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2017 WINEWISE CHAMPIONSHIP 

ime flies. This is the eighth – and largest - Winewise 

Championship. Wine producers were invited to enter gold 

medal winners from regional shows and major trophy winners 

from capital city shows held in 2016-17. The response rate was 

impressive, and this year 462 wines were assessed. 

 
The Winewise panel was joined by winemakers Tim Knappstein and 

Nick O’Leary, and wines were tasted in groups no larger than six. They 

were then placed in order of preference, following the practice of trophy 

judging in most wine shows. Often heats and semi-finals were required 

before a grand final taste-off. This process certainly brought the cream 

to the top.  

The winning wine in each category is awarded a gold-plated medallion 

produced by the Australian Mint. 

WHITE WINES 

Sauvignon Blanc and Blends 

 Medallion Winner  2016 Watershed Shades Margaret River 

Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  Gooseberry aromas with a faint hint of 
green pea. The palate delivers excellent weight and freshness. ($19.95)  ★
★★★☆ 
https://www.watershedwines.com.au/product/2016-shades-sauvignon-
blanc-semillon/ 
 
2016 Shaw + Smith Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc  Lively, grassy 
and richly flavoured, with a hint papaya showing on the nose.  The palate 
is long, with some textural interest. ($23.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.nicks.com.au/2016-shaw-smith-sauvignon-blanc 
 
2016 Flametree Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  A full 
ripe citrus/grass style with attractive barrel ferment/lees complexity. The 
palate is textured and long.  ($24.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.flametreewines.com/product/Flametree-Sauvignon-Blanc-
Semillon-2016 

 
2016 Firetail Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc  Fresh, grassy and 
faintly sweet, with good acidity and a hint of toasty complexity.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 Sidewood Estate Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc  Fresh, fully 
ripe gooseberry aromas with tropical fruit overtones. Full of life and 
drinking well. ★★★★  
 
2016 Petaluma White Label Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc  A 
gooseberry/grass style that is beginning to show a little development.    
★★★☆ 
 
 
 

T 

https://www.watershedwines.com.au/product/2016-shades-sauvignon-blanc-semillon/
https://www.watershedwines.com.au/product/2016-shades-sauvignon-blanc-semillon/
https://www.nicks.com.au/2016-shaw-smith-sauvignon-blanc
https://www.flametreewines.com/product/Flametree-Sauvignon-Blanc-Semillon-2016
https://www.flametreewines.com/product/Flametree-Sauvignon-Blanc-Semillon-2016
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2015 Moorilla Muse Sauvignon  There’s plenty of barrel ferment 
complexity here. Although it’s a fascinating wine, the non-fruit 
component is too pronounced.  ★★★ 
 
2016 Josef Chromy Sauvignon Blanc  Comparatively deep colour. Has 
varietal character but is fairly forward.  ★★★☆ 
 

2015 Domaine Naturaliste Sauvage  We were impressed by the 
depth of fruit, but the barrel ferment and oak aromas and flavours 
are very obvious. It’s certainly down the path of Graves blanc but the 

oak is prominent.  ★★★ 

 

2016 Deep Woods Hillside Semillon Sauvignon Blanc  The green 
methoxypyrazine characteristics dominate those of gooseberry which 
fight the good fight.  ★★★ 
 
 
Riesling 
 

 Medallion Winner                                         
2012 Peter Lehmann Wigan Eden Valley Riesling  Maturity meets 
freshness here to deliver a riesling that is simply stunning. It’s totally true 
to its Eden Valley roots, offering varietal perfume and “chalky” regional 
character. A few years in bottle has allowed the flavour to build and the 
palate to fill out. Near perfection. (Soon to be released at around $35.00)  
★★★★★ 
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Medallion Winner    2016 Jim Barry The Florita Riesling  
This riesling is simply bursting with the classic Clare regional lime 
character. It may not be a long-lived wine, but it is simply irresistible 
now. The intense varietal flavour is matched by lip-smacking acidity. We 
think it may peak in 3-5 years.  ($50.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.jimbarry.com/products/7828-the-florita-riesling/ 

 

Medallion Winner 2015 Jacob's Creek Steingarten 

Riesling  Although the floral-lime aromas are very enticing, this Eden 
Valley wine is clearly teasing us. It has the line, length, acidity and 
intensity of a wine that has only just begun to evolve. Give it another 
five years at least. (Not yet released. Should be around $30.00 when it is)  
★★★★★ 
 
2016 Pikes Merle Riesling   Another brilliant Clare that was so regional 
in character that it shone out of the line-up. It’s delightfully limey, 
backed by racy acidity and is definitely one to cellar.  ($45.00)   ★★★★★ 
http://shop.pikeswines.com.au/catalog/ 
  
2012 Silverstream Riesling  We were unfamiliar with wines from 
Silverstream (Denmark, W.A.), but this one made us instant converts. 
It’s a vibrant, strongly varietal riesling that hasn’t yet reached its peak. 
The budding complexity merges beautifully with the fruit in a wine of 
power, depth and freshness. ($25.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.silverstreamwines.com/our-wines/ 
 

2016 Freycinet Riesling  A very floral, perfumed riesling which 
reflects its cool Tasmanian origins. This trophy winner from our Small 
Vigneron Awards stood tall again.  The palate is restrained and long, 
backed up seamlessly by acidity. A gem. ($27.00)  ★★★★★ 
http://www.freycinetvineyard.com.au/order_now/order_now.htm 
   
 

https://www.jimbarry.com/products/7828-the-florita-riesling/
http://shop.pikeswines.com.au/catalog/
https://www.silverstreamwines.com/our-wines/
http://www.freycinetvineyard.com.au/order_now/order_now.htm


 May 22, 2017 

4 
 

2016 Goon Tycoons Riesling  A restrained limey riesling from 

Frankland River, W.A.. It’s a wine of power, length and freshness. 
($25.00)  ★★★★★   Never heard of Goon Tycoons? Check out their 
Facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/GoonTycoons/about/?ref=page_internal 
 

2015 Jaeschkes Hill River Clare Estate Riesling  How many times 
have we extolled the virtues of Jaeschke’s rieslings? They just keep 
performing. This one is Clare through and through – packed with fresh 
limey goodness.  ($75.00/6 bottle case)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.hillriverclareestate.com.au/our-wine/ 
 
2014 Peter Lehmann Wigan Eden Valley Riesling  Gorgeously floral 
and “chalky”. The slight development adds complexity and the palate is 
fresh and intense. Another classic Eden Valley riesling. (Not yet released)        
★★★★★ 
 
2014 Jaeschkes Hill River Clare Estate Riesling  Intense lime aromas 
with a touch of honeyed bottle development. Delightful.  Fresh acidity 
lifts the finish.  ★★★★☆ 
 
2004 Tamburlaine Reserve Riesling  This wine is in great condition. 
It’s still fresh and aromatic, with lovely toasty complexity.  ($203.94/6 
bottle case)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2004-tamburlaine-reserve-
riesling 
 
2016 Kerrigan & Berry Mount Barker Riesling  Fresh floral/lime 
aromatics feature strongly, and the intense palate has a lively acid finish. 
Another good one from K & B.  ($26.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.hayshedhill.com.au/view/cellar-new 
 
2011 Peter Lehmann Wigan Eden Valley Riesling  A very fresh 
riesling with appealing bottle-age complexity. It’s drinking beautifully 
now. ($30.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_903894/peter-
lehmann-wigan-riesling 
 
2015 Peter Lehmann Wigan Eden Valley Riesling  Floral, but very 
reserved at the moment. The palate is long but comparatively closed. 
Good, but needs time. (Not yet released)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2016 Mandoon Estate Reserve Frankland River Riesling  Fresh 
citrus aromas with a faintly tropical overtone. Very satisfying palate with 
excellent balance.  ($30.00)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2015 Leo Buring Leonay DW S17 Eden Valley Riesling  Showing a 
touch of development, with elements of honey and citrus peel. The 
palate is rich and full of life. Very good short term drinking.  (Not yet 
released)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2016 Naked Run The First Riesling  Fresh and limey. Full of that 
great Clare riesling flavour which is supported by refreshing acidity. 
($20.00)   ★★★★☆ 
http://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-
list/liquor/white-wine/naked-run-the-first-clare-valley-riesling-2016.html 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/GoonTycoons/about/?ref=page_internal
https://www.hillriverclareestate.com.au/our-wine/
https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2004-tamburlaine-reserve-riesling
https://www.crackawines.com.au/product/2004-tamburlaine-reserve-riesling
http://www.hayshedhill.com.au/view/cellar-new
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_903894/peter-lehmann-wigan-riesling
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_903894/peter-lehmann-wigan-riesling
http://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-list/liquor/white-wine/naked-run-the-first-clare-valley-riesling-2016.html
http://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-list/liquor/white-wine/naked-run-the-first-clare-valley-riesling-2016.html
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2016 Seppelt Great Western Vineyard Riesling  Richly flavoured and 
a little advanced, but it has good acid backing.  ★★★★ 
 
2011 ArtWine Clare Riesling  Shows attractive maturity and is drinking 
very well.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 Colmar Estate Block 6 Riesling  Rich and limey, with good 
acidity.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 Colmar Estate Riesling  Fragrant citrus with tropical fruit 
overtones. Plenty of flavour.  ★★★★ 
 
2010 Petaluma Hanlin Hill Clare Valley Riesling  Powerful,  mature 
and still fresh. Good drinking.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 Moppity Vineyards Riesling  Nicely limey and restrained. Good 
length and acidity.  ★★★★ 
 
2009 Robert Stein Riesling  An attractive combination of maturity and 
freshness. Well balanced current drinking.  ★★★★  
 
2015 Cherubino Porongurup Riesling  Slightly forward, but has 
appealing limey flavour and clean acid.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 Jim Barry Block 114 Clare Valley Riesling  Restrained lime with 
the faintest hint of marmalade. Finishes long.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 Mount Majura Vineyard Riesling  Lemony, with a beguiling hint 
of preserved ginger.  Good depth and richness. ★★★★  
 
2016 Robert Stein Reserve Riesling  Attractively tight, promising 
positive bottle development. Very fresh citrus aromas and flavours.       
★★★★ 
 
2016 Peter Lehmann Hill & Valley Eden Valley Riesling  Slightly 
dull lime aromatics. Better palate with zippy acid.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Thorn Clarke Wines Sandpiper Riesling  A full-flavoured, 
forward citrus style. Slightly firm. Good acid.  ★★★☆  
 
2016 Cherubino Ad Hoc Wallflower Riesling  Honey and grapefruit 
overtones. Plenty of flavour with a slight hardness.  ★★★☆  
 
2016 La Boheme Act One Riesling  Ripe and tropical-fruity but fresh. 
Slightly forward.  ★★★☆  
 
2012 Shut the Gate Watervale Riesling  Quite honeyed. Still has some 
freshness. Drink soon.  ★★★☆  
 
2016 ArtWine Glass Half Full Riesling  A citrus style showing some 
honeyed overtones. A little too forward.  ★★★☆  
 
2010 Kilikanoon Mort's Reserve Riesling  Decidedly honeyed but still 
fresh enough.  ★★★☆ 
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2016 Jaeschkes Hill River Clare Estate Riesling  Richly citrusy and 
tropical, but a little too forward.  ★★★ 
 
2010 Robert Stein Reserve Riesling  Developed but holding on. Plenty 
of flavour.  ★★★ 
 
2012 Naked Run Place in Time Sevenhill Riesling  Showing quite a 
lot of development.  ★★★  
 
2015 Kilikanoon Mort's Block Riesling  A bit too developed for its 
age.  ★★★ 
 
2016 St John's Road Peace of Eden Riesling  The rich nose suggests 
both citrus and stone fruit. Full flavoured initially, but finishes a little 
short.  ★★★ 
 
2015 Carillion Estate Grown Orange Riesling  Fairly forward, but 
limey, with hints of stone fruit.  ★★★  
 
2016 Robert Stein Black Label Riesling  Dull colour. Limey but quite 
forward.  ★★★ 
 
2007 McGuigan The Shortlist Eden Valley Riesling  Citrus with  
honeycomb overtones. Complex, but showing signs of drying out.  ★★★ 
 
2013 Leo Buring Leonay Mature Release Clare Valley Riesling  
Deep colour. Too advanced. Plenty of developed flavour. Saved by good 
acidity.  ★★★  
 
2015 Penfolds Bin 51 Eden Valley Riesling  Too developed and broad 
for its age.  ★★☆  
 
2016 Baily & Baily Folio Clare Valley Riesling  Forward 
marmalade/apricot suggesting botrytis. Too much grip.  ★★☆ 
 
2016 d'Arenberg The Dry Dam Riesling  Varietal but forward, with a 
slight straw overtone. Too sweet for this class but not sweet enough to 
include with the “stickies”.  ★★☆   
 
2010 Highland Heritage Estate Riesling  Tired and cracking up.  ★★ 
 
There are some stellar wines in this class – wines that set standards and 

put others into perspective.  We would be happy to taste the ★★★★★ 

and ★★★★☆ rieslings against the best dry styles of the rest of the world. 

They would do Australia proud. 
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Semillon 

 Medallion Winner                             
2009 Tintilla Estate Angus Hunter Valley Semillon  A very youthful, 
fresh eight-year-old semillon which is near the peak of its powers. It has 
a touch of toasty bottle-age character, but offers vibrant varietal aroma 
and flavour. It’s a joy to drink.  ($40.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://my.subscribility.com.au/taste/tintilla-estate 
 
2009 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Hunter Semillon  We wish we could have declared 
a tie, but we had to make a choice.  This wine is a gem. It offers just a 
little maturity with vibrancy, richness and great acidity, and has years 
ahead of it. ($67.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_796692/tyrrell-s-vat-1-
semillon-2009 
 
2007 Thomas Wines Cellar Reserve Braemore Semillon  This is a 
classic Hunter semillon that is right at its peak. It has that marvellous 
honey and toast aroma which complements the superb fruit. The 
freshness of flavour is very impressive.  (Not available)  ★★★★★ 
 
2013 Thomas Wines Cellar Reserve Braemore Semillon  A vibrant 
semillon with just a suggestion of development and a hint of lemon curd. 
The lively palate offers length and great depth of varietal flavour. (Not 
available)  ★★★★★ 
 
2011 Tyrrell's Stevens Semillon  Here’s a very classy semillon that is 
beginning to drink beautifully. The freshness is commendable and the 
palate has acquired some toasty richness.  ($312.00 per dozen)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.winestar.com.au/tyrrells-stevens-single-vineyard-semillon-
2011 
 
2014 Two Rivers Stones Throw Semillon  Although the nose is 
slightly advanced, the palate is a delight – packed with fresh varietal 
flavour. Great drinking. (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
 

https://my.subscribility.com.au/taste/tintilla-estate
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_796692/tyrrell-s-vat-1-semillon-2009
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_796692/tyrrell-s-vat-1-semillon-2009
http://www.winestar.com.au/tyrrells-stevens-single-vineyard-semillon-2011
http://www.winestar.com.au/tyrrells-stevens-single-vineyard-semillon-2011
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 Medallion Winner   2016 Briar Ridge Dairy Hill Single 

Vineyard Semillon  Vibrantly grassy, with a hint of lemon curd. The 
powerful, yet backward, varietal flavour is backed up by excellent acidity. 
Definitely a cellaring proposition. (Not yet released. Will be about 
$35.00)  ★★★★☆  
 
2016 First Creek Single Vineyard  Murphys Semillon  An 
impressively fresh, intense young semillon with the faintest hint of 
tropical fruit. Well worth cellaring. (Not yet available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2007 McGuigan Bin 9000 Hunter Valley Semillon  A classic mature 
semillon with pristine lemon curd aromas. It has plenty of life left. (Not 
available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2009 Thomas Wines Cellar Reserve Braemore Semillon  Slightly 
honeyed, but very fresh. Delightful drinking and nearing its peak. 
($50.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.rathdownecellars.com.au/products/online-store/index.php 
 
2012 Peter Lehmann Margaret Barossa Semillon  A beautiful lemony 
semillon with the first signs of toasty development. Delicious drinking.  
(Not yet available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2013 Two Rivers Stones Throw Semillon  Classic semillon – 
restrained but satisfying, with delightful lemony flavour. Drinking very 
well. (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2016 Cockfighter’s Ghost Reserve Semillon  A fresh lemon/grass 
semillon with a faintly soapy overtone which is a typical Hunter Valley 
characteristic. It has power, depth and good balance.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Peter Lehmann Margaret Barossa Semillon  Fresh, with good, 
rich citrus aromas. It has plenty of flavour on a lively palate. ★★★★ 
 
2011 First Creek Winemakers Reserve Semillon  Rich, fresh, buttered 
toast aromas. Lovely rich palate backed by acidity.  ★★★★ 
 
2013 McGuigan Bin 9000 Hunter Valley Semillon  Intense citrus and 
lemon curd with a hint of tropical fruit.  A nicely rounded palate with 
excellent acidity.  ★★★★ 
 
2009 Brokenwood Maxwell Vineyard Semillon  Comparatively 
mature, but drinking very well indeed, offering plenty of lemony, toasty 
enjoyment.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Coolangatta Estate Estate Grown Semillon  Showing just a little 
development but is still fresh. Good fruit intensity and acidity.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 Gundog Estate The Chase Semillon  Classic restraint. Excellent 
fruit backed by steely acidity.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 Brokenwood Marsh Poppy's Block Semillon  Showing lemony 
richness backed by fresh acidity. A little forward, but offers strong 
regional and varietal characteristics.  ★★★★ 
 

http://www.rathdownecellars.com.au/products/online-store/index.php
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2016 Silkman Wines Reserve Hunter Valley Semillon  Rich nose 
with some SO2 showing. Will develop well over the next few years.       
★★★☆ 
 
2016 Audrey Wilkinson Semillon  Comparatively full flavoured but still 
strongly varietal, and has a fresh finish.  ★★★☆ 
 
2013 McGuigan Shortlist Hunter Valley Semillon  Plenty of flavour. 
Beginning to show toasty development. Drinking well.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Peter Lehmann Margaret Barossa Semillon  Rich, showing 
lemon curd aromas and flavours. A bit too forward.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Audrey Wilkinson Winemakers Selection Semillon  Rich and 
varietal. Seems to be developing fairly quickly. Lively acidity lifts the 
palate.  ★★★☆ 
 
2010 First Creek Winemakers Reserve Semillon  Quite developed. 
Toasty but attractive. Drinking well.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Wombat Crossing The Creek Flat Semillon  Fairly forward. 
Becoming a little coarse.  ★★☆ 
 
2009 Bunnamagoo Mudgee Semillon  Fresh, rich, honeyed. Slightly 
dried out on the finish.  ★★☆ 
 
As usual the semillons are very strong. In cases where wines near the top 
of the list are not available, take note of the producers. They’re some of 
the ones to follow. 
 

 

RATING SCALE 

★★★★★  Outstanding 97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96 Gold or high silver 

★★★★   Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆   Recommended 87-89  Bronze 

★★★     Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆     Agreeable  82-84 

★★       Acceptable  80-82 

★☆       Acceptable  77-79 

★         Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆         Unacceptable 71-73 

No stars      Undrinkable <71 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/  

 

http://winewise.net.au/
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Chardonnay 

 

 Medallion Winner      

2015 Penfolds Reserve Bin 15A Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  It’s 
been fascinating to watch the evolution of this style. Once very much a 
“show” wine, it has acquired subtlety and great finesse. The white peach 
aromas are greatly enhanced by complex barrel ferment notes, and the 
palate nears creamy perfection. A brilliant wine. ($88.90)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_916214/penfolds-
reserve-bin-a-chardonnay-2015 
 
 
 
 
 

          

2015 Shaw + Smith M3 Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  The 2015 M3 is 
probably the best yet from Shaw + Smith. The intensity and freshness 
are matched with texture and structure to create a chardonnay that not 
only tastes great, but feels great. Nougat complexity and a touch of A-
grade oak complete the picture. ($40.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.nicks.com.au/2015-shaw-smith-m3-chardonnay 

 

https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_916214/penfolds-reserve-bin-a-chardonnay-2015
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_916214/penfolds-reserve-bin-a-chardonnay-2015
https://www.nicks.com.au/2015-shaw-smith-m3-chardonnay
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 Medallion Winner       

2013 Devil’s Lair Margaret River Chardonnay  This chardonnay is 
drinking near a very impressive peak. It’s utterly delicious, combining 
bottle age and barrel ferment complexity with great underlying freshness. 
The palate is a textural delight.  ($40.00)  ★★★★★ 
http://shortysliquor.com.au/devil-s-lair-chardonnay 
 

2013 Tyrrell's Vat 47 Hunter Chardonnay  Very fresh, complex and 
packed with varietal aroma and flavour. A gentle nuttiness adds to the 
enjoyment, as does the pleasing grip and texture.  (No longer available)           
★★★★☆ 
 

2014 Higher Plane Reserve Margaret River Chardonnay  Attractive 
white peach backed up by nougat complexity.  The palate is a lesson in 
length and texture. ($38.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.higherplanewines.com.au/products 
 

2015 McGuigan The Shortlist Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  An 
intense, funky, white peach style that is delightfully creamy. It’s drinking 
very well indeed. ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.jimmurphy.com.au/product/mcguigan-shortlist-
chardonnay-2015 
 

2015 Colmar Estate Chardonnay  This is a very pure, intense, yet 
delicate, chardonnay from Orange, NSW. The complexity is subtle and 
the palate is long and textured. (No longer available)  ★★★★☆ 
 

2015 Stargazer Coal River Valley Chardonnay  The nose is a 
fascinating combination of grapefruit, white nectarine, nuts and butter. 
The long palate is creamy, finishing with typical Tasmanian acidity. A 
fine expression of grape variety and place. ($45.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://stargazerwine.com.au/ 
 

2015 Pike and Joyce The Kay Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  The 
aromas are slightly funky and nutty, supporting varietal white peach. The 
impressive palate is long and creamy. ($318.00 for 6 bottles) ★★★★☆ 
http://www.optionswines.com.au/products/product/PJKCH6?category
=OYJOBJYI 
 

2013 Devil’s Lair Ninth Chamber Margaret River Chardonnay  A 
very complex, silky chardonnay with butter and toasted nuts overtones. 
The palate is impressively long. (Not yet released)  ★★★★☆ 
 

 

http://shortysliquor.com.au/devil-s-lair-chardonnay
https://www.higherplanewines.com.au/products
http://www.jimmurphy.com.au/product/mcguigan-shortlist-chardonnay-2015
http://www.jimmurphy.com.au/product/mcguigan-shortlist-chardonnay-2015
http://stargazerwine.com.au/
http://www.optionswines.com.au/products/product/PJKCH6?category=OYJOBJYI
http://www.optionswines.com.au/products/product/PJKCH6?category=OYJOBJYI
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2015 Coldstream Hills Deer Farm Vineyard Yarra Valley 
Chardonnay  Textbook chardonnay making. It’s all there – white peach, 
nougat, top-class oak – in a vibrant, silky wine. ($47.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.winesattemplestowe.com.au/product_info.php?cPath=60_6
7&products_id=587 
 

2015 Penfolds Max’s Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  The strong white 
peach aroma and flavour carry a hint gooseberry. The nicely structured 
palate is enhanced by subtle oak.  ($33.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.nicks.com.au/2015-penfolds-max-s-chardonnay 
 

2014 Gralyn Estate Reserve Margaret River Chardonnay  Here we 
find fresh stone fruit and grapefruit with attractive touches of barrel 
ferment complexity and oak. The palate is comparatively light. Give it a 
year or two. ($75.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.gralyn.com.au/crm/productdetails/100519-reserve-
chardonnay.html 
 

2013 Voyager Estate Margaret River Chardonnay  Very fresh and 
restrained, showing white peach with faint hints of melon. The texture 
and length provide a real touch of class. ($40.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.nicks.com.au/2013-voyager-estate-chardonnay 
 

2009 Wolf Blass White Label Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  Here’s a 
delicious, mature chardonnay that is drinking beautifully. The toasty, 
nutty characteristics merge beautifully with the varietal flavour that still 
has plenty of life. ($318.00 for 6 bottles) ★★★★☆ 
https://www.qantasepiqure.com.au/p/Wolf-Blass-White-Label-
Adelaide-Hills-Chardonnay-2009/WBWHTECHA09_C 
 

2005 Freycinet Chardonnay  The honeyed citrus and stone fruit 
aromas are almost unbelievably fresh, and the palate is rich and long. A 
remarkable chardonnay. (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
 

2015 Penfolds Cellar Reserve Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  Penfolds 
obviously had some great 2015 Adelaide Hills chardonnay material to 
work with. This, the third of a trio, is beautifully textured and subtly 
complex. (Not yet released) ★★★★☆ 
 

2015 De Bortoli Yarra Valley Section A5 Chardonnay  A classy, 
restrained chardonnay with grapefruit aromatics. The palate is long, with 
just-right grip. Give it a couple of years. ($45.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://shop.debortoli.com.au/white-wines/yarra-valley-single-vineyard-
section-a5-chardonnay-2015.html 
 

2015 Devil’s Lair Ninth Chamber Margaret River Chardonnay  It 
has all the components of an exceptional chardonnay, but is tightly 
coiled, needing 3-5 years. By that time it will have evolved into a 
spectacular complex chardonnay. However, you’ll have to wait a while 
before it’s released.  ★★★★☆ 
 
 
 

http://www.winesattemplestowe.com.au/product_info.php?cPath=60_67&products_id=587
http://www.winesattemplestowe.com.au/product_info.php?cPath=60_67&products_id=587
https://www.nicks.com.au/2015-penfolds-max-s-chardonnay
http://www.gralyn.com.au/crm/productdetails/100519-reserve-chardonnay.html
http://www.gralyn.com.au/crm/productdetails/100519-reserve-chardonnay.html
https://www.nicks.com.au/2013-voyager-estate-chardonnay
https://www.qantasepiqure.com.au/p/Wolf-Blass-White-Label-Adelaide-Hills-Chardonnay-2009/WBWHTECHA09_C
https://www.qantasepiqure.com.au/p/Wolf-Blass-White-Label-Adelaide-Hills-Chardonnay-2009/WBWHTECHA09_C
http://shop.debortoli.com.au/white-wines/yarra-valley-single-vineyard-section-a5-chardonnay-2015.html
http://shop.debortoli.com.au/white-wines/yarra-valley-single-vineyard-section-a5-chardonnay-2015.html
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2012 Tyrrell's Vat 47 Hunter Chardonnay  Still very fresh. A richly 
flavoured chardonnay that has both structure and texture. Given the 
track record of this style, it has years left in it.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Coldstream Hills Reserve Yarra Valley Chardonnay  This wine 
offers both freshness and complexity. It’s creamy, but quite backward, 
needing time.   ★★★★ 
 
2014 First Creek Winemaker’s Reserve Hunter Valley Chardonnay  
A rich, ripe, complex, textural style that is ready to enjoy.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Colmar Estate Block 1 Chardonnay  With aromas and flavours 
in the citrus-melon range, this is a restrained chardonnay with good 
acidity. It needs a little time to fill out.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 De Bortoli Estate Grown Yarra Valley Chardonnay  A fresh,  
ripe white peach style with texture and structure.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Robert Oatley Reserve Margaret River Chardonnay   Fresh and 
peachy, with a positive hint of almond meal.  The richness is backed up 
by good palate grip.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Juniper Estate Margaret River Chardonnay  Plenty of white 
peach with nutty complexity. A mouthfilling style showing some oak on 
the finish.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Oakridge Wines Local Vineyard Series Willowlake Vineyard 
Chardonnay  The intensity of flavour is impressive and the touch of 
nougat is attractive. However this wine appears to be evolving and isn’t 
quite “together” yet.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Smallwater Estate Chardonnay  A rich, ready-to-drink, 
nutty/white peach style of chardonnay from Geographe (WA). Most 
enjoyable.  ★★★★ 
 
2011 First Creek Winemaker's Reserve Chardonnay  Ripe peach, 
together with nuts, butter and vanilla. Seems to be at or near its peak.    
★★★★ 
 
2009 Bunnamagoo Mudgee Chardonnay  A rich style that still 
manages to offer restraint.  The palate is attractively creamy.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Tyrrell’s Belford Hunter Chardonnay  There’s plenty of white 
peach here, supported by barrel ferment complexity. It’s beginning to 
drink well.  ★★★★ 
 
2013 Dawson James Chardonnay  Showing some maturity and “struck 
match”. Complex and creamy but nearing its peak.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 St Huberts Yarra Valley Chardonnay  Ripe peach. Fresh but  
slightly forward.  Good rich fruit.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Lord Malmsbury Chardonnay  Fresh, nutty and creamy, with 
good weight and almond meal complexity.  ★★★☆  
 
2015 Stella Bella Margaret River Chardonnay  Funky and fresh. 
Good white peach varietal character.  ★★★☆  
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2015 Coppabella Crest Chardonnay  Fresh, rich, nutty. Good weight 
and structure.  ★★★☆  
 
2015 Mandoon Estate Reserve Margaret River Chardonnay  Peach, 
nuts, vanilla, butter. There’s plenty going on, but the integration isn’t 
seamless at this stage.  ★★★ 
 
2011 Dawson James Chardonnay  Peachy and mature. Quite honeyed, 
but supported by good acidity.  ★★★ 
 
2012 Philip Shaw No.11 Chardonnay  A bit too developed, but still 
holding up ok on palate.  ★★★ 
 
2015 Robert Oatley Finisterre Mudgee Chardonnay   Restraint, 
complexity, nice oak. Just a little lean, showing its acid.  ★★★ 
 
2015 Gralyn Estate Reserve Chardonnay  Fresh, but a little lean, with 
grapefruit overtones.  ★★★ 
 
2015 Dawson James Chardonnay  Has plenty of flavour and 
complexity but seems to be developing comparatively quickly.  ★★★ 
 
2013 Robert Oatley The Pennant Mudgee Chardonnay  A plain, 
peachy style showing some oak. Fresh enough.  ★★★ 
 
2014 Printhie Super Duper Chardonnay  There’s a lot happening here 
– a bit too much in fact. Big on flavour and artefact, but lacks finesse.   
★★★ 
 
2015 FlameTree SRS Wallcliffe Margaret River Chardonnay  Rich, 
funky and a bit oaky, with a gooseberry-like,  “green” overtone.  ★★★ 
 
2016 De Bortoli Sacred Hill Chardonnay  Simple fresh peachiness. 
Good value for a single figure price.  ★★★ 
 
2010 First Creek Winemaker's Reserve Chardonnay  Fully mature, 
with  honeycomb aromas. Fading but hanging on. Drink now.  ★★☆ 
 
2014 Peter Lehmann Hill & Valley Chardonnay  Quite forward. 
Seems to be developing quickly.  ★★☆  
 
2013 McGuigan Personal Reserve Blackberry Vineyard Hunter 
Valley Chardonnay  Slightly too advanced. Ok now.  ★★☆  
 
2015 Pepper Tree Orange Chardonnay  Slightly green, herbal and 
short on the finish.  ★★☆ 
 
2015 Mount Majura Vineyard Chardonnay  Too forward and funky.  
★★  
 
 
Out of 51 chardonnays assessed, 19 were deemed to be of gold medal 
standard and several others were knocking on the door. That 
demonstrates just how strong chardonnay is at the moment. 
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Other Dry White 

 Medallion Winner  2016 Artwine Wicked Stepmother 

Fiano  This is a powerful, fresh fiano with the faintest tropical fruit 
overtone like many from southern Italy. The grip and talc-like texture of 
the long, satisfying palate are strong quality features.  ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.artwine.com.au 
 

2015 Yalumba Eden Valley Viognier  Although the Virgilius takes 
viognier a step further, this wine always demonstrates that Yalumba is 
right up with the world leaders of this enigmatic variety. There’s apricot, 
ginger, intensity and texture. We challenge anybody to show us a better-
value viognier anywhere in the world. ($19.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.winestar.com.au/yalumba-eden-valley-viognier-2015 
 

2016 Tahbilk Marsanne  A fascinating release of one of Australia’s 
wine treasures. This vintage shows vibrant stone fruit with faintly 
tropical touches. It has texture – new territory for Tahbilk Marsannes. 
Exciting stuff. More lees contact perhaps? A little more alcohol? Just 
guessing.  ($17.95)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.tahbilk.com.au/buy-tahbilk-wine-online/white-wines-
online/tahbilk-white-wines/tahbilk-2016-marsanne.html 
 

2016 Juniper Small Batch Margaret River Fiano  Fresh, lemony, 
intense, creamy and very satisfying. Another fiano that excites with its 
flavour, balance and structure. (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
 

2016 Hanging Rock The Jim Jim Three (Riesling, pinot gris, 
gewürztraminer)  Vibrant, restrained stone fruit aromas with floral, 
perfumed overtones. The palate offers intensity, length and texture. A 
very successful blend. ($30.00)  ★★★★☆  
http://www.hangingrock.com.au/buy-wine/white-wine/the-jim-jim-
three-2016-148751329 
 

2016 Symphony Hill Gewürztraminer  Very clean, fresh and floral 
aromatically, suggesting rose petal.  The palate is out of the ordinary, 
delivering Alsace-like texture and grip. ($40.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://symphonyhill.com.au/shop/2015-gewurztraminer-3/ 
 

2015 Lillypilly Vermentino  Here’s a great example of not trying too 
hard with vermentino.  The delicate citrus-based aromas are matched 
with a gentle textural quality. Quite simply, it’s a very enjoyable drink at a 
most agreeable price. ($16.50)  ★★★★☆ 
http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/2015-vermentino/ 
 

2016 Saltram Winemakers Selection Fiano  Big, rich, tending tropical. 
It has power,  freshness,  texture  and grip. Well done.  ★★★★ 
 

2016 Yalumba Organic Viognier  This is an ever so slightly scaled-
down version of the Eden Valley Viognier. The flavour isn’t quite as 
intense, but all the boxes are ticked. Good drinking.  ★★★★  
 

2016 Higher Plane Margaret River Fiano  A delicious white wine with 
aromas and flavours tending to white nectarine. Like all good fianos, 
texture plays a positive role.  ★★★★ 
 

https://www.artwine.com.au/
http://www.winestar.com.au/yalumba-eden-valley-viognier-2015
http://www.tahbilk.com.au/buy-tahbilk-wine-online/white-wines-online/tahbilk-white-wines/tahbilk-2016-marsanne.html
http://www.tahbilk.com.au/buy-tahbilk-wine-online/white-wines-online/tahbilk-white-wines/tahbilk-2016-marsanne.html
http://www.hangingrock.com.au/buy-wine/white-wine/the-jim-jim-three-2016-148751329
http://www.hangingrock.com.au/buy-wine/white-wine/the-jim-jim-three-2016-148751329
https://symphonyhill.com.au/shop/2015-gewurztraminer-3/
http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/2015-vermentino/
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2015 Tahbilk Viognier  Comparatively restrained apricot aromas. The 
palate is impressively rich and textured.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Tahbilk Roussanne  Fresh and understated, with attractive pear 
and stone fruit characteristics. Very enjoyable drinking.  ★★★★  
 
2016 Alejandro Fiano  A very lively, well made wine.  There are hints of 
nectarine and the faintest whiff of pineapple. The palate is long and 
satisfying.  ★★★★  
 
2016 Colmar Estate Gewürztraminer  Nicely perfumed and restrained, 
with length and texture.  ★★★★  
 
2016 Cape Barren Wines Funky Goose Grüner Veltliner  A full-
flavoured tropical fruit/honeysuckle style with considerable impact.      
★★★★ 
 
2011 Tahbilk 1927 Vines Marsanne  Honeysuckle and stone fruit show 
out on both nose and palate. A wine that is richly flavoured and in its 
drinking window.  ★★★★  
 
2015 St Huberts Roussanne  Stone fruit, nutmeg and cinnamon feature 
here, as does a textural palate. A good varietal expression.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Symphony Hill Wines Fiano  Rich, intriguing and perfumed, 
showing stone fruit and tropical fruit characteristics. A very nicely 
structured wine.  ★★★★  
 
2013 Tahbilk Marsanne  The classic rich,  mature honeysuckle of 
marsanne shows clearly. This wine is probably at its peak.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Vinoque Oval Vineyard Pinot Blanc  Fresh and slightly floral. 
Plenty of flavour from an underrated variety.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Wild Oats Mudgee Pinot Grigio  A fresh, clean delicate varietal 
white that is just a little too sweet.  ★★★☆  
 
2016 Serafino Bellissimo Fiano  A substantial wine with slightly nutty 
overtones and a fairly firm structure.  ★★★☆   
 
2016 Chalk Hill Vermentino  Fresh, but a little light. Easy to drink.     
★★★ 
 
2015 Symphony Hill Barrel Fermented Gewürztraminer  Shows rose 
petal aromas, but it’s slightly forward, and a little too oaky.  ★★★ 
 
2016 The Little Wine Company Vermentino  Citrus aromas with a 
faint hint of tropical fruit. Pleasant drinking.   
 
2015 Symphony Hill Wines Moscato Giallo  Very much white 
muscat/frontignac, but the nose is sweaty. The palate delivers good 
weight of fruit.  ★★★  
 
2016 Artwine In the Groove Grüner Veltliner  Citrus and spice 
richness together with some advanced notes. Ok now.  ★★★  
 
2016 Josef Chromy Gewürztraminer  Intense, spicy rose water nose. 
Shows quite a bit of development.  ★★☆ 
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Sweet White 

 Medallion Winner                                                           

2015 Heggies Vineyard Botrytis Riesling  This is a stunning wine – an 
Australian expression of a German beerenauslese if you like. Lime 
marmalade and candied citrus peel feature in the stunningly fresh 
bouquet, and the palate, although very sweet, is linear and acid-fresh. 
Brilliant wine. Brilliant value. ($24.00/375 ml)  ★★★★★ 
http://www.wineboxwarehouse.com.au/White-Wine/Dessert-
Wines/Heggies-Eden-Valley-Botrytis-Riesling-2015-375ml 
 
2002 Lillypilly Family Reserve Noble Blend  Having already attained 
legend status, this wine continues to show well in all forums. The nose is 
very complex due both to botrytis and bottle age. There’s even a hint of 
barley sugar, but it’s the underlying freshness of flavour that is the most 
impressive factor. Although very sweet, the wine is in no way cloying. 
Bravo!  ($65.00/375 ml)  ★★★★★ 
http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/2002-museum-release-family-reserve-
noble-blend/ 
 
2013 Bunnamagoo Autumn Semillon   A very well made Mudgee wine 
in the style of Sauternes. It’s complex and long-flavoured, with 
suggestions of crème brulée.  Although sweet, it’s not cloying on the 
finish. ($25.00/375 ml)    ★★★★☆ 
http://www.bunnamagoowines.com.au/Order-
Online/.aspx?categoryID=1160 
 
2015 d'Arenberg The Noble Botryotinia Fuckeliana Semillon 
Sauvignon Blanc  Another very classy sweet white with Sauternes 
leanings, this time towards Barsac. It’s luscious, lemony, satisfying, and 
offers hints of candied citrus peel. ($20.00/375 ml)  ★★★★☆ 
http://shop.darenberg.com.au/index.php?option=com_platfform&view
=crm&layout=productdetails&productId=3413&Itemid=102 
 
2012 Lillypilly Noble Harvest Semillon Gewürztraminer  Citrus peel, 
honey and rose petal all show in a bouquet that has plenty of life. The 
palate is decidedly sweet, but finishes with cleansing acidity. A well made 
dessert wine that should age beautifully.  ($32.00/375 ml)      ★★★★☆ 
http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/2012-noble-harvest/ 
 
2014 Riversdale Estate Botrytis Riesling  A powerful riesling with 
lime marmalade complexity. The sweet, captivating palate is backed up 
by steely Tasmanian acidity. ($29.00/375 ml)  ★★★★☆ 
http://riversdaleestate.com.au/the-vineyard-en/riversdale-estate-cygnus-
riesling-en/ 

http://www.wineboxwarehouse.com.au/White-Wine/Dessert-Wines/Heggies-Eden-Valley-Botrytis-Riesling-2015-375ml
http://www.wineboxwarehouse.com.au/White-Wine/Dessert-Wines/Heggies-Eden-Valley-Botrytis-Riesling-2015-375ml
http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/2002-museum-release-family-reserve-noble-blend/
http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/2002-museum-release-family-reserve-noble-blend/
http://www.bunnamagoowines.com.au/Order-Online/.aspx?categoryID=1160
http://www.bunnamagoowines.com.au/Order-Online/.aspx?categoryID=1160
http://shop.darenberg.com.au/index.php?option=com_platfform&view=crm&layout=productdetails&productId=3413&Itemid=102
http://shop.darenberg.com.au/index.php?option=com_platfform&view=crm&layout=productdetails&productId=3413&Itemid=102
http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/2012-noble-harvest/
http://riversdaleestate.com.au/the-vineyard-en/riversdale-estate-cygnus-riesling-en/
http://riversdaleestate.com.au/the-vineyard-en/riversdale-estate-cygnus-riesling-en/
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2015 Lillypilly Noble Blend  Orange brulée overtones are on dispay in 
a complex, comparatively restrained bouquet.  The long, luscious palate 
confirms the impressions from the nose. Another brilliant Lillypilly 
sweet white. ($32.00/375 ml)  ★★★★☆ 
http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/2015-noble-blend/ 
 
2008 Lillypilly Noble Blend  There’s plenty of fresh honeyed citrus 
flavour, but the finish is slightly cloying.  ★★★★  
 
2011 De Bortoli Deen Vat 5 Series Botrytis Semillon  It shows quite a 
bit of development, but the nougat, oak and orange peel complexity 
provide a lot of interest to a rich, luscious wine.  ★★★★  
 
2008 De Bortoli Noble One Botrytis Semillon 750  Very deep colour. 
Plenty of sweetness and varietal flavour with nutty, citrus overtones. It’s 
still holding up well.  ★★★★ 
 
2013 De Bortoli Deen Vat 5 Series Botrytis Semillon  Smoky orange 
peel aromas signal plenty of botrytis. The palate is rich and sweet, but a 
little too firm. (Not yet released)  ★★★★ 
 
2009 De Bortoli DB Family Reserve Botrytis Semillon  Quite 
mature. Very complex and sweet. Still fresh enough. Oak shows through. 
★★★☆ 
 
2012 Petaluma Cane Cut Riesling  Rich,  mature and limey. The 
sweetness is balanced by good acidity.  ★★★☆  
 
2016 Josef Chromy Botrytis Riesling  Deep colour. Sweet and viscous, 
but quite developed.  ★★★ 
 
2013 Saddler's Creek Botrytis Supreme  The nose shows some 
honeyed citrus peel. It’s certainly sweet, but isn’t very complex.  ★★★  
 
2010 Conte Estate Sticky Gecko Noble Rot Gewürztraminer  Barley 
sugar nose. The palate is on the edge of cloying.  ★★★  
 
2015 Mount Majura Vineyard Noble Pinot Gris  Comparatively 
advanced and honeyed, but still fresh enough. Very sweet on the finish.  
★★★  
 
2014 De Bortoli Noble One Botrytis Semillon 500  Deep colour. 
Complex and slightly toasty, but sweetness rules the roost.  ★★★ 
 
2016 Shut The Gate Blossom 26GRS Riesling  Restrained lime. In 
that difficult category of being only slightly sweet.  ★★★ 
 
2006 Lark Hill Auslese Riesling  Mature and rich, but shows signs of 
drying out.  ★★★ 

 

The key features of sweet wines (apart from sweetness) are freshness and 

balance. The problem with many Australian sweet whites is a tendency to 

cloy. That’s fine for those of you with particularly sweet teeth, but some 

of these wines had the same effect on us as baklava. There can be too 

much of a good thing. 

http://store.lillypillywines.com.au/2015-noble-blend/
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ome will see the triumph of the Windowrie Family Reserve Pinot 

Noir (below) as a surprise, but they wouldn’t have considered this 

sequence of events. On 20 June, 2016 Lester wrote of the 

Windowrie,  “This could be the best pinot noir I’ve yet tasted from the 

Orange region.” 

Four months later, the 2015 Windowrie Estate Family Reserve Pinot 

Noir was awarded the trophy for best pinot noir at the Orange Regional 

Wine Show, followed a few days later by the gong for Champion Pinot 

Noir at the National Cool Climate Wine Show. In the latter it outdid the 

likes of Home Hill, Montalto and Pipers Brook. Quite an achievement 

for the Canowindra (NSW)-based wine producer. 

Pinot Noir 
 

 Medallion Winner  

2015 Windowrie Estate Family Reserve Pinot Noir  Red berry and 
dark cherry aromas drive the very appealing nose which shows just a 
touch of oak. The palate is supple and generous, but not too big. A 
delicious red that definitely shows “pinosity”. ($180.00 for 6 bottles)     
★★★★☆ 
http://www.windowrie.com.au/2015-windowrie-family-reserve-pinot-
noir-6pk/ 
 

2015 Coldstream Hills Deer Farm Vineyard Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  
Fresh and fragrant, offering subtle herbal complexity and very well 
handled oak. The palate is a silky, opulent delight, with the structure for 
cellaring. ($50.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_586860/coldstream-
hills-deer-farm-pinot-noir 
 

 Medallion Winner  2014 Hanging Rock Jim Jim Pinot 

Noir  Fresh rich cherry fruit features on both nose and palate of this 
Macedon Ranges wine. It’s already delivering both flavour and 
suppleness, making it a very enjoyable drink. ($50.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.hangingrock.com.au/buy-wine/red-wine/2014-jim-jim-
pinot-noir 
 

S 

http://www.windowrie.com.au/2015-windowrie-family-reserve-pinot-noir-6pk/
http://www.windowrie.com.au/2015-windowrie-family-reserve-pinot-noir-6pk/
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_586860/coldstream-hills-deer-farm-pinot-noir
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_586860/coldstream-hills-deer-farm-pinot-noir
http://www.hangingrock.com.au/buy-wine/red-wine/2014-jim-jim-pinot-noir
http://www.hangingrock.com.au/buy-wine/red-wine/2014-jim-jim-pinot-noir
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2015 Clyde Park Vineyard D Block Pinot Noir  The nose shows 
delicate red fruits plus a positive influence of stems. The fine, firm 
structure of the palate provides the ideal framework for the long, 
satisfying varietal flavour.  ($65.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-
list/liquor/red-wine/clyde-park-d-block-pinot-noir-2015-872794.html 
 
2015 Home Hill Kelly's Reserve Pinot Noir  The intense raspberry 
perfume leads to an impressive, rich palate which is balanced by firm, 
fine tannins. This wine has all the qualities required for further cellaring. 
($75.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.homehillwines.com.au/store#!/2015-Kelly%E2%80%99s-
Reserve-Pinot-Noir/p/69872175/category=12248323 
 
2015 Paringa Estate Robinson Single Vineyard Pinot Noir  The 
fresh, perfumed cherry nose is very enticing and the supple palate 
reflects perfectly ripe fruit. We expect this wine to age beautifully.   (Not 
yet available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2014 Home Hill Kelly's Reserve Pinot Noir  Very much in the dark 
cherry spectrum. The palate is absolutely flooded with flavour backed up 
by a touch of oak. An impressive pinot noir.  (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2015 Paringa Estate Pinot Noir  Very fresh, with aromas heading 
towards framboise. This wine has both power and structure. It will 
definitely benefit from time in the cellar. ($72.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.randalls.net.au/store/paringa-estate-pinot-noir-2015-p-
27075.html 
 
2014 Bream Creek Reserve Pinot Noir  Comparatively deep colour. 
This southern Tasmanian pinot is packed with rich summer pudding 
aroma and flavour. Not rushing its release is a wise move.  (Not 
available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2015 De Bortoli Estate Grown Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  A lively red 
fruits style with hints of forest floor. It over-delivers in depth and 
structure for the price.  ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://shop.debortoli.com.au/red-wines/yarra-valley-estate-grown-
pinot-noir-2015.html 
 
2014 Paringa Estate Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  Very fresh 
cherry/summer pudding aromas and flavours together with a pleasing 
suppleness.    ★★★★ 
 
2015 Santolin Willowlake Vineyard Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  Fresh 
red berries with a herbal influence. Good length. Fine tannins.   ★★★★ 
 
2014 PHI Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  A little forward, showing some 
stems aroma, but the palate delivers freshness and complexity.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Dawson James Pinot Noir  Showing some mature characteristics, 
but offers good weight of fruit with background complexity.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Clyde Park College F Pinot Noir  Perfumed cherry/raspberry 
nose with slightly spicy oak. An enjoyable mouthful.    ★★★★ 
 
 

http://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-list/liquor/red-wine/clyde-park-d-block-pinot-noir-2015-872794.html
http://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-list/liquor/red-wine/clyde-park-d-block-pinot-noir-2015-872794.html
http://www.homehillwines.com.au/store#!/2015-Kelly%E2%80%99s-Reserve-Pinot-Noir/p/69872175/category=12248323
http://www.homehillwines.com.au/store#!/2015-Kelly%E2%80%99s-Reserve-Pinot-Noir/p/69872175/category=12248323
http://www.randalls.net.au/store/paringa-estate-pinot-noir-2015-p-27075.html
http://www.randalls.net.au/store/paringa-estate-pinot-noir-2015-p-27075.html
http://shop.debortoli.com.au/red-wines/yarra-valley-estate-grown-pinot-noir-2015.html
http://shop.debortoli.com.au/red-wines/yarra-valley-estate-grown-pinot-noir-2015.html


 May 22, 2017 

21 
 

2015 Hanging Rock Jim Jim Pinot Noir  Fresh ripe strawberry/cherry 
aromas and flavours. Supple, with good fruit.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Cannibal Creek Pinot Noir  Vibrant perfumed red fruits. A fresh 
and flavoursome Gippsland pinot with fine, smooth tannins.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Barwon Ridge Pinot Noir  Vibrant cherry/raspberry aromas. A 
pleasant drink but a bit simple. Fairly firm finish.    ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Relbia Estate Pinot Noir (Josef Chromy)  Lively red berry 
characteristics. Fresh but straightforward.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Warramunda Estate Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  Showing some 
development. Dried herb overtones. Drinking ok now.   ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Lerida Estate Josephine Pinot Noir  A perfumed and complex 
Canberra District wine with a long palate with a fairly firm finish.          
★★★☆ 
 
2010 Freycinet Pinot Noir  It’s quite mature, with forest floor 
overtones, but this east coast Tasmanian pinot is still drinking well.       
★★★☆ 
 
2015 Lerida Estate Lake George Pinot Noir  Shows some strawberry 
aromatics and the palate offers adequate fruit within a fairly firm 
structure.  ★★★ 
 
2014 Bream Creek Pinot Noir  Quite a substantial pinot with a firm 
finish. There are layers of raspberry/strawberry flavour, but the palate 
needs time to soften.   ★★★ 
 
2015 Clyde Park Block B2 Pinot Noir  The colour shows some 
maturity and the nose is complex, but comparatively advanced. There’s 
no lack of flavour.  ★★★ 
 
2015 Sidewood 777 Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir  Light colour. Quite a 
lot of whole bunch/stem character – a little too much for the weight of 
fruit.  ★★★ 
 
2015 Shaw + Smith Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir  Bright but weak 
colour. Fragrant light nose. Fresh, but simply lacks intensity.  ★★☆ 
 
2015 Greenstone Estate Series Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  Has 
strawberry characteristics but is too advanced on both nose and palate.  
★★☆ 
 
Although there’s admirable quality to be found at the top end of the 
results, the pinot noir category has quite a long tail this year.  
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Cabernet Sauvignon 

 Medallion Winner                                                            

2014 Kimbolton Rifleman Langhorne Creek Cabernet Sauvignon  
Langhorne Creek is one of Australia’s best cabernet sauvignon regions, 
and this wine from Kimbolton demonstrates why. It’s a vibrant dry red 
with a fine, firm tannin structure and abundant cassis aroma and flavour. 
It will cellar well.  ($50.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://kimboltonwines.com.au/product/the-rifleman-cabernet-
sauvignon/ 
 
2015 Wolf Blass Gold Label Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon  
Here’s a cabernet that expresses its regionality very well. The fresh 
blackcurrant aromas carry hints of leaf and mint, and the palate is long, 
elegant and firm. Brilliant value.  ($120.00 for 6 bottles)  ★★★★☆ 
http://shop.wolfblass.com.au/GoldLabelCoonawarraCabSauv?_ga=1.22
5997978.1271481177.1493199949 
 

 Medallion Winner  2013 De Bortoli Melba Reserve Yarra 

Valley Cabernet Sauvignon  It’s two medallions in a row for this classy 
cabernet. The attractive blackcurrant aromas are enhanced by 
suggestions of cedar and tobacco, and the palate is long, firm and fine. 
It’s the complete package.  ($38.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.nicks.com.au/2013-de-bortoli-melba-reserve-cabernet-
sauvignon 
 

https://kimboltonwines.com.au/product/the-rifleman-cabernet-sauvignon/
https://kimboltonwines.com.au/product/the-rifleman-cabernet-sauvignon/
http://shop.wolfblass.com.au/GoldLabelCoonawarraCabSauv?_ga=1.225997978.1271481177.1493199949
http://shop.wolfblass.com.au/GoldLabelCoonawarraCabSauv?_ga=1.225997978.1271481177.1493199949
https://www.nicks.com.au/2013-de-bortoli-melba-reserve-cabernet-sauvignon
https://www.nicks.com.au/2013-de-bortoli-melba-reserve-cabernet-sauvignon
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2015 Smallwater Estate Rob's Block Cabernet Sauvignon  Our 
Small Vigneron Awards winner from Geographe (WA) backed up very 
well here. It’s a powerful cabernet, packed with cassis flavour which 
persists on a long finish. It has the structure for cellaring  (Not yet 
released)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2015 La Boheme The Missing Act Yarra Valley Cabernet and 
Friend (87% Cabernet sauvignon, 13% sangiovese)  What an 
impressive wine this is – especially for the price. It reflects its large 
cabernet component very clearly, and is long, fine and firm.  ($20.00)    
★★★★☆ 
http://shop.debortoli.com.au/red-wines/la-boheme-the-missing-act-
cabernet-2015.html 
 
2014 Watershed Awakening Margaret River Cabernet Sauvignon  A 
ripe, powerful cassis style with a firm, balanced palate.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Sittella Margaret River Cabernet Sauvignon  Blackcurrant and 
leaf are allied with positive oak. It has good fruit weight and savoury 
tannins.  ★★★★ 
 
2013 Stonefields Block 22 Wrattonbully Cabernet Sauvignon  A big, 
rich, fresh cabernet packed with blackcurrant goodness.  ★★★★ 
 
2013 Pepper Tree Block 21A Wrattonbully Cabernet Sauvignon  
Fresh and concentrated. Long and firm. Needs time.  ★★★★ 

 

2012 Glenlofty Pyrenees Cabernet Sauvignon  A rich, ripe cassis style 
with classic cabernet structure. It has years to go.  ★★★★ 
 
2012 Juniper Estate Margaret River Cabernet Sauvignon  An elegant 
mature cabernet with classic fine tannins.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Mandoon Estate Research Station Cabernet Sauvignon  
Attractive, fresh  blackcurrant and leaf. A little oaky.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Lindemans St George Cabernet Sauvignon  Varietal and 
regional, but quite taut and closed. It will benefit from several years in 
bottle.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Moppity Vineyards Lock & Key Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon  
A very fresh blackcurrant/leaf style with excellent fruit and tannins.      
★★★★ 
 
2014 After Hours Margaret River Cabernet Sauvignon  This cabernet 
offers complex varietal and tobacco leaf characteristics. The tannins are 
firm but fine.  ★★★★  
 
2014 Stella Bella Serie Luminosa Margaret River Cabernet 
Sauvignon  A complex red fruits/leaf cabernet which is firm and dry.   
★★★★ 
 
2013 Pepper Tree Elderslee Road Wrattonbully Cabernet 
Sauvignon  Blackcurrant  plus mint. A powerful cabernet which is fairly 
astringent right now.  ★★★★  
 
 

http://shop.debortoli.com.au/red-wines/la-boheme-the-missing-act-cabernet-2015.html
http://shop.debortoli.com.au/red-wines/la-boheme-the-missing-act-cabernet-2015.html
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2013 St Hugo Private Collection Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon  
Fresh, rich and ripe. A big mouthful of cabernet which shows some oak.  
★★★★  
 
2012 St Hugo Private Collection Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon  
Concentrated and varietal but a little too oaky.  ★★★★  
 
2014 Blass Noir Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon  A substantial 
cassis-scented cabernet which is fairly solid, but balanced.  ★★★★ 
 

2014 Juniper Estate Single Vineyard Margaret River Cabernet 
Sauvignon  Bright, varietal and backward. Has good fruit, but the oak 
sticks out a little. Needs time.  ★★★★ 
 
2013 Ringbolt Margaret River Cabernet Sauvignon  Shows clear-cut 
varietal and regional character.  It has good length of flavour, but is just a 
little firm and austere.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Shingleback Aficionado McLaren Vale Cabernet Sauvignon  
Rich and ripe, showing plenty of cassis. An impressive short-term 
cabernet sauvignon.  ★★★★  
 
2013 St Hugo Vitus Purum Cabernet Sauvignon  Rich, ripe, and 
showing some oak. It certainly doesn’t lack varietal flavour.  ★★★★ 
 
2013 Blue Pyrenees Estate Richardson Cabernet Sauvignon  Very 
much at the ripe end of blackcurrant.  A big, rich cabernet with its share 
of oak.  ★★★★ 
 
2013 Lindemans St George Cabernet Sauvignon  Blackcurrant with a 
touch of leaf and dried herbs. Long, fine, firm.  ★★★★ 
 
2012 St Hugo Vitus Purum Cabernet Sauvignon  A big dark berry,  
oaky cabernet with puckering tannins.  ★★★☆ 
 
2013 Annie's Lane The Locals Polish Hill Cabernet Sauvignon  
Ripe Ribena varietal characteristics. Richly flavoured.  ★★★☆  
 
2014 Sittella Margaret River Berns Reserve  Very ripe blackcurrant 
characteristics together with prominent oak.  ★★★☆  
 
2014 Malone Cabernet Sauvignon  A rich, ripe cassis style with mocha 
oak.  ★★★☆  
 
2015 Four Sisters Cabernet Sauvignon  Has vibrant primary varietal 
characteristics, but is just a little on the lean side.  ★★★☆  
 
2015 Bleasdale Mulberry Tree Langhorne Creek Cabernet 
Sauvignon  Shows initial blackcurrant richness, but fades slightly on the 
finish.  ★★★☆  
 
2014 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series Cabernet Sauvignon  The fresh red 
fruits aromas and flavours are appealing, but the palate needs more 
weight.  ★★★☆  
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2014 De Bortoli Estate Grown Yarra Valley Cabernet Sauvignon  
Fresh, varietal and accessible, but a little light.  ★★★☆  
 
2014 Risky Business Cabernet Sauvignon  Offers ripe varietal flavour, 
but the tannins are a little coarse and chewy.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Hay Shed Hill Cabernet Sauvignon  A big, flavour-packed 
cabernet that lacks finesse.  ★★★    
 
2015 Brothers At War I'm Always Right Eden Valley Cabernet  Rich 
and ripe, but quite oaky.  ★★★  
 
2015 Crabtree Watervale Cabernet Sauvignon  Ribena varietal 
character with a hint of celery leaf. Good fruit with oak showing 
through.  ★★★ 
 
2013 Wynns Harold Cabernet Sauvignon  Certainly shows varietal 
character but tapers off on the finish.  ★★★  
 
2013 Yalumba The Cigar Cabernet Sauvignon  Rich, ripe 
blackcurrant. Quite solid.  ★★★ 
 
2013 Bremerton Coulthard Cabernet  Shows fresh, ripe varietal 
character, but is fairly simple.  ★★★  
 
2014 Balgownie Estate Cabernet Sauvignon  Varietal but 
comparatively advanced.  ★★★  
 
2013 Yalumba The Menzies Cabernet Sauvignon  Offers 
blackcurrant varietal aroma and flavour with prominent herbal notes.    
★★★ 
 
2011 Glenlofty Cabernet Sauvignon  Ripe and slightly jammy, with a 
firm finish. Doesn’t lack flavour.  ★★★  
 
2015 Mad Bastard Cabernet  Quite ripe and comparatively forward, 
with chewy tannins.  ★★★  
 
2014 Queens Pinch Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon  Slightly light 
colour. Weak mid palate.  ★★☆  
 
2010 Shingleback D Block Reserve McLaren Vale Cabernet 
Sauvignon  Corked 
  

 

Cabernet sauvignon may not be as popular as it once was, but this group 

of wines is strong. The “classic” wines of Coonawarra and Margaret 

River were trumped by an upstart from Langhorne Creek, and the Yarra 

Valley, courtesy of De Bortoli, made its presence felt. 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

 

http://winewise.net.au/
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his time we present three categories – cabernet blends, other 

red blends and other red varieties. The latter pair are particularly 

strong and fascinating. Grenache comes into its own in the 

other red blends class, demonstrating once again that it often needs a 

little help from its friends. 

“Usually” is the operative word because Geographe (WA)-based 

Bakkheia triumphed in the other red varieties class with a 100% grenache 

and, by the way, backed it up with two other gold medal-rated wines, the 

Tripartite and The Groszman Graciano. 

Cabernet Blends 
 

 Medallion Winner   2015 Wynns Coonawarra Estate 

Cabernet Shiraz Merlot  The vibrant dark cherry and cassis aromas are 
attention-grabbers, and the palate is supple, fine, and cabernet-driven. 
Amazing value. ($17.00)   ★★★★☆ 
http://www.bayfields.com.au/wine/wynns-cabernet-shiraz-merlot-
750ml 

 
2013 Lindemans Pyrus Coonawarra  This is a powerful, richly 
flavoured red packed with dense dark berry flavour. The tannins are 
firm, but well balanced. One to cellar. ($40.00)  ★★★★☆  
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_560238/lindeman-s-
coonawarra-trio-pyrus-cabernet-blend-2013 

 
2015 Mandoon Estate Margaret River Cabernet Merlot  A really 
good Australian example of the “Bordeaux” blend. It’s very youthful, 
needing time, and the blackcurrant fruit is beautifully supported by an 
ideal tannin structure.  (Not yet released)  ★★★★☆ 

 
2013 Stonefields Arbitrage Wrattonbully Cabernet Merlot Shiraz  A 
substantial blackcurrant/blackberry style which is long-flavoured, intense 
and firm. (Not yet available)  ★★★★☆ 

 
2014 Mandoon Estate Margaret River Cabernet Merlot  Quite a 
mouthful of red – layers of cassis and leaf, with a hint of dark chocolate. 
A wine that’s impossible to ignore.  ($29.50)  ★★★★☆ 
https://shop.mandoonestate.com.au/reds/2014-cabernet-merlot 

 
2014 Windance Estate Margaret River Cabernet Merlot  An opulent 
red with strong cabernet sauvignon characteristics and very well 
managed tannins. (Not yet released)  ★★★★☆ 

 
2013 Jacob's Creek Johann Barossa Shiraz Cabernet  An impressive 
wine with abundant dark berry, dried herb and cedar characteristics. It 
needs time to soften.  (Not yet available)  ★★★★☆ 

 
2015 Sanguine Estate Heathcote Cabernets  Wall to wall flavour 
combined with firm tannins and a whiff of oak. A wine of distinction, 
with all the components required for successful cellaring.  ($24.95)        
★★★★☆ 
https://sanguinewines.com.au/shop/2015-cabernets/ 
 

T 

http://www.bayfields.com.au/wine/wynns-cabernet-shiraz-merlot-750ml
http://www.bayfields.com.au/wine/wynns-cabernet-shiraz-merlot-750ml
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_560238/lindeman-s-coonawarra-trio-pyrus-cabernet-blend-2013
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_560238/lindeman-s-coonawarra-trio-pyrus-cabernet-blend-2013
https://shop.mandoonestate.com.au/reds/2014-cabernet-merlot
https://sanguinewines.com.au/shop/2015-cabernets/
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2014 Sandalford Margaret River Range Cabernet Merlot  Classic 
Margaret River – cassis and leaf aromas and flavours, with a firm, fine 
structure. Good value. ($19.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_916636/sandalford-
cabernet-merlot 
 
2014 Tyrrell's Vat 8 Shiraz Cabernet  Fresh red and dark berry aromas 
complemented by a whiff of dried herb. It has the intensity and structure 
for cellaring.  (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2014 Annie's Lane Winemaker’s Blend (Cabernet sauvignon, 
cabernet franc, merlot, shiraz)  No shortage of ripe dark berry aromas, 
and the palate is packed with flavour.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Serafino BDX McLaren Vale Cabernet Sauvignon Cabernet 
Franc Carménère Merlot  Another one that really lays it on with all 
manner of autumn berry flavours. A wine of substance.   ★★★★ 
 
2014 Jim Barry PB Clare Valley Shiraz Cabernet Sauvignon   A rich 
red with a toasty oak influence. The palate is firm but balanced.   ★★★★ 
 
2014 Lindemans Pyrus Coonawarra  There’s no lack of power and 
depth here, but the oak is prominent.   ★★★★ 
 
2013 Metala Wines Langhorne Creek Shiraz Cabernet Sauvignon  
The generosity of Langhorne Creek flavour is evident in this very fresh 
red. Time will smooth out the tannins.  ★★★★ 
 
2012 Higher Plane Margaret River The Messenger  The aromas and 
flavours are in the red fruits spectrum. However, the oak tends to be a 
little too prominent.   ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Bleasdale Wellington Road Langhorne Creek Shiraz Cabernet 
Sauvignon  A big, plummy red that is fairly solid in structure.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Metala Wines Shiraz Cabernet Sauvignon  Dark fruits with 
slightly charry oak. There’s no lack of substance.  ★★★☆ 
 
2013 Ross Hill The Griffin  Shows a little development, but the red 
fruits flavours are attractive. The oak makes its presence felt.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Logan Cabernet Merlot  Weak colour. A comparatively light and 
advanced red.  ★★☆ 
 
2014 Heslop Wines Mudgee Shiraz Cabernet Merlot  A jammy style 
with firm tannins.  ★★☆ 

 

We applaud the effort that has been put into these cabernet blends. The 

average quality level is high, and several of these wines have been made 

with cellaring in mind. 

 

 

 

https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_916636/sandalford-cabernet-merlot
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_916636/sandalford-cabernet-merlot
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Other Red Blends 

        Medallion Winner  

 
2015 De Bortoli Villages Heathcote Shiraz Grenache  This is an 
impressive, complete wine that offers very satisfying drinking. The 
intense red fruits aromas and flavours are supported by complex notes 
of spices and earth. The long palate finishes with fine, savoury tannins. 
Great value. ($20.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://shop.debortoli.com.au/red-wines/villages-heathcote-shiraz-
grenache-2016.html 

 
2015 Shingleback Local Heroes Shiraz Grenache  Rich, ripe dark 
berries with a touch of spice.  An irresistible short-term dry red. ($25.00)  
★★★★☆ 
http://www.shingleback.com.au/products/shingleback/shingleback-
local-heroes- 

 
2015 St Hugo Barossa Grenache Shiraz Mataro  Delightfully  
perfumed grenache with spicy overtones. A delicious wine with fine,  
savoury tannins. (Not yet available)   ★★★★☆ 

 
2015 Bakkheia Tripartite (Grenache, shiraz, mourvèdre)  This fresh, 
eminently drinkable red is very much in the style of the southern Rhône. 
It’s spicy, complex, savoury and medium-bodied.  Another wine that 
offers exceptional value. ($18.00)    ★★★★☆ 
http://www.bakkheia.com.au/wines.html 
 
 
 

http://shop.debortoli.com.au/red-wines/villages-heathcote-shiraz-grenache-2016.html
http://shop.debortoli.com.au/red-wines/villages-heathcote-shiraz-grenache-2016.html
http://www.shingleback.com.au/products/shingleback/shingleback-local-heroes-
http://www.shingleback.com.au/products/shingleback/shingleback-local-heroes-
http://www.bakkheia.com.au/wines.html
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2015 Grampians Estate GST (Grenache, shiraz, tempranillo)  The 
vibrant violet and rose petal aromas are very engaging, and the palate is 
impressively long and fine.    ★★★★☆ 
http://grampiansestate.com.au/product/2014-grampians-gst/ 
 
2015 Temple Bruer Preservative Free Mataro Shiraz Grenache  A 
fresh, simple red fruits style that is long-flavoured and very easy to drink. 
Enjoy it in the short term.  ★★★★  
 
2015 Wolf Blass Red Label Shiraz Grenache  The nose offers intense 
raspberries, even Framboise liqueur, aromas, and the fresh, fruity “drink 
me” palate is a winner.  ★★★★  Available for $102.60 per dozen at 
https://justwines.com.au/wolf-blass-red-label-shiraz-grenache-south-
eastern-australia 
 
2014 Cherubino Apostrophe Possessive Red  The aromas and 
flavours bring to mind a rich compote of dark berries, and the palate is 
pleasantly supple.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Shingleback Afficionado Red Blend  Vibrant dark berry, spice 
and positive earthiness.  Good fruit. Savoury tannins.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Pepperjack Barossa Red Wine  Fresh and ripe, with hints of 
licorice and a fairly firm finish.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Risky Business Shiraz Tempranillo Grenache  Powerful dark 
berry and spice. A generously-flavoured red.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Mount Majura Vineyard TSG  The intense fruit carries with it 
some reduced sulphides character. It was a little too much for us to 
completely ignore.   ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Pokolbin Estate Phoenix Shiraz Tempranillo  Fresh, complex 
and spicy. Medium bodied and savoury, but slightly short.  ★★★☆  
 
2014 Silkman Reserve Hunter Valley Shiraz Pinot Noir  Light 
colour. Strawberry pinot aromas. Drinking well, but shows some acid on 
the finish.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Rusty Bike The Penny Farthing GSM  Fresh strawberry and 
mulberry aromas. Quite richly flavoured, with a firm finish.  ★★★☆  
 
2015 Bleasdale Wellington Road Langhorne Creek GSM  Very fresh 
red berry aromas. Comparatively simple.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Shingleback Red Knot Grenache Shiraz Mourvèdre  Vibrant 
red berry aromas. Adequate fruit weight.  Drinking now.  ★★★☆  
 
2015 McGuigan The Shortlist GSM  Slightly weak colour. Earthy and 
savoury, but a bit too developed.  ★★★ 
 
The big feature of this category is drinkability. We need to have wines on 
hand that appeal to a wide range of people, and you’ll find several high-
quality examples here. Not only that, they provide the bonus of handling 
a few years’ cellaring as well. 
 

 

http://grampiansestate.com.au/product/2014-grampians-gst/
https://justwines.com.au/wolf-blass-red-label-shiraz-grenache-south-eastern-australia
https://justwines.com.au/wolf-blass-red-label-shiraz-grenache-south-eastern-australia
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Other Red Varieties 

 
reak away from the norm. Familiarise yourself with some 
exceptional examples of “other” red varieties. Australian 
winemakers are crafting some real gems from grapes apart from 

cabernet sauvignon, pinot noir or shiraz. Do yourself a flavour and try 
some of these. You won’t regret it. 

 

 

 

 Medallion Winner  2015 Bakkheia The Wonderful Miss 

Gerry Grenache (Geographe, WA)  Grenache produces perfumed 
wine, but this one takes that to another level. It’s not rose water. It’s 
raspberries and cranberries, with a subliminal earthiness. Taste-wise, it is, 
thanks to the fine tannins, more savoury than sweet. Congratulations are 
in order. ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.bakkheia.com.au/ 
 

2014 Bleasdale Second Innings Langhorne Creek Malbec  Having 
won this category in 2016, the Second Innings very nearly did it again. 
It’s a delightfully fresh multi-berry style with perfectly balanced tannins, 
making it great drinking.  ($16.50)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.cloudwine.com.au/shop/red-wine/other-red-
varieties/bleasdale-second-innings-malbec-2014 
 

 Medallion Winner  2015 Chain of Ponds The Stopover 

Adelaide Hills Barbera  A very bright cherry/plum expression of 
barbera.. The fruit intensity aligns perfectly with the ripe tannins, and the 
acidity, often prominent in barbera, is both fresh and balanced. A 

beautifully crafted wine. ($210.00 for six bottles)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.chainofponds.com.au/wineall.php#!/The-Stopover-
Barbera-2015-6-pack/p/80779373 
 

2014 Bleasdale Double Take Langhorne Creek Malbec  This is a 
more profound expression of malbec than the Second Innings, 
delivering layers of fresh cherry and blueberry flavours. It’s firm and 
classy, needing a few years’ cellaring.  ($65.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.bleasdale.com.au/products/15727-double-take-malbec/ 
 

2014 De Bortoli Bella Riva King Valley Sangiovese  Perfumed and 
spicy, with impressive length of medium-bodied flavour and lingering 
savoury tannins. Extraordinary value for money. ($13.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.winestar.com.au/bella-riva-king-valley-sangiovese-2014 
 

 

 

B 

http://www.bakkheia.com.au/
http://www.cloudwine.com.au/shop/red-wine/other-red-varieties/bleasdale-second-innings-malbec-2014
http://www.cloudwine.com.au/shop/red-wine/other-red-varieties/bleasdale-second-innings-malbec-2014
http://www.chainofponds.com.au/wineall.php#!/The-Stopover-Barbera-2015-6-pack/p/80779373
http://www.chainofponds.com.au/wineall.php#!/The-Stopover-Barbera-2015-6-pack/p/80779373
http://www.bleasdale.com.au/products/15727-double-take-malbec/
http://www.winestar.com.au/bella-riva-king-valley-sangiovese-2014
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2015 Green Door Amphora Tempranillo (Geographe, WA)  There’s 
more than a little Iberian character in this fresh dark fruits style that 
shows hints of leather and licorice. Savoury tannins provide balance and 
add to the drinkability. ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://greendoorwines.com.au/wines/ 
 
2015 Juniper Small Batch Margaret River Tempranillo  A very 
attractive dark fruits/licorice style of red with a long, fine, savoury palate. 
($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.summerhillwineshop.com.au/wines/2015-juniper-crossing-
margaret-river-small-batch-tempranillo/ 
 
2015 Bakkheia The Groszman Graciano  A vibrant young red with a 
hint of  earthiness that is so typical of the variety. The palate is long, with 
a pleasantly dry “European” finish.  ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.bakkheia.com.au/ 
 
2015 Dogrock Degraves Road Pyrenees Grenache  The fresh, 
perfumed cherry/plum nose is impressive, and the flavours are backed 
up by fine, firm tannins. This wine, like the medallion-winner, is a 
serious challenger to the established order of grenache.  ($35.00)            
★★★★☆ 
https://www.wineboss.com.au/Order.aspx?ref=cge&wsrc=cge 
 
2015 Willunga 100 Clarendon Grenache  A fragrant raspberry style of 
grenache with excellent fruit weight and nicely balanced tannins. It’s 
drinking beautifully.  ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.willunga100.com/shop-1/2015-the-hundred-grenache-
clarendon 
 
2015 Tamburlaine Orange Reserve Malbec  Red fruits, dark cherry  
and spice. A very impressive medium-weight varietal expression. (No 
longer available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2015 Artwine Leave Your Hat On Montepulciano  Fresh, dense, ripe, 
and vibrantly plummy. The fine, savoury palate offers plenty of varietal 
flavour.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Vinoque Roundstone Vineyard Yarra Valley Gamay Noir  A 
very good Aussie interpretation of the grape of Beaujolais. The aroma 
and flavour bring to mind raspberry and there’s a faint dried herb edge. 
Very enjoyable drinking.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 St Hallett Wines Barossa Touriga Nacional  Very fresh ripe 
dark cherry aromas with a floral lift. A wine that is full of life but fairly 
firm and solid.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 St Hallett Barossa Mataro  Fresh strawberry/red fruits. Gentle 
handling has made this an appealing young drink.   ★★★★ 
 
2014 Woody Nook Limited Release Graciano  Complex dark berries 
with hints of earth. Firm but balanced.  ★★★★ 
 
2013 Kilikanoon The Attunga Mataro  Dark berries, black truffle and 
toast. Supple and savoury.  ★★★★ 
 

https://greendoorwines.com.au/wines/
http://www.summerhillwineshop.com.au/wines/2015-juniper-crossing-margaret-river-small-batch-tempranillo/
http://www.summerhillwineshop.com.au/wines/2015-juniper-crossing-margaret-river-small-batch-tempranillo/
http://www.bakkheia.com.au/
https://www.wineboss.com.au/Order.aspx?ref=cge&wsrc=cge
http://www.willunga100.com/shop-1/2015-the-hundred-grenache-clarendon
http://www.willunga100.com/shop-1/2015-the-hundred-grenache-clarendon
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2015 Moppity Vineyards Lock & Key Reserve Tempranillo  Fresh 
red fruits. Very youthful. Fine tannins round off an attractive package.   
★★★★ 
 
2015 Willunga 100 Tempranillo  A vibrant and spicy young red with 
very satisfying flavour and savoury tannins.  ★★★★  
 
2015 Myattsfield Durif  Rich and powerful, as we expect durif to be, 
but it’s not ponderous, jammy or over-extracted. Well done.    ★★★★  
 
2015 Smallwater Estate Zinfandel  Fresh, tending to raspberry jam 
aromatically. The palate is long and balanced.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Bakkheia United & Undaunted Mourvèdre  Dense dark fruits 
with a touch of oak. Good length and balance. Well managed tannins.   
★★★★ 
 
2015 Mount Majura Vineyard Tempranillo  Quite gamy on the nose. 
Good red berry/cherry fruit. Well balanced.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Four Winds Vineyard Sangiovese  Comparatively light colour. 
The fragrant rose petal nose of this Canberra District wine is very 
appealing and the palate is supple and fine.   ★★★★ 
 

2016 Serafino Bellissimo Montepulciano  The dark cherry nose is 
enhanced by complex herbal notes, and the fresh palate is supported by 
fine tannins.  ★★★★ 
 

2015 Atze's Corner The Mob Montepulciano  Fresh plum/cherry 
characteristics with a herbal hint. The palate has a pleasingly savoury feel.   
★★★★ 
 

2015 Hay Shed Hill White Label Margaret River Malbec  Vibrant 
blueberry/dark berry. The palate is fine and savoury.  ★★★★ 
 

2015 Serafino Bellissimo Sangiovese  The dark cherry/spice aromas 
are very fresh. There’s plenty of flavour depth and the tannins are 
prominent.  ★★★★ 
 

2015 Next Crop Wines Langhorne Creek Montepulciano  A very 
primary dark cherry style that is attractive, but just a little light. The 
tannins are fine and match the fruit well.  ★★★★ 
 

2015 Grove Estate Sommita Nebbiolo  A good expression of nebbiolo 
from Hilltops (NSW), with potpourri overtones and fine, persistent 
tannins. It’s just needs slightly more middle palate.  ★★★★ 
 

2014 Warburn Estate 1164 Montepulciano  A fresh, rich dark berry 
dry red with Christmas cake overtones and savoury tannins.   ★★★★ 
 

2015 Willunga 100 Blewitt Springs Grenache  Hint of confection – 
rose water. Good fruit. Balanced firm tannins.  ★★★★  
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2014 Bremerton Special Release Malbec  Concentrated dark berry 
with fairly firm tannins.  ★★★☆ 
 

2015 Faber Vineyard Ferguson Valley Malbec  Fresh, powerful dark 
berry with a slightly charry overtone.  ★★★☆ 
 

2015 Farmer and the Scientist Heathcote Tempranillo  Very fresh 
dark cherry/licorice. Slightly hollow on the mid palate. Shows acid on 
the finish.  ★★★☆ 
 

2014 Warburn Estate 1164 Lagrein  A substantial dark berry red with 
lingering tannins and a touch of oak.   ★★★☆ 
 

2015 Green Door El Toro Tempranillo  Dense dark berry aromas and 
flavours. Chewy tannins.  ★★★☆ 
 

2015 Woody Nook Killdog Creek Tempranillo  Fresh fragrant red 
fruits nose. Lingering tannins dominate.  ★★★☆  
 

2014 Bremerton Special Release Lagrein  A rich, ripe, dark berry red 
with layers of flavour and quite prominent oak. The finish is fairly firm.  
★★★☆ 
 

2015 Tellurian Heathcote Grenache  Rich  and earthy. Big, slightly 
jammy flavour.  ★★★☆ 
 

2015 Tellurian Heathcote Mourvèdre  Fresh red and dark berry. Just a 
little hollow on the mid palate.  ★★★☆ 
 

2014 Whistling Kite Biodynamic Montepulciano  This wine has good 
varietal flavour, but the oak is just a little too prominent.   ★★★☆ 
 

2015 Tellurian Heathcote Nero d'Avola  A bright, perfumed cherry-
scented red that is a bit too light.  ★★★ 
 

2014 Logan Weemala Tempranillo  Ripe with a leather/char overtone.  
Adequate fruit.  ★★★ 
 

2014 Heslop Wines Mudgee Touriga Nacional  Very ripe and dense. 
Stewed fruits overtone.  ★★☆ 
 

This is an exciting and high-quality category that offers genuine 

alternatives. 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

 
 

http://winewise.net.au/
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he shiraz category is both exciting and daunting. Having over 

eighty gold medal-winning Australian shiraz to taste sounds like 

one of the greatest jobs in the world of wine but, in reality, it 

becomes a difficult hair-splitting process. The task of ranking six 

meritorious wines in order of preference – over and over again – 

requires strong mental application, and the judges are taken on quite an 

emotional ride as one style is compared to another. 

Is this excellent cool-region wine better than this classy one from a warm 

area, or is this spicy example from an in-between climate better than 

both? So it goes for most of a day. 

Shiraz 
 

 Medallion Winner   

2015 Clonakilla Hilltops Shiraz  Violets, spices and cherries abound in 
the bouquet. Selling for less than a third of the price of the Clonakilla 
Shiraz Viognier, this wine is easily dismissed by label drinkers. However, 
just as much care and attention to detail goes into this exceptional 
medium-bodied shiraz. The whole bunch component (about 20.0%) 
contributes an intriguing herbal complexity, and the finely structured 
palate offers prodigious length of flavour. Surely it’s the best release 
under this label to date. ($28.00)  ★★★★★ 
http://www.clonakilla.com.au/wine/2015-hilltops-shiraz/ 

 

 Medallion Winner  2014 Jim Barry The Lodge Hill Shiraz  

We’re very impressed with this one. It’s something of a “new look” Clare 
shiraz in that it’s in the vibrant, spicy, dark cherry/red berry style. The 
palate features silky tannins, making it deliciously drinkable. Buy a case 
and enjoy the dozen over the next five years.  ($19.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/ 
 
 
 
 

T 

http://www.clonakilla.com.au/wine/2015-hilltops-shiraz/
http://www.jimscellars.com.au/
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2014 Moppity Vineyards Estate Shiraz  This is a classy medium-
bodied shiraz featuring lively red fruits and a multitude of spices. Two 
out of the top three for Hilltops, NSW. Now there’s a region clearly 
punching above its weight.  ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path
=59 
 

2015 Wynns Coonawarra Estate Shiraz  When we’re asked about red 
wines that consistently offer outstanding value for money, this label is 
often recommended. The 2015 is a spicy red fruits style of intensity, 
length and finesse. Classic regional character is very much a part of its 
personality.  ($17.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.bayfields.com.au/wine/wynns-shiraz-750ml 
 

 Medallion Winner         

 
2013 Dandelion Vineyards Red Queen of the Eden Valley Shiraz 
It’s absolutely typical of Eden Valley. The fresh red and dark berry 
aromas carry a hint of mint, and the palate is intense and long, reflecting 
perfect ripeness. A wine well worth cellaring. ($85.00)   ★★★★☆ 
http://www.eastendcellars.com.au/category-list/red-wine/dandelion-
red-queen-of-the-eden-valley-shiraz-2013.html 
 

2010 Saltram The Journal Barossa Shiraz  If you’re looking for 
something special to cellar long-term, this could be the wine for you. It 
wouldn’t be out of place tasted alongside Grange. The blackberry and 
dark cherry aromas show little sign of age, and a cedary/tobacco leaf 
complexity is beginning to emerge.  A great example of a classic 
Australian style. ($140.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://shop.saltramwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.sho
wList&productcategoryid=0a505317-96f6-cdd7-e001-
4010ad9f8cc4&maxrows=9 
 

2015 Clonakilla O'Riada Shiraz  Intense dark cherry, spice and  whole-
bunch aromas compete for attention. The palate is stunningly long and 
fine, but we found the whole-bunch impact a tad too obvious at this 
early stage. Nevertheless, this wine will age gloriously. ($36.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.clonakilla.com.au/wine/2015-oriada-shiraz/ 
 
 

http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path=59
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path=59
http://www.bayfields.com.au/wine/wynns-shiraz-750ml
http://www.eastendcellars.com.au/category-list/red-wine/dandelion-red-queen-of-the-eden-valley-shiraz-2013.html
http://www.eastendcellars.com.au/category-list/red-wine/dandelion-red-queen-of-the-eden-valley-shiraz-2013.html
http://shop.saltramwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showList&productcategoryid=0a505317-96f6-cdd7-e001-4010ad9f8cc4&maxrows=9
http://shop.saltramwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showList&productcategoryid=0a505317-96f6-cdd7-e001-4010ad9f8cc4&maxrows=9
http://shop.saltramwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showList&productcategoryid=0a505317-96f6-cdd7-e001-4010ad9f8cc4&maxrows=9
http://www.clonakilla.com.au/wine/2015-oriada-shiraz/
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2014 Seppelt St Peters Grampians Shiraz   A very complex expression 
of a long-standing Australian benchmark. The freshness of the dark 
cherry, spice, black pepper and rose petal aromas is delightful, as is the 
long palate framed by savoury tannins. ($60.00)   ★★★★☆ 

http://www.winestar.com.au/seppelt-st-peters-shiraz-2014 
 

2014 Shaw + Smith Adelaide Hills Shiraz   This is a very cool climate 
style – even for the Adelaide Hills - but it works. The perfumed, spicy 
red berry nose brings with it some whole-bunch character, and the palate 
is long and very fine. ($38.00)   ★★★★☆ 
http://www.winestar.com.au/shaw-smith-shiraz-2014 
 

2015 Serafino Sorrento McLaren Vale Shiraz  McLaren Vale is built 
on shiraz, and this modestly-priced gem shows the depth of the 
foundations. The nose hints at rose petals, cherries and spice, and the 
palate is fine and savoury. ($20.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://serafinowines.com.au/wine/shop/2015-serafino-sorrento-
shiraz/ 
 

2014 Moppity Vineyards Lock & Key Shiraz  Moppity Vineyards has 
a phenomenal medal strike-rate at shows, and it’s easy to see why. Red 
fruits are complemented by spice, and the tannins are beautifully 
balanced.  ($22.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path
=20 
 

2010 Saltram No.1 Barossa Shiraz  Impressive rich blackberry aromas 
merge with those of “sweet” oak. It’s a true Barossa style that has 
decades ahead of it. (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 

 

2014 Craiglee Shiraz    The cherry compote and black pepper aromas 
are very appealing, and the palate is long and fine. Another success for 
this highly-respected Sunbury producer. ($50.00)    ★★★★☆ 
www.craigleevineyard.com/ 
 
2014 Audrey Wilkinson The Lake Hunter Valley Shiraz  The red 
fruits aromas merge beautifully with a touch of whole-bunch character. 
This is a beautifully crafted Hunter red with great length of palate. 
($90.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://audreywilkinson.agnew.cru.io/product/the-lake-shiraz-awv-
2014/ 
 
2015 Dogrock Degraves Road Pyrenees Shiraz  The vibrant dark 
cherry/red berry/spice nose is a winner, and the palate revels in a certain 
opulence that is accentuated by very fine tannins. This wine is bursting 
with life. ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.wineboss.com.au/Order.aspx?ref=cge&wsrc=cge 
 

2014 Pokolbin Estate Reserve Shiraz  This stylish Hunter red shows 
floral and spice aromatics which are precursors to a long, fine, medium-
bodied palate. A classy shiraz. ($60.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.pokolbinestate.com.au/product/2014-reserve-shiraz/ 
 

http://www.winestar.com.au/seppelt-st-peters-shiraz-2014
http://www.winestar.com.au/shaw-smith-shiraz-2014
https://serafinowines.com.au/wine/shop/2015-serafino-sorrento-shiraz/
https://serafinowines.com.au/wine/shop/2015-serafino-sorrento-shiraz/
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path=20
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path=20
http://www.craigleevineyard.com/
http://audreywilkinson.agnew.cru.io/product/the-lake-shiraz-awv-2014/
http://audreywilkinson.agnew.cru.io/product/the-lake-shiraz-awv-2014/
https://www.wineboss.com.au/Order.aspx?ref=cge&wsrc=cge
https://www.pokolbinestate.com.au/product/2014-reserve-shiraz/
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2012 Sanguine Estate Heathcote Shiraz  A supple blackberry/spice 
style that is just getting into its stride. Yet another top-class wine from 
Sanguine Estate. (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
 

2015 St Hallett Dawkins Single Vineyard Eden Valley Shiraz  The 
fresh dark cherry aromas carry hints of dried leaf, spice and mint. Is 
there a touch of whole bunch character? The palate offers intensity, 
structure and balance.  ($50.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.sthallett.com.au/ 
 

2014 Artwine The Kelly Surrender Shiraz  Aromas of fresh mulberry.  
The palate is very satisfying, fine and long.  ($30.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.artwine.com.au/product/The-Kelly-Surrender-Shiraz-
2014?pageID=70C099CA-94FF-FC48-B4FA-
2132CAFA8EC7&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=10& 
 

2015 Moppity Vineyards Reserve Shiraz  This supple, rich red is 
packed with dark cherries and spice. The persistent palate finishes with a 
touch of oak.  ($80.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path
=60 
 

2015 Moppity Vineyards Estate Shiraz  Intense dark berry aromas and 
flavours show out in a stylish red that is satisfyingly long and firm. 
($35.00)     ★★★★☆  
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path
=59 
 

2015 Windowrie The Mill Shiraz   Cherry, spices and dried herbs 
feature in this delightful, bargain-basement medium-bodied shiraz. It’s 
hard to resist – especially at the price. ($17.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.summerhillwineshop.com.au/wines/2015-windowrie-the-
mill-shiraz-central-ranges/ 
 

2015 Harcourt Valley Vineyards Barbara's Shiraz   Fresh, perfumed, 
and plummy, with dried herb overtones. The impressive palate is long, 
fine and firm.  (No longer available)  ★★★★☆ 
 

2015 Four Sisters Shiraz  A vibrantly spicy dark cherry style with a 
medium-bodied palate. It’s an utterly delicious drink. ($13.95)  ★★★★☆ 
http://store.foursisters.com.au/Category/shiraz/four-sisters-2015-shiraz 
 

2015 Deep Woods Estate Block 7 Reserve Shiraz  The bright dark 
cherry aromas are enticing, and the plush fruit is matched with fine 
tannins.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Balgownie Estate Shiraz   Hints of dried herbs enhance the fresh 
blackberry aromatics, and there’s a hint of licorice as well. An attractive 
mouthfilling style.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Mount Majura Vineyard Shiraz  A stemmy touch adds 
complexity to the red fruits bouquet. The fine, firm, lengthy palate is 
typical of quality shiraz from the Canberra district.   ★★★★ 
 

https://www.sthallett.com.au/
https://www.artwine.com.au/product/The-Kelly-Surrender-Shiraz-2014?pageID=70C099CA-94FF-FC48-B4FA-2132CAFA8EC7&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=10&
https://www.artwine.com.au/product/The-Kelly-Surrender-Shiraz-2014?pageID=70C099CA-94FF-FC48-B4FA-2132CAFA8EC7&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=10&
https://www.artwine.com.au/product/The-Kelly-Surrender-Shiraz-2014?pageID=70C099CA-94FF-FC48-B4FA-2132CAFA8EC7&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=10&
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path=60
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path=60
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path=59
http://www.moppity.com.au/index.php?route=product/category&path=59
http://www.summerhillwineshop.com.au/wines/2015-windowrie-the-mill-shiraz-central-ranges/
http://www.summerhillwineshop.com.au/wines/2015-windowrie-the-mill-shiraz-central-ranges/
http://store.foursisters.com.au/Category/shiraz/four-sisters-2015-shiraz
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2014 Peter Lehmann VSV Valley View Road Shiraz  Rich, fresh 
blackberry characteristics, typical of the Barossa Valley, show out clearly 
in this well balanced red.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Wolf Blass Medlands Estate Platinum Label Shiraz  A 
powerful dark berry style that shows quite a bit of oak. It has the 
richness and structure for cellaring if you enjoy the oak.  ★★★★ 

 
2014 Silkman Reserve Hunter Valley Shiraz  This is an attractive 
medium-bodied style which shows red berry aromas and flavours 
enhanced by a faint hint of tilled earth. Fine tannins provide balance.     
★★★★ 
 
2014 Mandoon Estate Old Vine Shiraz  This Swan Valley shiraz is 
densely blackberry-like. Although substantial and firm, it has the balance 
for cellaring.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Wolf Blass Gold Label Barossa Shiraz  There’s a touch of choc-
mint here, which is typical of parts of the Barossa. The powerful fruit 
and ripe tannins make an excellent match.  ★★★★ 
 
2007 Audrey Wilkinson The Lake Hunter Valley Shiraz   Fresh red 
and dark berry. Looking good at ten years of age.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Pepperjack Barossa Shiraz   Rich, ripe, fresh and fleshy – here’s 
another well crafted, satisfying Barossa shiraz.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Brothers At War Fist Fight Barossa Shiraz   As the label 
suggests, this wine doesn’t take a backward step. It’s in the mulberry 
range of flavours and delivers plenty.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Four Winds Vineyard Shiraz   A rich dark cherry/red berry style 
that is relatively big in Canberra District terms. Balanced tannins match 
the generous flavour.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Bit O Heaven Think Outside The Circle Shiraz  An attractive 
cherry/spice Hilltops (NSW) red with fine tannins and excellent length 
of flavour.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Domaine Naturaliste Rachis Margaret River Shiraz  Shows a 
touch of whole-bunch complexity which complements the fresh red 
fruits features. A fresh, well made medium-bodied shiraz.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Majella Coonawarra Shiraz   A rich dark cherry/berry shiraz that 
is well rounded and shows some toasty oak.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Mountadam Eden Valley Shiraz   A fresh, spicy, supple red berry 
style that offers very enjoyable drinking.  ★★★★ 
 
2014 Capercaillie The Ghillie Hunter Valley Shiraz   The dark cherry 
aromas are attractive, as is the touch of spice. Fine tannins complete the 
picture.     ★★★★ 
 
2014 Austins and Co. Spencer Shiraz   Fresh red berry with a touch of 
whole-bunch complexity. The palate is long and fine.  ★★★★ 
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2015 Gundog Estate Shiraz   Very fresh cherry/spice aromas with 
excellent fruit and tannins.  ★★★★ 

 
2014 Blue Pyrenees Estate Section One Shiraz   A very fresh shiraz 
showing complex notes of mint, pepper and bay leaf. The palate is 
intense and long, finishing with a lick of oak.  ★★★★ 

 
2013 Wolf Blass Gold Label Adelaide Hills Syrah   Opulent 
blackberry with a hint of spice. The palate has substance and structure.  
★★★★ 
 
2014 Tyrrell's Special Release Hunter Valley Shiraz   A true-to-form 
medium-bodied Hunter shiraz with fine tannins. It’s just a little simple.  
★★★★ 
 
2015 Grove Estate The Cellar Block Shiraz Viognier  The quality 
Hilltops wines keep rolling in. This one is quite complex, with floral and 
herbal notes. The tannins are quite savoury.  ★★★★ 
 
2008 McGuigan Shortlist Barossa Valley Shiraz   Rich dark berry and 
licorice aromas are evident. The palate is fresh, firm and full of fruitiness.  
★★★★ 
 
2014 Tellurian Tranter Heathcote Shiraz   Plenty of dark cherry and 
spice show out in a fresh, well made shiraz.   ★★★★ 
 
2011 Shingleback D Block Reserve McLaren Vale Shiraz   
Concentrated ripe and fresh. Nice savoury tannins.  ★★★★ 

 
2015 Bleasdale Bremerview Langhorne Creek Shiraz   Spicy red 
fruits abound in a red that is fresh and rich.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Shingleback Vin Vale McLaren Vale Shiraz   A fleshy, 
satisfying, blackberry shiraz typical of the Vale.   ★★★★ 
 
2014 Ballinaclash Subtuum Shiraz   Yet another success from the 
Hilltops region. The ripe red fruits aromas and flavours are enhanced by 
hints of dried herbs. The well balanced palate is lifted by fresh acidity.   
★★★★ 
 
2008 Malone Wrattonbully Shiraz  Nicely mature. The palate has 
weight, length and freshness.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Thomas Wines Synergy Shiraz   Fresh and rich, showing a touch 
of blackcurrant. Firm but balanced.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Malone Wrattonbully Shiraz   A fresh blackberry/dark chocolate 
style that shows a lot of oak at the moment.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Robert Stein Black Label Shiraz   A slightly spicy red fruits style 
that shows varietal character, but is slightly light.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 After Hours Oliver Shiraz   The fresh dark cherry aromas are 
appealing. The palate needs just a little more middle.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Briar Ridge Single Vineyard Dairy Hill Shiraz   Quite ripe and 
substantial, lacking a little finesse. It will soften and improve with age.   
★★★☆ 
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2013 Wood Block Wines Single Vineyard Shiraz   On the edge of  
jammy. Big but fresh.  ★★★☆ 
 
2013 Saltram Mamre Brook Shiraz   Powerful ripe blackberry aromas 
and flavours. The tannins are slightly furry.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Serafino McLaren Vale Shiraz   Rich and ripe. Flavoursome, but 
fairly simple.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Pepper Tree The Gravels Wrattonbully Shiraz Viognier   Fresh 
ripe dark cherry with a hint of clove. Savoury tannins.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Naked Run BWC Barossa Valley Shiraz   Ripe and 
straightforward, with a touch of charry oak.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 St Hallett Scholz Single Vineyard Barossa Valley Shiraz   
Verging on stewed fruit character. Plenty of flavour.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Harcourt Valley Vineyards Mount Camel Range Shiraz 
There’s plenty of flavour here, but it gets close to jamminess. Still, the 
finish is fresh and the tannins are balanced.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Brygon Reserve Wines The Bruce Shiraz   Fresh and ripe, but a 
bit oaky.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Balgownie Estate Centre Block Shiraz   Ripe and oaky. Fairly 
solid.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Moppity Vineyards Escallier Shiraz   Ripe dark berry. Shows its 
oak. Firm finish.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Vinteloper Wines VNTLPR SH/15 Shiraz   Rich ripe dark berry. 
Fairly solid.  ★★★☆ 
 
2013 Kimbolton Rifleman Langhorne Creek Shiraz   Fresh berry 
with toasty oak. Adequate fruit weight.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Peter Lehmann Hill & Valley Shiraz   Dark berry. Hint of mint. 
Reasonable fruit intensity.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Robert Oatley Finisterre Great Southern Syrah   Ripe red berry. 
Faintly minty. Slightly lean finish.  ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Brash Vineyard Margaret River Shiraz   Fresh and ripe. Slightly 
raw oak.   ★★★ 
 
2015 De Bortoli Woodfired Heathcote Shiraz   Rich dark berry. A 
substantial, firm red.  ★★★ 
 
2014 Domaine Naturaliste Margaret River Syrah   Ripe red berry 
with a hint of dried herbs. It’s just a little too forward.  ★★★ 
 
2012 Taylors St Andrews Shiraz   Mature colour and nose with just 
enough freshness. It doesn’t lack flavour.  ★★★ 
 
2014 Bleasdale Bremerview Langhorne Creek Shiraz   Slightly 
advanced but still offers decent varietal flavour. ★★★ 
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2015 Bellarine Estate Two Wives Shiraz   Shows adequate red fruits 
flavour with spicy overtones. The cool-region acidity kicks in on the 
finish.  ★★☆  
 
2014 McGuigan Personal Reserve Bainton Vineyard Hunter Valley 
Shiraz  Slightly pruny fruit with a very dry finish.  ★★☆ 
 
2015 Katnook Founder's Block Coonawarra Shiraz   Comparatively 
advanced. Chewy tannins.  ★★☆ 
 
 
What a brilliant group of wines! Eighty-one were tasted and 53 rated at 
silver medal level or better. Deciding on an order of preference was a 
nightmare and, to be bluntly honest, it was impossible. 
 
How did we decide on the top wine when so many excelled? In the end 
it was based on excitement level. Drinkability also came into it, but all 
the ★★★★★  and  ★★★★☆ wines offer at least five years’ cellaring 
potential. 
 
Once again we find that shiraz is the red grape variety that Australia does 
best.  
 
 

 

 

WINEWISE RATING SCALE 

★★★★★ Outstanding  97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96     Gold/silver 

★★★★    Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆    Recommended  87-89  Bronze 

★★★      Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆      Agreeable  82-84 

★★        Acceptable  80-82 

★☆        Acceptable  77-79 

★          Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆          Unacceptable  71-73 

No stars       Undrinkable  <71 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

http://winewise.net.au/

