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PINOT NOIR 

inot noirs usually provoke plenty of discussion. Enough fruit 

weight? Too much oak? Over-done stems input? Too “pretty”? 

Pinot varietal or plain dry red? And so on, and so on. This 

collection covered a lot of territory and raised all of the above questions 

– and more. Here’s how they showed. 

 
2016 Oakridge 864 Block 1 Hazeldene Vineyard Pinot Noir There 

are layers of raspberry and strawberry flavours here in a wine that 

strongly delivers in terms of length, mouthfeel and structure. Add to 

those attributes a pure varietal fragrance, and you have a winning pinot 

noir. Cellar 3-5 years. ($78.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/store/ 

2015 Mayer Close Planted Yarra Valley Pinot Noir A gorgeously-

scented pinot bordering on the ethereal. Stems-derived aromas add to 

the complexity, and the palate is supremely fine and silky. A truly elegant 

wine. ($59.95)  ★★★★☆ 

http://canterburywines.net/Categories/PinotNoir.htm 

2016 Tapanappa Foggy Hill Vineyard Pinot Noir  (Cork) The 

beguilingly perfumed nose, suggestive of dark cherry and dried herbs, is 

captivating, and shows a whiff of oak. This supple, intense wine is a 

pleasure to drink, although the fine tannins provide the framework for 

cellaring. ($55.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://tapanappa.com.au/foggy-hill-vineyard/foggy-hill-vineyard-2016-

pinot-noir 
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2015 Warramunda Yarra Valley Pinot Noir (Composite cork) This is a 

perfumed, spicy wine offering aromas of dark cherries influenced by a 

hint of stems. Flavour flows long on a palate of excellent structure. It 

will benefit from time in bottle.  ($45.00)  ★★★★ 

2015 Grosset Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir  Attractively aromatic, with an 

appealing forest floor overtone. It’s a delicate, but not too delicate, pinot 

noir of excellent persistence and balance.  ($70.00)  ★★★★ 

2016 Catlin Maple Ridge Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir An attractive 

dark cherry style with some whole-bunch complexity. The flavour 

intensity is matched by appropriately firm tannins. Give this one a little 

time.  ($45.00)  ★★★★ 

2015 Chatto Pinot Noir  This is a very fresh smoky, stemmy Huon 

Valley pinot noir that is certainly complex, but just a touch short on fruit 

intensity, allowing the acidity to poke through on the finish.  ($49.50)    

★★★★ 

2015 Bay Of Fires Pinot Noir  A perfumed dark cherry Tasmanian 

pinot with its share of oak. The palate offers both structure and richness.  

($40.00)  ★★★★ 

2014 Quartz Reef  Central Otago Pinot Noir  Big, ripe and slightly 

tarry, moving into the red plum flavour range from dark cherry. The 

tannins match the substantial, unsubtle flavour. ($43.00)  ★★★☆ 

2015 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series Pinot Noir  The nose offers light red 

fruits aromas with herbal notes, and although the structure is suitably 

fine and firm, the flavour lacks intensity. ($45.00)  ★★★ 

2016 Stoneleigh Marlborough Pinot Noir  Attractive cherry aromas 

with a complex gamy, grilled meat overtones. The palate offers adequate 

fruit weight backed up by slightly furry tannins. ($15.00)  ★★★ 

2015 Stoneleigh Latitude Marlborough Pinot Noir  Fresh and 

aromatic but lacking in substance.  ($22.00)  ★★☆ 

 

It’s obvious that astute site and clonal selection, vine age and the 

accumulation of viticultural and winemaking knowledge have all had very 

positive impacts on the quality of Australian and New Zealand pinot 

noir. 

The majority of wines in this tasting achieve the big three – varietal 

character, intensity and balance. Throw in the subtleties imparted by site, 

and pinot noir is providing increasing excitement for Australian wine 

enthusiasts. 
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