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Delighting in Diversity 

e feel sorry for those who live in the past. The Australian 

wine scene is dynamic, and, over the last couple of decades 

there have been no boundaries for grape-growers and 

winemakers. Anything goes. While Europe still remains an inspiration in 

most cases, there’s a real “Australian-ness” about these wines, and that’s 

what makes them so exciting. 

NV Swift Cuvée Brut  The fresh bready, toasty nose of this sparkling 

wine from Orange, N.S.W. immediately grabs the taster’s attention, as 

does the power and finesse of the palate. Lively acidity and a creamy 

mousse complete the stylish package. ($40.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.swiftsparkling.com.au/products/swift-nv-cuvee 

 
 

2017 Kerrigan + Berry Mount Barker Great Southern Riesling  The 

pure, delicate lime blossom aromas are stunning, and the palate is long, 

precise and acid-fresh. Possibly the best-ever in a succession of 

exceptional wines under this label.  (About to be released for about 

$30.00)  ★★★★★ 

https://hayshedhill.com.au/collections/our-range/products/kerrigan-

berry-riesling-2017 

2015 Yangarra Roux Beauté McLaren Vale Roussanne  It may 

reflect a “hipster” approach, but what an enjoyable wine this is. 

Fermented in ceramic eggs with 60% of the blend undergoing 160 days’ 

skin contact, it’s a textural gem with opulent stone fruit flavour.  ($72.00)  

★★★★☆ 

https://www.yangarra.com/wines/detail/2015-roux-beaute-roussanne-

limited-3-bottles-per-person/ 
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2016 Warramunda Yarra Valley Marsanne  The classic honeysuckle 

and stone fruit characteristics are on display here, and the palate offers 

excellent flavour weight. It’s all enhanced by a fine, talc-like texture with 

good acid support. ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://warramundaestate.com.au/product/warramunda-estate-marsanne/ 

2016 Terre à Terre Rosé  Many rosés are blatantly commercial – 

luminescent purple, sweet etc etc. This one is a rosé for wine enthusiasts. 

It’s very pale pink, showing delicate strawberry aromas with a hint of lees 

complexity. It’s far from simple and primary, finishing bone-dry with 

acid freshness and a slightly savoury feel.  ($32.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://terreaterre.com.au/product/2016-terre-terre-rose/ 

2015 John Duval Wines Annexus  Opulence itself. This is grenache 

playing in the A team. Rose petal and licorice aromas introduce a lengthy 

palate with super-fine tannins. There’s plenty of wow factor now, but 

who knows what a few more years in bottle may produce?  ($65.00)       

★★★★☆  

http://au.unitedcellars.com/john-duval-annexus-grenache-2015 

2015 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series Cabernet Franc  This wine may be 

Australia’s best cabernet franc. While that’s not like declaring Australia’s 

best cabernet sauvignon, it does make a strong statement about varietal 

character and quality. Cabernet franc is about ripe raspberries. Add some 

blackcurrant, leaf, fine tannins and oak, and the picture nears 

completion. ($45.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.rosshillwines.com.au/product/pinnacle-series-cabernet-franc-

2014/ 

2015 Chapel Hill Gorge Block McLaren Vale Cabernet Sauvignon  

A very impressive, full flavoured cabernet, with fresh blackcurrant 

aromas and hints of leaf. Dark chocolate notes and seasoned oak 

contribute more complexity. Cellar with confidence.  ($65.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.chapelhillwine.com.au/products/15665-gorge-block-

cabernet-sauvignon/ 

2016 Tar & Roses Heathcote Tempranillo  If you’re looking for 

Australia’s yardstick tempranillo, include this one in your search. The 

fresh dark berry and licorice flavours are supported by fine, savoury 

tannins and carry through on a lingering finish.  ($24.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.tarandroses.com.au/winebrand/tar--roses/2016-tar-roses-

heathcote-tempranillo-6pk-trrtmp16 

2015 Oliver’s Taranga Corrina’s McLaren Vale Shiraz Cabernet  A 

convivial meeting of two great red wine grape varieties. There’s a strong 

blackberry underlay, but the nose is marked by fresh cassis notes. A 

richly flavoured McLaren Vale gem.  ($32.00)  ★★★★☆ 

http://www.oliverstaranga.com/wine/corrinas-shiraz-cabernet-blend/ 

Try any of these unsung Aussie heroes and you won’t be disappointed. 

Lester Jesberg 
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