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2015 WINEWISE CHAMPIONSHIP 

any wine enthusiasts, particularly those who reside 

outside Australia, are unfamiliar with Australian wine 

shows. Wines are judged “blind” by panels which are 

usually made up of wine professionals – winemakers, journalists, 

sommeliers etc. The Australian Wine Industry Directory lists 

about 66 shows for the calendar year in which wines are awarded 

gold, silver and bronze medals. If the 20 point scale is used, a wine 

must score at least 18½ to earn gold, and on the 100 point scale a 

minimum of 95 is required. 

Of the extensive list of wine shows, Winewise chooses 20, from 

which only gold medal winners are invited to enter the 

Championship. That exclusive list is: 

 

Adelaide Hills Wine Show 

Australian Alternative Varieties Wine Show 

Barossa Wine Show 

Canberra Regional Wine Show 

Clare Valley Wine Show 

Geelong Wine Show 

Gippsland Wine Show 

Hunter Valley Wine Show 

International Riesling Challenge 

International Sweet White Challenge 

Langhorne Creek Wine Show 

Limestone Coast Wine Show 

Margaret River Wine Show 

McLaren Vale Wine Show 

Mornington Peninsula Vignerons Wine Show 

Mudgee Wine Show 

National Cool Climate Wine Show 

National Wine Show 

New England Wine Show (Incl. Granite Belt, Qld.) 

New South Wales Wine Awards 

Orange Region Wine Show 

Tasmanian Wine Show 

Victorian Wines Show 

Wine Show of Western Australia 

Yarra Valley Wine Show 

 

We consider that list gives us an excellent snapshot of the 

Australian wine scene. Producers, from the largest to the smallest, 

enter these regional and theme shows where wines are judged in 

the proper context of origin and style. 

Here are our findings after bringing over 400 gold medal winners 

together. 

 

 

M 
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RIESLING 

n this tasting riesling puts up its hand for the title of 

Australia’s best white varietal. Although South Australia 

holds sway numerically, Victoria and Western Australia 

deliver ★★★★★ wines. New South Wales also gets close with the 

unique 2007 Pokolbin Estate Riesling. As you’ll see, exceptional 

value is a recurring theme. 

Best value wines in red. 

 

2014 

★★★★☆ 

 

2014 Peter Lehmann H & V Eden Valley Riesling  This is a richly 
flavoured, beautifully balanced riesling that is both floral and limey, with 
a beguiling hint of aniseed. Lively acidity drives the long finish. Drink 
now to 2018.  ($22.00) 
http://peterlehmannwines.com/buy.html 
 
2014 Peter Lehmann Wigan Eden Valley Riesling  Here we have both 
intensity and delicacy. Restraint is the key word in this perfumed long-
flavoured riesling with linear acidity. It will remain in the cellars for a 
few years before release and is the epitome of the Eden Valley style.  
(Not yet released) 
 
2014 Pikes The Merle Clare Valley Riesling  Now we have the epitome 
of Clare Valley riesling. It’s packed with fresh limey goodness backed by 
mouth-watering acidity, and has considerable cellaring potential – a 
decade or more.  ($40.00) 
http://www.boccaccio.com.au/buy/pikes-the-merle-riesling-2014/LQ506045 

 
2014 Seppelt Drumborg Vineyard Riesling  One of Australia’s classic 
rieslings again delivers the goods. It’s a compact, intense citrus style in 
which the steely acidity is perfectly balanced by a hint of residual sugar. 
However the finish is long and dry. Cellar as long as you like.  ($29.95) 
http://canterburywines.net/Categories/Riesling.htm 
 
 

I 

http://peterlehmannwines.com/buy.html
http://www.boccaccio.com.au/buy/pikes-the-merle-riesling-2014/LQ506045
http://canterburywines.net/Categories/Riesling.htm
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2014 Kerrigan + Berry Mt Barker Great Southern Riesling  Bearing 
the names of winemakers Michael Kerrigan and Gavin Berry, both of 
whom have helped write chapters of Western Australian wine history, 
this riesling has established itself as one of Australia’s best. The 2014 
vintage is a riesling purist’s dream, being floral, intense, long and dry.  
($30.00) 
http://www.hayshedhill.com.au/view/cellar-new 

2014 Vickery Watervale Riesling  This new label does justice to the 
illustrious name (John Vickery) that it carries. A restrained riesling that 
is blessed with the lime juice character of Clare. It’s packed with flavour 
supported by lively acidity and is very enjoyable now but will take a few 
years in bottle. ($20.00) 
http://www.eastendcellars.com.au/category-list/white-wine/vickery-
riesling-2014-252516.html 

2014 Jaeschkes Hill River Clare Estate Riesling  We couldn’t believe 
the price of this wine, so we had to check with the producer. This 
amazing bargain is richly limey in aroma and flavour, with delightful acid 
freshness. The essence of Clare. Stock up!  ($120 per dozen) 
http://www.hillriverclareestate.com.au/order-form/ 
 

★★★★ 

2014 Heemskerk Coal River Riesling  An aromatic grapefruity riesling 
with some residual sugar well balanced by typical Tasmanian acid. In 
fact the acid provides structure and considerable drive to the long dry 
finish. It should age very slowly.  ($34.00) 

2014 Pikes Traditionale Clare Valley Riesling  This is a very limey, 
richly-flavoured wine backed up by good acidity. It’s Clare through and 
through. Drink now and over the next 2-3 years.  ($17.70) 
http://www.winestar.com.au/pikes-clare-valley-riesling-2014 

2014 Peter Lehmann Portrait Eden Valley Riesling  Rich, varietal and 
mouth-filling, finishing with freshness. The drinking window opens 
shortly.  (Not yet released but should be under $20.00) 

2014 Gilberts Mt Barker Riesling  The Small Vigneron Awards winner 
acquits itself well in hot company. It’s a pure, fragrant, dry riesling with 
length and elegance. ($22.00) 
http://www.gilbertwines.com.au/wines.aspx?_ItemType=2 

2014 Riposte The Scimitar Clare Riesling  The regional imprint on this 
rich limey riesling is strong. It certainly delivers plenty of flavour and is 
beginning to reveal what it’s all about.  ($18.95) 
http://www.huntforwine.com.au/white-wine/riesling/adelaide-hills-
sa/riposte-scimitar-riesling-2014/ 

2014 Crabtree Watervale Riesling  This is a rich lime juice style that is 
lively, aromatic and a pleasure to drink right now.  ($19.95) 
http://www.mycellars.com.au/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=1375&ut
m_source=winesearcher&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=March 

 
 

 

 

http://www.hayshedhill.com.au/view/cellar-new
http://www.eastendcellars.com.au/category-list/white-wine/vickery-riesling-2014-252516.html
http://www.eastendcellars.com.au/category-list/white-wine/vickery-riesling-2014-252516.html
http://www.hillriverclareestate.com.au/order-form/
http://www.winestar.com.au/pikes-clare-valley-riesling-2014
http://www.gilbertwines.com.au/wines.aspx?_ItemType=2
http://www.huntforwine.com.au/white-wine/riesling/adelaide-hills-sa/riposte-scimitar-riesling-2014/
http://www.huntforwine.com.au/white-wine/riesling/adelaide-hills-sa/riposte-scimitar-riesling-2014/
http://www.mycellars.com.au/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=1375&utm_source=winesearcher&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=March
http://www.mycellars.com.au/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=1375&utm_source=winesearcher&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=March
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★★★ 

2014 DiGiorgio Family Wines Kongorong Riesling  A fascinating wine 
with complex aromatics reminiscent of some German rieslings. The 
palate is long, with low-level residual sugar balanced by acidity.  
($19.00) 

2014 Wirra Wirra The Lost Watch Adelaide Hills Riesling  Lemons 
and limes show out in the aromatics, together with a grassy hint. A 
flavoursome, well balanced, short-term riesling.  ($22.00) 

2014 Mount Majura Vineyard Riesling  This Canberra District riesling 
shows the typical lemony characteristics of the region and is well 
balanced. Good short-term drinking.  ($27.00) 

2014 Taylors Wines St Andrews Clare Valley Riesling  The aromatics 
are citrus-like, with hints of hay. There’s good intensity here, and the 
hay-like characteristics persist on a satisfying palate. ($35.00) 

2014 Jeir Creek Riesling  A fairly forward wine offering stone fruit 
aromas and flavours. It’s fresh, balanced and ready to drink.  ($25.00) 
 
2014 Capital Wines Gundaroo Vineyard Riesling  Quite reserved and 
fresh. Has some lemon blossom aromatics, but lacks the fruit intensity to 
match it with the top wines. ($28.00) 
 
2014 Robert Stein Mudgee Reserve Riesling  There’s a touch of 
orange peel in the aroma, but it’s not excessive. However, this richly 
flavoured wine is coming forward fairly quickly.  ($50.00) 
 

★★ 

2014 Naked Run Wines The First Clare Valley Riesling  Definitely 
varietal, but it’s developing quickly. Drink now.  ($19.00) 
 
2014 Carillion Wines Orange Riesling  Quite forward, with stone fruit 
and tropical aromas and flavours. Ready.  ($25.00) 
 
2014 Bird in Hand Honeysuckle Riesling   A little dull and biscuity, 
with obvious residual sugar. ($25.00) 
 
2014 Gippsland Wine Company St Helier Vineyard Riesling  An “out 
there” riesling showing complex funky sulphides on the nose. The palate, 
with a touch of residual sugar and balanced acidity, saves the day. 
($28.00) 
 
2014 Ferngrove Cossack Frankland River Riesling  Surprisingly 
developed, showing kerosene overtones.  ($23.00) 
  
 
 

The wines of the 2014 vintage impressed us. However we counsel you to 
shop carefully if you seek wines to put away for more than two or three 
years. If you’re looking for shorter term wines it’s riesling paradise. 
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2013 

★★★★★ 

The top three 2013 wines are brilliant examples of Australian 

riesling. We urge you to seek them out and enjoy them.  

          MEDALLION WINNER 

2013 Richmond Grove Limited Release Watervale Riesling  Young 
dry riesling doesn’t come much better than this. It’s delicate, perfumed, 
intense, long and precise. What’s more, the cellaring potential is 
considerable.  ($18.50) 
https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2013-richmond-grove-
limited-release-watervale-riesling 
 
 
2013 Jacob's Creek Steingarten Riesling  A very pure, floral Eden 
Valley riesling that lives up to its lofty reputation. It’s wonderfully 
intense and linear, built for a long cellaring life.  ($30.00) 
https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2013-jacobs-creek-
steingarten-riesling 

★★★★☆ 

2013 Howard Park Great Southern Riesling  This is a very elegant yet 
powerful riesling with faint complex enhancements of orange peel and 
aniseed. The palate is a delight – long and satisfying, with structural 
acidity.  ($25.00) 
http://www.graysonline.com/retail/hopgsrie613/wine/howard-park-
riesling-2013?spr=true?partnerer 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2013-richmond-grove-limited-release-watervale-riesling
https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2013-richmond-grove-limited-release-watervale-riesling
https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2013-jacobs-creek-steingarten-riesling
https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2013-jacobs-creek-steingarten-riesling
http://www.graysonline.com/retail/hopgsrie613/wine/howard-park-riesling-2013?spr=true?partnerer
http://www.graysonline.com/retail/hopgsrie613/wine/howard-park-riesling-2013?spr=true?partnerer
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★★★★ 

2013 Paulett Antonina Polish Hill Riesling  A very appealing rich 
limey expression of the Clare Valley. It’s a wine of power and balance 
that will definitely benefit from cellaring.  (Not available) 
 
2013 Catlin Wine Co Clare Valley Dry Grown Riesling  There’s a touch 
of development but the intensity of fruit is impressive, as is the restraint. 
Enjoyable drinking now in the dry reserved style.  ($30.00) 
 
2013 Tim Adams Clare Valley Riesling  Here’s a riesling that is really 
yet to open up and reveal itself. The nose is very fresh, showing hints of 
lime and the palate is dry and linear.  ($18.00) 
http://www.winestar.com.au/tim-adams-riesling-2013 
 
2013 Loom Long Yarn Eden Valley  Riesling   Although showing a 
touch of development, this wine provides very enjoyable drinking in a 
full flavoured style. It’s fresh and delicious.  ($15.00) 
 

★★★ 

2013 Tar & Roses Lewis Riesling  A riesling with plenty of stone fruit 
flavour. Pleasant drinking now.  ($21.95) 

2013 Waterton Tasmania Riesling  Quite developed. Seems to show 
some botrytis. Certainly interesting.  ($27.00) 
 

★★ 

2013 Tahbilk Riesling  Shows obvious development but retains enough 
freshness for current drinking.  ($16.95) 

2013 Snake and Herring Teardrop Riesling  A very big, forward 
riesling with buttery overtones.  ($25.95) 
 

Older 

★★★★★ 

2010 Paulett's Aged Release Polish Hill River Riesling  
This is a delightful wine that combines the best of both maturity and 
youth. Lime and toast aromas presage a brilliant regional palate of great 
length and balance.  (Not yet available)  MEDALLION WINNER 
 
2012 Jacob's Creek Steingarten Riesling  There’s a strong 
resemblance to the equally good 2013 Steingarten in that it’s the essence 
of varietal purity and restraint. Another classic Eden Valley riesling with 
a long life ahead of it.  ($24.00) 
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/jacobs-creek-steingarten-
riesling?id=a7c9ed083c2e36887a602c04f6f5f0b5&key=1nESC2&sessid=61b4b720a0a091
0ad8bc6f747ac8a619 

 
2009 Peter Lehmann Wigan Eden Valley Riesling  This is the current 
release of the Wigan which has quickly risen to AA status in the 
Australian wine lexicon.  It’s amazingly undeveloped and would pass for 
a much younger wine, showing very reserved floral aromas.  The palate 
is long and fine, finishing with lingering acidity. It may seem odd to 
recommend a six year old riesling for cellaring, but we certainly do. 
($28.00) http://www.winestar.com.au/peter-lehmann-wigan-riesling-2009 
 

 

http://www.winestar.com.au/tim-adams-riesling-2013
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/jacobs-creek-steingarten-riesling?id=a7c9ed083c2e36887a602c04f6f5f0b5&key=1nESC2&sessid=61b4b720a0a0910ad8bc6f747ac8a619
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/jacobs-creek-steingarten-riesling?id=a7c9ed083c2e36887a602c04f6f5f0b5&key=1nESC2&sessid=61b4b720a0a0910ad8bc6f747ac8a619
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/jacobs-creek-steingarten-riesling?id=a7c9ed083c2e36887a602c04f6f5f0b5&key=1nESC2&sessid=61b4b720a0a0910ad8bc6f747ac8a619
http://www.winestar.com.au/peter-lehmann-wigan-riesling-2009
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★★★★ 

2012 Peter Lehmann Wigan Eden Valley Riesling  This wine is 
beginning to show some form in that the first elements of toasty 
maturity enhance the fresh intense florals.  It’s a very fine, stylish riesling 
that should be drinking beautifully when it’s released in a couple of 
years. (Not yet available) 
 
2007 Pokolbin Estate Hunter Valley Riesling  We’ve previously 
reported on the Pokolbin Estate rieslings, and we hope the showing of 
this wine against Australia’s elite convinces any doubters. It displays 
some honeyed maturity, but is full of life and varietal character. The 
palate is enlivened by clean acidity.  ($28.00) 
https://www.pokolbinestate.com.au/product-category/wines/riesling/ 
 
2012 Paulett's Aged Release Polish Hill River Riesling  We’ve 
described Neil Paulett’s rieslings as classics of  Clare, and this wine is a 
good example why. Needless to say, limes are present in profusion and 
the lip-smacking acidity makes it a wine to wait for.  (Not yet available) 
 
2009 Pikes Traditonale Clare Valley Riesling  The opulence and 
balance of this wine make it a real drink-now gem. Limey Clare flavour 
merges beautifully with a faint honeyed overtone and the acid-fresh 
finish is a winner. ($22.00) 
http://www.tonyscellars.com.au/products/Pikes-Clare-Valley-Riesling.html 

 
★★★ 

2009 Paulett's Aged Release Polish Hill River Riesling  A rich, 
mature, honeyed riesling that is ready to drink.  ($50.00) 
 
2012 Naked Run Place in Time Clare Valley  Riesling  Full flavoured, 
showing citrus rind overtones. Drink now.  (Not available) 
 
2009 Forbes & Forbes Cellar Matured Eden Valley Riesling  Mature 
but drinking quite well. Just a little lean on the finish.  ($32.00) 
 
2012 Waterton Tasmania Riesling  Appears strongly botrytis-affected, 
but offers powerful stone fruit flavours with good acidity and some 
phenolic grip.  A quirky wine.  ($27.00) 
 

★★ 

2006 Koonowla Clare Valley Riesling  Deep colour. Fully mature. Just 
starting to dry out.  (Not available) 
 
2011 Half Moon Braidwood Riesling  Shows a little residual sugar 
balanced by acidity. A slight cheesiness on the nose detracts somewhat.  
($19.50) 

 
There are so many outstanding wines under $30.00 in this line-up that 
it’s almost an insult to one of the world’s great wine grapes, but don’t let 
that deter you. Now’s the time to buy. 

 
 

SUBSCRIBE NOW 

www.winewise.net.au 

 

https://www.pokolbinestate.com.au/product-category/wines/riesling/
http://www.tonyscellars.com.au/products/Pikes-Clare-Valley-Riesling.html
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SEMILLON 

emillons young and not so young shone brightly in the 

Championship tastings. Though it has much in its favour, 

including low alcohol, longevity and liveliness, semillon 

sadly struggles to win the hearts of Australian wine drinkers.  

2014 

★★★★★ 

 
 

2014 Thomas Wines Cellar Reserve Braemore Hunter Valley  

Semillon  Here we have a wine that is the epitome of classic 

Hunter semillon in its early days. It’s super-fresh, restrained, and 

shows hints of grass and lime. The palate is pure and acid-fresh. 

(Not yet released) 

 

2014 Silkman Semillon  This is a classic regional style showing 

vibrant, captivating lemon grass aromas. The palate is intense, dry 

and linear – absolutely typical of outstanding Hunter semillon.  

(Not yet released) 

 

2014 Pepper Tree Wines Rhodes Limited Release Semillon  

Fresh, limey, grassy and full of life. This is a very impressive 

young semillon that can be enjoyed now or cellared for 3-5 years. 

($28.00) 

http://www.peppertreewines.com.au/our-wines-and-shop/product-

detail/?ProductID=101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S 

http://www.peppertreewines.com.au/our-wines-and-shop/product-detail/?ProductID=101
http://www.peppertreewines.com.au/our-wines-and-shop/product-detail/?ProductID=101
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★★★★ 

2014 Audrey Wilkinson The Ridge Semillon  Slightly forward 

but strongly varietal, with a good acid line. Excellent drinking over 

the next few years.  (Not yet released) 

 

2014 Gundog Estate Poacher's Hunter Valley Semillon  Very 

fresh, showing some lemon grass aromatics, and there’s plenty of 

varietal flavour. Drink now – 2020. ($30.00) 

 

2014 Briar Ridge Dairy Hill Hunter Valley Semillon  There’s 

a very impressive lemony component amid the aromas, and the 

palate is long and acid-fresh. ($35.00) 

 

2014 First Creek Black Cluster Semillon This wine is already 

delivering plenty of rich varietal flavour. Fresh acidity lifts the 

finish. Short term.  (Not yet released) 

 

★★★ 

2014 Tyrrell's HVD Hunter Semillon  A little forward but has 

interesting complex components which possibly stem from lees 

contact. A lively, flavoursome wine.  (Not yet released) 
 

2014 Thomas The OC Hunter Valley Semillon  Fresh but a little too 

much towards stone fruit than citrus. The palate is well supported 

by acidity.  ($23.50) 
 

2014 The Willows Vineyard Barossa Valley Semillon  There’s plenty 
of varietal flavour to be enjoyed in this well proportioned semillon. 
Although it’s comparatively forward, it’s fresh and very drinkable. 
($16.00) 
 

2014 First Creek Winemaker's Reserve Semillon  A richly flavoured 

style with adequate acid support. Drink now – 2018.   (Not yet 
released) 
 

★★ 

2014 Robert Stein Mudgee Semillon  Quite deep colour. Although this 
wine shows obvious development, it still has the freshness for current 
drinking.  ($25.00) 
 

 
 
A couple of months can make a difference to recently bottled young 
white wines. The Audrey Wilkinson The Ridge in particular showed as a 
much tighter and less sulphury wine than it did in our December 
semillon feature. 
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OLDER 

★★★★★ 
 

 

2005 Tyrrell's Vat 1 Hunter Semillon  As you can see 

from the bottle image this wine has won a few gold medals and 

trophies. It’s a semillon that appears to have reached the top of a 

gloriously honeyed plateau which it will undoubtedly hold for years 

to come. An Australian classic. If you find this wine on any auction 

house list, don’t miss it.  (Not available)  MEDALLION WINNER 

 

2009 Meerea Park Alexander Munro Semillon  Here’s another 

wine of the highest quality. The fresh lemon curd aromas are 

captivating, and the palate is rich and long, with a great line of 

acidity. If you wish to try a brilliant Hunter semillon in the prime 

of its life, buy this one without hesitation. ($32.95) 

http://www.mycellars.com.au/catalog/product_info.php?products_id

=1244&utm_source=winesearcher&utm_medium=referral&utm_ca

mpaign=April 

 

★★★★☆ 

2009 Coolangatta Estate Semillon  Once again wines from this 

showpiece vineyard on the Shoalhaven Coast rise to the top. This 

one is rich, intense and toasty, but very fresh indeed, with a clean 

acid finish. (Not available)  

 
2007 McLeish Estate Hunter Valley Semillon  A very impressive 
semillon that is at or near the peak of its powers. The intense honeyed 
flavour is supported by lively acidity.  ($55.00) 
https://www.topaustralianwines.com.au/white/mcleish-estate-
semillon-2007-white-wine 
 
2006 Coolangatta Estate Semillon  Another semillon that has reached 
a glorious toasty peak. It’s a beautifully balanced, satisfying wine that is 
acid-fresh. (Not available) 
 

http://www.mycellars.com.au/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=1244&utm_source=winesearcher&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=April
http://www.mycellars.com.au/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=1244&utm_source=winesearcher&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=April
http://www.mycellars.com.au/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=1244&utm_source=winesearcher&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=April
https://www.topaustralianwines.com.au/white/mcleish-estate-semillon-2007-white-wine
https://www.topaustralianwines.com.au/white/mcleish-estate-semillon-2007-white-wine
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2013 Two Rivers Stones Throw Hunter Valley 

Semillon  Here’s the bargain, and you won’t have to wait ten 

years to taste it at its best. The lemony nose is enhanced by a 

complex hint of hay, and the palate is quite mouth-filling, 

supported by lively acidity. An excellent user-friendly varietal 

white. ($16.00)  MEDALLION WINNER 

http://fromtheproducer.com/wine/two-rivers-stones-throw-

semillon.html 

 

★★★★ 

2009 Brokenwood Latara Vineyard Hunter Valley Semillon  

This wine is entering an ideal drinking phase, combining the first 

signs of toasty maturity with youthful freshness. The palate is 

balanced and satisfying. ($55.00) 

2009 Tyrrell's Belford Hunter Semillon  A little gem which is 

vibrantly lemony, with a hint of toastiness. At 5-6 years of age, 

quality Hunter semillon starts to show what it’s all about, and this 

is a great example.  ($25.00) 

2011 Pooles Rock Semillon  Delightfully lemony and 

mouthfilling, with excellent acid back-up. This wine is drinking 

very well indeed. (Not available) 

2011 Tyrrell's Stevens Hunter Semillon  Here’s a 2011 with 

considerable promise. It’s still quite restrained and needs a couple 

of years to emerge from its primary stage.  (Not yet available) 

2013 McLeish Estate Hunter Valley Semillon  Comparatively 

forward, but packed with varietal richness supported by fresh 

acidity. Good drinking.  ($30.00) 

2013 Silkman Semillon  This wine is beginning to really deliver. 

The lemony aromas and flavours are building up, and there’s 

plenty of freshness and life. ($22.50) 

 

 

 

http://fromtheproducer.com/wine/two-rivers-stones-throw-semillon.html
http://fromtheproducer.com/wine/two-rivers-stones-throw-semillon.html
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★★★ 

2009 Mistletoe Reserve Hunter Valley Semillon  Quite toasty 

and ready, but still fresh. Enjoy it now.  ($30.00) 

 

2013 Brokenwood Oakey Creek Vineyard Hunter Valley 

Semillon  Plenty of colour and flavour. Fresh acidity makes it 

good short term drinking.  ($40.00) 

 

2012 Peter Lehmann Margaret Barossa Valley Semillon  Has 

plenty of varietal character and is very rich and honeyed. (Not yet 

released) 

 

2011 First Creek Winemaker's Reserve Semillon  Quite 

forward and ready to drink.  ($45.00) 

 

2005 Meerea Park Alexander Munro Aged Release Semillon 

It’s mature and complex, but the palate is showing signs of drying 

out.  (Not available) 

 

★★ 

2009 Bunnamagoo Mudgee Semillon  Shows some grassiness 

but is also quite developed. Definitely ready.  (Not available) 

 

2011 Mistletoe Reserve Hunter Valley Semillon  Deep colour. 

Too developed for its age.  ($28.00) 

 

 

The Hunter Valley dominated this class both numerically and in 

quality terms. However, since 2009 there has been a string of 

vintages which yielded earlier-maturing wines. There’s no problem 

with that, but if you are cellaring Hunter semillons, monitor the 

progress of post 2009 examples closely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE JUDGES 

The 2015 Winewise Championship was judged 

over four days by a panel of five which was 

drawn from the following judges: 

Lex Howard (Winewise) 

Tim James (Dawson & James wines) 

Lester Jesberg (Winewise) 

Tim Kirk (Clonakilla wines) 

Nick O’Leary (Nick O’Leary wines) 

Deb Pearce (Winewise) 

Chris Shanahan (“Canberra Times”) 

Nick Spencer (Eden Road wines) 

David Yeates  (Winewise) 
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CHARDONNAY 

argaret River and Yarra Valley are two of the 

strongholds of Australian chardonnay, but neither 

produced the best chardonnay of the Winewise 

Championship. That honour went to the region centred on the 

idyllic coastal town of Denmark in south-west Western Australia.  

Such was the quality of the chardonnays this year that any of 

about a dozen wines could have taken the major award, and we 

haven’t mentioned the Mornington Peninsula or Adelaide Hills yet!

The strong message to come from this and the next couple of 

bulletins is to see top-end Australian chardonnay for what it is – 

world-class wine. 

 

 

★★★★☆ 

2013 Deep Woods Estate Reserve Chardonnay  Power, 

restraint, texture and length of flavour are all features of this 

exceptional chardonnay. There’s also a hint of funkiness to add to 

the already impressive toasted cashew complexity. Don’t miss this 

one when it’s released.  (Not yet released) 

 
2012 Juniper Estate Margaret River Chardonnay  Mark 

Messenger of Juniper Estate has been making wines of excellence 

for a long time, but hasn’t received the recognition he deserves. 

Two ★★★★☆ chardonnays address that. The ‘12 excels through 

richness, texture and oak handling. This great package of flavour 

is as fresh as the proverbial daisy.  ($34.00) 

http://www.wineseek.com.au/products/14-chardonnay/1344-

juniper-estate-chardonnay-2012/?bc=no 

 

 

M 

http://www.wineseek.com.au/products/14-chardonnay/1344-juniper-estate-chardonnay-2012/?bc=no
http://www.wineseek.com.au/products/14-chardonnay/1344-juniper-estate-chardonnay-2012/?bc=no
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2013 Juniper Estate Margaret River Chardonnay A year less 

age shows in the tightness of structure and comparative reticence 

of this wine. However that doesn’t mean the intensity and mouth-

feel of the 2012 aren’t there. They are – and the fresh acid finish 

suggests that the 2013 may even surpass the excellence of the 

2012.  ($33.25) 

https://www.juniperestate.com.au/products 

2011 Devil's Lair Icon Ninth Chamber Margaret River 

Chardonnay  This is a wall to wall chardonnay packed with 

varietal flavour backed up by complexity and classy new oak. It’s a 

fascinating drop with real presence and attractive bottle age 

character.  ($75.00) 

http://shop.devils-

lair.com/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showDrilldown&productid=9c189788-

d3ed-bc8c-d0bd-

4b62886478ea&SearchProductCategoryID=&OrderBy=PXPC.DisplayOrder%2520A

sc%2C%2520P.Price1 

 

★★★★ 

2013 Snake and Herring Corduroy Chardonnay A very fresh 

chardonnay which benefits from a whiff of funk. It’s vibrant and 

creamy, with a lingering finish enlivened by acidity.  (Not yet 

released) 

2013 Voyager Estate Project 95 Broadvale Block 6 Margaret 

River Chardonnay  The appealing white peach and grapefruit 

varietal aromas and flavours work well with the French oak. The 

fineness and length of palate are big quality factors.  (Not yet 

released) 

2013 Clairault Margaret River Chardonnay  Attractively 

fresh, with a hint of citrus playing a part in the aromatics. A wine 

of impressive balance, texture and long flavour.  ($38.00) 

2013 Watershed Awakening Single Block A1 Margaret River 

Chardonnay This is a very fresh chardonnay with new oak input 

and appealing white peach flavour. All the components are there. 

They just need another year or two to harmonise.    (Not yet 

released) 

2013 Devil's Lair Icon Ninth Chamber Margaret River 

Chardonnay Very backward at the moment, but it’s impossible to 

miss the quality. It will build in richness and complexity as it 

awaits its time in the sun.  (Not yet released) 

https://www.juniperestate.com.au/products
http://shop.devils-lair.com/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showDrilldown&productid=9c189788-d3ed-bc8c-d0bd-4b62886478ea&SearchProductCategoryID=&OrderBy=PXPC.DisplayOrder%2520Asc%2C%2520P.Price1
http://shop.devils-lair.com/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showDrilldown&productid=9c189788-d3ed-bc8c-d0bd-4b62886478ea&SearchProductCategoryID=&OrderBy=PXPC.DisplayOrder%2520Asc%2C%2520P.Price1
http://shop.devils-lair.com/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showDrilldown&productid=9c189788-d3ed-bc8c-d0bd-4b62886478ea&SearchProductCategoryID=&OrderBy=PXPC.DisplayOrder%2520Asc%2C%2520P.Price1
http://shop.devils-lair.com/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showDrilldown&productid=9c189788-d3ed-bc8c-d0bd-4b62886478ea&SearchProductCategoryID=&OrderBy=PXPC.DisplayOrder%2520Asc%2C%2520P.Price1
http://shop.devils-lair.com/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showDrilldown&productid=9c189788-d3ed-bc8c-d0bd-4b62886478ea&SearchProductCategoryID=&OrderBy=PXPC.DisplayOrder%2520Asc%2C%2520P.Price1
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★★★★★ 

  MEDALLION WINNER 

2013 Singlefile Denmark Reserve Chardonnay This is a 

sublime chardonnay which came out on top over very strong 

opposition. It’s a textural delight with seamless oak integration 

and prodigious length. If you can find some you’re very fortunate. 

(Not available) 

★★★★ 

2013 Howard Park Western Australia Chardonnay (52% 

Mount Barker, 39% Margaret River, 9% Porongurup)  A 

delightfully creamy chardonnay with structure and length. The 

fruit is enhanced by a complex lees-derived nuttiness and very well 

handled oak.  ($40.00) 
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★★★★★ 

2013 Seville Estate Reserve Yarra Valley Chardonnay  Two 

stunning chardonnays from Seville Estate went within a whisker 

of the medallion. The 2013 is powerful, long and complex, with a 

firmness on the palate that contributes to structure and balance. It 

is clearly influenced by the great whites of Burgundy, but has an 

identity which is all its on.  This is one of Australia’s finest 

chardonnays. ($59.95) 
http://www.mycellars.com.au/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=1371&

utm_source=winesearcher&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=March 
 

 
 

2012 Seville Estate Reserve Yarra Valley Chardonnay  The 

2012 is no less a wine, and shares a strong family bond with the 

2013. Again structure and texture play strong roles, but it is 

freshness and intensity which really star.  ($70.00) 

http://www.sevilleestate.com.au/buy-online/ 

 

★★★★☆ 

2012 Coldstream Hills Reserve Chardonnay Although the 

classy French oak shows through at the moment, the nose is 

packed with white peach fruit and nutty lees complexity. The 

palate is long, very well structured and clearly needs a couple of 

years to fully open up. ($55.00) 

http://www.boccaccio.com.au/buy/coldstream-hills-reserve-

chardonnay-2012/LQ506239 

 

2012 Oakridge Local Vineyard Series Guerin Vineyard 

Chardonnay White peach and grapefruit are in abundance, with 

comparatively subtle oak and a fine talc-like texture. The palate 

finishes with a refreshing twist of acidity.     ($36.00) 

http://www.oakridgewines.com.au/PurchaseWine/Local_Vineyard_

Series.aspx 

 

http://www.mycellars.com.au/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=1371&utm_source=winesearcher&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=March
http://www.mycellars.com.au/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=1371&utm_source=winesearcher&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=March
http://www.sevilleestate.com.au/buy-online/
http://www.boccaccio.com.au/buy/coldstream-hills-reserve-chardonnay-2012/LQ506239
http://www.boccaccio.com.au/buy/coldstream-hills-reserve-chardonnay-2012/LQ506239
http://www.oakridgewines.com.au/PurchaseWine/Local_Vineyard_Series.aspx
http://www.oakridgewines.com.au/PurchaseWine/Local_Vineyard_Series.aspx
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2013 Coldstream Hills Deer Farm Chardonnay The white 

peach fruit on nose and palate is impressively fresh, and the palate 

is very taut and textured, showing excellent acidity.  ($35.00) 

2013 Oakridge Local Vineyard Series Barkala Ridge 

Chardonnay  An intense, coiled up chardonnay showing a touch 

of struck match funkiness. The nutty, creamy palate is long and 

impressively fresh.  (Not available) 

2012 A. Rodda Willow Lake Yarra Valley Chardonnay  This 

is a fresh, long-flavoured chardonnay with a hint of struck match 

adding complexity. The creamy palate texture contributes 

considerably to the enjoyment. ($36.00) 

http://www.cloudwine.com.au/shop/white-wine/chardonnay/a-

rodda-willow-lake-vineyard-chardonnay-2012 
 

2009 Oakridge 864 Van der  Meulen Vineyard 

Chardonnay  This wine is now at the peak of its powers and was 

rewarded with the medallion for best older chardonnay. It’s rich, 

complex, creamy-textured and still impressively fresh. (Not 

available)  MEDALLION WINNER 
 

★★★★ 

2012 De Bortoli Section A5  Yarra Valley Chardonnay A powerful, 

fresh and funky chardonnay showing excellent restraint and 

staying power. The finish is freshened by lively acidity. It will be 

even better in another 1-2 years.  ($47.00) 

2012 Oakridge 864 Chardonnay Funder & Diamond Drive 

Block   This impressive chardonnay has its share of sulphidic 

funk, which won’t appeal to everybody, but the intense varietal 

fruit carries it easily, and the long creamy palate is a joy.  ($75.00) 

2013 Seville Estate Yarra Valley Chardonnay  The varietal 

white peach fruit is fresh and attractive, and the palate offers 

plenty of flavour and length as well as a lash of new oak. ($30.00) 

2013 Coldstream Hills Reserve Chardonnay  This wine is still 

a little closed and showing its oak. However there’s no lack of fruit, 

acidity and texture. All that’s required is some time in bottle. (Not 

yet released) 

 

The lofty standard of the wines can be clearly seen. All are either 

five or four star ratings. The Mornington Peninsula, Bellarine 

Peninsula, Gippsland and Tasmania are next. Will they fare as 

well? 

 

http://www.cloudwine.com.au/shop/white-wine/chardonnay/a-rodda-willow-lake-vineyard-chardonnay-2012
http://www.cloudwine.com.au/shop/white-wine/chardonnay/a-rodda-willow-lake-vineyard-chardonnay-2012
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CHARDONNAY 

 

 

 

 

 

★★★★☆ 

2012 Montalto The Eleven Mornington Peninsula 

Chardonnay This single vineyard wine is simply busting with 

flavour. Powerful varietal white peach merges beautifully with 

cashew lees character and a lick of new oak. A cracking good 

chardonnay. ($60.00) 

http://www.princewinestore.com.au/Product/tabid/60/511160/Mont

alto-The-Eleven-Vineyard-Chardonnay-2012 

2013 Montalto Estate Mornington Peninsula Chardonnay  

We were mightily impressed with this one too. The vibrant fruit is 

matched to nutty complexity and a whiff of funkiness. Very few 

chardonnays at this price deliver more on the palate.  ($39.00) 

★★★★ 

2012 Montalto Estate Mornington Peninsula Chardonnay  A 

fresh white peach style with oak and nutty lees inputs. The palate 

has excellent texture and balance together with a fresh acid finish.   

(No longer available) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.princewinestore.com.au/Product/tabid/60/511160/Montalto-The-Eleven-Vineyard-Chardonnay-2012
http://www.princewinestore.com.au/Product/tabid/60/511160/Montalto-The-Eleven-Vineyard-Chardonnay-2012
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2013 Paringa Estate Chardonnay An intense white peach, nuts 

and butter style with a very creamy texture and structure partly 

contributed by oak.  It’s looking good now but another year in 

bottle will do no harm. ($35.00) 
 

★★★ 

2012 Paringa Estate Chardonnay  Richly flavoured and offering 

length and texture, but it’s just a little too forward, and the oak is 

fairly prominent. ($38.00) 

 

 

 

★★★★☆ 

2012 Limbic Chardonnay Limbic winery is located at Pakenham 

Upper, about 10 km north-east of Cranbourne between the 

Mornington Peninsula to the south and Yarra Valley to the north. 

This is a very impressive chardonnay that unites white peach 

varietal flavour, lees complexity and oak seamlessly. It’s beginning 

to drink well but is still on the rise. Don’t miss this one. ($30.00) 

jenny@limbicwines.com.au 

★★★★ 

2013 Cannibal Creek Chardonnay Very much a cool region 

(Gippsland) chardonnay in that the aromas tend towards 

grapefruit. There’s some subtle lees input resulting in attractive 

complexity and palate texture.  (Not yet released) 

★★★ 

2013 Shadowfax Longest View Geelong Chardonnay  There’s 

a mountain of flavour here, backed up by a modicum of funkiness. 

This one is ready to drink now.  ($25.00) 

 

2011 Cannibal Creek Chardonnay Shows quite a bit of 

development, but there’s no lack of varietal fruit backed by good 

acidity.   ($32.00) 

★★ 

2013 Clyde Park Single Block B3 Chardonnay Surprisingly 

developed in colour and flavour for its age.  (Not yet released) 

 

 

mailto:jenny@limbicwines.com.au
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★★★★ 

2011 Dawson & James Chardonnay A powerful, complex 

chardonnay that has developed well. The richness of flavour is 

supported by typical Tasmanian acidity. A stylish wine that is 

drinking well now.  ($40.00) 

2013 Dawson & James Chardonnay The intense yet restrained 

white peach aromas and flavours are supported by hints of cashew. 

Acidity drives the finish of a tight, impressive palate.   (Not yet 

released) 

★★ 

2013 Abel's Tempest Chardonnay Has good flavour and acidity, 

with a distinct sulphidic complexity on the nose.  ($26.00) 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR RATING SCALE 

Here is our rating scale. We will publish only the star 

ratings. Please bear in mind that our tasters will continue 

to rate wines using a 5-0 system where 5 = Outstanding and 

0 = Unacceptable. By the way, we do not believe the perfect 

wine exists.  

★★★★★  Outstanding 97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96   Gold or high silver 

★★★★   Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆   Recommended 87-89  Bronze 

★★★     Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆     Agreeable  82-84 

★★       Acceptable  80-82 

★☆       Acceptable  77-79 

★         Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆         Unacceptable 71-73 

No stars      Undrinkable <71 
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CHARDONNAY 

 

 

★★★★☆ 

 

2011 Tyrrell's Old Vines Hunter Valley Chardonnay Made in 

very small quantity from vines planted in the original Tyrrell’s 

chardonnay block in 1968, this is a landmark Hunter wine, and 

you will be very fortunate if you secure any. It’s a chardonnay of 

great intensity, structure and balance, and we have no doubt that 

it will cellar very well indeed.  (Not available) 

2013 Tyrrell's Vat 47 Hunter Valley Chardonnay  This is a 

richly flavoured chardonnay of great freshness and varietal 

character. The oak is low-key but adds positively to the structure of 

the palate. Lively acidity kicks in on the finish, and lingers with 

the strong chardonnay flavour. Cellar.  ($58.50)  

http://www.wineselectors.com.au/product/tyrre22113-tyrrells-vat-

47-hunter-chardonnay-2013 

 

★★★★ 

2013 Tyrrell's Belford Hunter Chardonnay  The generous 

flavour of this chardonnay gives it immediate appeal, but there’s 

much more to it than that. The creamy texture, length of flavour 

and acid balance definitely put it in gold medal territory and 

suggest that it will be showing at its best in 3-4 years. (Not yet 

available) 

 

2013 Centennial Reserve Single Vineyard Chardonnay This 

wine from Orange came up against the eventual winner (Singlefile) 

in the first round of tasting and acquitted itself with distinction. 

The richness of flavour is impressive, and it carries the oak 

component well. The long, creamy palate is very seductive. It will 

be released shortly at an agreeable price and should drink very 

well for the next couple of years.   (Not yet available) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wineselectors.com.au/product/tyrre22113-tyrrells-vat-47-hunter-chardonnay-2013
http://www.wineselectors.com.au/product/tyrre22113-tyrrells-vat-47-hunter-chardonnay-2013
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2013 McLeish Estate Hunter Valley Chardonnay The flavour 

is mouthfilling, and the palate structure contains it very well, with 

nothing fat or overdone. Acidity also plays a key role in the long 

satisfying palate.  (Not yet released) 

 

2013 Eden Road Maragle Chardonnay This Tumbarumba 

chardonnay fought a brave battle against wines of greater 

substance, but the restrained grapefruit characteristics were 

outpointed by the riper, more peachy flavours of the higher-rated 

wines. There’s an impressive spine of acidity in this wine, and the 

palate texture adds to the appeal. Cellar. ($50.00) 

 

2013 Swinging Bridge Mrs Payton Chardonnay Here we have 

an impressive, richly flavoured chardonnay with a strong acid line 

running through it. The palate isn’t as creamy and complex as 

some wines in this tasting, but the freshness and intense varietal 

fruit can’t be denied.  ($32.00) 

http://www.swingingbridge.com.au/2013-swinging-bridge-mrs-

payten-chardonnay/ 

 

2013 Burnbrae Mudgee Chardonnay  This is a very restrained 

chardonnay which shows grapefruit varietal characteristics. The 

palate is dry and long, with a pleasing talc-like texture. (Soon to be 

released) 

 

★★★ 

2013 Pepper Tree Wines Venus Block Single Vineyard 

Chardonnay A big, rich, peachy style of chardonnay from Orange 

that is drinking well now.  (Not available) 

 

2013 De Salis Wines Wild Chardonnay This wine is flavour-

packed and forward in nature, and is delivering enjoyable peach, 

nuts and butter flavour now.  ($38.00) 

 

2013 McWilliams 842 Tumbarumba Chardonnay  It’s not 

showing much right now, and is fairly plain, however the freshness 

and length of palate are encouraging. (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Coppabella of Tumbarumba Chardonnay  Quite 

developed, but it is drinking well now.  ($15.00) 

 

2013 Bellbrook Friends Chardonnay  Comparatively 

restrained, and is showing some complex sulphides.  ($22.00) 
 
 

★★ 

2013 Boree Lane Orange District Chardonnay Quite deep 

colour. Too forward and developed.   ($22.00) 

2012 Eden Road Tumbarumba Chardonnay We’ve tasted 

much better bottles than this one. It showed an unpleasant baggy 

character. ($40.00) 

 

http://www.swingingbridge.com.au/2013-swinging-bridge-mrs-payten-chardonnay/
http://www.swingingbridge.com.au/2013-swinging-bridge-mrs-payten-chardonnay/
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★★★★☆ 

 
 

2013 Penfolds Cellar Reserve Adelaide Hills Chardonnay 

This is a restrained chardonnay of great purity in which the 

secondary input from lees and oak is subtle but effective. The 

palate is a seamless textural joy.  ($34.00) 
https://shop.penfolds.com/penfolds/Cellar-Reserve/Cellar-Reserve-

Chardonnay/Cellar-Reserve-Adelaide-Hills-Chardonnay-2013/bottle/2_225.action 

2013 Shaw + Smith M3 Adelaide Hills Chardonnay There’s 

plenty of peachy power to be enjoyed here. Add the excellent oak 

and acid balance, and the captivating creaminess and you have an 

utterly delicious chardonnay.  ($40.00) 

★★★★ 

2013 Jacob's Creek Reeves Point Chardonnay This multi-

regional South Australian blend offers a real mouthful of varietal 

flavour. There’s a hint of hazelnut and the finish is long and fresh.  

($29.00) 
https://www.crackawines.com.au/brand/jacobs-creek/reeves-point-

chardonnay/ 

 

2013 Penfolds Bin 13A Adelaide Hills Chardonnay The oak is 

overt at the moment, but it’s certainly French wood of the highest 

quality. Underneath is varietal fruit with a latent potency about it. 

This wine is building in power and texture, and all will be 

unleashed in 1-2 years.  ($90.00) 

 

2013 Wirra Wirra The 12th Man Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  

The best is yet to come from this vibrant, textural chardonnay. The 

intense fruit and quality oak over-deliver at this price.  ($25.00) 

http://www.winestar.com.au/wirra-wirra-12th-man-chardonnay-2013 

 

2012 Bird in Hand Nest Egg Chardonnay  This is a fresh 

chardonnay with plenty of flavour, nutty overtones and a creamy 

palate. It’s drinking very well now. ($75.00) 

★★★ 

2013 Balnaves of Coonawarra Chardonnay There’s a 

buttery/yoghurt overtone to this chardonnay which combines with 

the substantial flavour to deliver a real mouthful of wine. Short 

term.  ($28.00) 

 

2013 Saltram Mamre Brook Eden Valley Chardonnay  A rich 

chardonnay with hints of honeycomb. Early drinking.  (Not yet 

available) 

 

https://shop.penfolds.com/penfolds/Cellar-Reserve/Cellar-Reserve-Chardonnay/Cellar-Reserve-Adelaide-Hills-Chardonnay-2013/bottle/2_225.action
https://shop.penfolds.com/penfolds/Cellar-Reserve/Cellar-Reserve-Chardonnay/Cellar-Reserve-Adelaide-Hills-Chardonnay-2013/bottle/2_225.action
https://www.crackawines.com.au/brand/jacobs-creek/reeves-point-chardonnay/
https://www.crackawines.com.au/brand/jacobs-creek/reeves-point-chardonnay/
http://www.winestar.com.au/wirra-wirra-12th-man-chardonnay-2013
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Sauvignon Blanc & Blends 

auvignon blanc may not be everyone’s wine of choice. Some 

delight in the powerful varietal characteristics while others 

find them far too unsubtle. Nevertheless it takes just as 

much care in the vineyard and winery to produce quality 

sauvignon blanc as it does for riesling and semillon.  

★★★★ 

2014 Deep Woods Estate Ivory Semillon Sauvignon 

Blanc  The fresh nose shows both the grassiness of semillon and 

the gooseberry of sauvignon blanc. Packed with flavour, the lively 

palate delivers everything fans of the style could seek.  ($13.00)  
MEDALLION WINNER 

http://shortysliquor.com.au/white-wine/white-wine-variety/white-

blend 

 

2013 Streicker Bridgeland Block Sauvignon Semillon  Citrus 

and grassy notes are well matched with lees and oak complexity. 

The palate is all about texture, and the flavour lingers 

impressively. A wine with a future.  (Not yet released) 

 

2013 Swinging Bridge Orange Sauvignon Blanc  The fresh 

lemon grass aromas have considerable appeal, and they are 

supported by a subtle complexity, possibly lees-derived. The palate 

is textural and full of life.  ($16.00) 

 

2014 Watershed Shades Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc 

Semillon  A very fresh gooseberry/grass style that delivers plenty 

of weight and freshness. It’s drinking at its best now.  ($15.00) 

 

2014 Brash Vineyard Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc  The 

nose offers impressive passionfruit aromatics together with a hint 

of green pea. Acidity adds some zing to the finish.  ($22.00) 

 

★★★☆ 

2014 Mandoon Estate Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc  A 

fresh, ripe gooseberry/grass style that is drinking well now.  

($22.00) 

 

2014 Colmar Estate Orange Sauvignon Blanc  Varietal, 

perfumed and grassy, with an attractive lively palate.  ($24.00) 

 

2014 Grace Farm Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  Shows plenty of 

gooseberry and passionfruit backed up by zippy acidity.  ($22.00) 

 

2014 Deep Woods Estate Sauvignon Blanc  A rich tropical 

fruit/pineapple style with faintly sweaty overtones. Funky and 

interesting, but very full-on.  ($20.00) 

 

 

 

S 

http://shortysliquor.com.au/white-wine/white-wine-variety/white-blend
http://shortysliquor.com.au/white-wine/white-wine-variety/white-blend
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2014 Singlefile Denmark Semillon Sauvignon Blanc  Grassy 

and gooseberry-like with pineapple overtones. Slightly short on the 

finish.  ($25.00) 

 

2013 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series Sauvignon Blanc  This is a far 

from straightforward wine. There’s plenty of funky secondary 

character and a touch of oak to match the intense flavour.  (Not 

available) 

 

2013 Howard Park Miamup Margaret River Sauvignon 

Blanc Semillon  Complex and lemony, with some phenolic grip. 

Another “outside the square” wine.  ($24.00) 

 

2011 Suckfizzle Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  

Fairly developed but rich and interesting in the manner of a 

Graves blanc. It’s all about texture and complexity.  ($45.00) 

 

2013 Topper's Mountain Barrel Ferment Sauvignon Blanc  

Shows some attractive grassiness, lemon rind and lees character, 

but is a little too oaky.  ($30.00) 

 

2014 Cannibal Creek Sauvignon Blanc  This wine offers grassy 

varietal character but is also showing some barrel ferment 

complexity. Pleasant short term drinking. ($28.00) 

 

★★★ 

2014 Bendbrook Savvy  Quite tropical-fruity, with a hint of 

sweetness. Full-flavoured and at its peak.  ($18.00) 

 

2014 Watershed Senses Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc  

Shows a touch of lees complexity but is slightly too herbaceous and 

lean.  ($29.95) 

 

★★☆ 

2014 Cape Naturaliste Sauvignon Blanc  There’s quite a lot of 

methoxypyrazine greenness here and the palate is lean.  ($20.00) 

 

2014 Windance Estate Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc 

Semillon  The nose lacks freshness and the palate, though 

delivering grassy flavour, is becoming broad.  ($20.00) 

 

★★ 

2014 The Hidden Sea Limestone Coast Sauvignon Blanc  A 

rich but forward wine showing obvious stone fruit character.  (Not 

available) 

 

 

 

 

Sauvignon blanc is usually made to be consumed on release. A few 

barrel-fermented styles are exceptions to this approach, but some 

wines that were awarded gold medals in September-October were 

starting to “lose it” by February. 
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OTHER WHITE VARIETIES & BLENDS 

ere we have a fascinating class in which long-established 

varieties take on the up-and-comers. Throw in some 

imaginative blends and it becomes an interesting mix. 

This is how it all panned out. 

★★★★ 

 
 

2011 Tahbilk Marsanne  One of Australia’s true classics again 

shows it still has what it takes. Marsanne at Tahbilk traces its 

history back to the 1860s, and has flourished to the extent that 

Tahbilk has the biggest single planting of that variety in the world, 

near the Nagambie Lakes in Victoria. The 2011 shows the 

distinctive honeysuckle varietal character together with some 

honeyed complexity. Most importantly, this wine is still very fresh, 

and offers richness, length of palate and very well balanced acidity.  

($18.95)  MEDALLION WINNER 

http://www.tahbilk.com.au/buy-tahbilk-wine-online/tahbilk-2011-

marsanne.htm 

 

2013 Tahbilk Marsanne  The 2013 is quite open, showing 

mandarin and peach aromas which are reflected on a well rounded 

palate which is supported by lively acidity. It’s drinking well but is 

a good short-term cellaring prospect.  ($15.00) 

http://www.boccaccio.com.au/buy/tahbilk-marsanne-2013/LQ06226 

 

2014 Heafod Glen HB2 Vineyard Swan Valley Verdelho  A 

beautifully composed white in which the lemony aromas are 

particularly vibrant. A hint of sweetness contributes to the texture 

of a very satisfying palate with an excellent acid balance.  (Not yet 

released) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H 

http://www.tahbilk.com.au/buy-tahbilk-wine-online/tahbilk-2011-marsanne.htm
http://www.tahbilk.com.au/buy-tahbilk-wine-online/tahbilk-2011-marsanne.htm
http://www.boccaccio.com.au/buy/tahbilk-marsanne-2013/LQ06226
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2014 Beach Head Margaret River Pinot Gris  This is a very 

good expression of the variety, offering faintly tropical and citrus 

characteristics. It’s a textural wine which delivers generous flavour 

with spot-on acid support.  ($21.00) 

 

2014 Tahbilk Viognier  The fresh apricot and ginger aromas are 

classically varietal and the palate is creamy, long and well 

structured. A delicious drink.  ($16.95) 

 

2014 Symphony Hill Gewürztraminer  A very aromatic white 

with powerful rose water and lychee characteristics. The palate 

offers a pleasing grip which contributes to texture and merges well 

with the acidity and intense fruit.  ($35.00) 

 

2013 Topper's Mountain Gewürztraminer  The power of this 

wine gives it a very commanding presence. Aromas of lavender and 

lychee are allied with an intense palate of slinky texture. ($26.95) 

 

2013 Twisted River Central Ranges Viognier  This is a 

vibrant viognier which displays the classic apricot and ginger 

characteristics. The palate is long and creamy, with a balanced 

phenolic grip.  ($22.00/$18.00 by the dozen) 

http://twistedriverwines.com.au/buy-wines/ 

 

2014 Coriole McLaren Vale Fiano  Is fiano set to become the 

white wine varietal of McLaren Vale? This wine answers “yes”. The 

nose offers stone fruit and papaya, and the satisfying palate is long 

and creamy, enhanced by balanced phenolics.  ($23.00) 

 

2014 Hahndorf Hill GRU Grüner Veltliner  Interesting spice 

and lemon rind aromas introduce a palate of intensity and 

persistence backed by acidity which enlivens the finish. An 

excellent standard-bearer for the variety.  ($30.00) 

 

2014 Olivers Taranga Small Batch 6882 McLaren Vale Fiano  

Here’s another wine that makes a strong case for McLaren Vale 

fiano. This one shows lemon pith characteristics and the palate has 

weight and texture backed up by refreshing acidity.  ($25.00) 

 

★★★☆ 

2014 Topper's Mountain Gewürztraminer  There’s plenty of 

musk, rose water and spice in this New England wine, together 

with richness of flavour. A wine with immediate appeal.  ($35.00) 

 

2014 Peter Lehmann Layers Semillon Muscat 

Gewürztraminer Pinot Gris  An imaginative blend that delivers 

the goods. The two aromatics dominate the nose and the palate 

delivers plenty of enjoy-now flavour.  ($18.00) 

 

2014 The Overflow Estate Sq.Root Vermentino This is a 

fascinating wine from south-east Queensland between Boonah and 

Beaudesert. It’s attractively lemony and very fresh. Although it’s a 

simple style, there’s no denying the sheer drinkability of this well 

made wine. All the boxes have been ticked in this new vineyard 

development.  ($30.00)  Check out the web site.  

http://www.theoverflowestate1895.com.au/ 

 

 

 

http://twistedriverwines.com.au/buy-wines/
http://www.theoverflowestate1895.com.au/
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★★★ 

2008 Tahbilk 1927 Vines Marsanne  Shows honeysuckle 

varietal character but is quite developed. It has probably peaked.  

(Not available) 

 

2013 Calabria Private Bin Vat L57 Vermentino  Richly 

flavoured, with some green plum aroma and flavour. Enjoyable 

drinking now.  ($14.95)  

 

2014 Serafino Bellissimo McLaren Vale Fiano  The honeyed 

lemon overtones are very attractive, and there’s good fruit weight 

backed by acidity.  ($20.00) 

 

2014 Billy Button Alpine Valley Friulano  This is a strongly 

varietal wine. It shows the beeswax-like aromas typical of N.E. 

Italian examples. It seems to be coming forward fairly quickly, but 

drinks well.  ($36.00) 

 

2013 Dalfarras Savinno  This savagnin shows citrus 

characteristics but is quite forward. Drink now.  ($16.95) 

 

2014 Two Italian Boys Pinot Grigio  There’s plenty of citrus 

and tropical fruit flavour together with some firmness. Drink now.  

($16.00) 

 

2012 Riposte The Halberd White Co-ferment  Quite complex, 

nutty and peachy, with a touch of oak. Good drinking.  (Not 

available) 

 

2014 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series Pinot Gris  A big, rich malty 

pinot gris built on textural phenolics. Short term. ($30.00) 

 

2014 Eden Road The Long Road Pinot Gris  Pale rosé pink 

colour. A full-on malty pinot gris with plenty of grip.  ($24.00) 

 

2013 d'Arenberg The Hermit Crab Marsanne Viognier  

Shows plenty of peach and apricot flavour, and is at its peak. 

($15.00) 

 

2013 Tahbilk The Tower Marsanne Viognier Roussanne  

Full, rich, and peachy but fairly plain.  ($16.00) 

 

2010 Trentham Estate Viognier  Decidedly developed, but it 

still offers plenty of apricot varietal character.  (Not available) 

 

 

 

We enjoyed tasting this fascinating range of wines. It clearly 

demonstrated that dry white doesn’t start and end with 

chardonnay, riesling, sauvignon blanc and semillon. A traditional 

Australian style held sway, but competition is growing and next 

year’s judging may produce an entirely different result, such is the 

rapid evolution of this sector. 
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PINOT NOIR 

f there were any doubts that pinot noir had come of age in 

Australia they were dispelled by this group of wines. Two 

southern Tasmanians, one Mornington Peninsula and one 

Yarra Valley came out on top of a very strong group of wines with 

few weaknesses. There was very little between the top four, all of 

which have distinguished themselves in wine shows. 

 

★★★★☆ 

2012 Home Hill Estate Tasmania Pinot Noir  A very 
impressive pinot noir in which the intense dark cherry aromas and 
flavours are enhanced by a suggestion of whole bunch complexity. The 
palate delivers everything we seek – intensity, balance, fineness and 
length.   ($35.00)    MEDALLION WINNER 
http://www.nicks.com.au/2012-home-hill-estate-pinot-noir 

 

2013 Montalto Main Ridge Block Pinot Noir  This is a real 
Côte de Nuits style in terms of its structure and restraint. The firm, fine 
palate is crammed with dark cherry flavour. Cellar 3-5 years and allow 
this excellent wine to blossom. ($65.00)  MEDALLION WINNER 
http://montalto.com.au/product/main-ridge-block-pinot-noir/ 
 
 
 
 

I 

http://www.nicks.com.au/2012-home-hill-estate-pinot-noir
http://montalto.com.au/product/main-ridge-block-pinot-noir/
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2013 Dawson and James Pinot Noir  This is a single site wine from 
Meadowbank in the Derwent Valley of Tasmania. It’s a powerful pinot 
with a faintly gamey whole bunch overtone. The palate is deliciously 
opulent, but both skin tannin and oak provide just-right structure.  (Not 
yet released) 
 
2013 Yabby Lake Block 2 Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  Another 
top class pinot noir with intensity, floral, faintly herbal complexity and a 
velvety mouthfeel. It’s a wine of structure and impressive length that will 
definitely age gracefully.  ($95.00 cellar door only) 
 

★★★★ 

2013 Seville Estate Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  This is a fragrantly 
impressive pinot noir in which the red berry varietal flavour is well 
matched to the oak. The long fine palate is a delight. ($36.00) 
 
2013 3drops Great Southern Pinot Noir  This raspberry and 
strawberry-scented pinot  made our jaws drop when we found out what 
it was. It has excellent weight, length and structure, and is beginning to 
drink well.  ($26.60) 
http://www.wineswarehouse.com.au/3drops-pinot-noir-
2013.html?___store=wineswarehouse&utm_source=clixgalore&utm_medium=aff&utm_cam
paign=direct_link 

 
2012 Coldstream Hills The Esplanade Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  A very 
fragrant pinot with a slightly herbal note. The tannins provide excellent 
structure but are not assertive. Given its balance and length of flavour, 
long term cellaring would not be a risk. ($45.00) 
 
2013 Montalto Merricks Block Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  
This is a fascinating, complex wine reflecting some whole bunch input. 
There’s plenty of enjoyment to be had here. Drink now – 2018.  ($65.00) 
 
2013 Montalto Pennon Hill Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  We 
can’t recall this label ever disappointing. This vintage shows raspberry 
and strawberry varietal character with a complex hint of dried herbs. 
The palate is finely structured and delicious.  ($30.00) 
http://montalto.com.au/product/pennon-hill-pinot/ 
 
2013 Coldstream Hills Deer Farm Pinot Noir  Although it’s not as 
perfumed as some, this Coldstream Hills single vineyard wine has the 
freshness, weight and structure we look for in a cellaring style. It may 
not be a showy wine but it won’t let you down.  ($50.00) 
 
2013 Home Hill Kelly's Reserve Pinot Noir  Lester was mightily 
impressed with this wine on his recent visit to Home Hill.  It was 
narrowly edged out in its group and didn’t make the final, but it has the 
intense dark cherry flavour and firm structure to develop well in bottle. 
Definitely cellar for best results.  ($60.00) 
 
2013 T'Gallant Juno Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  A complex 
pinot with herbal overtones. It has entered its drinking window and 
offers plenty of flavour and length, all supported by firm, fine tannins. 
(Not available) 
 
2013 Montalto Tuerong Block Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir   
Fragrant and intense, with well-judged oak input. It’s a powerful, fresh 
pinot with structure to match. Cellar for a few years.  ($65.00) 
 
 

http://www.wineswarehouse.com.au/3drops-pinot-noir-2013.html?___store=wineswarehouse&utm_source=clixgalore&utm_medium=aff&utm_campaign=direct_link
http://www.wineswarehouse.com.au/3drops-pinot-noir-2013.html?___store=wineswarehouse&utm_source=clixgalore&utm_medium=aff&utm_campaign=direct_link
http://www.wineswarehouse.com.au/3drops-pinot-noir-2013.html?___store=wineswarehouse&utm_source=clixgalore&utm_medium=aff&utm_campaign=direct_link
http://montalto.com.au/product/pennon-hill-pinot/
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2013 Balgownie Black Label Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  If you’re looking 
for a pinot to enjoy now and over the next twelve months, here’s one to 
consider. Strawberry and dried herbs aromas and flavours abound in a 
wine with very good weight and structure. ($25.00) 
http://www.balgownieestatewines.com.au/Wine---Gifts/Black-Label-Rang 

 

★★★ 

2013 Coldstream Hills Reserve Pinot Noir  There’s brooding pinot 
density in abundance, but plenty of oak as well. This wine is probably 
going through an awkward phase.  (Not available) 
 
2012 De Bortoli Riorret Ponderosa Vineyard Pinot Noir The colour is 
browning, but there’s plenty of flavour and complexity. On this showing 
it’s a risky cellaring proposition.  ($42.00) 
 
2013 Thicket Hill Pinot Noir  This is a special bottling for 9/11 bottle 
shops in Hobart. It certainly delivers more than ample strawberry 
varietal character backed by a good tannin structure.  ($17.00) 
http://gasworkscellardoor.com.au/61-pinot-noir?&p=7 
 
2013 Seppelt Drumborg Vineyard Pinot Noir  Comparatively pale 
colour. Plenty of undergrowth complexity for the slightly light fruit to 
cope with. Probably drinking at its best now. ($40.00) 
 
2013 Coldstream Hills The Esplanade Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  This 
wine is quite the opposite to the Drumborg, and was probably penalised 
for its size and unreadiness. It’s a big, firm, oaky pinot that needs plenty 
of time. ($45.00) 
 
2013 Paringa Estate Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  A 
strawberry/raspberry style that shows some oak. It’s quite firm, but will 
benefit from 2-3 years’ cellaring.  ($57.00) 
 

★★ 
 
2012 T'Gallant Tribute Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir Beginning 
to show development. It is drinking ok now, but doesn’t appear to have 
much future.  ($35.00) 
 
2012 d'Arenberg The Feral Fox Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir  A solid, 
four-square style of pinot with plenty of flavour but little finesse.  
($30.00) 
 
2013 Wicks Estate Pinot Noir  Quite a solid pinot that, in character, is 
more dry red than varietal.  ($20.00) 
 

★ 
 
2013 Philip Shaw Wines No.8 Pinot Noir  Browning colour. Forward 
and quite light.  ($40.00) 

 

2013 Silkwood Pemberton Pinot Noir  Very weak colour. Herbal and 
light.  ($28.00) 
 
Tasmania and the Mornington Peninsula triumph this year, but 

we’re sure the Yarra Valley will be back. 

 

 

http://www.balgownieestatewines.com.au/Wine---Gifts/Black-Label-Rang
http://gasworkscellardoor.com.au/61-pinot-noir?&p=7
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SHIRAZ 

hiraz is the red wine of Australia. No other grape variety 

produces high quality wine and expresses itself eloquently 

in locations ranging from southern Tasmania to the Hunter 

and Barossa Valleys and Margaret River. It makes excellent wine 

when totally destemmed, yet can also excel when fermented as 

whole bunches. It is truly a versatile grape. 

 

★★★★★ 

 MEDALLION WINNER 

 

2012 Rosemount Estate Little Berry McLaren Vale 

Shiraz  After tasting and comparing 100 shiraz covering a 

multitude of styles and vintages from 2004-2013, this is the one 

that gained the high spot on the podium. It’s not your typical 

McLaren Vale Shiraz. Having made that statement, it’s certainly a 

wine of substance, but there’s a savouriness and a spiciness that 

sets it apart aromatically and texturally, and the vibrant flavour is 

very much in the blackberry zone.  (The retail price for this wine is 

about $25.00 but it doesn’t appear to be on sale anywhere, 

although we were informed by a subscriber that it is available to 

Treasury Wine Estates shareholders through the TWE web site.) 

 

 

 

 

S 
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★★★★ 

 

2013 Geddes Wines Seldom Inn Shiraz  This is a very powerful 

shiraz which is packed with fresh dark berry aroma and flavour. 

The tannins are firm but balanced, and a lick of oak fits the 

scenario well.  (Not yet released) 

 

2013 Rosemount Estate District Release Shiraz Here’s a 

young wine that is bursting with vibrancy. There’s dark berry 

aroma and flavour in profusion backed up by firm, balanced 

tannins. Cellar 3-5 years at least.  (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Tatachilla Foundation McLaren Vale Shiraz  This label 

has been waving the McLaren Vale flag for decades. It certainly 

doesn’t lack ripeness or power, and ticks the boxes of a regional 

classic. If you’re after a big rich shiraz, wait for this one. (Not yet 

released) 

 

2012 Shingleback The Gate Shiraz Another substantial, truly 

regional style which makes a big blackberry impact. It’s at the top 

end weight-wise, but can’t be faulted in terms of freshness or 

balance. (Not yet released) 

 

2013 Brokenwood Wade Block 2 McLaren Vale Shiraz  If the 

blockbuster style isn’t for you, here’s one to consider. The nose and 

palate lean more to red berry than black, and there’s a pleasing 

whiff of spice. A long, dry finish completes a very appealing 

picture. Cellar five years at least.  ($65.00) 

 

2012 Angas Plains PJs Langhorne Creek Shiraz  A very 

impressive young wine offering generous varietal flavour and a 

captivating floral perfume. The tannins are fine and lingering, and 

will soften over the next five years or so. (Not yet released) 

 

 
 

2013 Cockfighters Ghost McLaren Vale Shiraz  There’s plenty 

of regional and varietal flavour to be enjoyed here. It’s rich, ripe, 

fresh  and just about ready. ($18.00) 

https://justwines.com.au/wineries/cock-fighters-ghost 

 

 

 

https://justwines.com.au/wineries/cock-fighters-ghost
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2012 Brothers In Arms Side By Side Langhorne Creek 

Shiraz  A richly plummy shiraz that is vibrant and beautifully 

balanced. It’s an enjoyable drink now but will take a few years in 

bottle with ease.  ($27.00) 

https://www.brothersinarms.com.au/wines/side-by-side/shiraz-side-

by-side/ 

 

2012 Shingleback Unedited Shiraz  Lots of dark berries and 

plums – even plum pudding – here. All that flavour is nicely 

encased by pleasantly firm tannins on a long, satisfying palate. 

(Not yet released) 

 

2013 Bleasdale The Powder Monkey Shiraz A fascinating 

shiraz with whiffs of herbal and mint complexity. The oak shows at 

the moment, but the palate is long and intense. Cellaring required. 

(Not yet released) 

 

★★★ 

2013 Shingleback Davey Estate Reserve Shiraz A solid but 

balanced shiraz which is fresh and appealing, but doesn’t have 

quite the depth of those ranked above it.  (Not yet released) 

 

2013 Jericho Wines McLaren Vale Shiraz  A big, fresh shiraz 

that is a little plain. Nevertheless there’s no shortage of honest 

regional flavour. (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Rosemount Estate McLaren Vale Collection Shiraz  The 

colour shows a little development, but there’s plenty of flavour for 

your dollar, although this wine is a tad simple. ($19.90) 

 

★★ 

2012 Shingleback Haycutters Shiraz Offers adequate flavour, 

but is one-dimensional and a little too firm.  ($15.00) 

 

 

 

McLaren Vale is one of the go-to regions for the very popular 

Australian “bottled sunshine” shiraz. There’s certainly no lack of 

flavour in this group from the Vale. Langhorne Creek for decades 

has provided rich blending red for producers in eastern Australia 

and is now beginning to make a strong statement with regionally 

labelled wines. 

 

McLaren Vale continues to deliver the type of wines its fans 

demand, and quality has never been higher. However, the 

inevitable rise of Langhorne Creek will be fascinating to observe. 

 

 

 

https://www.brothersinarms.com.au/wines/side-by-side/shiraz-side-by-side/
https://www.brothersinarms.com.au/wines/side-by-side/shiraz-side-by-side/
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★★★★ 

2009 Saltram No.1 Barossa Shiraz  Saltram is one of the 

legendary Barossa brands, and Treasury Wine Estates, we’re glad 

to observe, continues to treat it with great respect.  This current 

release is quite perfumed, even a little spicy, and the long, intense 

palate is well served by savoury tannins. It’s enjoyable now but can 

certainly be cellared.  ($93.00) 

 

2012 Wolf Blass Estates of the Barossa Moculta Shiraz This 

is a stylish dark cherry style with hints of dark chocolate. Although 

some oak shows through, it’s the freshness, fragrance and intensity 

of fruit that win the day.  ($89.00) 

 

2009 Balthazar of Barossa Marananga Shiraz Another 

impressive shiraz of admirable freshness and intensity. At six 

years of age it still has a bright future, and we haven’t yet seen the 

best of it.  (Not available) 

 

2010 Saltram The Journal Shiraz  Here’s a wine that’s built for 

cellaring. It’s tightly structured, fresh and intense, with an 

appealing hint of spice. The long palate is particularly impressive. 

(Not yet released) 

 

2013 Saltram 1859 Barossa Shiraz  With The Journal we saw a 

shiraz for the decades. Here we have one for now. It’s packed with 

Barossa blackberry goodness with tannins that are just right for 

the short term. ($16.80) 

http://shop.saltramwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.

showList&productcategoryid=45e48c14-94bf-437c-f163-

99f932338e00&maxrows=9 

 

2012 Sieber Road Ernest Shiraz  A ripe, well rounded shiraz 

which is quite perfumed and welcoming. The palate is packed with 

richness and regional character.  ($20.00) 

http://www.sieberwines.com/pages/wines.html 

 

2013 St Hallett Faith Barossa Shiraz Those seeking plenty of 

shiraz for their money will be mighty satisfied with this fresh, 

approachable Barossa red. One of our most reliable labels delivers 

the goods again.   ($17.00) 
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/st-hallett-faith-

shiraz?id=eb4b916bb74a958cc40e98e7bfb6ba1a&key=FM6aTo&sessid=16

056fd8bb4c7758122533fe865afb9e 

 

2013 St Hallett Dawkins Eden Valley Shiraz  There’s no 

shortage of ripe shiraz flavour here. This wine is generosity plus, 

and will delight the fans of rich reds.  (Not yet released) 

 

2013 Sons of Eden Zephyrus Barossa Shiraz A very nicely 

rounded shiraz with plenty of blackberry flavour and balanced, 

polished tannins. Enjoy now and for the next few years. ($30.00) 

 

 

http://shop.saltramwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showList&productcategoryid=45e48c14-94bf-437c-f163-99f932338e00&maxrows=9
http://shop.saltramwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showList&productcategoryid=45e48c14-94bf-437c-f163-99f932338e00&maxrows=9
http://shop.saltramwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showList&productcategoryid=45e48c14-94bf-437c-f163-99f932338e00&maxrows=9
http://www.sieberwines.com/pages/wines.html
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/st-hallett-faith-shiraz?id=eb4b916bb74a958cc40e98e7bfb6ba1a&key=FM6aTo&sessid=16056fd8bb4c7758122533fe865afb9e
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/st-hallett-faith-shiraz?id=eb4b916bb74a958cc40e98e7bfb6ba1a&key=FM6aTo&sessid=16056fd8bb4c7758122533fe865afb9e
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/st-hallett-faith-shiraz?id=eb4b916bb74a958cc40e98e7bfb6ba1a&key=FM6aTo&sessid=16056fd8bb4c7758122533fe865afb9e
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2012 Peter Lehmann Moppa District Barossa Valley Shiraz  

No question about honest varietal character and regionality here. 

This wine is bursting with fresh blackberry flavour, and is an 

excellent full bodied style which can be enjoyed now or cellared.  

($30.00) 

 

2012 Calabria Family Wines Nine Stones Barossa Valley 

Shiraz  This shiraz isn’t as full-on as most, but it certainly 

delivers, with a hint of dried herbs, a long palate and fine, savoury 

tannins. (Not available) 

 

 

 

 

★★★★ 

2010 Tim Adams The Aberfeldy Clare Valley Shiraz  Without 

doubt, this is a very classy Clare. It’s a beautifully opulent wine in 

which the pristine fruit is backed up by high quality oak and fine, 

firm tannins. Cellar ten years. ($45.00) 

 

The Barossa and Clare acquit themselves very well with a range of 

typically full flavoured wines.  

 

 

Although some of the above are not available or yet to be released, 

the line-ups are punctuated by shiraz of exceptional value. It’s a 

good time to be a fan of full-bodied reds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOKS 
Without doubt the book to have right now is “Tongue & Cheek – 

explorations in food & life” by Bryan Martin, with outstanding 

photography by David Reist. Bryan makes wine for his own label 

Ravensworth and works with Tim Kirk at Clonakilla. He also 

writes on food for the “Canberra Times,” and this book is a 

collection of observations, recipes and sound culinary advice – all 

delivered with wit and good humour.  

 

The best recommendation I can give you is that after purchasing a 

copy for myself, I bought another for a friend. 

https://tongueandcheek.com.au/ 

Lester Jesberg 

 

 

https://tongueandcheek.com.au/
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SHIRAZ 

ver the past decade a resurgent Hunter Valley has scaled 

the heights from which McWilliams (courtesy of Maurice 

O’Shea) and Lindemans once viewed the Australian wine 

landscape. Gone is the “Hunter stink” and the all-pervading 

leatheriness beloved by a few and shunned by the majority. 

Here we have some of Australia’s best red wines. 

 

 

★★★★☆ 

 

2011 Ridgeview Impressions Hunter Valley Shiraz  The 

sheer elegance and fineness of this wine saw it rise to the top of the 

Hunters. Coupled with classic regional medium-bodied fruit which 

persists on a long palate, the polished tannins provide ideal 

balance and structure. ($40.00)  MEDALLION WINNER 

http://www.ridgeview.com.au/#!IMPRESSIONS%20SHIRAZ 

 

2011 Thomas Wines Kiss Hunter Valley Shiraz  There was 

nothing between the Kiss and the Impressions as far as the panel 

was concerned. It’s a stunning wine that even shows hints of 

pepper and spice. The vibrant fruit merges well with a dash of new 

oak. ($59.95) 

http://www.wineseek.com.au/products/10-shiraz/4433-thomas-

'kiss'-shiraz-2011/?bc=no 

 

2011 Pepper Tree Wines Coquun Single Vineyard Shiraz  A 

very powerful shiraz of considerable depth, showing hints of tilled 

earth and toasted oak. The palate is one of great intensity, with 

fine, firm tannins to match. Long term cellaring advised.  (Not 

available) 

 

★★★★ 

2013 Thomas Wines Kiss Hunter Valley Shiraz  This is the 

current release from Andrew Thomas, and it’s another gem. There 

are floral and spicy hints to the nose together with a whiff of new 

oak. Although the wine is backward and yet to evolve, it has 

everything required for cellaring.  ($60.00) 

 

 

 

O 

http://www.ridgeview.com.au/#!IMPRESSIONS%20SHIRAZ
http://www.wineseek.com.au/products/10-shiraz/4433-thomas-'kiss'-shiraz-2011/?bc=no
http://www.wineseek.com.au/products/10-shiraz/4433-thomas-'kiss'-shiraz-2011/?bc=no
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2013 Thomas Wines Sweetwater Hunter Valley Shiraz  A 

reserved but attractive wine, showing more red fruit than black in 

a true medium-bodied style. The tannins are fine and the finish is 

long and fresh.  ($35.00) 

https://www.thomaswines.com.au/shop/ 

 

2013 First Creek Premium Shiraz  The fresh red fruits aromas 

are captivating, and the palate is long and lively, with supple well 

balanced tannins. ($35.00) 

http://www.firstcreekwines.com.au/wines.php?id=123&sub=1 

 

2011 Elbourne Wines Shiraz  Elbourne isn’t a long-established 

name in the Hunter Valley, but it’s made a quick impact. There’s a 

hint of spiciness, and the vibrant medium-bodied palate is 

enhanced by savoury tannins. ($44.00) 

 

2013 Briar Ridge Stockhausen Signature Release Shiraz  A 

very well made, lively shiraz that offers prodigious length of 

flavour. It just needs some time to soften. (Not yet released) 

 

2013 Brokenwood Verona Vineyard Hunter Valley Shiraz 

Here’s a wine that says “cellar me” loud and clear. The weight of 

fruit and length of flavour are very impressive, and are supported 

by well managed tannins. ($75.00) 

 

2013 Tyrrell's Vat 9 Hunter Shiraz  Here’s one for the fans of 

the classic Hunter “Burgundy” style. It’s slightly spicy and shows 

mixed berry aromas. The high point is the long, silky palate that 

will seem more French than Hunter in a decade or so.  ($85.00) 

 

2011 Tyrrell's Vat 9 Hunter Shiraz  This Vat 9 is just starting 

to evolve, and shares the fineness and elegance of the 2013. It’s a 

wine that definitely needs time. ($85.00) 

 

2013 Brokenwood Mistress Block Hunter Valley Shiraz  Yet 

another elegant regional classic that is spicy and perfumed. 

Although there is plenty to enjoy now, this wine definitely needs 

time.  (Not available) 

 

2011 Pepper Tree Wines Tallawanta Single Vineyard Shiraz 

There’s a fascinating mintiness to this powerful, savoury shiraz. 

It’s relatively closed, but the quality and cellaring potential are 

undeniable.  ($90.00) 

 

 

 

Not only were we deeply impressed with the overall quality of this 

group of wines, there isn’t a single one of them that won’t be better 

after 7-8 years’ (and more) cellaring. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thomaswines.com.au/shop/
http://www.firstcreekwines.com.au/wines.php?id=123&sub=1
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SHIRAZ 

ew South Wales is abuzz when it comes to shiraz. The 

Hunter Valley has reclaimed its place of prominence, but 

there’s a lot of excitement up in the mountains. Shiraz 

reflecting the coolness of altitude is creating great excitement, and 

winemakers are stamping their personal style imprints with 

confidence. 

 

 

★★★★☆ 

2013 Nick O'Leary Bolaro Shiraz Obvious whole-bunch 

complexity shows in the impressive perfumed bouquet. The red 

fruits palate is silky and persistent, with everything in its place.  

($55.00) 

 

2013 Nick O'Leary Shiraz  Again, the bouquet is distinguished 

by whole-bunch brambly character. Allied with the vibrant fruit, it 

makes quite an impression and the palate follows through 

deliciously. ($30.00) 

 

★★★★ 

2013 Eden Road Wines Canberra Syrah  An  appealingly spicy 

shiraz that is the epitome of medium-bodied fineness and length. It 

will undoubtedly cellar very well indeed.  (Not yet released) 

 

2013 Lerida Estate Lake George Shiraz Viognier  This is a 

perfumed, spicy shiraz with a satisfying palate which features 

silky tannins and generous fruit that is full of life.  (Not yet 

released) 

 

★★★ 

 

2012 Nick O'Leary Shiraz A vibrant shiraz with distinctive 

herbal notes. The freshness is exemplary but the palate is slightly 

lean.  ($28.00) 

 

2013 Audrey Wilkinson Canberra District Shiraz This is a 

fresh, spicy red berry style that doesn’t have quite enough palate 

weight.  (Not available) 

 

★ 

2013 Shaw Vineyard Estate Winemakers Selection Shiraz 

Surprisingly dull, lacking freshness.  ($14.40) 

 

 

The typical perfume and spice of Canberra District shiraz is 

evident in most of these. We believe that this region produces 

wines that come as close as any in Australia to those of the 

northern Rhône. 

 

 

 

N 
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★★★★ 

 

 

2013 Moppity Vineyards Lock & Key Reserve Hilltops 

Shiraz This wine drew the toughest of the 2013 heats and had to 

do battle with the Thomas Kiss and Oakdene William – both 

exceptional wines. It was edged out, but is a gold medal shiraz 

through and through. It’s powerfully and fragrantly blackberry-

like, with firm balanced tannins and a lick of oak.  Cellar about 

five years.  ($27.00) 

http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/product&pat

h=20&product_id=71 

 

2013 McWilliam's Appellation Series Hilltops Shiraz  There’s 

obvious blackberry flavour here, and it’s quite dense, but fresh. 

The tannin grip matches the fruit intensity, making it a very good 

cellaring proposition for the price. ($22.00) 

http://www.mcwilliamscellar.com.au/products/3307-mcwilliam-s-

appellation-hilltops-shiraz/ 

 

2012 Chalkers Crossing Hilltops Shiraz  This is a very 

different style to the previous pair. It’s spicy and savoury, with 

hints of pepper, but it certainly has length and structure.  Cellar 4-

5 years. ($30.00) 

http://www.chalkerscrossing.com.au/wines/red/2012-hilltops-shiraz 

 

2013 Moppity Vineyards Eclipse Hilltops Shiraz  Here we 

have layers of blackberry flavour supported by firm, fine tannins 

and oak.  The mysteries of this wine are yet to be unravelled, and 

that will definitely take time. ($108.00) 

 

★ 

2013 Barwang Hilltops Shiraz Quite raw and firm. There’s a 

hard edge to this wine. ($15.00) 

 

 

The Hilltops wines have a more obvious fruitiness than those 

from the Canberra District. They tend to be firmer and less spicy, 

but certainly on a par. Vive la différence. 

 

 

http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/product&path=20&product_id=71
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/product&path=20&product_id=71
http://www.mcwilliamscellar.com.au/products/3307-mcwilliam-s-appellation-hilltops-shiraz/
http://www.mcwilliamscellar.com.au/products/3307-mcwilliam-s-appellation-hilltops-shiraz/
http://www.chalkerscrossing.com.au/wines/red/2012-hilltops-shiraz
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The growing region has altitude. Vineyards must be Orange wine 

higher than 600 m above sea level to produce wine of Orange, and 

although some Canberra District vineyards are at heights greater 

than 600 m, the Orange vineyards are, on average, higher and 

cooler. The Central Ranges “appellation” appends that of Orange, 

but is below 600 m.    

★★★★☆ 

 
 

2013 Twisted River Central Ranges Shiraz Viognier  This 

wine came up against the 2013 Shaw + Smith Shiraz and the SVA-

winning 2013 Credaro Beach Head Shiraz early in the judging and 

eliminated both of them – three first votes for the Twisted River 

and one each for the other two. It’s spicy, intense and slightly 

funky, like many northern Rhônes. The fine, savoury structure is a 

winner, as is the magnificent varietal expression of the medium-

bodied palate. ($22.00) 

http://twistedriverwines.com.au/buy-wines/ 

 

★★★★ 

2013 Angullong Crossing Reserve Shiraz  A vibrant medium-

bodied shiraz with very appealing red fruits characteristics. 

Acidity features on a long palate in a freshening rather than 

dominating way. Cellar 3-5 years for best results.  (Not yet 

released) 

 

★★★ 

2013 Angullong Orange Shiraz Fresh but a little one-

dimensional. The red berry fruit has immediate appeal.  ($19.00) 

 

2013 Centennial Reserve Single Vineyard Shiraz Viognier 

Shows attractive fragrance and is well endowed with flavour, but is 

a little oaky. ($33.00) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://twistedriverwines.com.au/buy-wines/
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★★ 

2012 Logan Weemala Shiraz Viognier  The colour is a little 

weak and there’s a herbal edge. It lacks mid palate weight. 

($18.00) 

 

2013 Centennial Reserve Single Vineyard Shiraz  Fairly light 

colour. On the lean side and not as vibrant as some. ($30.00) 

 

2013 Montoro Pepper Shiraz  Weak in colour. Too much 

stemmy character for the fruit. ($38.00) 

 

★ 

2013 Boree Lane Orange District Shiraz  Developed colour. 

Pronounced green stemmy overtones. (Not yet released) 

 

The tastings demonstrated that a panel of five struggles to reach 

unanimous agreement on reds with obvious whole bunch 

character. The Canberra District wines, in general, suffered from 

that lack of agreement and deserved higher rankings in some 

cases.  Others simply didn’t have the fruit intensity to cope with 

the artifact derived from whole bunches and/or stems. 

 

 

THE WINEWISE PHILOSOPHY 
Food, cinema, wine – you name it – all three, and more, are the 

subjects of countless opinions in all forms of media. Until the 

advent of the internet, it was costly and difficult to self-publish 

those opinions. Commentators were expected to have paid their 

dues in their respective fields. Now it’s open slather.  

Bloggers, gabblers and all manner of self-opinionated “experts” 

have their chances to vent their spleens on the so-called 

information super-highway. Winewise  has provided well-informed 

commentary on wine for 30 years, and here’s how we do it. 

The Winewise panel tastes “blind”.  

That is, the wines are always poured out of sight of the panel by 

our stewards. In the vast majority of cases, they are grouped by 

variety, region and vintage – and are never tasted in brackets of 

more than 12. Some of our articles cover tastings where this isn’t 

possible, but where wines are tasted with labels visible, we’ll tell 

you. 

Why do we do this?  

Because a glimpse of the label is worth a 1,000 words. Labels 

influence everybody, and those who claim otherwise are either 

kidding themselves or lying. Wine assessment is one of the few 

fields of its type that allows opinions to be formed without bias and 

preconception. Relatively few commentators go to the trouble of 

tasting “blind”. We leave it to you to decide why. 

 

SUBSCRIBE NOW 
www.winewise.net.au 

 
 

http://www.winewise.net.au/
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 SHIRAZ 

ictoria is a small state with a wide range of grape-growing 

environments. Stylistically the top three wines reflect that 

(and winemaker input) perfectly. We have declared for 

years that the Sanguine Estate Progeny is the best-value shiraz in 

Australia, and we obviously have no reason to change our mind.  

 

 
★★★★★ 

 MEDALLION WINNER 

2013 Sanguine Estate Progeny Shiraz  Substance and 

freshness are nicely bundled together here. The ripe varietal fruit 

carries a hint of spice, and the tannins are well managed, 

providing just-right structure. Enjoy this Heathcote shiraz now 

and for the next few years. ($20.00) MEDALLION WINNER 

http://www.nicks.com.au/2013-sanguine-estate-progeny-shiraz 

 

2013 Oakdene William Shiraz  This is a vibrant wine made with 

considerable flair. There’s a hint of whole-bunch bramble to the 

nose, and a touch of toasty French oak combines beautifully with 

the red berry fruit to add depth to the picture. A classy 

representative of the Geelong region.  ($35.00) 
http://www.oakdene.com.au/product/2013-William-Shiraz?pageID=06E5A2CF-

FA5B-3AD2-9833-CF9644D7A5A9&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=20& 

 

2013 Tuck’s Ridge Mornington Peninsula Shiraz  A 

captivating spicy, peppery, blackberry shiraz with fine tannins and 

impressive length. A cool region red with substance.  ($38.00) 

http://www.princewinestore.com.au/Product/tabid/60/511041/Tuck'

s-Ridge-Shiraz-2013 

 

 

 

 

 

V 

http://www.nicks.com.au/2013-sanguine-estate-progeny-shiraz
http://www.oakdene.com.au/product/2013-William-Shiraz?pageID=06E5A2CF-FA5B-3AD2-9833-CF9644D7A5A9&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=20&
http://www.oakdene.com.au/product/2013-William-Shiraz?pageID=06E5A2CF-FA5B-3AD2-9833-CF9644D7A5A9&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=20&
http://www.princewinestore.com.au/Product/tabid/60/511041/Tuck's-Ridge-Shiraz-2013
http://www.princewinestore.com.au/Product/tabid/60/511041/Tuck's-Ridge-Shiraz-2013
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★★★★ 

2012 Sanguine Estate Progeny Shiraz A rich, ripe, perfumed 

shiraz with plenty of middle palate. The tannins are firm but 

match the fruit weight very well indeed.  (Not available) 

 

2012 Oakdene William Shiraz  We suggest you pay great 

attention to the wines of Oakdene from now on. Like the 2013, this 

one combines the complexity of stems with intense medium-weight 

fruit very well indeed. Although it’s most enjoyable now, cellaring 

is recommended.  ($33.00) 

 

2012 Nick O’Leary Pyrenees Shiraz  Canberra-based Nick 

O’Leary went to the trouble of obtaining a batch of Pyrenees fruit 

in 2012, and it was worth the effort. There’s a bouquet garni of 

stems enhancing the nose, and the palate has all the richness one 

expects of Pyrenees shiraz. A savouriness adds pleasure to the long 

finish. ($32.00) 

 

2012 Sanguine Estate Kindred Shiraz  This shiraz really has 

some substance for its price, and hints of leather and spice add to 

the bouquet. Very enjoyable drinking. ($18.00) 

http://www.heathcotewinehub.com.au/shop/sanguine-kindred-

shiraz-2012/ 

 

2013 Harcourt Valley Sightings Heathcote-Bendigo Shiraz  

This is a spicy, complex, approachable red that is quite delicious. 

(Not available) 

 

2013 Dinny Goonan Shiraz  The spiciness of shiraz interacts 

with the perfume of viognier to great effect in this striking 

Bellarine Peninsula wine. The oak is very well handled, enhancing 

a silky, medium-bodied palate. ($29.00) 

 

2013 Trofeo Estate Mornington Peninsula Shiraz There’s 

great depth of dark berry flavour here, and the nose is vibrantly 

varietal. A very well made shiraz that will age gracefully.  ($55.00) 

 

2012 Balgownie Black Label Heathcote-Bendigo Shiraz  The 

perfumed spiciness of this wine is an attention-grabber, and the 

palate delivers plenty of varietal honesty for your $$.  ($25.00) 

http://www.balgownieestatewines.com.au/Wine---Gifts/Black-

Label-Range 

 

★★★ 

2013 Mermerus Bellarine Peninsula Shiraz Quite perfumed 

plus a hint of funky reductive character. The varietal fruit on the 

palate is pure and delicate, with acidity showing through on the 

finish.  (Not yet released) 

 

2004 Seville Estate Old Vine Reserve Yarra Valley Shiraz 

Quite mature, as one would expect, with gamy overtones and a dry, 

savoury finish.  (Not available) 

 

2013 Devil’s Cave Vineyard Heathcote Shiraz There’s plenty 

of flavour to be enjoyed, but the oak is quite prominent.  ($30.00) 

 

 

 

http://www.heathcotewinehub.com.au/shop/sanguine-kindred-shiraz-2012/
http://www.heathcotewinehub.com.au/shop/sanguine-kindred-shiraz-2012/
http://www.balgownieestatewines.com.au/Wine---Gifts/Black-Label-Range
http://www.balgownieestatewines.com.au/Wine---Gifts/Black-Label-Range
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★★ 

2012 Montara Grampians Shiraz  Rich, ripe and faintly tarry. 

Showing some oak as well.  ($25.00) 

2012 Blue Pyrenees Estate Shiraz  Has plenty of flavour, but is 

quite oaky.  ($20.00) 

 

★ 

2012 De Bortoli Yarra Valley Estate Grown Shiraz Too lean 

and herbal for everyone on the panel.  ($25.00) 

 

Such a small state; such great diversity.  

 

 

WINE & COMPASSION 

Four Winds Vineyard, Collector Wines and Eden Road Wines have 

taken four tonnes of surplus shiraz grapes and turned them into 

wine to raise funds for Canberra’s Companion House. Companion 

House provides support to asylum seekers and refugees living in 

Canberra. 

Four Winds Vineyard’s business manager Sarah Collingwood said 

that they were pleased that the grapes would go to such a good 

cause. 

“We have had a great season and fulfilled all our needs, but there 

were still grapes in the vineyard,” she said. 

Four Winds Vineyard was not able to fit another berry into their 

winery, but discussions with neighbours Alex McKay from 

Collector Wines and Nick Spencer and Hamish Young from Eden 

Road saw the wineries collaborate to produce a finished product. 

There will be approximately 200 cases of wine available to 

purchase now for $200 a case, and $174 from each case will go to 

Companion house. The wineries donated the grapes, winemaking 

and bottling machinery needed for the project, while $26 a case 

will go to covering costs such as bottles, labels, cartons and 

postage. The wine will be bottled and sent to supporters by 

November this year. 

More details can be found and the wine can be purchased online at 

http://fourwindsvineyard.com.au/the-4-tonne-project/ 

We are 

 

 

http://fourwindsvineyard.com.au/the-4-tonne-project/
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SHIRAZ 

ow we get to the “other” South Australian shiraz. “Other” 

because many consumers of red wine think that South 

Australia starts and finishes with regions like the Barossa 

Valley and McLaren Vale. It’s cooler in the Hills and Limestone 

Coast, and the milder summers produce grapes with higher 

acidity, leading to wines that are often more elegant. 

 

 

 

★★★★ 

 
 

2013 Shaw + Smith Adelaide Hills Shiraz  Vintage after 

vintage the S + S continues to impress us. The nose on this one is 

spicy and slightly brambly, yet packed with red berry aroma. The 

tannins have been skilfully finessed and the finish is long. Now – 

2020. ($38.00) 

 

2012 Bowen Estate Coonawarra Shiraz  A richly flavoured, but 

not over-ripe, shiraz which is very fresh and flashes some oak to 

dress up the dark berry/cherry fruit. It’s enjoyable now but can be 

cellared for several years with confidence.  ($26.00) 

http://www.bowenestate.com.au/OrderForm-CellarDoor.html 

 

2013 Murdoch Hill The Cronberry Adelaide Hills Shiraz This 

is a vibrant wine with an interesting touch of what the French call 

garrigue. It’s a term covering things herbal – from bushy plants 

and juniper to rosemary. The flavour leans to red berry and the 

palate is fine and medium-bodied.  ($22.00) 

http://www.wineexperience.com.au/product/Murdoch%20Hill/murd

och-hill-cronberry-shiraz-adelaide-hills 

 

2012 Honey Moon Vineyard Adelaide Hills Shiraz A very 

perfumed dark cherry style of some substance. The structure and 

intensity suggest that cellaring will be rewarded.  ($85.00) 

 

 

 

N 

http://www.bowenestate.com.au/OrderForm-CellarDoor.html
http://www.wineexperience.com.au/product/Murdoch%20Hill/murdoch-hill-cronberry-shiraz-adelaide-hills
http://www.wineexperience.com.au/product/Murdoch%20Hill/murdoch-hill-cronberry-shiraz-adelaide-hills
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2012 Wynns Coonawarra Estate Shiraz  There aren’t many 

Australian wines with an illustrious decades-long history like this 

one – and the price! It’s so low, it’s scandalous. The 2012 upholds 

the reputation of the line. The dark berry fruit is vibrant, the 

savoury tannins are beautifully integrated and fresh regional 

acidity lifts the finish.  ($14.00) 

http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/wynns-

shiraz?id=6f61d42e26208b24789e07e44bc2c914&key=6NK5Tz&ses

sid=f00b02eab103d85c3d65136e18c9dc2c 
 

2010 Wyndham Estate Best of Vintage Padthaway Shiraz 

This shiraz certainly packs plenty of blackberry varietal flavour. 

It’s supported by a firm tannin structure and nicely handled oak.  

(Not yet released) 
 

2012 Hahndorf Hill Single Vineyard Adelaide Hills Shiraz 

The aromas and flavours are very much at the red berry part of the 

spectrum, and the fresh palate is very well balanced.  ($36.00) 
 

2013 Anarchist Mount Benson Shiraz A vibrant young 

blackberry-scented shiraz backed up by firm, fine tannins and 

lifted on the finish by fresh acidity. (Not yet released. The 2012 

was around $20.00)    sam@brandgroup.com.au 

 

★★★ 

2013 Murdoch Hill The Landau Adelaide Hills Syrah The 

perfumed herbal whole-bunch character is a little strong, but the 

palate is quite silky. ($45.00) 

2007 Malone Wrattonbully Shiraz There’s still some pepper and 

spice here, and the palate is quite generous. Good drinking.  (Not 

available) 

2012 Riposte The Cutlass Adelaide Hills Shiraz  The colour is 

a little weak at the edges, and this wine, although enjoyable now, 

appears to be developing fairly quickly.  ($22.00) 

2012 Wyndham Estate Best of Vintage Padthaway Shiraz  

Big, rich and ripe, with a serve of new oak. It seems to be a wine 

with a  future, but it’s quite solid right now.  (Not yet released) 

http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/wynns-shiraz?id=6f61d42e26208b24789e07e44bc2c914&key=6NK5Tz&sessid=f00b02eab103d85c3d65136e18c9dc2c
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/wynns-shiraz?id=6f61d42e26208b24789e07e44bc2c914&key=6NK5Tz&sessid=f00b02eab103d85c3d65136e18c9dc2c
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/wynns-shiraz?id=6f61d42e26208b24789e07e44bc2c914&key=6NK5Tz&sessid=f00b02eab103d85c3d65136e18c9dc2c
mailto:sam@brandgroup.com.au
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2010 Orlando Lawson’s Padthaway Shiraz  Somewhat mature 

and leathery, with a hint of gum leaf. The palate is quite savoury, 

offering plenty of flavour.  (Not yet released) 

2010 St Hugo Barossa Shiraz  Concentrated classic old school 

Australian with some obvious oak.  ($35.00) 

2013 Catlin Wine Co Adelaide Hills Shiraz  Shows some spice 

and has good fruit intensity. The tannins are quite furry.  ($45.00) 

 

 

 

 

★★★★ 

2013 Credaro Beach Head Margaret River Shiraz  This is an 

extremely likeable young wine. The red fruits varietal character 

absolutely shines and the tannins are fine and savoury. ($21.00) 

http://www.credarowines.com.au/products-page/beach-head/ 

2012 Mandoon Estate Frankland River Reserve Shiraz  A 

powerful shiraz in which black cherry and dark chocolate aromas 

and flavours combine to great effect. Can be aged for 10+ years. 

(Not yet released) 

2012 Credaro Shiraz A fresh medium-bodied style that is 

attractively spicy and savoury, with excellent length of flavour. 

($40.00) 

2013 Mandoon Old Vine Swan Valley Shiraz The intense 

blackberry fruit merges beautifully with some new oak, and the 

palate is long, fine and firm. (Not yet released) 

★★★ 

2011 Mandoon Estate Frankland River Reserve Shiraz A big, 

rich blackberry jam style that is quite solid and needs time. (Not 

yet released) 

 

 

STELLAR SHIRAZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STELLAR SHIRAZ 

The pick of 97 shiraz tasted in the Championship are as follows 

– in alphabetical order. 

2013 Oakdene William Shiraz 

2011 Pepper Tree Wines Coquun Single Vineyard Shiraz 

2011 Ridgeview Impressions Hunter Valley Shiraz 

2012 Rosemount Estate Little Berry McLaren Vale Shiraz 

2013 Sanguine Estate Progeny Shiraz 

2011 Thomas Wines Kiss Hunter Valley Shiraz 

2013 Tuck’s Ridge Mornington Peninsula Shiraz 

http://www.credarowines.com.au/products-page/beach-head/
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CABERNET SAUVIGNON 

ad someone framed a betting market on the cabernets, we 

suspect that Coonawarra and Margaret River would have 

disputed regional favouritism. But in a close tussle, the 

Victorian Pyrenees district stole the show, and McLaren Vale 

almost scored an upset victory. 

 

Nevertheless, Margaret River and Coonawarra were far from 

disgraced, and there are a number of wines to tempt the bargain 

hunters.  

 

★★★★★ 

 

2012 Blue Pyrenees Estate Richardson Reserve 

Cabernet Sauvignon This really is a cabernet in the classic 

sense. Blackcurrant and cedary characteristics show out on both 

nose and palate. The oak is well integrated and firm, powdery 

tannins balance the powerful fruit. A cellaring special.  ($50.00)   
MEDALLION WINNER 

http://www.bluepyrenees.com.au/product-category/reservewines/ 

 

2013 Graham Stevens McLaren Vale Cabernet Sauvignon 

The purity and intensity of blackcurrant varietal character in this 

vibrant wine are stunning. Add the fine, firm tannin structure and 

length of flavour and you have a cellaring prospect  par excellence. 

(Not yet released) 

 

 

 

 

 

H 

http://www.bluepyrenees.com.au/product-category/reservewines/
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2012 Brand's Laira Coonawarra One Seven One Cabernet  

Sauvignon  This is a Coonawarra of substance and varietal 

character. Although it’s packed with flavour, it remains loyal to its 

regional roots and demands a few years’ patience before it reveals 

all.  (Not yet released) 

 

 

★★★★ 

2010 Mandoon Estate Research Station Margaret 

River Cabernet Sauvignon  Although the colour shows some 

maturity, this wine has plenty of power and length. The firm, fine 

tannins complement the slightly leafy cabernet flavour very well.  

($45.00)  MEDALLION WINNER 

 

2012 Blue Pyrenees Estate Cabernet Sauvignon We agreed 

that the Richardson Reserve was superior to this wine, but not 

$33.00 superior. It isn’t quite as intense, and the oak isn’t as 

showy, but it is still very similar. A bargain. ($17.00) 

http://www.aussiewines.com.au//wine_Growing_Regions.php?pid=2

533&page=36&s=&f=&wines=Victoria 

 

2012 Deep Woods Estate Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon  

Here’s a Margaret River producer that is, justly, attracting a lot of 

attention of late. This is a superb young cabernet - perfumed, long, 

firm and fine – that just begs for time in the cellar. ($55.00) 

 

2012 Bowen Estate Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon  Emma 

Bowen and father Doug quietly get on with making some of the 

best reds in Coonawarra. This one combines intensity with 

elegance in the true regional fashion. Oak complements the 

impressive fruit and the tannins are very fine. ($27.00) 

http://www.nicks.com.au/2012-bowen-estate-coonawarra-cabernet-

sauvignon 

 

2012 Deep Woods Estate Yallingup Cabernet Sauvignon This 

is a powerful red that is bursting with blackcurrant varietal 

character. The firm but balanced palate is vibrant and satisfying.  

(Not yet released) 

 

2012 Flint's Of Coonawarra Gammon's Crossing Cabernet 

Sauvignon An intense cabernet with no shortage of blackcurrant 

aroma and flavour. There’s a touch of oak which enhances the 

nose, and the palate is firm but very well balanced. ($30.00) 

 

2012 Clairault Margaret River Cabernet Sauvignon  The 

Margaret Rivers keep coming. Here’s another very classy wine 

showing all the qualities that make cabernet sauvignon great, and 

it’s built for the long haul. (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Grace Farm Reserve Margaret River Cabernet 

Sauvignon Although it has its share of oak, there’s no lack of 

varietal flavour either. This is a firmly structured wine that needs 

time. ($50.00) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aussiewines.com.au/wine_Growing_Regions.php?pid=2533&page=36&s=&f=&wines=Victoria
http://www.aussiewines.com.au/wine_Growing_Regions.php?pid=2533&page=36&s=&f=&wines=Victoria
http://www.nicks.com.au/2012-bowen-estate-coonawarra-cabernet-sauvignon
http://www.nicks.com.au/2012-bowen-estate-coonawarra-cabernet-sauvignon
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2010 Wynns Coonawarra Estate Alex 88 Single Vineyard 

Cabernet Sauvignon This wine is just beginning to show some 

bottle age. The classic Coonawarra mint and leaf are evident, and 

the palate is long and fine, with a regional acid twist. ($80.00) 

 

2011 Higher Plane Margaret River Cabernet Sauvignon  

Quite mature colour.  Shows varietal leafiness and plenty of 

cabernet flavour on a long palate. Although the colour caused a 

little concern, both nose and palate impressed with their varietal 

intensity. ($45.00) 

 

2012 Wynns Coonawarra Estate Siding Cabernet Sauvignon 

A very fresh red that is unmistakeably varietal and offers more 

than pleasant short term drinking. ($12.00) 
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/wynns-the-siding-cabernet-

sauvignon?id=9009bda064dfe3b40f7f77e82c4162f7&key=kQNSsy&sessid=9537b60c

1a37ef610a0a69b147394a93 

 

2012 Ross Hill Tom & Harry Cabernet Sauvignon  A very 

appealing cabernet which leans more to redcurrant than black. The 

palate is very “juicy”, fine and supple. ($20.00) 
http://www.tonyscellars.com.au/products/Ross-Hill-Cabernet-Sauvignon---

Family-Series-Tom-and-Harry-Cabernet-Sauvignon.html 

 

2011 Devil's Lair Icon Ninth Chamber Margaret River 

Cabernet Sauvignon A complex, slightly leafy cabernet with a 

Bordeaux leaning. There’s a lot of secondary input here.  (Not yet 

released) 

 

2012 Rosily Vineyard Margaret River Cabernet Sauvignon  

The richness and ripeness of this cabernet are attention-grabbers. 

It’s packed with mulberries matched with oak and firm, fine 

tannins. ($25.00)  

http://www.rosily.com.au/order/ 

 

2012 Maygars Hill Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon An attractive 

cabernet which shows ripe fruit together with a classic Médoc-like 

herbal overtone. The palate has a savoury dryness that adds to the 

“Euro” effect. ($36.00) 

 

2013 Moppity Vineyards Estate Hilltops Cabernet 

Sauvignon Obvious blackcurrant varietal character shines out of 

this cabernet, and the impressive flavour is balanced by spot-on 

tannins. Drink now – 2020.  ($20.00)  

http://www.tonyscellars.com.au/products/Moppity-Estate-

Cabernet-sauvignon.html 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/wynns-the-siding-cabernet-sauvignon?id=9009bda064dfe3b40f7f77e82c4162f7&key=kQNSsy&sessid=9537b60c1a37ef610a0a69b147394a93
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/wynns-the-siding-cabernet-sauvignon?id=9009bda064dfe3b40f7f77e82c4162f7&key=kQNSsy&sessid=9537b60c1a37ef610a0a69b147394a93
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/_product/view-product/wynns-the-siding-cabernet-sauvignon?id=9009bda064dfe3b40f7f77e82c4162f7&key=kQNSsy&sessid=9537b60c1a37ef610a0a69b147394a93
http://www.tonyscellars.com.au/products/Ross-Hill-Cabernet-Sauvignon---Family-Series-Tom-and-Harry-Cabernet-Sauvignon.html
http://www.tonyscellars.com.au/products/Ross-Hill-Cabernet-Sauvignon---Family-Series-Tom-and-Harry-Cabernet-Sauvignon.html
http://www.rosily.com.au/order/
http://www.tonyscellars.com.au/products/Moppity-Estate-Cabernet-sauvignon.html
http://www.tonyscellars.com.au/products/Moppity-Estate-Cabernet-sauvignon.html
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2013 Moppity Vineyards Reserve Hilltops Cabernet 

Sauvignon A restrained, youthful style showing cabernet 

leafiness along with intense fruit. Definitely needs time.  (Not yet 

released) 

 

2012 Wolf Blass Gold Label Coonawarra Cabernet 

Sauvignon  Rich and ripe, with a wealth of blackcurrant 

goodness. It may not be everyone’s idea of classic Coonawarra, but 

there’s no doubting the flavour hit. ($22.00) 

http://www.aussiewines.com.au//wine_Growing_Regions.php?pid=1

918&page=1152&s=&f=&wines=SouthAustralia 

 

2012 Saltram Winemakers Selection Barossa Valley 

Cabernet Sauvignon This is a big, richly flavoured cabernet, but 

despite the weight and ripeness, it packs plenty of cassis varietal 

character ($40.00) 

 

★★★ 

2013 Grace Farm Cabernet Sauvignon  Like the 2012 Reserve, 

this wine isn’t shy about its oak, but the fruit is just too impressive 

to deny. ($30.00) 

 

2013 Rosemount Estate District Release Cabernet 

Sauvignon Although it’s crammed with red fruits and plums, this 

wine is a little simple. Short term drinking.    ($17.00) 

 

2012 Wolf Blass President’s Selection Cabernet Sauvignon A 

big, slightly plain, cabernet with plenty of ripe flavour.  (Not 

available) 

 

2013 Moppity Vineyards Lock & Key Hilltops Cabernet 

Sauvignon Obviously varietal but a little too lean and leafy. 

($15.00) 

  

2012 Karrawatta Christo’s Paddock Langhorne Creek 

Cabernet  A big, rich blackcurrant jam style with a goodly dash of 

oak.  ($54.00) 

 

2010 Saltram Mamre Brook Barossa Valley Cabernet 

Sauvignon  A very big cabernet with considerable varietal 

richness, but lacking a little in finesse.  ($28.00) 

 

2011 Mandoon Estate Research Station Cabernet Sauvignon 

Strongly varietal, but shows obvious development. (Not yet 

released) 

 

2012 Mandoon Estate Research Station Margaret River 

Cabernet Sauvignon  Shows very ripe fruit and the tannins are 

a little chewy. A substantial red. (Not yet released) 

 

★★ 

2012 Pepper Tree Wines Elderslee Road Single Vineyard 

Wrattonbully Cabernet Sauvignon  Rich and ripe, tending 

jammy – with a firm finish. (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Dutschke Sami Barossa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon A 

big mulberry style which is an impressive red, but isn’t “cabernet” 

enough. ($30.00) 

http://www.aussiewines.com.au/wine_Growing_Regions.php?pid=1918&page=1152&s=&f=&wines=SouthAustralia
http://www.aussiewines.com.au/wine_Growing_Regions.php?pid=1918&page=1152&s=&f=&wines=SouthAustralia


54 
 

2012 De Bortoli Yarra Valley Estate Grown Cabernet 

Sauvignon Developed colour. A light, leafy style. ($20.00) 

 

2013 Jack Estate Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon Very big 

and ripe. Closed and firm.  (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Rosemount Estate Diamond Label Cabernet 

Sauvignon  Fresh and simple, with a hint of leaf.  ($12.00) 

 

2012 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series Cabernet Sauvignon Colour 

lightish. Shows blackcurrant varietal character and dry powdery 

tannins. ($40.00) 
 

★ 

2013 Snake and Herring Dirty Boots Cabernet Sauvignon 

Hollow and leafy. ($22.00) 

 

2012 Taylors St Andrews Cabernet Sauvignon Weak colour. 

Already showing development.  ($65.00) 

 

2012 Chalkers Crossing Hilltops Cabernet Sauvignon Herbal 

and hollow. ($30.00) 

 

2012 Terramore Wines Cabernet Sauvignon  Mature colour. 

Drying finish.  (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Carillion The Volcanics Orange Cabernet Sauvignon 

Developed, herbal, thin.  ($45.00) 

 

2012 St Hugo Vetus Purum Coonawarra Cabernet 

Sauvignon Very oaky. Caramel overtones.  (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Terra Felix Yarra Valley Cabernet Sauvignon Poor 

colour. Advanced. Drying out. ($45.00) 

 

 
 
Some of the cabernets were simply too big and ripe, lacking finesse. 

At least wines like that deliver in terms of flavour. We were much 

less forgiving of lean, mean wines and those looking and tasting 

much older than they actually were. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBSCRIBE NOW 
www.winewise.net.au 
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CABERNET BLENDS 

argaret River has owned this class, but the South 

Australians struck back in 2015. The top pair are 

Australian rather than “Bordeaux” in character in that 

they are opulent reds rather than “clarets”, but there’s no doubting 

their quality. The very unlucky Rosemount Estate records its third 

second place in the last three years. 

★★★★☆ 

 

2013 Bleasdale Frank Potts  We reviewed this classy 

Langhorne Creek cabernet sauvignon, malbec, petit verdot, merlot, 

cabernet franc blend very recently, and do so again for 

completeness. From the vibrant blackcurrant cassis nose through 

the long, beautifully balanced palate, this is a complete wine. It 

can be cellared for ten years without concern.  ($35.00 – to be 

released on 22 July)  MEDALLION WINNER 

 

2012 Rosemount Estate District Release Traditional Red  

This McLaren Vale blend is quite substantial, but it’s very fresh 

and has no hard edges. Plums and blackcurrants abound and the 

fine, firm tannins provide the balance.  ($17.00) 

http://www.winestar.com.au/rosemount-district-traditional-red-

2012 

 

 

 

 

 

M 

http://www.winestar.com.au/rosemount-district-traditional-red-2012
http://www.winestar.com.au/rosemount-district-traditional-red-2012
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2012 Lindemans Coonawarra Pyrus Red  Vibrant mulberry 

and cassis aromas provide instant attraction. The palate is very 

rewarding, combining long flavour with integrated oak and fine, 

balanced tannins.  ($45.00) 

 

2013 Mandoon Estate Margaret River Cabernet Merlot  A 

very impressive red which shows blackcurrant and tobacco leaf 

aromas. The palate has the classic firm, fine structure and a long, 

lingering finish.  Cellar.  ($29.50) 

 

★★★★ 

2012 Lindemans Coonawarra Limestone Ridge Shiraz 

Cabernet  This is a powerful dark berry wine with an opulent 

palate nicely supported by oak and skin tannins. It is one of 

Australia’s “forgotten” labels, and deserves more attention.  

($50.00) 

 

2012 Brand's Laira Coonawarra August Tide Dry Red  A 

fresh, firmly structured red showing a hint of leafiness which adds 

to the attraction of the red fruits nose. The tannins and length of 

palate suggest that cellaring will be rewarded.  (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Voyager Estate Margaret River Cabernet Sauvignon 

Merlot  Although it’s still quite closed, the typical varietal-

regional characteristics show though. This is an intense, firm red 

that needs time. (Not yet released) 

 

2010 Voyager Estate Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot  The very 

attractive cassis/cedar nose leads to a long, finely structured palate 

that has a leaning towards the Médoc. ($70.00)  

 

 

★★★☆ 

2010 Wolf Blass Grey Label Langhorne Creek Cabernet 

Shiraz  Quite complex, entering a secondary phase, showing oak 

and tobacco leaf characteristics. Very much in the house style and 

is in its drinking window.  ($35.00) 

 

2010 Wolf Blass Black Label Cabernet Shiraz (Barossa 

Valley, Langhorne Creek)  This wine is very powerful but still 

closed. There’s plenty of cassis flavour and the oak is obvious. 

Cellar.  ($115.00) 

 

2012 Wolf Blass Grey Label Langhorne Creek Cabernet 

Shiraz  Dark berry and leafy characteristics merge with a dash of 

oak to produce an appealing package. The tannins need a little 

time to soften.  ($30.00) 

 

2012 Wolf Blass Black Label Cabernet Shiraz  A substantial 

red with layers of flavour. It will undoubtedly age very well over 

the next couple of decades, but the oak is overt at the moment.  

(Not yet released) 

 

2012 Beach Head Margaret River Cabernet Merlot  Fresh, 

ripe and plummy, with plenty of flavour supported by balanced 

tannins. A little simple.  ($21.00) 
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2012 Wolf Blass White Label Mount Benson Shiraz Cabernet  

Shows some interesting tobacco and cedar complexity which 

enhances the slightly forward red berry fruit.  ($40.00) 

 

2013 Galli Estate Sunbury Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot  The 

colour lacks depth but there’s plenty of blackcurrant and plum 

aroma and flavour to enjoy as well as a savoury, fine structure. 

Short term value.  ($20.00) 

 

2009 Wolf Blass Black Label Cabernet Sauvignon Shiraz 

Malbec  There’s still plenty of youthful freshness in this evolving 

wine. Blackcurrant, spice and oak combine to deliver a strong 

stylistic message.  ($115.00) 

 

★★★ 

2011 Tyrrell's Vat 8 Hunter Shiraz Cabernet  A fresh red 

fruits style that is well made, but on the simple side. ($70.00)  

 

2012 Millbrook Winery Margaret River Cabernet Malbec  

There’s plenty of  vibrant flavour here, but it’s weighed down by 

toasty oak.  ($28.00) 

 

2012 Metala Single Vineyard Langhorne Creek Shiraz 

Cabernet  Slightly jammy and solid but certainly offers plenty of 

flavour.  ($15.00) 

 

2008 Tim Adams Reserve Clare Valley Cabernet Malbec  A 

rich, ripe red with fairly chunky tannins.  ($37.00) 

 

★★☆ 

2012 South by Southwest Cabernet Merlot  The colour is a 

little weak and the palate is comparatively lean.  ($25.00) 

 

2012 Pepper Tree Wines 'Classics' Limited Release 

Wrattonbully Cabernet Merlot  Shows mature characteristics 

and has very chewy tannins.  ($25.00) 

 

★★ 

2011 Wyndham Estate George Wyndham Founders Reserve  

Cabernet Merlot  Advanced colour. Developed, drying palate.  

($18.00) 

★ 

2012 Boree Lane Orange Cabernets Sauvignon & Franc  

Very week colour. Too lean and weedy.  ($25.00) 

 

 

Don’t turn your back on blends. They allow winemakers great 

scope for expression, and the top examples in this tasting show 

their regionality very clearly. 
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OTHER RED VARIETALS 

he “old hands” malbec, grenache and durif take on the rest. 

In a close three-way contest a bright young tempranillo 

prevailed over a pair of vibrant, stylish reds. This was a 

class of diversity, making it difficult to judge. How does a panel go 

about comparing young, succulent fruit-driven styles with wines 

that are more structural and savoury? You can be assured that 

some very difficult calls were made. 

We strongly suggest that you keep abreast of happenings in this 

fascinating red wine sector. 

★★★★☆ 

 

 

2012 Stanton & Killeen Rutherglen Tempranillo  The 

sheer vibrancy of this wine took it to the top. The fragrant red 

berry, cherry and licorice aromas are attention-grabbers, and the 

long, supple palate is packed with flavour, but it’s certainly not 

over-ripe or ponderous – more medium-bodied. This is a 

breakthrough wine. ($58.00)  MEDALLION WINNER 

http://www.stantonandkilleenwines.com.au/wines/red-wines 

 

2013 Hahndorf Hill Blueblood Blaufrankisch  This Adelaide 

Hills wine would make the Austrians take notice. It’s a bright, 

lively, medium-bodied red with lingering dark cherry and spice 

flavours. Delicious drinking.  ($40.00) 

http://www.hahndorfhillwinery.com.au/Buy-Online 

 

2013 Bleasdale Generations Malbec  Langhorne Creek is 

perfectly suited to malbec, and here’s another top-notch example. 

This wine is packed wall-to-wall with dark berries and has a fine, 

firm structure. Cellar at least 3-4 years to allow the tannins to 

soften.  ($35.00) 

http://www.bleasdale.com.au/shop/page/3/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 

http://www.stantonandkilleenwines.com.au/wines/red-wines
http://www.hahndorfhillwinery.com.au/Buy-Online
http://www.bleasdale.com.au/shop/page/3/
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★★★★ 

2013 McWilliams Hanwood Estate 913 Hanwood Touriga  

This wine shows what heights can be reached by Riverina fruit. 

Characteristics of raspberry, blueberry and dark cherry can be 

discerned, and the palate is very well balanced.  ($25.00) 

 

2013 Amato Vino Teroldego  There wasn’t much teroldego in the 

Championship, but a teroldego-dominant blend took home a 

medallion and this wine was strongly in the running. Is there a 

message here? Amato Vino is a label from Brad Wehr (of Wine by 

Brad fame). It’s a substantial red with no shortage of tannin and 

plummy flavour, but the key here is balance. Hints of dried herbs 

add a little complexity to this show-stopper.  ($40.00) 

 

2012 Bleasdale The Riparian Vineyard Malbec  A very 

appealing wine which has no shortage of blackberry and blueberry 

aroma and flavour. Some oak input adds to the attraction, and the 

palate is firm but balanced.  ($35.00) 

 

2013 Balgownie Estate Black Label Bendigo Sangiovese 

There’s no missing the intense dark cherry and spice varietal 

character, and the finish is long, with a savoury dryness.  ($29.00) 

 

2013 Blackbilly Langhorne Creek Sangiovese  This is a fresh 

young wine packed with dark cherry flavour. It’s a little simple, 

but delivers richness with balanced firmness.  ($22.00) 

 

2013 Capital Wines The Foreign Minister Canberra District 

Sangiovese  A fresh varietal wine with good fruit weight. The 

typical dark cherry and bun spice aromas and flavours are present, 

and the palate finishes long, with savoury tannins.  ($25.00) 

 

2012 Freeman Altura Vineyard Nebbiolo  The rose petal 

varietal fragrance is evident, and the comparatively delicate 

flavour persists on a palate balanced by very fine, but typical, 

nebbiolo tannins. ($33.00) 

 

2013 Anderson Storyteller Durif  This is a very fresh durif that 

is fully ripe but not ponderous. There is some oak showing, and 

that should become integrated over time.  (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Bleasdale Double Take Malbec  A perfumed, plummy, 

blueberry wine that is almost too fruity. It’s a real mouthful of 

primary flavour and is likely to improve with age.  ($65.00) 

 

2013 Grove Estate Sommita Nebbiolo  Like the Freeman wine, 

this nebbiolo hails from the Hilltops region of New South Wales. It 

has varietal fragrance and satisfyingly ripe flavour. The tannins 

are firm, almost puckering, but balanced.  ($55.00) 

 

2013 Mount Majura Vineyard Graciano  We can see the link 

with Spain here. It’s a robust, leathery, spicy red with a hint of 

white pepper. This variety definitely has a future at Mount 

Majura.  ($27.00)  
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★★★☆ 

2012 Tenafeate Creek One Tree Hill Basket Press Petit 

Verdot  A fresh substantial red in which red berry fruit abounds. 

It’s matched with tannins that aren’t shy either.  ($25.00) 

 

2013 Calabria Private Bin Vat L19 Saint Macaire  The 

Calabria family owns the only planting of Saint Macaire (see 

http://www.wine-searcher.com/grape-2067-saint-macaire in 

Australia. It has consistently produced red wine of quality, and 

this vintage offers rich, ripe plum and dark berry flavour backed by 

firm tannins. It needs at least a couple of years in bottle.  ($14.95) 

http://www.calabriawines.com.au/brands/calabria_private_bin.aspx 

  

2013 Serafino Reserve McLaren Vale Grenache  Slightly light 

colour. However there’s more than adequate rose water varietal 

character in this drink now style.  ($40.00) 

 

2013 Hand Crafted by Geoff Hardy Graciano  There is plenty 

of red fruits and licorice flavour to be enjoyed in this dry, savoury 

red.  ($30.00) 

 

2013 Capital Wines The Ambassador Tempranillo  Although 

the colour lacks a little depth, this wine has enough flavour 

together with the rustic leathery qualities of tempranillo.  ($25.00) 

 

2013 Catlin Wine Co Adelaide Hills Montepulciano  Big, ripe 

and perfumed, showing some overt oak.  ($30.00)  

 

★★★ 

2012 Pepper Tree Wines 14 Shores Single Vineyard 

Wrattonbully Merlot  A rich, plummy wine with fairly chewy 

tannins. It needs to soften.  ($25.00) 

 

2012 Geddes Wines Seldom Inn McLaren Vale Grenache  

Already shows some development, but retains sufficient varietal 

flavour. The finish is quite firm.  ($26.00) 

 

2013 Ess&See McLaren Vale Mataro  The nose offers  a big  

minty red fruits impact. There’s plenty of old-fashioned flavour and 

tannin here.  ($30.00) 

 

2012 Wolf Blass Gold Label Langhorne Creek Malbec  

There’s plenty of fresh flavour, but the Langhorne Creek “mint” is 

very much evident.  ($26.00) 

 

★★ 

2012 Topper's Mountain Wild Ferment Nebbiolo  Shows 

varietal character but lacks fruit weight.  ($38.00) 

 

 

Keep an eye on “other” reds, particularly this year’s top varietals, 

tempranillo, blaufrankisch and malbec – and don’t forget teroldego. 

 

 

http://www.wine-searcher.com/grape-2067-saint-macaire
http://www.calabriawines.com.au/brands/calabria_private_bin.aspx
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OTHER RED BLENDS 

ere’s another case of the “traditionals” like Grenache 

Shiraz Mourvèdre taking on the “experimentals”. This 

time a very new-look wine seized the medallion, making 

statements for the future of teroldego and for Langhorne Creek as 

a quality wine region. 

  

★★★★ 

 

 2013 Next Crop Langhorne Creek Teroldego Malbec  

This is an utterly delicious young red. From the perfumed cherry 

aromatics right through to the end of the long, supple, satisfying 

palate, this wine is a winner. It’s sold out, but Next Crop is a 

producer worth following.  MEDALLION WINNER 

https://www.facebook.com/www.nextcropwines.com.au/timeline 

 

2013 Doc Adams McLaren Vale GSM  A beautifully made red 

showing grenache perfume but also some “Côtes-du-Rhône” 

complex notes. The palate offers both intensity and structure. 

($18.00) 

http://www.graysonline.com/retail/dagsm13-12/wine/doc-adams-

gsm-2013?spr=true?partnerer 

 

2013 Rosemount Estate McLaren Vale GSM  The vibrant 

primary nature of this wine suggests that it’s still on the way up. 

Nevertheless, the richness of flavour and suppleness of tannins 

make for most enjoyable drinking.  ($25.00) 

 

2013 James & Co Beechworth Sangiovese Cabernet  This 

wine combines the best of both varieties very well. The red 

berry/spice nose translates to an impressive, long, savoury palate. 

Drinking well now.  (Not yet released) 

 

2012 Rosemount Estate Nursery Project McLaren Vale GMG 

(Graciano Mataro Grenache)  The summer pudding aromas are 

very attractive, and there’s plenty of flavour to be enjoyed on a 

fairly firm palate.  ($32.00) 

 

2013 Mount Majura Vineyard TSG  This is a complex “Euro” 

style from the Canberra district with excellent fruit intensity and 

silky tannins. Very enjoyable drinking.  ($32.00) 

 

 

 

H 

https://www.facebook.com/www.nextcropwines.com.au/timeline
http://www.graysonline.com/retail/dagsm13-12/wine/doc-adams-gsm-2013?spr=true?partnerer
http://www.graysonline.com/retail/dagsm13-12/wine/doc-adams-gsm-2013?spr=true?partnerer
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2012 Dolan Family Wines Shiraz Grenache Mataro  A classy 

Barossa red fruits style with a fine tannin structure. All three 

varieties contribute to flavour and complexity.  ($24.00)   

 

★★★☆ 

2013 St Hallett Gamekeeper's Barossa Shiraz Grenache 

Touriga  Rich mulberry fruit comes together with obvious 

spiciness. There’s certainly no lack of flavour and the soft tannins 

invite early drinking.  ($12.00) 

 

2012 Rosemount Estate McLaren Vale GSM  A wine of 

substance which shows grenache fragrance. The structure is quite 

firm and needs time to soften.  ($25.00) 

 

2013 Wirra Wirra Original Blend McLaren Vale Grenache 

Shiraz  This is a fresh red fruits style that is comparatively soft 

and ready to drink.  ($18.00) 

 

★★★ 

2012 Mongrel Creek Margaret River Merlot Cabernet Franc  

Fairly light colour. A simple, slightly earthy wine with adequate 

fruit for the tannins.  (Not yet available) 

 

2012 Deep Woods Estate Margaret River Shiraz Et Al 

(Shiraz, malbec, grenache)  Fresh but simple, with mulberry 

characteristics.  ($20.00) 

 

2013 Ingoldby McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz  A fresh 

straightforward red showing confectionary overtones.  ($16.00) 

 

★★ 

2012 T'Gallant Odysseus (Central Victorian shiraz-nebbiolo)  

A light, savoury red fruits wine. On the edge of lean. (Not 

available) 

 

2010 Freeman Rondinella Corvina Secco  Very mature. 

Although this wine was never an Aussie “fruit bomb”, this vintage 

is drying out.  ($35.00) 

 

2012 Saltram Estate Barossa Valley Shiraz Tempranillo  The 

oak is too overt. 

 

 

The imaginations of winemakers will run wild in this category of 

wine and eventually drive the production of many exciting reds. 

We see the beginning of that process here.  

This is a field where “wine artists” can play a vital role, as blends 

are created that will challenge conventional beliefs, just as 

impressionist painters did 140 years ago. 
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SPARKLING & SWEET WHITES 

lthough the numbers were low, interest was high, and 

judging presented a fascinating array. Both winners were 

very impressive and certainly rank among the best of their 

respective categories in Australia.  

 

SPARKLING 

★★★★ 

2008 Josef Chromy Vintage Sparkling  The colour is 

pale and the nose is vibrant, showing very engaging bready 

complexity. The fine mousse is a big quality factor, as are the 

length of palate and acid balance. This Tasmanian is a winner 

through and through. ($192.00/6 bottles) MEDALLION WINNER 

https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2008-josef-chromy-wines-

sparkling 

 

★★★☆ 

2009 Deviation Road Beltana Adelaide Hills Blanc de Blancs  

There’s plenty of artifact here – autolysis character, sulphides and 

aldehyde – and they all add something. Powerful fruit, backed by 

good acidity, carries the complexity well.  ($85.00) 

 

2011 Malcolm Creek The Reginald Adelaide Hills    A very 

fresh wine with a touch of bready autolysis aroma. The palate is 

creamy and acid-fresh.  ($35.00) 

 

2009 Heemskerk Chardonnay Pinot Noir Sparkling  A bright, 

fresh Tasmanian bubbly with subtle autolysis character. It’s very 

creamy, with decidedly racy acidity. ($52.00) 

 

2010 Heemskerk Chardonnay Pinot Noir Sparkling  

Although there’s a touch of autolysis aroma, this wine is quite 

unevolved, and needs time to fill out and balance the bracing 

acidity. (Not yet released) 

 

2004 Chandon Prestige Cuvée  A fresh complex sparkling wine 

with a very fine mousse. The level of development split the panel, 

but if you like richness and brioche secondary character, this one 

could be for you.  (No longer available) 

 

★★ 

2008 Trofeo Estate Mornington Peninsula Vintage Cuvée 

Shows quite a bit of development and aldehyde. Very secondary.  

($48.00)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2008-josef-chromy-wines-sparkling
https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2008-josef-chromy-wines-sparkling
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SWEET WHITE 

 

Two of Australia’s best here. 

 

★★★★☆ 

 

 

2011 Lillypilly Noble Blend Family Reserve  Robert Fiumara 

has been producing some of Australia’s best sweet whites in Leeton 

(NSW) for many years, and this one is a gem. It shows intense 

tropical fruit and mandarin peel aromas, and the palate is richly 

sweet, beautifully balanced by acidity. 74% sauvignon blanc 26% 

semillon  ($38.50/375 ml)  MEDALLION WINNER 

http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/all-wines/ 

 

2013 Freeman Dolcino  This wine triumphed in the 2014 Small 

Vigneron Awards and nearly completed the double here. It’s 100% 

viognier and is not super-luscious, but it does have Sauternes-like 

complexity and palate structure. Citrus peel complexity indicates 

botrytis and the stone fruit flavour is sweet, long and lingering.  

($25.00/500 ml) 

http://www.freemanvineyards.com.au/DNN4/Portals/0/PDFs/FREE

MAN%20ORDER%20FORM%20March%202015.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/all-wines/
http://www.freemanvineyards.com.au/DNN4/Portals/0/PDFs/FREEMAN%20ORDER%20FORM%20March%202015.pdf
http://www.freemanvineyards.com.au/DNN4/Portals/0/PDFs/FREEMAN%20ORDER%20FORM%20March%202015.pdf
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★★★★ 

2012 Lillypilly Noble Harvest  This is a very full-on, luscious 

sweet white with plenty of citrus peel botrytis character. It truly is 

a dessert wine. In fact you could enjoy it instead of dessert!  52% 

semillon 34% gewürztraminer and others ($32.00/375 ml) 

 

2011 Peter Lehmann Botrytis Barossa Semillon  Another 

mouth-filling, luscious style with plenty of marmalade botrytis 

character. Stone fruit flavour abounds.  ($24.00/375 ml) 

 

2013 Bunnamagoo Estate Autumn Semillon  A very good take 

on dessert semillon from Mudgee (NSW). There’s considerable 

tropical fruit aroma and flavour here, and the sweetness is 

balanced by clean acidity.  ($24.95/375 ml) 

 

2013 Burnbrae Botrytis Mudgee Semillon  This Mudgee sweet 

white pushes the boundaries in terms of sugar-acid balance and 

volatile acidity, but it’s very intense, packed with stone fruit 

flavour.  ($35.00/375 ml) 

 

★★★☆ 

2008 Deen De Bortoli Botrytis Semillon  Shows both 

development and VA, but still delivers plenty of sweetness and 

botrytis complexity.  ($12.00/375 ml) 

 

2011 DiGiorgio Family Wines Lucindale Botrytis Semillon  

Shows richness and sweetness with citrus peel overtones,  

struggles with the sugar-acid balance.  ($20.00/500 ml) 

 

2011 Gramps Botrytis Semillon  Shows some development, and 

almost cloys, but it’s intensely flavoured, with obvious botrytis.  

($18.00/375 ml) 

 

2013 Lerida Estate Lake George Botrytis Pinot Gris  Very 

rich and sweet, displaying toffee-like aromas and flavours. Volatile 

acidity is a little too obvious.  ($39.50/375 ml) 

 

★★★ 

2008 Waterton Vineyard Late Picked Tasmania Riesling  

This wine is in the spätlese style and is fresh, limey and clean, but 

the acidity tends to dominate.  ($28.00) 

 

2008 West End 3 Bridges Golden Mist Semillon  It’s reaching 

the end of the road, but still offers plenty of richness and 

complexity.  ($24.95/375 ml) 

 

Australian sweet whites seem to be almost forgotten wines. 

Perhaps it’s because the health-conscious often shun desserts. We 

think the best match for the top wines is a cheese like Meredith 

Dairy sheep milk blue. 

 

 


