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BIG CHANGES AT
WINEWISE

October 2012

2002 Clare Valley Riesling

A

s printing and mailing costs continue
to rise, we constantly reconsider
which direction Winewise must take. In
the past we’ve edged the subscription
up when we’ve had no other option, but
there’s a limit to how far that elastic
band will stretch. We feel we’ve reached
the point where the band will snap.
One option is to carry advertising and
turn our back on the anti-advertisement
policy we’ve maintained for 28 years.
We will not follow that path because
of principle and because, even if we
wanted to, nobody in the Winewise
team has the time to sell ad space.
That leaves only one option – going fully
electronic. We’re currently redesigning
our web site, and will soon relaunch it
with fully secure financial transactions
enabled. The yearly subscription will
drop to $35.00, and each current sub will
be adjusted accordingly. We will deliver
at least as much content over a 12 month
period, but it will not be in the form of 6 x
32 page issues. New content will be posted
on the site frequently and constantly, and
tasting reports and feature articles will
be in iPad-friendly form. Although there
will be some free content, entry to the
core of the site will be by password only.
If you feel the new format will make it
impossible for you to stay with Winewise,
please send us an email or a letter to
P.O. Box 391, Belconnen ACT 2616. If
we can’t address your problem and you
wish to opt out, we will refund any of your
subscription payment that is still in credit.
We see this change as being very beneficial
in terms of the format of the information
we provide, and the timeliness of it. Video
content is also on the agenda. Stick with
us for the next exciting phase of Winewise.

D

eb Pearce tasted these wines in
Sydney, and I (Lester) tasted them
shortly after in Melbourne. Different
environments, different bottles and
different orders of pouring can produce
variances of opinion, but we’ve decided
to print each taster’s notes as separate
entities, especially as all the wines were
sealed with screwcap and served “blind”.
Deb and I are both experienced show
judges, so we see this as an opportunity
to demonstrate that trained palates
don’t always agree, and that the
process in Australian wine shows where
discussion takes place before the scores
are awarded is as vitally important as
“blind” tasting. The Winewise panel
always follows show judging procedure.
Here’s an opportunity for you to
discover the wines and also the
palate leanings of Deb and Lester.
The Clare riesling makers, after
maintaining a low profile for years,
have rebranded themselves “The
Heart Of Australian Riesling.” The
tastings of 2002 and 2012 are part
of the launch of the new identity.
All of the 2002 wines were stored in the
Sevenhills crypt on same day in 2002.
Vintage ’02 was the coolest on record, with
temperatures decidedly below average
in January and February, warming up
just in time in March to achieve optimum
ripeness with good natural acidity.
Mature Clare riesling can be as good as
any in the world, and we wonder why
more wine drinkers don’t appreciate
riesling with bottle age. Hopefully, this
report will convince some doubters.

2002 Watervale Bracket 1
2002 Kirrihill Estates Watervale
Riesling
Deb: Fairly deep colour. Honey, toasty.
Quite lemon juice-like on the palate.
Very dry. Vibrant acid still evident with
a mineral lemon finish. Recommended
Lester: Very fragrant, with an
interesting hint of spice. Shows some
maturity, but is drinking well, with rich
flavours tending to stonefruit as well
as citrus. Fully ready. Recommended
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2002 Jim Barry Watervale Riesling
Deb: Good colour. Lemon rind, slight
floral. Not much development on the
nose. Very vibrant acidity and still
some primary fruit. Essentially dry.
Youthful and quartz mineral-like. Very
long finish. Excellent wine. Outstanding
Lester: Restrained lime blossom aromas
showing only a little bottle age character.
The palate is long and fresh, with some
phenolic grip. Highly Recommended
2002 Crabtree Watervale Riesling
Deb: Good colour. CO2 bubbles.
Preserved lemon, slight slatiness. Slight
camphor/mothballs. Very slatey on the
palate with a nice hint of preserved
limes. Very long carry and vibrant
acidity. Nice wine. Highly Recommended
Lester: Shows beautifully mature
limey characteristics, but still retains
amazing freshness. It’s in superb
condition, with a palate that is fresh,
long and elegantly dry. Outstanding
2002 Tim Gramp Watervale
Riesling
Deb: Deeper colour. Toast and
nougat. Slight candy floss and tropical
character. Appears fuller and slightly
more developed than the other wines
in the bracket – could also be riper
fruit. Good acid line. Lemony finish
and OK length. A bit forward in the
context of the bracket. Agreeable
Lester: Rich and mature, but still
retains some freshness. The flavours
tend to stone fruit, and the palate is rich,
but just beginning to fade. Agreeable
2002 Mitchells Watervale Riesling
Deb: Honey, toasty. Preserved citrus
on the palate, but the texture is
quite different – almost waxy/lanolin
and flinty. I quite like it!. Good acid
and length. Highly Recommended
Lester: Bright gold colour. This is a
very attractive, big, rich, lime/stone
fruit style that has the acid to balance
it all. A delicious wine that is drinking
well now.
Highly Recommended

October 2012

2002 Watervale Bracket 2
2002 Clos Clare Riesling
Deb: Good colour. More lime citrus
character.
Quite zesty on the
palate with a mineral, quartz line
of acid. Quite a lime-like finish.
Good carry. Highly Recommended
Lester: A very restrained riesling
that is deliciously limey. It’s intense,
and still quite primary, with a strong
acid spine.
Highly Recommended
2002 Kilikanoon Mort’s Block
Riesling
Deb: Good colour. Toasty. Slight
camphor. Very dry and slatey on the
palate with mineral acid line and
decent carry. Highly Recommended
Lester: An impressive perfumed, limey
riesling with toast notes. It’s still very
fresh, and the palate has great richness
with a clean, dry finish. There are
elements of Rheingau in this wine that
make it very distinctive. Outstanding
2002 Grosset Watervale Riesling
Deb: Lime & slight floral. No real
honey. Highly youthful and vibrant
with bright lime citrus, mineral acid
and very good carry. Lovely wine
that is still showing tightness! A few
years ahead of it still. Outstanding
Lester: The nose shows fresh, fragrant
limes with the slightest hint of toast.
The palate is tight, pure and steely
– classically regional. This is a gem,
that to my taste, is drinking perfectly,
but it still has a future. Outstanding
2002 Mt Horrocks Clare Valley
Riesling

Deb: Floral, toasty, preserved lime &
grapefruit. Highly grapefruit-like on the
palate with a juicy acid line. Very elegant
and pretty. Highly Recommended
Lester: A fascinating wine with
aromas of lime, stone fruit and
delicate honey. Like the Mort’s
Block, there’s a distant echo of the
Rheingau here. Highly Recommended
2002 O’Leary Walker Watervale
Riesling
Deb: Deep colour. Honey, slightly flinty.
Lemon butter. Very slight grassy edge.
Very dry, flinty palate with lean fruit
weight, but decent acid line and finish.
Most forward of the bracket. Agreeable

Page 3

WINEWISE

Volume 28 Number 4

Lester: Gold colour. Rich and complex,
but very mature. It’s still holding up, but
has reached the end of the road. Agreeable

Polish Hill River
2002 Pauletts Polish Hill River
Riesling
Deb: Deep colour. Honeyed, Preserved
lemon, orange peel. Seems fuller
and possibly more mature. Lemony
acid, moderate finish. Nice drink, but
advanced in context of tasting. Agreeable
Lester: Gold colour. This wine is very
much into its tertiary phase, and, while
there is toast and honey complexity,
the palate is drying out. Acceptable
2002 The Wilson Vineyard Polish
Hill River Riesling
Deb: Good colour. Lemon sherbet and
fresh honey. Nice honey lemon palate,
slightly buttery, touch of residual.
Slight VA that doesn’t intrude too
much. Nice zesty lemon acid line
and decent length. Recommended
Lester: The nose is interestingly
spicy, but not quite as vibrant as
I would like. Lime and toastiness
show out on a rich palate that is well
balanced by acidity.
Recommended

October 2012

2002 Grossett Polish Hill Riesling
Deb: Good colour. Nice honey lemon
with a slightly talc-like texture. Bone
dry, touch of stone/slate, but again not
the acid line of the previous bracket.
Lovely drink. Highly Recommended
Lester: The nose is very fresh,
showing plenty of lime with hints
of honeyed maturity. The palate
is complete, and this wine is in its
perfect drinking window. Outstanding
2002 O’Leary Walker Polish Hill
River Riesling
Deb: Deeper colour. Quite honeyed
and preserved lemon-like. Seems
fuller-bodied, giving the impression
of broadness, which it might be.
Very slight hint of kero. Agreeable
Lester: Rich and complex, with
hints of orange peel. It’s taking
on very toasty characteristics and
beginning to dry out.
Agreeable
1st 3 Leasingham, No. 4 Sevenhill, No.
5 Skilly Valley
2002 Eyre Creek Clare Valley
Riesling
Deb: Good colour. Fish sauce! Weird.
Possibly highly reductive. Lacks
fruit weight and is a bit skeletal.
Something not right here. Acceptable
Lester: Showing every bit of its
ten years. Honeyed and toasty with
early signs of drying out. Acceptable

2002 Pikes Clare Valley Riesling
Deb: Good colour. CO2 bubbles. Lemon,
slight reductive onion skin. Lemon
grass. Palate is quite zesty though, and
highly lemony - more full-bodied with
a slightly candle wax textural element.
Interesting stuff! Highly Recommended
Lester: A very youthful, restrained
riesling with glorious lime blossom
aromatics. The palate is intense and
long, with only faintly mature hints.
The freshness and lively acidity
suggest at least another five years’
cellaring will be rewarded. Outstanding

2002 Taylors Clare Valley Riesling
Deb: Lemon & coriander. Bone
dry acid, wet stone. Decent length.
Lacks a bit of fruit core, possible
touch of VA, but it’s still a nice
drink in a Thai salad way. Agreeable
Lester: Too oxidised for comment.
2002 Koonowla Clare Valley
Riesling
Deb: OK colour. Lemon grass and
honey. Nice stony line of acid and
decent length. Not as complex as
previous
wines.
Recommended
Lester: A very impressive limey style
with only a hint of toast. It’s a richly
flavoured, mature style with a good
line of acidity. Highly Recommended
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2002 Sevenhill Cellars Clare Valley
Riesling
Deb: Very good colour – pale. Thai herbs,
floral and lemon rind. Possibly a touch
of residual sugar, but it is essentially
dry. Nice slatey acid and decent length.
Lovely wine. Highly Recommended
Lester: An amazingly youthful ten
year old riesling. It’s perfumed and
limey, with fruit that is barely past the
primary stage. The palate is intense,
long and acid-fresh.
Outstanding
2002 Skillogalee Clare Valley
Riesling
Deb: Deeper colour. Quite honeyed
and toasty. Looks quite mature in this
company. Getting broad. Agreeable
Lester: Big and toasty, but still
fresh. Fully developed, but the acidity
makes it a good drink. Recommended

Eastern Ranges
2002 Jim Barry Lodge Hill
Riesling
Deb: Deeper colour. Quite honeyed
and toasty. A touch developed. Acid
appears a little soft, but it is an
appealing, mellow drink. Recommended
Lester: Quite big and toasty.
Fully developed, but packed with
flavour. Drink now.
Recommended
2002 Petaluma Hanlin Hill
Riesling
Deb: Good colour. Quite slatey, with
more grapefruit citrus, apple & pear
characters, and a stony acid line. Quite
bone-dry and svelte with a decent length.
An excellent wine which needs more
time to come together. Outstanding
Lester: Comparatively pale colour.
Very restrained nose – citrus notes
with the faintest touch of toast.
Excellent
intensity
and
length,
with a lively acid finish. Needs
another five years.
Outstanding
2002 Penna Lane Clare Valley
Riesling
Deb: Deeper colour. Again, more
grapefruit-like, with a stony mineral
acid line. Despite the colour, the acid
is reasonably zesty and it has good
carry. Palate is better than nose.
Possibly a touch developed in the
context of the bracket. Recommended

October 2012

Lester: Gold colour. Plenty of honeyed
development, and is at the end of
its drinking window, but still has
something to offer.
Recommended
2002 Knappstein Hand-Picked
Riesling
Deb: Decent colour. More pears
and green apples, florals with
again a stony acid line. Respectable
length, and quite dry, with a touch
of phenolics, but it’s a lovely drink.
Needs time. Highly Recommended
Lester: There’s a hint of kero creeping
into the rich stone fruit nose. However,
the palate is still fresh enough, with
some phenolic grip.
Recommended
2002 Tim Adams Clare Valley
Riesling
Deb: Good colour. Apples again with
grapefruit citrus. Vibrant stony, mineral
acid line and fruit. A graceful style
with an appealing candle wax textural
element. A very delicate, beautiful
wine. Needs time. Highly Recommended
Lester: A fresh, restrained citrus
style riesling that belies its years. It
has an excellent line of acidity and is
drinking well. Highly Recommended
That was one of the most exciting
and enlightening tastings in which
we’ve participated. If you see any
of the top wines (under
screwcap) at auction, grab them quickly.

Error in Vol.28 No.3
We try very hard to get our facts
right, but occasionally something
slips through. One such case was
attributing Eden Valley origins to
one of Ken Helm’s Canberra District
rieslings. All Ken’s rieslings are
100% Canberra District, and we’re
sure our astute readers know that.
We apologise to Ken for the error,
and, as editor, the buck stops with
me.
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2012 Clare Riesling

eading up to vintage 2012, the
nights were warmer than in 2002.
The grapes were picked a month earlier,
but in perfect balance. In the vast
majority of cases no acid addition was
required.

Watervale
2012 Grosset Springvale Riesling
($33.00)
Deb: Pale colour. Highly floral and
perfumed. Lime. Very tight with an
appealing chalky texture and a balanced
touch of residual sweetness. Great line
and length. Excellent wine. Outstanding
Lester: Breathtakingly Clare! It’s
fragrance and lime juice bundled up
together in an intense riesling finished
off with uplifting acidity. Outstanding
2012 Reilly’s Watervale Riesling
($15.00) Excellent Value
Deb: Very citrusy – lime & orange rind.
Slight white florals and ginger spice.
Lively acid drive and length. Lovely
wine. Highly Recommended
Not tasted in Melbourne.
2012
Crabtree
Wines
Hilltop
Riesling ($22.00) Excellent Value
Deb: Citrus with an almost leesy note.
Lemon/lime acid line – tight. Decent
length. Will benefit from some time in
bottle. Recommended
Lester: Although it shows a little free
SO2, this is a stunning young riesling.
The floral-lime nose leads on to a long,
dry palate with a steely acid finish. A
cellaring special. Outstanding
2012 Kilikanoon Mort’s Block
Riesling ($22.00)
Slight reductive character. Oatmeal
character. Touch of phenolics on the
palate, but nice stony mineral acid
drive, lemon and decent length. Might
need a little time to come together.
Recommended
Lester:
Very
restrained
apple
aromatics, slightly obscured by some
free SO2. However, the linear, acid-fresh
palate is impressively intense and long.
All this wine needs is a year or so in
bottle for it to begin to bloom. Highly
Recommended

October 2012

2012 Jim Barry Wines The Florita
Riesling (N/A)
Deb: Citrus and tropical guava. Nice
limey acid line with a chalky texture
and excellent length. Quite tightly
wound and I would love some in my
cellar as it will only get better. Highly
Recmmended
Lester: Reserved, but floral aroma
leading to a long, fine, delicate palate. It
will build into an absolutely delightful
wine. Highly Recommended
2012
Knappstein
Hand-picked
Watervale Riesling ($18.00) Excellent Value
Deb: At first, slightly reductive onion
skin, but then vibrant lime & grapefruit.
Slight banana skin, but acid is tight and
length is decent. Recommended
Lester: A superb young riesling
with fragrance and limey regionality.
The palate is powerful and long, yet
supremely elegant. The fruit and acidity
merge seamlessly. Buy it for now and
later. Outstanding
2012 O’Leary Walker Watervale
Riesling ($19.00)
Deb: Touch of cheesy reduction. But
then lots of green apples and tropical
green mangos. Nice salty mineral acid/
texture and decent carry. Time may
heal. Recommended
Lester: Colour comparatively developed. A limey, but slightly forward
wine with good acidity. Short term.
Recommended

2012 Polish Hill & other
2012 The Wilson Vineyard Polish
Hill River Riesling ($22.00) Excellent
Value
Deb: Highly fragrant. Guava. Nice
chalky texture and lemony acid. Good
persistence and length. A charming wine
needing time. Highly Recommended
Lester: What a beautiful sub-regional
example this is. The lime blossom
aroma and the intense, long, racy palate
are dry and satisfying. Delightful now,
but will be even better in 5-10 years.
Outstanding
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2012 O’Leary Walker Polish Hill
River Riesling ($19.00)
Deb: Florals, spice, lemon grass.
Powerful palate with a tight citrus fruit
core, lovely talcy minerality and very
good length. A highly appealing wine.
Highly Recommended
Lester:
There’s
an
interesting
chalky complexity to the nose of this
slightly forward riesling. The palate
is full flavoured, balanced and ready.
Recommended
2012 Grosset Polish Hill Riesling
($45.00)
Deb: Lovely and spicy. Packs a citrusy
punch on the palate with great line and
length. It’s an excellent wine that will
only get better with time, as it is so
tight right now. I want this in my cellar
now! Outstanding
Lester: A tightly would, restrained
riesling with a beguiling lime blossom
fragrance. It’s long, dry, steely and
intense. What a wine this will be in
2022. Outstanding
2012 Pikes Polish Hill River
($18.00)
Deb: Citrus, floral, real lemon sherbet
burst up front – possible residual
sugar, but has lovely carry, nice use of
phenolics as texture and decent length.
Highly Recommended
Lester: Limey, but a little forward,
faintly sweet and full flavoured, but
has good acidity. Short term only.
Recommended
2012 Taylors St Andrews Riesling
(N/A)
Deb: Bubble gum. Possible slight
VA bitterness and acetone character.
Detracts from the wine. Acceptable
Lester: Shows green apple and
grassiness together with noticeable
volatility. Acceptable
2012 Sevenhill Cellars Clare Valley
Riesling ($20.00)
Deb: Citrus and slightly creamy nose
and texture. Flinty. Acid appears
slightly softer in comparison. Possible
botrytis. OK wine, but not a favourite.
Agreeable

October 2012

Lester: Comparatively deep colour.
Fairly forward, but has rich citrus
flavour. Drinks well now. Recommended
2012 Tim Adams Clare Valley
Riesling ($19.00)
Deb: Attractive white florals and lime/
lemon with lovely minerality, acid line
and drive. Talcy texture. Beautiful wine.
Highly Recommended
Lester: Shows some apple and lime on
the nose. The palate delivers satisfying
flavour, but doesn’t hit the high notes.
Recommended
2012 Jim Barry Lodge Hill ($20.00)
Deb: Touch sweet and thiol sweaty.
Slaty acid and moderate length. Not a
favourite, but quite drinkable. Possibly
needs some time. Agreeable
Lester: Full flavoured and limey, with
a grassy edge. Doesn’t exactly jump out
of the glass, but has adequate fruit and
good acidity. Agreeable
This is certainly one of the best Clare
riesling vintages ever. The top wines will
age as well as the 2002s, and you really
should have some of them in your cellar.
Continued from Page 13
impressive wine. The palate is fresh, rich
and supple, with almost miraculously fine
tannins. ($55.00) Highly Recommended
14.5% Cork
Dan Murphy’s has Duperry champagne
in stock at the moment. I liked all three,
the non vintage, vintage and rosé, but
the non-vintage is the bargain buy. For
$37.90 you get a well made, very fresh
champagne with plenty of flavour. For
the purist, the dosage is slightly high,
but that won’t matter to most Christmas
drinkers. Highly Recommended
2006 Cockburns Late Bottle Vintage
Port Mulberry, elderberry, blackberry
with good spirit lift. The tannins are
fairly firm, but balanced by the richness
and spirit finish. Try it with a mature
cheddar. ($25.65) Excellent Value
Highly Recommended
20.0% Cork more at www.winewise.
net.au
Lester
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2012 HUNTER VALLEY
SEMILLON

T

hanks to the great support of the
Hunter Valley vignerons, we again
present our annual tasting of current
vintage Hunter Valley semillons. The
vintage is a mixed one. The very best
wines may achieve greatness, but there
are many green or broad wines. Precise
timing of picking and careful grape
selection were key quality factors. Some
got it right; some did not.
In conducting this tasting, we rewarded
well made wines that are drinking well
now, but also cast an eye to the future
and looked past free sulphur dioxide.

Outstanding
2012 Andrew Thomas Braemore
Semillon A classic young semillon
that is spot-on in every department.
It’s strongly varietal (faintly limey) and
regional, restrained but intense. Enjoy
it right now or cellar for 4-5 years at
least. ($28.00)
10.5% Screwcap
2012 Brokenwood ILR Trevena
Semillon Just about everything that
is great in made-for-cellaring Hunter
semillon shows on the nose – lemon
grass, chalkiness and a whiff of SO2.
The palate is steely and intense. The
Brokenwood ILRs are usually held back
for a few years before release. ($60.00)
Screwcap

Highly Recommended
2012 Brokenwood Hunter Valley
Semillon Surely the best wine under
this label for many years. The true
regional aromas of lemon grass and
straw show out, and the palate is vibrant
and acid-fresh. ($21.95) Excellent Value
10.5% Screwcap
2012 Pepper Tree Limited Release
Tallawanta Semillon
Attractive,
restrained citrus nose with a whiff of
SO2. The palate reminded us of juicy,
just-ripe Granny Smith apples. Ideal for
cellaring. ($28.00)
10.8% Screwcap

October 2012

2012 First Creek Premium Semillon
A delightful lemon grass/lime style of
semillon with lingering flavours and
lively acidity. ($25.00)
Screwcap
2012 Tyrrell’s Johnno’s Basket
Pressed Semillon
Very restrained
by sulphur dioxide, but is loaded with
regional and varietal character. The
finish is flinty, almost tart. Definitely
one to cellar 5+ years. ($45.00)
10.5% Screwcap

Recommended
2012 Tyrrell’s HVD Semillon Shows
plenty of varietal aroma and flavour.
The comparatively rich palate has good
acid support. Enjoy over the next 3-4
years. ($28.00)
Screwcap
2012
Bimbadgen
Signature
Mistletoe Lane Semillon This is a
restrained, lemony style of semillon
with an excellent acid spine and faintly
herbal overtones. Needs cellaring. (Not
yet released)
10.5% Screwcap
2012 De Iuliis Hunter Valley
Semillon The nose displays light hay/
lemon grass characteristics which follow
through to an impressive linear, acidfresh palate. ($18.00) Excellent Value
11.5% Screwcap
2012 Two Rivers Stones Throw
Semillon A good, fresh varietal style
with an impression of initial sweetness.
Finishes with cleansing acidity. ($13.00)
10.5% Screwcap
2012 Tyrrell’s Brookdale Semillon
Very fresh, but reserved in terms of
fruit. The acidity kicks in on the finish.
Needs a little time. ($20.00)
11.0% Screwcap
2012 First Creek Varietal Semillon
A flavoursome young Hunter sem with
good up-front flavour and lively acidity.
Very good short term drinking. ($25.00)
Screwcap
2012 James Estate Reserve Semillon
Shows good grassy varietal character
on both nose and palate. Finishes with
plenty of acidity. ($23.00)
10.0% Screwcap
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2012 Tyrrell’s Stevens Semillon A
little forward but shows varietal lemon,
vanilla and grass. The rounded palate
suggests drinking over the next couple
of years. ($28.00)
10.5% Screwcap
2012 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon Shows
some classic Hunter aroma and flavour,
but is just a hit green. The palate is
promising and has a strong acid finish.
Worth cellaring. ($45.00)
10.5% Screwcap
2012 Audrey Wilkinson Hunter
Valley Semillon
Although this
semillon is fresh and has good flavour
persistence, the finish is a bit lean and
green. Will fill out over the next few
years. ($22.00)
11.0% Screwcap
2012 McGuigan Bin Series 9000
Semillon There’s a faintly green edge,
but this wine is very fresh, with good
varietal flavour and acidity. ($15.00)
11.0% Screwcap
2012 Tyrrell’s Belford Semillon
Varietal but a bit too forward.
Comparatively richly flavoured. Short
term. ($28.00)
11.5% Screwcap
2012 Pepper Tree Alluvius Semillon
Forward colour. However, there’s plenty
of varietal character. Rich and ready.
($35.00)
10.8% Screwcap

Agreeable
2012 Briar Ridge Early Harvest
Semillon The colour is slightly too
deep, suggesting early development.
This is confirmed by the nose, and
the palate delivers adequate flavour.
($21.00)
11.0%
2012 Tulloch Vineyard Selection
Semillon Shows lemon/lime, together
with some sulphur dioxide. Has varietal
flavour. Short term. ($20.00)
11.0% Screwcap
2012
Brokenwood
Baintons
Semillon Slightly green but has lemon
grass overtones. The palate doesn’t
appear quite as green as the nose, and
carries decent flavour weight, with a
steely acid finish. ($50.00)
Screwcap

October 2012

2012 Audrey Wilkinson The Ridge
Semillon The nose and palate are
somewhat awkward combinations of
green and gooseberry, and although the
palate is flavoursome, there’s a sweet
and sour character about this wine.
($35.00)
10.0% Screwcap
2012 Bimbadgen Estate Semillon
Restrained. SO2. Quite lean, tending
green. ($22.00)
10.0% Screwcap
2012 Wyndham Estate Shepherd’s
White Semillon Lemony but slightly
green. A touch of sweetness fills out a
high-acid palate. ($35.00)
10.5% Screwcap
2012 First Creek Winemaker’s
Reserve Semillon There’s a lot of
sulphur dioxide present, together with
gooseberry/lime aromas. There’s good
fruit underneath the sulphur. Time will
tell. ($35.00)
Screwcap
2012 De Iuliis Sunshine Vineyard
Semillon On the boundary of green
and ripe. Almost ready, but it’s hard
to get away from the sweet and sour
character. ($25.00)
11.5% Screwcap
2012 Andrew Thomas The O.C.
Semillon
A fresh passionfruit/
grassy style, not unlike some Western
Australian Sem-SB blends. ($22.00)
11.0% Screwcap
2012 McWilliams Lovedale Semillon
Slightly green overtone. True to style
but lean. May emerge in time. ($64.00)
Screwcap
2012 Hart & Hunter Limited
Release Semillon Very green nose.
Has some weight but is too herbaceous
at the moment. Time may give it some
richness. ($30.00)
10.5% Screwcap

Acceptable
2012 Ballabourneen Majors Lane
Semillon Varietal but definitely on
the green side. Shows some sweaty thiol
characteristics and finishes with high
acidity.
9.5% Screwcap
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2012 Allandale Semillon Has lemon
grass aromas and flavours with an
overlay of sulphur dioxide. However the
palate is fairly broad.
11.0% Screwcap
2012 Gundog Estate Poacher’s
Semillon Slightly developed colour &
nose. A broad semillon.
10.5% Screwcap
2012 Tallavera Grove Hunter Valley
Semillon Slightly dull. Big and broad.
($25.00)
10.8% Screwcap
2012 RidgeView Generations Reserve Semillon
Too green/vegetal.
Slightly sweet and short. ($25.00)
10.5% Screwcap
2012 Ernest Hill Cyril Semillon
Green herbal nose. Slight sweetness to
compensate for lack of fruit. ($22.00)
10.5% Screwcap
2012 McWilliams Cellar Aged
Elizabeth A full-flavoured semillon
with passionfruit aromas and flavours.
Out of character. ($23.50)
Screwcap
2012 Audrey Wilkinson Winemakers
Selection Semillon Light and green.
Quite sweet and sour. ($25.00)
10.5% Screwcap
2012
Margan
Hunter
Valley
Semillon Very forward, with broad
pineapple flavour. ($20.00)
12.0% Screwcap
2012 Poole’s Rock Hunter Valley
Semillon
Shows some brown apple
oxidation. The palate is broad. ($N/A)
10.5% Screwcap
2012 Briar Ridge Karl Stockhausen
Signature Release Semillon Shows
brown apple character. Quite broad.
($26.00)
11.2% Screwcap

There’s good buying among the 2012
semillons, with cellaring styles, drinknows and everything in between.

October 2012

2011 HUNTER VALLEY
SHIRAZ

T

he lead-up to vintage was anything
but promising, but summer took
a turn for the best in January, and
generally remained hot and dry. The top
wines of the vintage are some of the best
Hunter reds ever made.
We had a significant “heads up” when
the 2011 Leogate Estate Western Slopes
Shiraz took out a trophy at the 2012
Winewise Small Vigneron Awards. The
Leogate Wines weren’t in this tasting,
but the wines of producers like De
Iuliis, Andrew Thomas and First Creek
demonstrate that the Leogate was no
one-off.

Outstanding

2011 De Iuliis Hunter Valley Shiraz
The top four wines were discussed at
length before we decided to place the De
Iuliis in top spot. Why? The other wines
are more “showy”, but this one is a classic
example of the Hunter “burgundy” style
– delicious and medium-bodied, with
very appealing dark cherry and spice
characteristics.
($25.00)
Excellent
Value
13.7% Screwcap
2011 Andrew Thomas Sweetwater
Shiraz This vibrant wine shows aromas
and flavours of dark berry, cherry and
spice. The palate is medium-bodied, fine
and long. ($35.00)
14.5% Screwcap
2011 First Creek Winemaker’s
Reserve Shiraz The ripe dark berry
fruit merges beautifully with the toasty
oak. A very well made, supple shiraz
that will age very well. ($45.00)
Screwcap
2011 Andrew Thomas Kiss Shiraz
This is a knock-out Hunter shiraz
that really begs to be cellared. The
blackberry/spice fruit is teamed with
the high quality oak for which Andrew
Thomas has become well known. It’s
an intense, long, complete wine that is
fairly firm at the moment. ($60.00)
13.5% Screwcap
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Highly Recommended

Recommended

2011 Hart & Hunter Single Vineyard
Shiraz A very rich, fresh, perfumed red
berry shiraz. The plate is intense, with
balanced firmness. Impressive in all
respects. ($40.00)
Screwcap

2011 Tulloch Private Bin Pokolbin
Dry Red Shiraz Rich plummy dark
berry. Good generous flavour with
tannins for cellaring. ($50.00)
13.5% Screwcap

2011 Andrew Thomas L & A* Shiraz
Dark cherries and red fruits shine out
in this opulent medium bodied red. Acid
shows a little on the finish, but all this
wine needs is a little time. ($50.00)
14.0% Screwcap
* This is an interim name. It will be
released in May, so contact Andrew
Thomas Wines or check the web site
next year to find out under which label
the wine will be sold.
2011 Pepper Tree Coquun Shiraz
The nose shows fresh, powerful
blackberry and rose petal aromas.
Although quite firm, the palate has the
intensity to carry the structure. Keep
5-10 years. ($55.00)
14.0% Screwcap
2011 Pepper Tree Tallavera Shiraz
Fresh and plummy on both nose and
palate together with hints of mulberry.
A long-flavoured, firm style that needs
time. ($45.00)
13.5% Screwcap
2011 Pooles Rock Hunter Valley
Shiraz An impressive fragrant red
berry style with well integrated oak.
The finish is firm but balanced. Another
that demands cellaring. ($40.00)
13.2% Screwcap

2011 Audrey Wilkinson The Lake
Shiraz Rich and ripe, but fresh. Nice
oak. Powerful but firm. A bit too solid.
($60.00)
13.5% Screwcap
2011 RidgeView Impressions Shiraz This wine has a classic Hunter
“burgundy” nose - fresh, with perfumed
red fruits. The tannins are fine, but the
palate seems too acid-adjusted. ($30.00)
13.0% Screwcap
2011 Tulloch Pokolbin Dry Red
Shiraz A rich, plummy, dark berry
style with the flavour and structure for
cellaring. ($25.00)
13.0% Screwcap
2011 McGuigan Wines Personal
Reserve Shiraz Rich and ripe with
plenty of toast/char oak. Big, but not
particularly regional in style. ($60.00)
14.5% Cork
2011 De Iuliis Limited Release
Shiraz The nose is fresh but slightly
light. A clean, well made red with balanced tannins and good length. ($N/A)
Screwcap
2011 Andrew Thomas DJV Vineyard
Selection Shiraz A very attractive
red in the “burgundy” sense. However,
the palate is fairly firm at the moment.
($30.00)
13.0% Screwcap

2011 De Iuliis Steven Vineyard
Shiraz The bright red fruits characteristics are matched with a hint of
classic Hunter Valley tilled earth. The
freshness and balance of this wine
cannot fail to impress. ($40.00)
13.0% Screwcap

2011 Tulloch Vineyard Selection
Shiraz Fresh, ripe and plummy. A
juicy red with supple tannins. Enjoyable
now. ($20.00)
13.4% Screwcap

2011 De Iuliis LDR Vineyard Shiraz
A very complete and plummy shiraz
of impeccable freshness. The palate is
supple and delicious. If you like young
reds, enjoy it now, but five years’
cellaring will be rewarded. ($40.00)
13.0% Screwcap

2011 Tyrrell’s Vat 9 Shiraz Bright,
fresh summer pudding aromas show on
the nose, however, the palate is on the
green side. That’s surprising, but given
the track record of this wine, we won’t
write it off. ($60.00)
12.9% Screwcap

Agreeable
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2011 Briar Ridge Karl Stockhausen
Shiraz Fresh but simple and fairly
light. ($32.00)
12.8% Screwcap

2011 Bimbadgen Signature Mistletoe Lane Shiraz Slightly forward, with
a medicinal hint. Hard on the finish.
13.5% Screwcap

2011 Ernest Hill William Henry
Shiraz The nose shows fragrant red
fruits. However, the palate is slightly
light and shows its acid. ($40.00)
13.7% Cork

2011 Mount Pleasant Mount Henry
Shiraz Pinot Noir Light red berry.
Barely adequate fruit and freshness.
Hard finish. ($48.00)
14.0% Screwcap

2011 Ernest Hill Shareholders
Shiraz A fresh red & dark berry style
with a hint of tilled earth. It just needs a
little more middle palate. ($30.00)
13.6% Screwcap
2011 Audrey Wilkinson Winemakers
Selection Shiraz Shows attractive
dark cherry fruit, but is firm for its
weight. ($35.00)
13.5% Screwcap
2011 Tyrrell’s 4 Acres Shiraz Light
bright colour. Fragrant red berry with
a green hint – perhaps a little too much
of a light Hunter “Burgundy”, but time
will tell. ($60.00)
13.2% Screwcap
2011 Bimbadgen Signature McDonalds Road Vineyard Shiraz The nose
shows red fruits with a touch of Hunter
tar. A medium-weight style that is a
little plain.
13.5% Screwcap
2011 Tinklers U & I Shiraz Oak
shows over lightish fruit. ($35.00)
13.5% Screwcap
2011 Briar Ridge Dairy Hill Shiraz
Light colour. Simple fresh red fruits.
Slightly light. ($55.00)
13.1% Screwcap
2011 Tinklers Old Vines Shiraz
Fresh and varietal but a little light and
simple. ($30.00)
13.5% Screwcap

Acceptable
2011 Bimbadgen Estate Shiraz Light
colour. Firm for weight. Forward.
13.5% Screwcap
2011 Tallavera Grove Fenestella
Shiraz Rich blackberry plus too much
new oak. ($45.00)
13.7% Screwcap

2011 Bimbadgen Estate Shiraz
Viognier Weak colour. Light and
developed.
13.5% Screwcap
2011 Allandale Matthew Single
Vineyard Shiraz Poor colour. Weak,
acidic, nondescript.
13.5% Screwcap
2011 is a successful Hunter red vintage.
Make the most of it.
Thanks to the Hunter Valley vignerons,
in particular Sarah Crowe who coordinated both tastings for us.
Thanks also to guest tasters Tim Kirk
(Clonakilla) and Nick O’Leary (Nick
O’Leary Wines).

Winewise Half-Dozen

Here are six top-class wines that you
can drink over the Christmas period.
Although each one is enjoyable now, all
have at least 1-2 years’ cellaring potential.
2011 De Iuliis Hunter Valley Shiraz
2010 Deen De Bortoli Vat 1 Durif
2010 Pikes The Dogwalk Clare
Valley Cabernet Merlot
2011 Ferngrove Diamond
Frankland River Chardonnay
2012 Pfeiffer Riesling
2011 Seppelt Great Western The
Drives Chardonnay

$120.00 plus freight
NSW/ACT $11.00 per carton
VIC $8.00
SA $11.00
QLD to Mackay $19.00
QLD north of Mackay $22.00
NT $30.00
WA $27.00
TAS $15.00
To order, contact:
Phillips Cellars and Regional Wine
Centre, 119 Corio St, Shepparton
Vic 3630
Telephone: 03 5821 2051
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DISCOVERIES

Outstanding
2011 Oakridge 864 Drive Block,
Funder & Diamond Yarra Valley
Chardonnay
Here’s a chardonnay
direct from the CBD of Funkytown.
“Funk” is a term used to cover the
complexities derived from yeast strains,
lees and barrel fermentation – they are
invariably sulphides-related, but are
quite removed from simple H2S or rotten
egg gas. However, the strengths of this
wine are its white peach fruit, balance
and superbly creamy palate. Only the
best of white burgundies are equal or
superior to this wine. ($77.00)
13.4% Screwcap

Highly Recommended
2011
Oakridge
864
Charlie’s
Block, J&J D’Aloisio Yarra Valley
Chardonnay
This is a reserved,
grapefruity chardonnay with a touch of
funk. It’s very backward and shows its
acid, but everything’s there. Cellaring
is essential to see its best, and it may
even reach the heights of the Funder &
Diamond. ($77.00)
13.2% Screwcap
2011 Seville Estate Yarra Valley
Chardonnay A youthful chardonnay
with white peach/almond-meal characteristics, excellent texture and acidity.
Give it a year or two. ($33.00)
12.5% Screwcap
2010 Xanadu Margaret River
Chardonnay This is a beautifully
restrained chardonnay with a delightfully creamy palate and gently funky
barrel ferment complexity. ($28.00)
Excellent Value
13.5% Screwcap
2011 Ferngrove Diamond Frankland
River Chardonnay A very attractive
white peach - toasted nuts style. The
palate is very rich, with an impression
of sweetness. Enjoy it now. ($25.00)
Excellent Value
14.0% Screwcap

Recommended
2011 Frogmore Creek Tasmania
Chardonnay
Slightly developed
colour. The aromas and flavours are
of
gooseberry/lantana blossom and
pineapple. The palate offers good
texture, length and acidity. ($29.95)
13.1% Screwcap

2010 Grosset Piccadilly Adelaide
Hills Chardonnay This spectacular
chardonnay has it all – freshness,
intensity, balance and structure.
White peach varietal character merges
beautifully with the subtle oak, and
the palate has a pleasing textural grip
often seen in top white burgundies, but
uncommon in Australian chardonnay.
($53.00) Outstanding
13.5% Screwcap
2010 Cherubino Margaret River
Chardonnay An attractively grapefruity chardonnay with subtle nougat
complexity on both nose and palate.
It needs 1-2 years to settle and
harmonise the acidity with the other
palate components. Excellent potential.
($49.00) Highly Recommended
13.0% Screwcap
2011 Seppelt The Drives Chardonnay
This wine is a cellar door wine, although
a little finds its way to a few retailers.
Lees nuttiness and the barest hint of
oak add considerably to the vibrant
white peach varietal aroma and flavour.
The palate is creamy and long. Stylish
drinking. ($17.90) Excellent Value
Highly Recommended
2010 Pikes The Dogwalk Clare
Valley Cabernet Merlot
This well
made red is packed with blackcurrant
and red berry flavours which are very
nicely balanced by fine, supple tannins.
Delicious. ($18.00) Excellent Value
Highly Recommended
14.0% Screwcap
2008 Tapanappa Whalebone Vineyard Merlot Cabernet Franc There’s
already a delightful complexity about
this wine. The fresh, ripe berry fruit is
given an extra dimension by the tobacco
leaf, cigar box background. The palate is
very fine, dry and savoury, with a silky
texture. Stylistically, there’s as much of
France as there is of Australia in this
wine. ($80.00) Outstanding
14.0% Cork
2008 Tapanappa Whalebone Vineyard Cabernet Shiraz Black-berry,
blackcurrant and high quality oak
are very well merged together in this
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Clonakilla Shiraz Viognier

F

ew Australian wines have made
as big an impact in such a short
time as Clonakilla Shiraz Viognier. In
the 1990 edition of his “Australian Wine
Guide” James Halliday’s summing-up
of Clonakilla was “Clonakilla is one of
the better-equipped wineries in the
Canberra district, and Dr. John Kirk
brings a highly trained scientific mind to
the operation. Wine quality is consistent
and, if a little more money was spent on
oak, could be very good indeed.” At that
stage the winery’s best-known wine was
probably the Cabernet Sauvignon which
sold for about $12.00.
In Halliday’s 1998 second edition of
“Classic Wines Of Australia” Clonakilla
doesn’t rate a mention. That will not
happen if the book is republished. With
the greatest respect to John Kirk’s work
in laying the foundations of Clonakilla,
it was his son Tim who took quality to
the next level and brought the Shiraz
Viognier to centre stage. The rise of the
Shiraz Viognier was achieved with very
little fanfare. There was no inflating
of prices to create publicity, there was
no trumpeting of “old vines”, and there
were no breathless media releases
drawing our attention to Parker 99s.
Topping the NSW Wine Awards in 1999
helped push the SV upwards in the
eyes of Australian consumers, but the
ascent was already underway, driven by
quality alone.
John and Tim Kirk hosted an exciting
dinner at Circa The Prince in St Kilda,
at which the twenty vintages of Shiraz
Viognier were served. Such is the
wine’s drawing power that almost all
Australia’s wine writers of note were in
the room. My comments on each wine
follow, but please bear in mind that all
were tasted at the dinner table, and not
“blind” under wine show conditions.

The Wines
1992 The nose is mature but fresh,
with elements of pepper, and still shows
red berry. There’s good weight of fruit,
a fresh acid finish, and there are still
tannins to lose. Recommended
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1993 This is a fresh, complex red with
violet and bramble overtones. The
palate is long, framed by fine tannins.
It’s drinking very well, but still has time
to go. Highly Recommended
1994 A herbal red fruits style showing
both white and black pepper. Tannins
linger on an acid-driven finish.
Agreeable
1995 There’s a slight animal edge to
this wine making it a little “Rhôney”.
The palate is fine and elegant, but a
touch short. Recommended
1996 Delicate, with a under-ripe, white
pepper edge. The palate is lively, but
lean. Agreeable
1997 Shows both black and white
pepper, together with bramble, over
mature red fruits. Starting to dry out
and show its acidity. Agreeable

Tim Kirk in fine form at the dinner

1998 If you have some of this wine,
you’re lucky. It’s a perfumed, spicy gem
of a shiraz with a fine, long palate. It’s
nowhere near its peak, and is a worldclass example of medium-bodied shiraz.
Outstanding
1999 This wine is still so young! The
nose is vibrant, showing fresh cherry
and strawberry aromas, and the palate
follows on. Cellar ten years at least.
Highly Recommended
2000 The nose is herbal and white
peppery, and although the palate is
supple, it shows a hint of greenness.
Recommended
2001 The dark cherry nose is a touch
dull, but the palate has plenty of weight
and tannin. Recommended

Page 14

WINEWISE

Volume 28 Number 4

2002 Tim Kirk is a great fan of CôteRôtie, and this is the closest he’s come
to emulating that style. It’s a very
perfumed wine with plenty of spice and
pepper. The palate is long, but the fine
tannins still rule the roost. Give them
a few years to soften and you may
have something very special. Highly
Recommended
Encouraged by his son Jeremy to try
something new & rare, John Kirk
planted the white grape viognier
in his Murrumbateman vineyard
in 1986. John’s son Tim, after a
transcendent tasting experience
in Côte-Rôtie in 1991, returned to
the family winery with a vision for
co-fermenting the viognier with
the Clonakilla shiraz. From the
Clonakilla web site
2003 Very full-on and ripe, with just
a touch of spice. There’s a nice whiff
of oak, and the palate is firm, even a
little solid. Patience may be rewarded.
Recommended
2004 The nose is very welcoming,
showing dark cherry and spice. There’s
a blast of fresh red berry flavour on
a fine, beautifully balanced palate.
Outstanding
2005 One of the more powerful wines
in the line-up, the 2005 offers mouthfilling dark cherry and plum with fine,
seamless tannins. I expect this wine
to rate Outstanding within five years.
Highly Recommended
2006 This is a rich, ripe, almost plum
jam style that is comparatively solid,
but fresh. It could be a 20 year style.
Recommended
2007 Very much a morello cherry style.
The fine, firm tannins linger, but the
intense fruit underneath is beginning
to emerge. Give it another ten years.
Highly Recommended
2008 This could well be the “classic”
Clonakilla Shiraz Viognier. It’s fragrant,
there’s a hint of stems, and it’s ripe and
complete. More than that, it’s genuinely
elegant, long and fine, with a totally
satisfying mid palate. Outstanding
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2009 An impressive combination of ripe
fruit, together with a whiff of viognier
and stems. I may get to love this wine
over time, but to me it’s atypical,
without the fundamental elegance that
Clonakilla Shiraz Viognier is all about.
In time we’ll see how it evolves. Highly
Recommended
2010 The raspberry and strawberry
aromas are attractive, but, on the palate
the fruit struggles to match the tannins.
Recommended
2011 A light, fresh, red berry style
that is very well made, but lacks the
essential depth required for a top rating.
Quite an achievement for a less than
great vintage in which some Canberra
producers threw up their hands in
despair. Recommended
Bravo to Tim Kirk for putting every
vintage on the table. Great grapes grow
in environments that are marginal, and
that means significant vintage variation.
There are “safer” places to grow shiraz,
but the resulting wines could never hit
the heights that the better Clonakilla
Shiraz Viogniers do. It’s those heights
that dedicated winemakers chase, and
sometimes capture. The best of this
line-up stand comfortably alongside the
world’s best shiraz, and I still struggle
to believe that they are made only 20
minutes’ drive from my front door.

Clonakilla Syrah
The Clonakilla Syrah is made from
100% estate fruit, but it is sans viognier.
It comes entirely from the northeast facing L and T blocks which are
comparatively warm. The wine is made
in very limited quantity, and I’m a big
fan.
2006 The nose shows very impressive
dark cherry and blackberry aromas, and
the richness, freshness and suppleness
of the palate are balanced by fine
tannins. Although it’s enjoyable wine, it
needs time. Highly Recommended
2008
This is a totally captivating
wine exuberating fragrant dark berry
aromas with a hint of bramble bush.
The palate is gorgeously fleshy and
beautifully balanced. In my view, it was
the best young red wine of the evening.
Outstanding
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2009 This wine was left on skins for
a month and it shows in the firm but
balanced structure, but the vibrant
blackberry/spice fruit will “gobble
up” the tannins over time. Well worth
cellaring. Highly Recommended
2010 Rose petals and spices show out
on the nose, and are very seductive.
Although the tannins are quite firm, the
palate is balanced, and has excellent
persistence. Highly Recommended
The importance of the Clonakilla Shiraz
Viognier 20 Year Celebrations should
not be underestimated. From humble
beginnings, a new and distinctive
style of Australian shiraz emerged.
In the past two decades Australians
have discovered the joys of mediumbodied shiraz, although there have
been examples, namely Seppelt Great
Western Shiraz, around for over 100
years. As well as Côte-Rôtie, the
Seppelt GW has been an inspiration for
Tim Kirk, and his shiraz shares the rose
petal aromas of the Victorian wine.

Conclusion

Having created a distinctive, muchsought-after style with his Shiraz
Viognier, Tim Kirk has no need to make
dramatic changes, and the creation of
the Syrah has allowed his creativity to
take another direction.
In my opinion viognier can be a blessing
or a curse when co-fermented with
shiraz. In the years that it works, the
result is an elegant, ethereally perfumed
wine. I think the 2002 and 2008 are
great examples. However, in some years
viognier contributes a solidity and an
amost-jammy aroma. In a way it’s like
using stems in the ferment. Some years
it’s a positive and others it’s not.
Regardless of one’s style preference
among the Clonakilla reds, there’s no
doubt they are trailblazers, and their
full impact is yet to be felt. If we get the
chance to look back in another twenty
years, I’m sure we’ll find that the
Clonakillas will have continued their
ascent, and influenced the approaches
of many other vignerons. It is one of the
wines that will finally convince overseas
critics that Australia is a truly great
wine country.
Lester Jesberg

K
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WINBURNDALE

een readers of Winewise will
be familiar with the name
Winburndale. Developed by Mike and
Helen Burleigh, the Winburndale
vineyard lies about 20 km east of
Bathurst, NSW at a height of about
800 m above sea level. I can testify to
the coolness of the climate. My car was
covered in snow there only last month!
Although
Winburndale’s
Fontana
Cabernet Sauvignon is a wine of
excellence, it’s the Solitary Shiraz that
has captured our imagination over the
past few years.
Mike Burleigh put on a full vertical
tasting for Deb Pearce and myself
recently. All the wines showed more
than respectable quality – quite an
achievement seeing the vines were
planted only in 1998 and underwent a
period of extended drought in the mid
2000s.
Emerging from that hot, dry period,
the 2008 and 2009 vintages of Solitary
Shiraz show what the vineyard is really
capable of. It’s staggering that vines only
a decade old can produce wines of such
quality. True cool area characteristics
show through in the form of black pepper
and spices like mace and cardamom.
The 2008 is currently available for a
bargain price of $30.00, very inexpensive
for a multiple Winewise Outstanding
award winner.
Deb and I debated the relative merits
of the 2008 and 2009. The later doesn’t
have quite the power of the 2008, but
it makes up for it in terms of spiciness
and elegance. The length of palate and
fineness of tannins are particularly
impressive.
Both wines deserve to be in your cellar.
www.winburndalewines.com.au
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Te Mata Estate

spent a particularly enjoyable few
days in Hawkes Bay helping Te
Mata’s John Buck celebrate his 70th
birthday. For John, it was the ideal
time to reflect on the achievements of
Te Mata Estate by way of some vertical
tastings of the flagship wines.
Te Mata Estate is located in the hills
around Havelock North, Hawkes Bay,
NZ. Its origins go back to Te Mata
station, established in 1854 by John
Chambers. Three vineyards were
planted in 1872, and, although time
has brought many changes, the sites
Coleraine, Awatea and Elston form the
heart of Te Mata Estate today.
John Buck and the Te Mata team, led in
the winery by Technical Director Peter
Cowley, have deep respect for the history
of their surroundings, and even though
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the plantings of cabernet sauvignon,
merlot, cabernet franc and chardonnay
occupy only four decades of that history,
there is an old world feel to Te Mata
Estate, not just in the preservation of
some of the old farm buildings, but the
intangibles of dedication, hard work and
honesty.
We tasted some of Te Mata Estate’s
recent bottled history. Here are my
observations of the wines poured.

Cape Crest
Cape Crest is made from sauvignon
blanc, blended with small amounts of
semillon and sauvignon gris. It is barrelfermented, and first saw the light of day
in 1984, beginning as a single vineyard
sauvignon blanc, but from 1993 it has
been a blend of wines from two adjacent
western Hastings vineyards which are
part of the Te Mata “domaine”.

Page 17

WINEWISE

Volume 28 Number 4

2011
Shows attractive gooseberry
aromas with some barrel-ferment and
lees complexity. There are hints of
lemon and lime as well, and the acidfresh palate is nicely textured. Highly
Recommended
85.0% sauvignon blanc, 11.0% semillon,
4.0% sauvignon gris*

* Sauvignon gris is a pink-skinned
variant of sauvignon blanc, and is
slightly more full-flavoured.

October 2012

Elston Chardonnay
Elston Chardonnay is made from
Mendoza clone (Gin Gin clone in Western
Australia) vines grown a short distance
from the winery.
The name is derived from Elston Hall,
the ancestral home of Charles Darwin’s
family.

2010 Ripe, intense gooseberry and
grapefruit characteristics shine out of
this wine. Although the oak component
is a little obvious, I have no doubt that
the fruit will absorb it over the next
couple of years. Highly Recommended

2011 The bouquet makes a strong citrus
impact through lemon and grapefruit
aromas and there are also hints of white
peach and freshly-baked biscuit. The
palate has a creamy texture, rich flavour
and enough acidity to allow short term
development. Recommended

2009
The gooseberry aromas and
flavours are becoming a little honeyed,
but this mouth-filling white is still fresh
and balanced. Start enjoying it now.
Recommended

2010 A slightly buttery white peach
style of chardonnay in which the classy
French oak is a little prominent right
now. However the fruit has the freshness
and intensity to absorb the oak over the
next twelve months. Recommended

2008
Barrel ferment and lees
complexity contribute significantly to
the gooseberry/freshly-sliced pineapple
aromas. This is a delicious, complex
mouthful of white wine which is drinking
very well. Highly Recommended

2009 The nose is attractive and fresh,
showing white peach and butterscotch,
but the palate is a little lean, with acid
leading the finish. Recommended

85.0% sauvignon blanc, 11.0% semillon,
4.0% sauvignon gris

86.0% sauvignon blanc, 9.0% semillon,
5.0% sauvignon gris

85.0% sauvignon blanc, 11.0% semillon,
4.0% sauvignon gris

2007 He’s the wine that is the apex of
the style. It’s still very fresh, showing
lemon curd, gooseberry and subtle
barrel ferment characteristics. This is
a delightful, elegant, textural wine that
drinks well now, but still has much to
offer. Outstanding
85.0% sauvignon blanc, 13.0% semillon,
2.0% sauvignon gris

2006 Shows developed richness and the
oak still manages to play a role. Citrus
and tropical flavours flood the palate. At
peak but not faded. Recommended
85.0% sauvignon blanc, 11.0% semillon,
4.0% sauvignon gris

1996 Quite deep, but bright, colour.
Although it shows its age through
beeswax and honeycomb aromas, and
the flavours are similarly developed, this
wine is still a good drink. Recommended
100.0% sauvignon blanc

The best of these wines lose nothing in
comparison to the best Bordeaux blancs.

2008
Vibrant white peach aromas
are enhanced by subtle crème brulée
overtones, and the palate is lively,
creamy and long. Excellent drinking.
Highly Recommended
2007 The powerful nose delivers white
peach, hazelnut, butter and vanilla
aromas in profusion. Although there’s
a little more grip on the palate than I
found in the ’08, there’s very long fruit
flavour, and well balanced acidity.
Highly Recommended
2006
There’s some white peach
and citrus pith showing, as well as
some obvious oak. The palate is still
commendably fresh. Recommended
1996
Deep gold colour. The nose
and palate are very developed, with
marzipan overtones. It still offers some
drinking pleasure, but has become a
curio. Agreeable
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Coleraine
Coleraine is a blend of Bordeaux
varieties, and for the past twenty
years I have regarded it as one of New
Zealand’s finest wines. It began as a
single vineyard wine, but from 1989 it
has been made from the best material
from Te Mata Estate’s oldest vineyards.
John and Wendy Buck live on Coleraine
Vineyard, named for the birthplace
of John’s grandfather – Coleraine in
Northern Ireland.
2011 (Barrel sample) Aromas of red
fruits and summer pudding. Looks to
have all the elements for success.
72% cabernet sauvignon, 22% merlot,
6% cabernet franc

2009 Ravishing raspberries and rose
petals with a kiss of oak – a stunning
nose. The palate is very intense, fine and
firm, with enormous potential. Cellar
ten years at least. Outstanding
52% cabernet sauvignon, 43% merlot,
5% cabernet franc

2007 The nose shows fragrant red fruits
with background dried herbs. There’s
something ethereal about it. Following
up beautifully, the palate delivers
everything expected, and the tannins
are super-fine. Keep 10-15 years if you
can. Outstanding
52% cabernet sauvignon, 34% merlot,
13% cabernet franc

2005 Shows surprisingly ripe characteristics of cherry jam, and is very
perfumed, with cedary overtones.
The palate is long, fine and seamless,
beginning to open up and reveal itself.
Drink now – 2022. Outstanding
37% cabernet sauvignon, 45% merlot,
18% cabernet franc

2000 Finally, we’re seeing a little
genuine maturity. The complex tobacco
leaf and cedar aromas and flavour take
the running from primary fruit, but the
palate offers satisfying flavour balanced
by fine tannins. Highly Recommended
52% cabernet sauvignon, 29% merlot,
18% cabernet franc

1998 A very impressive, powerful wine
showing maturing red berry, dried
herbs and leather. The oak is beautifully
integrated and the fine tannins linger.
This wine is very enjoyable now, but it’s
just starting to open up. Drink over the
next decade. Outstanding

October 2012

“We must pick each variety, before overripeness sets in, to display varietal
character. A hell of a lot of work goes
into getting the tannins right.” John
Buck

1995 The nose shows maturity, evidenced by hints of mushroom, undergrowth
and dusty road, but it’s still fresh.
The palate remains firm, but retains
plenty of fruit sweetness. This wine is
beginning to deliver in true claret style.
Highly Recommended
59% cabernet sauvignon, 34% merlot,
7% cabernet franc

1991
The original red fruits and
blackcurrant of the three grape varieties
are still very much in evidence, and
are joined by dried herbs, bay leaf and
tobacco. This is a complex, satisfying
wine of considerable depth with fine,
classic Médoc-like tannins. Outstanding
59% cabernet sauvignon, 29% merlot,
12% cabernet franc

“We concentrate on freshness and
elegance We deliberately made them to
13.0% max. for quite a while.” Peter
Cowley, Technical Director

1990 Still fresh, showing leafiness
and a hint of leather. Just becoming
a little dry on the finish. Drink now.
Recommended
59% cabernet sauvignon, 29% merlot,
12% cabernet franc

1989 A spicy red fruits style which still
retains freshness, but it shows some
green jalapeño overtones. It has reached
its limit, but still provides enjoyable
drinking. Recommended
54% cabernet sauvignon, 37% merlot,
9% cabernet franc

At its best, Coleraine is a majestic red
that has well and truly stepped out from
the shadow of Bordeaux or anywhere
else. Young vine callowness has caught
up with the earliest examples in this
tasting, but over time we have seen the
emergence of a marvellous red wine
style with its roots firmly in the ground
of Havelock North, New Zealand. You
may choose to throw bundles of cash
to the greedy Bordelaise, but I suggest
it would be better spent on wines like
Coleraine, the finest examples of which
you can now cellar for at least a quarter
of a century with confidence.

60% cabernet sauvignon, 32% merlot,
8% cabernet franc
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Yabby Lake Latest
Releases

stablished in 1998 by Robert
and Mem Kirby of Events
Cinema (formerly Village Roadshow)
fame, Yabby Lake is one of the
most progressive wine producers in
Australia. It’s all about the detail
with the Yabby Lake wines, from the
vineyard to the winery, no stone is left
unturned in the pursuit of wine nirvana.

October 2012

2011 ‘Red Claw’ Pinot Gris Pears,
toasted almonds. Fruit sweetness
up front. Nice mineral acidity. Quite
varietal and a decent example of
pinot gris. Will be great chilled for
summer. ($22.50)
Recommended
Winemaking: Hand-picked. Wholebunch pressed to tank. Left on lees
until June 11, 2011, then bottled.

From the beginning, they were
mindful of planting the best-suited
varieties and clones in the right sites
on their Victorian vineyards in the
Mornington Peninsula and Heathcote.
They only use chemicals when they
have to, and are moving ever closer
towards organic vineyard techniques.
Tom Carson is the man in charge
of the final result in the bottle. He
arrived at Yabby Lake in 2008 on
the back of a CV that spoke volumes
for his talent and enthusiasm.
He started his winemaking career in
1991 with Tim Knappstein, fuelling
his love of things Burgundian. From
that point Tom was unstoppable.
He travelled between Burgundy and
Coldstream Hills from 1992 to 1994.
Then, in 1996, he took up the reins at
Yering Station in the Yarra Valley.
His achievements during his time at
Yering Station were many. He was dux
of the Len Evans Tutorial in 2002, was
named ‘International Winemaker Of The
Year’ in 2004, and still fitted in a few more
vintages in Burgundy. He also began
his glittering wine show judging career
which led to a three year appointment
as chairman of the National Wine Show.
At Yabby Lake, Tom can indulge
his love of chardonnay and pinot
noir, as well as turning out mighty
fine shiraz under the Heathcote
Estate label for the Kirby family.
I took a look at the latest Yabby
Lake and Heathcote Estate offerings
with Tom on one of his recent
trips to Sydney, so let’s get into it.

2010 ‘Red Claw’ Chardonnay Pared
back style of chardonnay. Some appealing
grapefruit, citrus and stone fruits with
a slightly funky edge. To quote Tom
Carson, “a very nice drink in a Friday
casual way.” ($22.50) Recommended
Winemaking: Hand-picked. Wholebunch pressed. No MLF (malolactic
fermentation). Wild yeast ferment.
Aged on lees for ten months in 10%
new and seasoned puncheons (500l).
2011 ‘Red Claw’ Rosé Made from pinot
noir and employing carbonic maceration
and whole-bunch fermentation, this
is obviously a serious rosé. Abundant
aromas of redcurrants and fresh rose
petals rise out of the glass, and on
the palate it is thankfully dry with
an appealing savoury edge, decent
acid and length. This would be perfect
with food, as well as by itself with a
slight chill. ($22.50) Recommended
Winemaking: 18 to 24 hours on
skins. four momths on lees. No
oak
*A portion of the profits
from this wine is donated to the
Breast Cancer Network Australia.
2010 ‘Red Claw’ Pinot Noir Light
to medium-bodied in style, this is quite
a fruit-driven pinot noir with lots of
attractive redcurrant and flutters of
florals. The palate shows the same red-
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berry fruits along with fine-grained
tannins, with decent acid and length.
Rates very highly on the drinkability
scale.
($25.00)
Recommended
Winemaking:
Handpicked.
90%
destemmed fruit; 10% whole bunch.
three days cold soaking. Matured
for nine months in French oak.
2010 Yabby Lake Single Vineyard
Chardonnay I’m a fan of the 2009
version after seeing it in blind tastings
several times. I have to say this vintage
could end up being better! Lovely scents
of white stone fruits, white flowers and
citrus swirl around the glass, coupled
with an attractive hint of funk. The
palate shows a beautifully tight fruit
core with a grapefruit line of acid and
excellent length. This one will keep for a
few years – that’s if you can leave it alone
long enough. ($45.00)
Outstanding
Winemaking: Hand-picked. No MLF
(Malolactic fermentation). Wild yeast
ferment. Matured on lees for ten months
in French oak puncheons (10% new).
2010
Yabby
Lake
Block
6
Chardonnay This is another excellent
chardonnay.
Appealing
nectarine,
grapefruit pith and ocean spray aromas
waft around the nose with a bit more
savoury funk than the single vineyard
wine. The palate is tight, refined and
textural, with a primal fruit core and
excellent length. Another keeper that
will only improve. ($89.00) Outstanding
Winemaking:
Made
from
100%
Mendoza clone. Hand-picked and
whole-bunch pressed. No MLF. Wild
yeast ferment. Matured approximately
ten months in French oak puncheons.
2010 Yabby Lake Single Vineyard
Pinot Noir Spiced red berries and fresh
rose petal aromas accompanied by hints
of deli meats, tantalised the senses.
The palate shows a lovely fruit centre
together with unobtrusive oak, evident
but balanced tannins, excellent acidity
and length. It also shows astute use of
20% whole bunches that lift the aromas
and add to the structure. This is a fine,
tightly knit wine that is drinking well
now, but will reward a couple of years in
the cellar. ($60.00) Highly Recommended
Winemaking:
Hand-picked.
20%
whole-bunches. 3-4 days cold soaking.
Matured in French oak (some puncheons)
until bottling on February 2011.
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2010 Yabby Lake Block 6 Pinot
Noir Medium-bodied. An abundance
of red berries, spice, florals, deli meats
and Turkish delight appear on the
nose, with just a whisper of vanillin
oak. The palate is fist-clenchingly tight,
with a powerful fruit core, fine-grained
but positive tannins, lively acidity and
flavour that just won’t quit. A highly
perfumed, masculine style of wine,
that will improve and open up given a
few years. It’s just waiting to pounce.
Excellent stuff! ($89.00) Outstanding
Winemaking: 50% whole bunch.
3-4 days cold soak. Approximately
ten months in French oak puncheons
2010 Yabby Lake Block 2 Pinot
Noir Lovely bright colour. Attractive
fragrance of florals and redcurrants on
the nose with hints of savouriness and
spice. It’s quite fruity on the palate,
with fine tannins and good acidity –
nicely balanced. A very pretty wine that
will drink well now after decanting,
or could be even better in a couple of
years. ($89.00) Highly Recommended
Winemaking: 20% whole bunch.
3-4 days cold soaking. Matured
approximately ten months in French
oak barriques (225l) and puncheons.
2010 Heathcote Estate Single
Vineyard Shiraz Quite dense in colour.
Lots of black and blue fruits run around
the olfactories, accompanied by dark
spices and some wafts of purple florals.
The palate is quite luscious and ripe
with a nice balance of tannins and acid,
and a lingering finish. Will drink nicely
now after decanting, but if you can,
put some away for future enjoyment.
There is value here at the price point,
considering the potential longevity
of 15 to 20 years that the winemaker
suggests. ($45.00) Highly Recommended
Winemaking:
Destemmed
fruit.
16 months in French oak, 20% new.
2009 Heathcote Estate ‘F Block’
Shiraz Lots of red and black berries
assault the senses along with some
exotic spices, black pepper and a
savoury edge. The palate is deeply
intense, but balanced, with a tightlywound structure and a long, silky finish.
An alluring wine that has quite a few
years ahead of it. ($80.00) Outstanding
Winemaking: 20% whole bunches.
17 months in French oak, 30% new.
Deb Pearce
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2012 Riesling

October 2012

Recommended

intage 2012 has been spruiked by
just about every wine commentator
in Australia. As always, treat such
enthusiastic reports with caution. We
have no doubt that some of Australia’s
greatest rieslings in history were made
in 2012, but that doesn’t mean all 2012
rieslings are beyond reproach.

Highly Recommended

2012 Cherubino Great Southern
Riesling Delicately floral, with a lovely
linear racy palate. At the moment the
fruit is a little shy, but it could develop
well. ($35.00)
12.0% Screwcap
2012 Nick O’Leary Riesling This
Canberra district riesling is very much
in the dry Alsace style showing lemony
aromas and flavours with chalky
overtones. The palate has weight,
texture and acidity, finishing bone-dry.
($25.00)
11.8% Screwcap
2012 Freycinet Vineyard Tasmania
Riesling An out of mainstream style
showing gooseberry aromas with a
slightly sweaty thiol* overtone. Big
flavour and acid. ($24.00)
13.0% Screwcap
* In organic chemistry, a thiol is an

2012 The Yard Riversdale Vineyard
Frankland River Riesling A fresh,
restrained, floral riesling that is
intense, long and dry, with a crisp acid
finish. You can cellar this wine with
confidence. ($25.00)
12.0% Screwcap

organosulfur compound that contains a
carbon-bonded sulfhydryl group. Thiols
are the sulfur analogue of alcohols (that
is, sulphur takes the place of oxygen in
the hydroxyl group of an alcohol), and the
word is a portmanteau of “thio” + “alcohol”.
Many thiols have strong odors resembling
that of garlic. Thiols are used as odorants
to assist in the detection of natural gas
(which in pure form is odourless), and
the “smell of natural gas” is due to the
smell of the thiol used as the odorant.
Thiols are often referred to as mercaptans.
The term mercaptan is derived from the
Latin mercurium captans (capturing
mercury) because the thiolate group bonds
so strongly with mercury compounds.
From
Wikipedia
–
just
thought you’d like to know.

2012 Pfeiffer Riesling This is a very
impressive wine that reflects canny fruit
sourcing and impeccable winemaking.
It’s a riesling that’s perfumed, delicate
and full of life, with a classic long, dry
palate. ($18.90) Excellent Value
12.0% Screwcap
2012
Cherubino
Porongurup
Riesling Here we have a restrained,
grapey, citrus style of riesling, with a
mouthwatering, strong palate. It has
the structure and acidity to age well.
($35.00)
11.5% Screwcap

Agreeable
2012 Cherubino Laissez Faire
Porongurup Riesling
Sulphides
show over the delicate lime aromas.
The finish is slightly sweet, with good
acidity. ($29.00)
11.0% Screwcap

Acceptable
2012 d’Arenberg The Dry Dam
McLaren Vale Riesling Forward,
showing a touch volatile acidity, and it’s
slightly sweet. ($15.00)
11.2% Screwcap
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2012 Chalkers Crossing Hilltops
Riesling Advanced colour and nose.
Ditto palate. ($18.00)
12.5% Screwcap
2012 Moppity Vineyards Hilltops
Riesling The colour is comparatively
deep, and there’s plenty of free sulphur.
Finishes broad. ($25.00)
12.5% Screwcap
2012 Lock & Key Hilltops Riesling
Plenty of colour. The flavours are
advanced, tropical. Too forward and
broad. ($15.00)
11.0%
2012 Ferngrove Cossack Frankland
River Riesling Comparatively deep
colour. Dull and advanced, with a hard
finish. ($23.00)
13.0% Screwcap
2012 Tim Smith Wines Eden Valley
Riesling
Limey aromas with a
sulphurous overtone. SO2 dominates,
tightens and hardens the palate.
($25.00)
11.5% Screwcap
2012 Thorn Clarke Sandpiper Eden
Valley Riesling Slightly deep colour.
Chalky but forward. Tends broad and
phenolic. ($16.00)
13.0% Screwcap
2012 Seville Estate Yarra Valley
Riesling Slightly developed colour.
Already drying out. ($30.00)
12.0% Screwcap
2012 Pikes Olga Emmie Clare
Valley Riesling Dull, showing some
volatile acidity. Medium sweet. Lacks
freshness. ($20.00)
11.5% Screwcap

Make sure you buy as many good 2012
rieslings as you can. The top three wines
here are worthy additions to any cellar.

October 2012

Shiraz

Outstanding

2009 Shaw + Smith Adelaide Hills
Shiraz
The nose is beguilingly
complex, showing hints of spice and
undergrowth to partner the rich red
berry fruit. The palate is long and
well balanced, with a delightfully silky
texture. Shaw + Smith Adelaide Hills
Shiraz has maintained the highest
standards for nearly a decade. We
confidently declare it to be one of
Australia’s best red wines. ($45.00)
14.0% Screwcap
2009 Mount Langhi Ghiran Langi
Shiraz Comparatively light, bright
colour. The peppery red berry nose
has positive undergrowth overtones
and offers an appealing perfume. The
palate isn’t huge, but it’s fresh, long
and delightfully varietal. New oak is
skillfully folded in. ($90.00)
13.5% Screwcap
2009 Kaesler Alte Reben Barossa
Shiraz And now something completely different. Here’s a superb expression
of full-bodied shiraz. The fresh dark
berry aromas are enhanced by hints
of black pepper. The palate brings
together richness, power and balance.
A Barossa masterpiece. ($120.00)
14.5% Diam cork

Highly Recommended

2009 Chalkers Crossing Hilltops
Shiraz This is a complex, fresh shiraz
in which wild bramble overtones add
considerably to the red fruits aromas.
The medium-bodied palate is long and
beautifully balanced. ($30.00)
14.5% Screwcap

Recommended
2009 Leeuwin Estate Margaret
River Shiraz The perfectly ripe dark
berry fruit is vibrant and appealing,
but is comparatively simple. Oak
shows on the finish. ($35.00)
14.0% Screwcap
2009 Yering Station Yarra Valley
Shiraz Viognier The nose is a little
reduced and earthy, but the palate is
silky and long. A good drink.
14.5% Screwcap
Judged by: Lester Jesberg, Deb
Pearce, Lex Howard, Tim Kirk and
Nick O’Leary.
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VOYAGER ESTATE
MASTERCLASS

he Voyager Estate Masterclass
tasting is becoming a popular event
on the wine industry calendar. The late
Len Srbello and Deb Pearce covered it
last year, and we maintain the tag team
theme with Lester and Deb this time.
Lester tasted the wines in Canberra,
and Deb followed suit in Sydney a few
days later.

Chardonnay
2009 Kumeu River Maté’s Vineyard
Chardonnay
Deb: Aromas of stone fruits, grapefruit
and a hint of nutty oak. Nice creaminess
on the palate with the nutty oak coming
through again. Cleansing citrus acid and
a talcy texture with a long finish. Looks
a more restrained version of Maté’s than
previous vintages, especially on the oak
front. Lovely wine. Highly Recommended
Lester: There’s a good, rich nutty impact
with plenty of ripe peach aroma and
flavour together with a hint of cinnamon.
The palate has a creamy texture, length
and good acidity, but the oak manages
to intrude on the finish. Recommended
2009 Hardy’s Eileen Hardy
Chardonnay
Deb: Cashew oak prominent on the
nose. Camphor, stone fruit and floral
aromas. A leesy style of wine with a
lovely core of delicate fruit, tight lemony
acidity, well poised, with a lingering
finish. This wine could need a little time
in bottle to show its true colours. Highly
Recommended
Lester:
Beautifully
fresh
and
restrained, showing white peach and
quince. There’s also an appealing nutty
lees character, hints of butter and
seamlessly integrated oak. This is a
long-flavoured, creamy chardonnay that
needs time in bottle to show its best.
Highly Recommended
2009 Hamilton Russell Chardonnay
(Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, South
Africa)
Deb: Deep colour. Ripe stone fruits
aromas, and a slight oxidative edge.
There is a touch of marmalade on the
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nose, and palate too, along with a ‘candy
floss’ character. Query possible botrytis
in this wine. There is some mineral
citrus acidity, but it seems a little broad
and appears to be suffering from random
oxidation. Agreeable
Lester: Gold colour. Quite developed,
and showing buttery malolactic characteristics. It’s already starting to
dry out, and it reminds me of many
Australian chardonnays of the eighties.
Acceptable
2009 Voyager Estate Margaret
River Chardonnay
Deb: Pale straw colour. Scents of
lemon zest, grapefruit pith and white
stone fruits with hints of vanilla. Nice
touch of funky lees, very chalky texture
and mineral acidity. Complex, tight
and needs time. Citrus finish. Highly
Recommended
Lester: Very fresh and restrained,
with subtle lees-derived creaminess
and complexity. The fruit
characteristics lean to grapefruit,
and the long finish is highlighted by
lively acidity. Highly Recommended
2010 Yabby Lake Single Vineyard
Chardonnay
Deb: Pale colour. Appealing funky nose
– struck match and leesy - with white
flowers (jasmine). Lovely power and
drive on the palate, white stone fruits
come through. Lovely elegance and
tremendous length. Outstanding
Lester: This wine is a delightful meld
of fresh white peach and subtle nutty
complexity. The palate is tight and
long with a perfect balance of firmness,
creaminess and acidity. Superb wine
with a long life ahead of it. Outstanding
2009 Domaine Blain-Gagnard
Criots Batard-Montrachet
Deb: Pale straw colour. Slight candy
floss at first, peach skins, and leesy
funk. The palate shows ripe stone fruits
with a hint of spice, nice citrus acid and
a decent length. The oak pokes out,
but the fruit is strong enough to cope.
Highly Recommended
Lester:
There’s an almond meal
touch to the white peach nose, and a
pleasantly funky touch as well. The
palate is firm, powerful and textured,
with some oak that still needs time to
integrate. Highly Recommended
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2009 Voyager Estate Project 95
Chardonnay
Deb: Aromas of white stone fruits and
florals – quite perfumed. It’s highly
citrusy on the palate with a touch
of texture from solids and creamy
lees. Very well poised with a very
fine structure and persistent finish. A
beautiful, elegant wine with cool climate
characteristics. Highly Recommended
Lester: This is a very limited production
wine that is made entirely from clone
5 grown on Broadvale Block 6. It’s
available only a he cellar door, and is
100% wild ferment, 100% malolactic
and 50% new oak, with stirred lees. For
all the artifact, the nose is amazingly
fruit-driven, showing both white peach
and citrus overtones. The creamy palate
“swallows” the oak and finishes with
surprising acidity. Highly Recommended

Shiraz
2010 Glaetzer-Dixon Famiy
Winemakers Mon Père Shiraz
Deb: An intriguing blend of shiraz
and a splash of pinot gris, red-spiced
berries and white pepper leap out of the
glass. The palate is graceful and spicy,
and the oak is well in check. There is
lovely perfume from whole bunch, and
the length is excellent. I hope they can
pull this off again with Tasmanian fruit.
Highly Recommended
Lester: The nose shows attractively
spicy dark cherry, and the palate is fine,
long and medum-bodied. A very classy
example of cool climate shiraz. Highly
Recommended
2010 Clonakilla Shiraz Viognier
Deb: Lightish colour. Appealing scents
of floral, and red berries. Light to
medium-bodied (lighter than usual for
Clonakilla) in style. Spicy white pepper
& slight black pepper on the palate with
some redcurrant fruit. Very balanced
with a decent length. A highly elegant
wine. Highly Recommended
Lester: This is a just a bit under
medium-bodied, and although the red
berry aromas and flavours are attractive,
they’re just not strong enough to carry
to the structure. Recommended
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2010 Voyager Estate Margaret
River Shiraz
Deb: Bright purple colour. Aromas of
vibrant red raspberries and black fruit
with slight florals. Opulent spiced fruit
on the palate with good fruit weight, nice
balance, and a softness that makes it
highly drinkable now. A lovely mediumbodied style, and very pretty. Highly
Recommended
Lester: A delightfully fragrant
shiraz showing raspberry and other
red fruits. The tannins are fine and
the mouthfeel is silky, making it
deliciously drinkable, but it has time
ahead of it. Highly Recommended
2010 Mac Forbes Gruyere Syrah
Deb: Quite a skinsy, almost carbonic
nose. Scents of red currants, slightly
herbal with a savoury edge. Seems quite
‘whole-bunchy’ (apparently 30%) and
the fruit is restrained, but it has good
poise with decent acid and length. It’s
quite a cool-climate style, and it’s out
there! Well worth a look. Recommended
Lester : Bright colour without much
depth. The nose shows rose petals, and
carries secondary herbal, gamy, truffle
characteristics. The palate is quite
savoury, but isn’t persistent enough,
and shows its acidity on the finish.
Recommended
2009 Domaine du Coulet Cornas
Les Billes Noires
Deb: Dense black fruit aromas, but it
has strong feral overtones. The palate
is quite drying and sucks the life out
of your tongue. Far too bretty for me.
Acceptable
Lester: Has intense dark berry/cherry
fruit on the nose, but it’s strongly
challenged by brettanomyces that smells
like horse stalls. The palate is worse,
finishing hard and metallic. Undrinkable
as far as I’m concerned. Unacceptable
2010 Trinity Hill Gimblett Gravels
Syrah
Deb: Good colour, bright appearance.
Spiced ripe black fruits with a hint of
savouriness. Nice rich fruit weight,
but the oak is a touch overbearing and
it looks super-ripe and a tad jammy. A
gritty, muscular wine that I’m sure will
have its fans. Recommended
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Lester: A complex leather/undergrowth
style showing strong dark fruits aromas
and flavours. However, the opulent palate
finishes a little hard. Recommended

Cabernet Sauvignon
2008 Wantirna Estate Amelia
Cabernet Merlot
Deb: Good colour. Medium to fullbodied in style. Very primal fruit on a
nose of red and blue fruits with leafy
and minty hints. Nice fruit weight with
a touch of spice, bright acid line and
fine-grained tannins. A good wine that is
drinking well now, but it might benefit
from some time in bottle. Recommended
Lester: The red fruits aromas carry some
dried herbs and leaf. The palate is fresh
enough, but a bit simple and lean. Agreeable
2008 Voyager Estate Margaret
River Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot
Deb:
Good purple-tinged colour.
Attractive cassis fruit on the nose
accompanied by a slight herbaceous,
minty, seaweed edge.
The palate
appears to be quite earthy and savoury,
but it does have cassis at the heart of
it. Structurally, it has some tight acidity
and soft, fine-grained tannins. A lovely
wine that will benefit from time. Highly
Recommended
Lester: The blackcurrant and leaf
characteristics
are
given
extra
complexity by hints of undergrowth,
tilled earth and dusty road. The palate
is satisfying and long, framed by fine,
firm tannins and enhanced by perfectly
integrated oak. Outstanding
2008 Château Ducru-Beaucaillou
Deb: Good colour. Aromas of cassis
and tobacco leaf with a slight hint of
tomato-bush. On the palate, the fruit
looks a touch soft, but is supported by
fine, evident tannins and a fairly decent
acid line. Not a great year in Bordeaux,
but this was a very good effort under the
circumstances. Highly Recommended
Lester: Red fruits and herbal/
undergrowth aromas show on the nose
typical of classic Médoc. The palate is
well balanced, with good length and fine,
savoury tannins. Highly Recommended
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2008 Tenuta dell’Ornellaia
Ornellaia
Deb:
Very dense wine. Leafy and
plummy characters with an almost
meaty personality, together with a
touch of soy sauce. It is very cabernet
in its structure, and it appears to carry
a fair amount of oak. A very upright,
luscious, very ripe extracted wine that
is built for the long haul. Recommended
Lester: Big, ripe and solid, with chewy,
extractive tannins. Time will improve it,
but I doubt if it will ever be considered
a great example of Ornellaia. Agreeable
2008 Spottswoode Estate Napa
Valley Cabernet Sauvignon
Deb: Medium to full-bodied in nature,
this wine shows attractive dark cassis
on the nose, with minty hints, and a
touch of deli-meats. It is very tight and
powerful in the mouth with good tannin
structure and lovely cabernet character.
Excellent acid line and length with
beautiful balance. It has a great future.
Outstanding
Lester: This is an intense cassis/cedar
style of cabernet with a prodigiously long
palate. The tannins are fine and persistent,
balancing the impressive fruit beautifully.
One for the long haul. Outstanding
2008 Wynns Coonawarra Estate
John Riddoch Cabernet Sauvignon
Deb: Very dense colour. Bright cassis
and leafiness with a lick of spice, but
there is a touch of dried fruit sitting
underneath. On the palate, the fruit
weight is rich and luscious with lots
of tannins and a soft but vibrant acid
line. It’s a big style of John Riddoch,
and could improve with a few years of
patience. Highly Recommended
Lester: An impressive cabernet that
is strongly varietal and yet to really
open up. Cassis and raspberry mingle
with high quality oak, and the palate
is long, showing classic Coonawarra
acidity. Cellar ten years at least. Highly
Recommended
We enjoy tastings like this where
producers pour their wines “blind” and
let them speak for themselves. It also
allows us to view Australian wines in
an international perspective. There’s no
question that Voyager Estate acquitted
itself very well against a line-up of
generally high quality.
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CANOBOLAS-SMITH
CHARDONNAY

T

he Orange wine region in New
South Wales has taken a few
decades to make an impact on the
Australian wine scene, but it’s certainly
doing so now. Orange didn’t rate a
mention in the 1990 edition of James
Halliday’s Australian Wine Guide. But
grape vines were already in the ground
at Bloodwood and the evolution of the
Orange region was underway. Just
three years after soil was turned at
Bloodwood, the first cuttings took root
at Canobolas Smith after being planted
by Murray Smith.
The Canobolas Smith vineyard is 850 m
above sea level, and is located off Cargo
Road to the west of the city of Orange.
Courtesy of Murray Smith, we had the
pleasure of tasting eight vintages of
Canobolas Smith Chardonnay. All were
sealed with screwcap.

The Wines
2010 Shows rich white peach with
cashew/vanilla overtones. The palate
is a little too full flavoured, but the
acidity keeps it in check. Short term.
Recommended
2009 Another full flavoured wine with
a hint of cling peach, but there’s also
a degree of restraint which prevents it
from going over the top. The palate is
attractively creamy. Recommended
2008 “Shine” Reserve This is a more
reserved white peach style. It has a
lovely chalky, juicy palate with citrus
and nectarine flavours of excellent
length. This is a very appealing, creamytextured wine with lively acidity. Highly
Recommended
2006 Deeper colour. Shows honey and
preserved peaches, but it’s a bit too
full flavoured and shows its alcohol.
Agreeable
2005 Quite deep colour. Toasty and
too developed, but it retains some fruit.
Definitely drink now. Acceptable
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2004 Good colour for age. Some nice riper
peaches and citrus. Still some freshness
on the nose. Slightly savoury, nutty with
attractive oak showing. It’s very fresh,
without much honeyed character, and
the intense fruit comfortably handles
the oak. Classic regional acidity lifts the
finish. Highly Recommended
2002 “Shine” Reserve Quite pale
colour, but the appearance isn’t star
bright. This wine shows very attractive
white peach fruit with complexing notes
of nuts, toast and oyster shell. The
palate is long, fine, fresh, creamy and
still evolving. Outstanding
Note: We rate this wine Outstanding
even though it appears marginally
cloudy. The casual observer wouldn’t
notice it, and it doesn’t interfere with the
enjoyment of the wine, but technocrats
would raise their eyebrows.
2001 Quite toasty. Rich and peachy with
ruby grapefruit and lemons showing.
Still has freshness with a grapefruit
pith edge to acid line. It doesn’t quite
have the complexity of the 2002, but it’s
a very pleasant drink indeed. Highly
Recommended
The Winewise panel enjoyed this
tasting. The oldest three wines were
particularly impressive, and show how
well the six hectare vineyard is suited
to chardonnay. Surprisingly, some of
the wines were a little too full bodied for
us, and we noted that they were around
14.0% alcohol. That seems at odds with
a high altitude cool site, and perhaps
slightly earlier picking or viticultural
adjustments could lead to a slightly
leaner, even better style.
We’ll leave that for Murray to ponder,
but there’s no doubt his chardonnay is
already successful, and we commend it
to you.

GO TO

www.winewise.net.au for
the latest reviews and news of changes
at WINEWISE
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Mesh Eden Valley Riesling
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decisions are made.
We have included the vintage comments
from meshwine.com although at
t i m e s
the
writer
w a s
clearly
wearing
rosecoloured
glasses.
2012 This young wine shows strong,
but delicate, lime characteristics
together with a little sulphur dioxide.
The excellent intense, linear palate
has a steely acid finish. A classic Eden
valley riesling. Cellar five years at least.
Outstanding
Mild conditions allowed an even bud
burst with good shoot growth in spring
followed by a good cropping level
at fruit set. Mild summer conditions
and cool nights helped develop great
flavours and sugar to acid balance.
Slightly higher than average rainfall
from November through to harvest in
March aided flavour development and
balance. A great Eden Valley riesling
vintage. From www.meshwine.com

2011 Slightly advanced greyish colour.
Already showing some broadness. Very
much short term. Agreeable
The 2011 vintage will long be
remembered for its cool temperatures
throughout the ripening and growing
months. This has resulted in the white
wines from the Eden Valley being
delicate and flavourful with generous
and balanced natural acidity. Riesling
loved the season and the resulting wines
are classic examples.

M

esh Riesling came into existence
in 2002 with something of a
fanfare. The concept of a collaboration
between Robert Hill Smith of Yalumba
and Jeffrey Grosset was a sure thing,
and the wine media lapped it up.
To make sure it is indeed a true
collaboration and meeting of minds, the
Eden Valley grapes are hand-picked
from alternate rows into yellow bins
(Yalumba) and blue bins (Grosset).
They are then taken to the respective
wineries for fermentation. The different
batches of wine are analysed, tasted
and keenly discussed before blending.

2010 A very rich riesling with
impressively fresh lime aromas and
flavours. The satisfying palate is lifted
by lively acidity. Cellar 3-5 years.
Recommended
The 2010 vintage growing season
began with a cool, wet September and
October that meant the riesling vines
grew slowly. However, beautiful weather
through November and December
resulted in strong vines that flowered
without impediment. An even summer
followed, with cool nights and no heat
spikes - perfect for the ripening of
flavours in the berries.

2009 There’s a touch of maturity
here, together with limey richness.
It’s just entering the toasty phase.
Very enjoyable drinking because of its
intensity, length and acidity, but it will
improve over the next couple of years.
Highly Recommended
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After a dry 2008 winter and spring, the
vines got off to a good growing start
and set well balanced crops. The heat
wave in January, while not ideal, was
pre-veraison, and caused few problems.
The weather after this, in February,
March and into April was cool, with
particularly cool nights - absolutely
perfect for slow ripening, accumulation
of flavours and retention of natural
acid.

2008 Plenty of colour. Unfortunately the
nose shows the beginnings of kerosene
character. Mouthfilling and ready now.
Agreeable
Although the 2008 vintage was a
vintage of extremes, Eden Valley
riesling fared amazingly well. The
drought meant no summer rain – but
winter rains had filled the soils, and
the vines were in good health. The
vintage was very early, so the fruit was
picked before the effects of the late
March heat wave were seen. The result
is another great riesling wine with a
strong citrus flavour and tight mineral
profile, typical of the region and of the
Mesh style.

2007 There’s honey, toast and lime here,
in a very fresh, impressive riesling. The
palate is a delight, with everything in
its place. Drink now – 2017. Highly
Recommended
Vintage 2007 followed an extremely
dry growing season. The nationwide drought presented a number
of viticultural challenges, notably
numerous cold-weather events during
winter and spring causing low crops
to be set. Natural rainfall in the Eden
Valley during the growing season was
less than 40% of average and this,
combined with slightly higher than
average temperatures, caused the
grapes to ripen nearly a month earlier
than normal. Despite these trials, the
quality of the fruit was excellent.

2006 The 2006 is developing very well,
showing fresh lime and a hint of toasty
maturity. The long, fresh-acid palate
is still quite restrained, but strongly
varietal and regional. Now – 2020.
Outstanding
It would have been hard to have planned
a more perfect Eden Valley vintage. After
a lovely wet spring and early summer,
the vines were healthy and strong and
set good conservative crops. The lack of
any heat spikes in February, combined
with cool nights, meant that the vines,
under no stress, accumulated sugars
quickly while retaining natural acid.
The result was a quick, clean and early
vintage and gorgeous riesling.

2005 This is a comparatively restrained
and limey riesling with a lively, intense
palate. The length and balance of this
wine take it near perfection. Now - 2025.
Outstanding
Good rains for the beginning of the
04/05 growing season augured well
for vintage. By mid January the skies
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had cleared and no subsequent rain,
combined with balmy temperatures
for the remainder of the season, meant
that flavours ripened over an even
and long period. The result is a wine
with excellent intensity of flavour and
structure.

2004 This is a fresh, rich and ready
riesling with lovely citrus and toast
characteristics. It’s near its peak. Rich
and delicious with excellent acidity.
Highly Recommended
After good rains in spring, summer
in the Eden Valley was dry, but with
an unexpectedly cool January, which
was perfect for the vines to ripen and
maintain good canopies. February
brought
more
normal
summer
conditions with both a heat spike and
plenty of warmth that initiated the
flavour ripening phase in Eden Valley
grapes. Late February, March and April
were dry and balm,y with cool nights
and warm days.

2003 A honeyed, toasty riesling showing
very obvious maturity. The palate is
broad, but this wine is still drinking ok.
Agreeable
Following the gorgeous 2002 Eden
Valley riesling vintage, the 2003 had a
lot to live up to, and it did. Another dry
winter led to vines setting conservative
crops, and a dry and warm January
forecast an early vintage. However
February brought some long looked for
rain, and the following cool dry weather
was perfect for the ripening of flavours
and sugars in the grapes. The final
result is that 2003 will be remembered
as one of the great white vintages in
Eden Valley.

2002 A riesling in its prime. It’s limey,
fresh and intense, with lively acidity. It
has reached its peak, but should drink
well for the next few years. Highly
Recommended
As it transpired, the 2002 vintage could
not have been a better year to start the
Mesh project. It was a textbook vintage
for riesling in the Eden Valley. Naturally
low crops were set in late spring and the
weather remained mild and dry over the
long, even ripening period. In fact, we
had the lowest January temperatures
on record! The result was very healthy
vines that produced grapes with high
natural acid, concentrated flavour and
excellent quality.

The noble experiment is a success,
demonstrated by an impressive decade
of rieslings book-ended by two gems.
The best releases of Mesh are up there
with Australia’s finest rieslings, and the
better vintages are standing the test of
time, representing a classic Australian
region with distinction.
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Madeira

ohn Buck wanted to do more to
celebrate his 70th birthday than
reflect on the growth and success of Te
Mata Estate over the past three decades.
He added something very special – a
tasting of the great fortified wines of
Madeira.
Madeira is an island that lies 1,000
km west of Casablanca, Morocco and
is about 70 km long and 40 km wide.
Ninety percent of the island is more
than 500 m above sea level. The first
settlers arrived early in the 15th century.
Madeira wine is fortified, and it may
be quite dry (Sercial), semi sweet
(Verdelho), sweet (Bual) and sweeter
(Malmsey). The best examples are aged
in barrel for many decades, sometimes
for more than a century.
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picking up large (112 gal/423 l) casks of
wine known as “pipes” for their voyages
to India.
What makes Madeira wine production
unique is the estufagem aging process,
meant to duplicate the effect of a long
sea voyage on the aging barrels through
tropical climates. Three main methods
are used to heat-age the wine, according
to the quality and cost of the finished
wine:
Cuba de Calor: The most common,
used for low cost Madeira, is
bulk aging in low stainless steel
or concrete tanks surrounded by
either heat coils or piping that
allow hot water to circulate around
the container. The wine is heated
to temperatures as high as 130 °F
(55 °C) for a minimum of 90 days
as regulated by the Madeira Wine
Institute.

Sercial is made from the grape variety
of the same name – known as cerceal in
Portugal.

Armazém de Calor: Only used
by the Madeira Wine Institute, this
method involves storing the wine in
large wooden casks in a specially
designed room outfitted with steamproducing tanks or pipes that heat
the room, creating a type of sauna.
This process more gently exposes the
wine to heat, and can last from six
months to over a year.

Likewise, Verdelho is made from the
very same grape that produces an ocean
of ordinary white wine in Australia.
Bual is the English form of boal, and
the grape variety malmsey is more
commonly known as malvasia.
The following section (in italics) is
quoted from that magnificent reference
book, “The Oxford Companion To Wine”,
edited by Jancis Robinson.

Canteiro: Used for the highest
quality Madeiras, these wines are
aged without the use of any artificial
heat, being stored by the winery in
warm rooms left to age by the heat
of the sun. In cases such as vintage
Madeira, this heating process can
last from 20 years to 100 years.

The roots of Madeira’s wine industry
date back to the Age of Exploration, when
Madeira was a regular port of call for
ships travelling to the New World and
East Indies. By the 16th century, records
indicate that a well-established wine
industry on the island supplied these
ships with wine for the long voyages
across the sea. The earliest examples of
Madeira were unfortified and had the
habit of spoiling at sea.

Much of the characteristic flavour of
Madeira is due to this practice, which
hastens the mellowing of the wine
and also tends to check secondary
fermentation in as much as it is, in effect,
a mild kind of pasteurization.

However, following the example of Port,
a small amount of distilled alcohol made
from cane sugar was added to stabilize
the wine by boosting the alcohol content
(the modern process of fortification using
brandy did not become widespread till
the 18th century). The Dutch East India
Company became a regular customer,

Furthermore, the wine is deliberately
exposed to air, causing it to oxidize. The
resulting wine has a colour similar to a
tawny port wine. Wine tasters sometimes
describe a wine which has been exposed
to excessive heat during its storage as
being cooked or maderised.
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The Wines
I wondered whether I should report on
all the wines of such an esoteric tasting.
In the interest of sending the Madeira
message, and trying to describe the
styles, I decided to cover all the wines,
but keep to my notes brief rather than
wax as lyrical as I would like.
Blandy’s Sercial 1974 (bottled 2004
– No.1992 of 2268) Light yellow/brown
– touch of butterscotch/sticky date
pudding. Bone dry, with quite strident
acidity.
Blandy’s Sercial 1966 (bottled 2004
– No.1172 of 2404) Lovely delicate
“Ferrero Rocher” nose with a hint of
butterscotch and cumquat marmalade.
Silky palate – acidity not as pronounced
as in the 1974, but still high.
Blandy’s Sercial 1940 (bottled 1986)
A penetrating nose of Christmas cake

October 2012

and toffee, with woody notes. The palate
is linear and delicate. “A ballet dancer”,
suggested one of my fellow tasters.
Leacocks Verdelho 1973 Fresh,
complex nose of caramel and nutmeg.
Slightly sweet, with a big acid finish.
Blandy’s Verdelho 1968 (bottled
2001 – No. 202 of 1200) The nose is
amazingly fresh, but very complex and
subtle – hints of caramel – gently sweet,
with a hot alcohol finish.
Blandy’s Verdelho Solera 1870
(bottled 1988) Beautifully freshened.
Hints of butternut biscuits and dried
flowers – intense – high acidity makes
the finish dry.
Cossart Gordon Terrantez 1977
Almost fragrant – dried dates and
golden syrup. Very rich palate which
is medium-sweet, with Islay whisky
overtones.
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Blandy’s Terrantez 1976 (bottled
2004 – No.1486 of 2000) Shows more
golden syrup and power than the Cossart
Gordon. There’s a beguiling complexity
about this medium-sweet wine which
includes suggestions of Islay whisky
(again!) and Russian Caravan tea.
Terrantez Madeira is one of the rarest
wines in the world. This year, Blandy’s
is reported to have processed 500 kg of
terrantez grapes in what was a good
vintage of normal yields.

Blandy’s Malmsey 1985 (bottled
2009 – No.505 of 1420) Shows golden
syrup aromas together with those of
orange rind and eastern spices. The
sweet palate is lifted by acidity. Still
very youthful.
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The last two wines thrilled us. The
vintage of the second wine is no mistake.
It was the year Beethoven died, and
the last naval battle fully under sail
was fought. King George IV was on the
English throne and Abraham Lincoln
turned 18. They are wines we may never
encounter again, but we will never
forget them. Thank you John Buck.
Even though I’ve had the privilege of
tasting high quality Madeira before, I
felt, until this tasting, that Portuguese
Vintage Port was the best fortified wine
in the world. I’m rethinking that, and a
trip to Madeira has been pencilled in for
next year.
For much more on Madeira go to http://
www.madeirawineguide.com/
Lester Jesberg

Blandy’s Bual 1980 (bottled 2009 –
No.602 of 1000) Shows some old wood
character and spirit. Sweet and intense,
but a little unbalanced.
Blandy’s Bual 1977 (bottled 2009 –
No.572 of 1241) Shows dried figs and
treacle characteristics on very fresh
nose and palate. The finish is long and
acid-driven.
Blandy’s Bual 1968 (bottled 2004 –
No.1531 of 3844) Very fresh and figgy.
The acid is very prominent, but the
sweetness helps balance the palate. Still
a bit sharp.
Blandy’s Bual 1920 (bottled 2006 –
No.998 of 2118) Oh my! It’s ethereal.
Nuts, sticky date pudding, dried fruits,
toffee etc etc. Supremely elegant – sweet
start, dry, acid finish.
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Quinta de Serrado Bual 1827
(bottled 1988) How can a wine this
old smell this fresh? Golden syrup,
butternut cookies, vanilla bean. Sweet,
with a long, dry finish.
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