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OAKRIDGE NEW RELEASES

hen David Bicknell assumed control of winemaking at

Oakridge Estate fifteen years ago, I'm sure he didn’t fully

realise what he had taken on. I remember talking to David
shortly after that, and his comments about what he had inherited were,
to say the least, colourful. But he was not deterred. Since then he’s led
the development of a very successful, quality-focused winery business,
dealing with everything from financial pressures to bushfires. Oakridge
now ranks among Australia’s finest wine producers, and it was with
considerable pleasure that I tasted my way through this major annual
release.

All of the wines come from vineyards in the cool Upper Yarra sub-

region near locations such as Gladysdale, Wandin East and Woori
Yallock.

Pinot Noir

2016 Oakridge Local Vineyard Series Hazeldene Pinot Noir The
pure varietal aroma reflects dark cherries, and the palate offers
impressive persistence and depth of flavour backed up by fine, firm
tannins. ($38.00) Jk Kk Kk

2016 Oakridge Local Vineyard Series Henk’s Vineyard Pinot Noir
Fragrant red berries and dried herbs show on the nose which leads to a

palate offering decent fruit weight and fine, savoury tannins. ($38.00)
Yk ok ke

2016 Oakridge Local Vineyard Series Willowlake Pinot Noir The
fragrant, ripe dark cherry aromas have a lot of appeal, and are given an
extra dimension by a sprinkle of dried herbs. The palate is satisfying and
silky, with fine, well balanced tannins. ($38.00) %k

Chardonnay

2016 Oakridge Local Vineyard Series Barkala Ridge Chardonnay
White peach and nougat feature in a very engaging bouquet, and the
palate is creamy and long, with a pleasantly drying grip. Very impressive.
($38.00) H Ak #

2016 Oakridge Local Vineyard Series Hazeldene Chardonnay The
white peach/nectatine of cool-grown chardonnay again features here,
enhanced by a faint funkiness. The palate is tight and backward, showing
good concentration and acidity. ($38.00) s s %

2016 Oakridge Local Vineyard Series Willowlake Chardonnay
Comparatively restrained, with subtle toasted nuts characteristics. The
palate is long and fine, based on a distinct acid spine. ($38.00) % % %k #
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The Local Vineyard Series (LVS) chardonnays are fruit-driven wines that
are allowed to express their origins, with minimal winemaker input.
Barrel ferment and lees-derived characteristics contribute subtle

complex notes and texture, but new oak is very much a background
player.
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2015 Oakridge 864 Drive Block Funder & Diamond Chardonnay
The LVS chardonnays offer excellent value, but for the super-premium
experience you’ll have to spend about twice the money. That will be
dollars well spent. The 2015 864 is an exceptional chardonnay. Toasted
cashew and hazelnut aromas intermingle with those of white stone fruit,
and the palate is very long and textural, with a firmness that contributes a
perfect structural framework. It’s a superb drink now, but will cellar for
five years at least. ($78.00) k4 %%k

These are Yarra Valley wines — not burgundies — but, given the prices, I
can’t resist making some general comparisons. The pinot noirs can be
likened to Cote de Beaune premier crus. Prices for the latter are often 3-
5 times those of the Oakridge wines. The chardonnays are even better.
The LVS wines wouldn’t be out of place in a tasting of Chassagne-
Montrachet premier crus, and the 864 is a level above that.

https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/
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