wine,
and it certainly is – compared to white
burgundies.
2005 Tarrawarra Reserve Chardonnay This is a brilliant wine. The
nose is complex, yet restrained and
delicate, and the varietal flavour lingers
long on the finish of a beautifully
balanced, textured palate. Give it
another five years and it will be even
better. Outstanding
13.5% Screwcap

2004 Tarrawarra Reserve Chardonnay
Cool-area grapefruit and
white nectarine characteristics show
out on this tight chardonnay which is
still evolving. Subtle complex notes and
oak provide just-right support. Another
3-5 years’ cellaring required. Highly
Recommended
14.0% Screwcap
2002 Tarrawarra Reserve Chardonnay Crème brulée and hazelnut
notes suggest that this wine has entered
its ideal drinking window. The palate
is creamy, long and satisfying. In this
example the cork has done its job.
Highly Recommended
14.0% Cork
2002 Tarrawarra Reserve Chardonnay
This wine is even more
restrained than the version under cork,
and still shows white peach varietal
character. It’s a delightful drink that
combines the positive elements of youth
and age, and although there may be
some improvement left, I see no harm
in twisting that screwcap.
Highly
Recommended
14.0% Screwcap
2001 Tarrawarra Reserve Chardonnay (Magnum) A nicely mature
chardonnay showing rich peachy
fruit, nuts and butter. The freshness,
creaminess and length of palate are
impressive. Highly Recommended
14.3% Cork
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2000 Tarrawarra Reserve Chardonnay This is the best bottle Clare
could find, and the corks failed to
perform. The wine has some fruit but is
drying out. Acceptable
13.5% Cork
2010 Tarrawarra MDB Chardonnay
Here’s a very closed chardonnay that
shows some white peach and reductive
complexity on the nose. However, it’s the
palate that gives the clue to its potential
greatness. The length, creaminess,
acidity and structure put it in a class of
its own. Brilliant! Outstanding
13.0% Screwcap
2006 Tarrawarra MDB Chardonnay
The 2006 Reserve is a stunning wine,
but somehow the MDB manages to lift
the stakes. It’s Puligny-like, combining
elegance and power, with complexing
notes of struck match and cashew nut.
The palate is structured, creamy and
very long. A true gem that will evolve for
at least another ten years. Outstanding
13.8% Screwcap

Pinot Noir

2010 Tarrawarra Estate Pinot Noir
An attractive, approachable pinot with
red berry aromas and flavours. The long,
lingering finish of this comparatively
delicate wine lifts it out of the ordinary.
($22.00) Highly Recommended Excellent Value
13.8% Screwcap
2008 Tarrawarra Estate Pinot Noir
Fresh and varietal, but a little light. The
tannins are fine and supple, allowing
enjoyable drinking. Recommended
14.0% Screwcap
2010 Tarrawarra Reserve Pinot
Noir A supple, delicious pinot noir
which is fine, fleshy and fragrant. It’s a
delightful drink now, but will still have
plenty to offer in 3-5 years. ($60.00)
Highly Recommended
13.5% Screwcap
2008 Tarrawarra Reserve Pinot
Noir
This is a finely structured,
perfumed pinot. The palate is supple
and elegant, but blessed with surprising
length. Enjoy it over the next couple of
years. Highly Recommended
13.5% Screwcap
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2006 Tarrawarra Reserve Pinot
Noir Has some fragrant notes, but
there’s a hint of Vegemite “over-worked”
character. The tannins are prominent.
Time will tell. Recommended
14.0% Screwcap
2004 Tarrawarra Reserve Pinot
Noir Nicely mature, with complex
herbal notes. The tannins are firm but
fine, in sync with the rest of the palate.
Drinks well now. Recommended
13.8% Screwcap
2003 Tarrawarra Reserve Pinot
Noir A bit plain and chunky in the
tannin department. Still offers fruit
sweetness. Agreeable
13.7% Screwcap
2002 Tarrawarra Reserve Pinot
Noir This vintage is quite lean and
vegetal. It hangs onto some sweet fruit,
but finishes green. Acceptable
14.0% Cork
2001 Tarrawarra Reserve Pinot
Noir Although comparatively youthful,
this wine is comparatively simple, with
slightly furry tannins. Agreeable
13.9% Cork
2000 Tarrawarra Reserve Pinot
Noir A mature wine that is still very
much alive, showing red fruits backed
by undergrowth complexity. Now at its
peak. Recommended
13.0% Cork
2006 Tarrawarra MDB Pinot Noir
The MDB is significantly different from
the 2006 Reserve. The nose is utterly
gorgeous and perfumed with beguiling
high notes, and the palate is long and
silky. In fact, it’s everything pinot noir
should be. Outstanding
14.0% Screwcap

Shiraz

2010 Tarrawarra J Block Shiraz
A delightfully spicy shiraz with an
impressive core of red fruits. The palate
is long and the fine tannins match the
fruit beautifully. Highly Recommended
14.5% Screwcap
2009 Tarrawarra J Block Shiraz
This wine shows red berry and rose
petal aromas on a very captivating
nose. The palate is just a little light, but
there’s still a lot of drinking pleasure
here. Recommended
14.5% Screwcap
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Continued from Page 2

2010 Tarrawarra K Block Merlot
If there are better Australian merlots
than this, I’d like to know. Vibrant red
cherry, plums and spices abound, and
the fine firm tannins provide a perfect
savoury edge to the voluptuous palate.
($35.00) Outstanding Excellent Value
14.0% Screwcap
2009 Tarrawarra K Block Merlot
This is a fragrant merlot with a hint of
brambly undergrowth character. The
palate is rich and supple, filled with
dark fruits. Highly Recommended
14.5% Screwcap
2008 Tarrawarra K Block Merlot
Red fruits and bramble bush show on
the nose and palate. The latter is a little
firm, lacking the finesse of the other two
merlots. Recommended
13.5% Screwcap
The quality across the whole range of
wines is very high. Clare Halloran pays
great attention to detail from vineyard
to bottle, and it shows. The finishing of
the red wines is particularly important.
Seamless palates and very fine tannins
pay tribute to impeccable winemaking,
and stamp Tarrawarra reds as wines
of the highest order. The chardonnay
style has evolved over the years, and the
wines now express the vineyard more
than ever, while still offering complexity
derived from fermentation and time in
barrel.
Tarrawarra is one of the finest wine
estates in Australia.
Lester Jesberg
Continued from Page 27
Seeking top-quality shiraz? Don’t
overlook the Hunter Valley. The 2010
wines from Pepper Tree (Jim Chatto)
and Andrew Thomas are up there
with the best Australia has to offer.
The 2010 Pepper Tree Coquun Shiraz,
an intense, perfectly poised, mediumbodied wine was my pick of Jim’s wines,
narrowly in front of the slightly more
fragrant Pepper Tree Tallavera Shiraz.
Andrew “Thommo” Thomas was not
to be outdone, and his flagship 2010
Kiss Shiraz is an exemplary example of
modern Hunter red, possessing length
and finesse. The 2010 Sweetwater and
2010 Motel Block aren’t far behind.
Continued Page 11

that express their regionality. The
grape mix is 60% red, 40% white, with
shiraz and chardonnay leading the way.
Sauvignon blanc is also widely planted.
Producers such as Logan’s and Printhie
have garnered many a good review,
along with a few gold medals, for
the distinctive styles they produce.
Chardonnay is undergoing a renaissance
in Orange, as it is in Australia generally.
The region’s cool expression and reduced
malolactic and oak influence has
it perfectly poised to compete. The
chardonnays of Orange offer aromas and
flavours in the citrus/grapefruit spectrum
and stylistically range from light and
elegant through to more full-bodied styles,
although the former is more common.
Shiraz appears to be the hero red of
the region. Orange shiraz is mediumbodied, showing blue and red fruits,
spice and chalky tannins, with
the occasional whole-bunch Rhô n e
influence included in good vintages.
Pinot Noir is also creating excitement and
has a future in the region, but it has a way
to go before it can complete with the more
established Australian pinot noir regions
such as the Yarra Valley or Mornington
Peninsula. However, success may come
as more winemakers gain experience
with the variety and vine age kicks in.
The Orange region has lifted its profile
in the past couple of years, possibly due
to capitalising on the growing trend of
cooler climate, medium-bodied wines
with less oak and more fruit expression.
It could be argued that Orange needs
more active brands, not necessarily a
big one, to draw more attention to the
region. At present Philip Shaw and
Bloodwood are probably the best known.
However, the one thing that Orange
is not short of is camaraderie amongst
its winemakers. It is a region that
is on the same page and they walk
the walk together. This is one of the
reasons why it is now one of the premier
wine producing regions of NSW.
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2011 Riesling
Highly Recommended
2011 Kilikanoon Mort’s Block
Watervale Riesling Slightly forward
lime aromatics lead to a clean, dry palate
of good length. A short term riesling
which has the flavour and balance to
provide very enjoyable drinking over
the next couple of years. ($22.00)
12.5% Screwcap

2011 Kirrihill Slate Creek Clare
Valley Riesling Very restrained nose,
with a hint of lime blossom. The palate
is quite austere, needing a little more
flavour. ($18.00)
12.0% Screwcap
2011 Four Winds Vineyard Canberra
District Riesling The nose suggests
sweetness but is slightly sulphidic. An
“out there” style which is only faintly
sweet, but well balanced. ($17.00)
10.0% Screwcap

Recommended
2011 Kilikanoon Mort’s Reserve
Watervale Riesling Shows some lime
aroma, but isn’t quite lively enough. The
palate delivers good, dry, limey riesling
flavour supported by lively acidity.
($35.00)
12.5% Screwcap
2011 Plantagenet Mount Barker
Riesling Very much in the white
nectarine spectrum with hints of
grapefruit.
Fascinating.
It’s
full
flavoured and tactile, with a good acid
finish. ($20.00)
12.5% Screwcap
2011 Ferngrove Cossack Frankland
River Riesling
Attractive grassy/
lime characteristics show on the nose.
The palate is a little firm, but has good
acidity and limey flavour. ($23.00)
12.0% Screwcap
2011 Josef Chromy OV Tasmania
Riesling Shows a hint of sulphides and
is marginally sweet, but has good fruit
impact and fresh acidity. ($25.00)
11.0% Screwcap

Agreeable
2011 Tower Estate Meadowbank
Vineyard Tasmania Riesling Quite
an intense nose, but has lantanasauvignon blanc overtones. The palate
is decidedly sweet, with a good acid
finish. ($28.00)
8.0% Screwcap
2011
Tower
Estate
Windmill
Vineyard Clare Valley Riesling
Quite yeasty, with subdued fruit
character. Has adequate varietal flavour
and acidity. ($28.00)
12.5% Screwcap

June 2012

Acceptable
2011 Neagles Rock Clare Valley
Riesling Very full and slightly
advanced, showing citrus-stone fruit
aromas and flavours. Slightly broad.
Drink now. ($19.00)
12.5% Screwcap
2011 Annie’s Lane Quelltaler
Watervale Riesling A broad riesling
with a hint of lime. It won’t get much
better than it is now. ($24.00)
12.5% Screwcap
2011 The Florita (Jim Barry) Clare
Valley Riesling Quite restrained, and
showing some sulphides. The palate is
better, but lacks that essential lively
fruit. ($40.00)
12.5% Screwcap
2011 Louee Nullo Mountain Riesling
Quite dull on the nose and doesn’t show
a lot of varietal character. Bone dry. Too
austere. ($25.00)
10.0% Screwcap
2011 Koonowla Clare Valley Riesling
Too advanced and broad. ($17.95)
11.5% Screwcap

The 2011 Australian riesling vintage
won’t go down in history as one of the
great ones. Buy the 11s for current
drinking and wait for the great 12s.
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2010 Chardonnay

Pinot Noir

Highly Recommended

Highly Recommended

2010 Killerby Margaret River
Chardonnay This wine shows very
restrained white peach characteristics
together with attractive oak. Struck
match, lees-derived aromas impart
a Meursault-like touch. Impressive.
($30.00)
13.5% Screwcap

2010 Tarrawarra Yarra Valley
Pinot Noir This is a vibrant red berry
style with a lovely palate – opulent and
varietal. The tannins are fine and well
balanced.
13.8% Screwcap

Recommended

2010 Josef Chromy Tasmania Pinot
Noir Shows some complexity but still
has varietal fragrance. The fruit really
flows on the palate which is tight and
long. ($33.00)
13.5% Screwcap

2010
Lenton
Brae
Southside
Margaret River Chardonnay
A
restrained white peach style with a hint
of funk. It has good structure and needs
a little time to fill out the middle palate.
($25.00)
13.0% Screwcap
2010 Tower Estate Bowyer Ridge
Adelaide Hills Chardonnay Big, rich,
peachy, oaky, leesy. It has everything –
including a firm structure and a little
too much oak. ($30.00)
13.0% Screwcap
2010 Josef Chromy Tasmania
Chardonnay Shows development and
a very strong lees/buttery input. There’s
a lot of artifact, but also fruit and acid to
carry it. ($28.00)
13.0% Screwcap

Agreeable
2010 Tapanappa Tiers Vineyard
Piccadilly Valley Chardonnay The
nose is very big and rich, verging on
butterscotch milkshake. The substantial
palate has structure, but there’s more
artifact than the fruit can handle.
($80.00)
13.0% Screwcap
2010 Crittenden Estate Mornington
Peninsula Chardonnay
Fresh,
rich and peachy. A big, Mouthfilling
chardonnay with plenty of complexity.
Ready. ($34.00)
13.7% Screwcap

Acceptable
2010 Williams Crossing (by Curly
Flat) Chardonnay Quite forward and
peachy. Broad and ready. ($25.00)
13.3% Screwcap

Recommended

2010 Grosset Adelaide Hills Pinot
Noir This pinot shows very fresh dark
cherry and cherry stone characteristics.
The tannins are firm but will soften over
the next 2-3 years. ($60.00)
13.7% Screwcap
2010 Tapanappa Foggy Hill Fleurieu
Peninsula Pinot Noir Quite elegant
and complex, with good structure and
reasonable length. ($50.00)
13.8% Screwcap
2010 Crittenden Estate Mornington
Peninsula Pinot Noir The nose shows
beetroot/red fruits with lees overtones.
A big, rich style that retains varietal.
character. ($34.00)
13.5% Screwcap
2010 Paradigm Hill L’ami Sage
Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir
This wine has an attractive dark berry
nose with background complexity. The
palate has substance but finishes a little
too firmly. ($55.00)
13.9% Screwcap

Agreeable
2009 Saint Clair Family Estate
Pioneer Block Marlborough Pinot
Noir Shows some light cherry fragrance,
but is a little dry-reddish on the nose
and palate. ($32.00)
14.0% Screwcap
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Deconstructing Dead Arm

C

hester Osborn is seldom short of an
idea, and his latest one is to bottle
a little of each of the components of the
d’Arenberg Dead Arm Shiraz separately.
The opportunity to taste all of them with
Chester and his 85, going on 45, father
d’Arry was too good to pass up. Here are
the wines – and their sometimes perplexing names (explained by Chester).
2010
The
Fruit
Bat
Single Vineyard Shiraz
An old shearing shed on the property
is home to tiny fruit bats that live
in the old hessian wool sacks.
This is a very fragrant, tightly structured
shiraz that is surprisingly elegant
for a McLaren Vale. The tannins
are fine, but challenge the fruit
with their firmness. Recommended
14.2% Screwcap
The Vineyard
Altitude: 97m
Size (area) 2.5 hectares
Soil: Brown & sandy loam on limestone
Aspect: Slightly eastern
Sub-Region: Beautiful View
Age of Vines: 14 years
2010 The Little
Single Vineyard

Venice
Shiraz

I was in Venice when this block was
purchased. The water underground
the vineyard feeds a nearby spring,
providing an abundance of water and
inspiring the nickname ‘Little Venice’.
Another perfumed shiraz with a faintly
earthy hint and a long palate with dark
cherry and mulberry flavours. The tannins
again assert themselves. Recommended
The Vineyard
Altitude: 120m
Size (area) 3.6 hectares
Soil: Brown loam over limestone
Aspect: Western
Sub-Region: Beautiful View
Age of Vines: 15 years

June 2012

2010 The Bamboo Scrub
Single Vineyard Shiraz
This vineyard, planted in the early
1990s is hedged by scrubland to the
north and tall bamboo to the south
giving inspiration for the name.
This time there’s blackberry as well as
red fruits. Complexing notes of dried
herbs and licorice add to the appeal.
The fruit and savoury tannins come
together well. Highly Recommended
The Vineyard
Altitude: 154m
Size (area) 1.5 hectares
Soil: Deep sand on clay
Aspect: Slightly northern
Sub-Region: Blewitt Springs
Age of Vines: 18 years
2010 The Vociferate Dipsomaniac
Single Vineyard Shiraz
I believe the wine from this vineyard is
so good it can cause people to develop a
mild case of Dipsomania (look it up) and
demand ‘vociferously’ for another bottle.
The classic blackberry aromas and
flavours are here, but there’s more dark
cherry in this one. The fruit is “juicy”,
there’s a hint of dark chocolate, and
the tannins are firm but balanced. A
delightful young red from the Vale that
will live for a very long time. Outstanding
The Vineyard
Altitude: 120m
Size (area) 3.4 hectares
Soil: Red and brown shallow clay and
loam on limestone
Aspect: East/West rows
Sub-Region: Beautiful View
Age of Vines: 44 years
2010 The Swinging Malaysian
Single Vineyard Shiraz
Purchased in an era of free love,
this vineyard has also done its fair
share of swinging! First planted to
shiraz in the late 70s, it was grafted
to riesling, but was returned to its
origins in 2001. Vineyard posts, imported
from Malaysia, were trialled here but
were too weak and had to be replaced.
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The nose is very impressive, showing
blackberry, licorice and spice. However
the astringency on the palate seems
a little too overbearing for the fruit
weight. Time will tell. Recommended
The Vineyard
Altitude: 109m
Size (area) 2.1 hectares
Soil: Half sandstone with clay, half
sand stone with limestone
Aspect: Eastern
Sub-Region: Beautiful View
Age of Vines: 42 years

June 2012

The Vineyard
Altitude: 93m
Size (area) 0.5 hectares
Soil: Sandy loam on limestone and clay
Aspect: Eastern
Sub-Region: Beautiful View
Age of Vines: 112 years
2010
The
Other
Side
Single Vineyard Shiraz
This shiraz vineyard is located on
the opposite side of the winery and to
the family homestead and is logically
referred to as on ‘the other side’.

2010 Shipsters’ Rapture
Single Vineyard Shiraz
Shipsters’ Rapture is named in honour of
Henry Shipster who owned the vineyard
before the Osborn family. The Shipsters
are said to have delighted in their
small plot of land, lovingly planting
it to vines, an orchard and needle
pines that still line the vineyard today.
This wine shows attractive blackberry
and tilled earth notes, but the
tannins are pronounced and grainy.
Leading to a hard finish. Agreeable

This is a fragrant, spicy red and dark
berry shiraz which is firm but fine and
complete. It’s not a huge wine, but it’s
very long on the palate. Needs ten years’
cellaring at least. Highly Recommended
The Vineyard
Altitude: 105m
Size (area) 2.2 hectares
Soil: Grey loam over limestone & clay.
Aspect: Slight undulation E/N
Sub-Region: Beautiful View
Age of Vines: 96 years

The Vineyard
Altitude: 70m
Size (area) 1.5 hectares
Soil: Brown/grey loam on limestone
Aspect: Southern
Sub-Region: Beautiful View
Age of Vines: 43 years
2 0 1 0
Single

J R O
A f f l a t u s
Vineyard Shiraz

This vineyard was one of the original
plantings on the land Joseph Rowe Osborn
(J.R.O) purchased in 1912. Despite being
teetotal, he was inspired to purchase
vineyards for his family, a choice that
continues to reap benefits today, 100 years
on. You could say it was his afflatus (an
impulse of creative power or inspiration).
A blackberry style with less fragrance
and more tilled earth. This is an austere
but intense shiraz in which both fruit
and tannins linger. Recommended

2010 The Garden of Extraordinary
Delights Single Vineyard Shiraz
Nestled in a cool hollow and surrounded
by beautiful native bush land this
vineyard is a true delight. The vines that
were planted in 1970 are often covered
with fine moss giving this garden of vines
a particularly appealing appearance.
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I found this wine totally captivating.
Floral notes, including violets, combine
with dark berries and hints of dark
chocolate to present a stunning bouquet.
The palate is plush, finishing with
the typical firm tannins. Give it
5-10 years to evolve. Outstanding

Soil: Loamy clay on limestone.
Aspect: Western and southern
Sub-Region: Beautiful View
Age of Vines: 17 years

The Vineyard
Altitude: 150m above sea level
Size (area) 1.6 hectares
Soil: Sandy loam over sandstone & clay
Aspect: Slight southern and western
Sub-Region: McLaren Sand Hills
Age of Vines: 42 years

Amaranthine - to an artist this means
a deep purple-red on his palette. To
the wordsmith, eternally beautiful or
unfading; everlasting. It is a wine
that encapsulates both; a deep red
beauty with an appeal which will last
a lifetime. The essence of Dead Arm.

2010
The
Blind
Tiger
Single Vineyard Shiraz

This is a wine of substance, showing
both red and black fruits together
with tilled earth, dried herbs and
dark chocolate. The tannins provide
a sturdy backbone without being
overwhelming. Highly Recommended.

This vineyard was planted in the 1920s –
a time of speakeasy clubs like The Blind
Tiger that thrived during prohibition.
Thankfully those times have passed but
other legacies, like this vineyard, remain.
This wine shows plenty of blackberry
and mulberry flavour, but it’s a little
simple and tannin-dominant. Agreeable
The Vineyard
Altitude: 150m
Size (area) 2.4 hectares
Soil: Deep sand over clay
Aspect: Western
Sub-Region: Blewitt Springs
Age of Vines: 87 years
2010
Tyche’s
Mustard
Single Vineyard Shiraz
Tyche, the goddess of luck and fortune,
has looked over this vineyard. The
initial site featured six land holdings.
Five unsuitable for grape growing were
sold off and the profits paid for the
vines. Luck would have it that from
an early age the shiraz vines (planted
1995) have produced exceptional fruit.
There’s an attractive fragrance to the
nose, and good blackberry/dark cherry
flavour. However, solid tannins come
to the fore on the palate. Agreeable

2010 The Amaranthine
Single Vineyard Shiraz

The Vineyard
Altitude: 97m
Size (area) 3.3 hectares
Soil: Shallow grey loam on limestone
Aspect: Eastern and undulating N/S
Sub-Region: Beautiful View
Age of Vines: 44 years
Making wine combines elements of science and art. The scientific side is easy to
grasp by the casual observer, but many
don’t understand how important the art
of blending is. It would be a pleasure to
“play” with the twelve components of
Dead Arm. Some are very much standalone wines; others play their roles in
the blending sessions, contributing fragrance, structure and other attributes.
Fans
of
classic
McLaren
Vale
wines would do well to purchase
some of these very limited production wines which relate directly to
the ground in which the vines grow.
All of the above wines are available
from d’Arenberg for $99.00 per bottle.
www.darenberg.com.au

The Vineyard
Altitude: 60m
Size (area) 4 hectares

Lester Jesberg
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