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SMALL VIGNERON AWARDS 

RED BLENDS 

he red blends categories usually provide wines of excellent 

value, and so it proved this time. Our top wine, the 2016 

Windance Cabernet Merlot, went on to score a gold medal at 

the Margaret River Wine Show, and, at $24.00, is a true bargain. 

However, all wines scoring ★★★★ and  above are certainly worthy of 

your attention. 

 

           2016 Windance Estate Margaret 
River Cabernet Merlot  A lively, intense blackcurrant style with a nicely 
judged touch of oak. The fine tannins persist on an impressively long 
palate. Cellar 5-10 years.  ($24.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.windance.com.au/products/2012-cabernet-
merlot?variant=10887733057 

 

     2016 Mandoon Estate Swan Valley 
Surveyors Red  A very well balanced young wine that is packed with 
“juicy” red berry flavour. There’s a hint of spiciness that contributes 
complexity to this deliciously drinkable red.  ($24.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://shop.mandoonestate.com.au/reds/2016-surveyors-red 
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2015 Harcourt Valley Heathcote Grenache Shiraz  The floral notes 
of grenache show out on the nose, and the shiraz adds some “stuffing” 
to the succulent palate. A very enjoyable drink. ($28.00)   ★★★★☆ 
http://www.harcourtvalley.com.au/ 

 
2015 Summerfield Tradition  (57% shiraz, 34% merlot and 9% 
cabernet sauvignon) Vivid purple-red colour. This is a brooding, but 
balanced, wine showing blackberry, plum, spice and bay leaf 
characteristics. The long palate is supported by ripe tannins. ($25.20)     
★★★★☆ 
https://summerfieldwines.com.au/wines/tradition-2015 

 
2015 Kings Of Kangaroo Ground Heathcote Shiraz Cabernet  The 
shiraz and cabernet merge well, as the nose shows dark berry, mint, spice 
and leaf. The palate is bright and “crunchy”, but comparatively tight in 
terms of tannin. A classy wine that needs time. ($25.00)   ★★★★☆ 
http://kkg.com.au/shop/ 

 
2016 Stanton & Killeen Rutherglen The Prince Reserva  This 
fascinating red is named after the late Chris Killeen. It’s fragrant, ripe, 
long and supple, reflecting the Iberian varieties from which it’s made. 
Does it provide us with a glimpse into the future of Australian dry red 
wine?  ($45.00)    ★★★★ 
http://www.stantonandkilleenwines.com.au/wines/2016-the-prince-
reserva 
 
2015 Willunga 100 McLaren Vale Cabernet Shiraz   A dense red with 
aromas and flavours of cassis and Christmas cake. Quite a mouthful.  
($25.00)   ★★★★ 
http://www.willunga100.com 
 
2015 Mandoon Estate Margaret River Cabernet Merlot   A fresh, 
powerful blackcurrant-leaf blend with length and structure. ($29.50)      
★★★★ 
https://shop.mandoonestate.com.au/reds/2015-cabernet-merlot 
 
2016 Bakkheia Tripartite Geographe GSM  Vibrant, perfumed and 
elegant. A very enjoyable expression of the southern Rhône blend. 
($25.00)    ★★★★ 
http://www.bakkheia.com.au/ 
 
2016 Hugo McLaren Vale Shiraz Cabernet Sauvignon  Shows 
attractively spicy dark fruits on both nose and palate. The palate is firm 
but balanced.  (No longer available)   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Hahndorf Hill Adelaide Hills Compatriots   ★★★☆ 
2015 Allinda Yarra Valley Cabernets   ★★★   
2013 Higher Plane Margaret River The Messenger   ★★★   
2016 Sittella Tinta Rouge (Shiraz Grenache, Tempranillo)   ★★★   
2015 Risky Business Margaret R Shiraz Grenache Tempranillo   ★★★ 
2014 Brangayne Of Orange Tristan   ★★★ 
2015 Shaw Vineyard Cabernet Shiraz   ★★★ 
2014 Gilligan McLaren Vale Shiraz Mourvèdre Marsanne   ★★★   
2016 Ulupna Viviana Ferrari Collection Promenade Grenache Sh   ★★★ 
2016 Vinrock McLaren Vale GSM   ★★★ 
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2015 Tarrahill Yarra Valley Le Batard   ★★★   
2016 Stanton & Killeen Rutherglen Shiraz Durif   ★★★ 
2015 Tintilla Tarantella Sangiovese Blend   ★★★ 
2014 Rosily Vineyards The Cartographer   ★★☆ 
2015 Sons Of Eden Kennedy Barossa Valley   ★★☆ 
2016 Vinrock Bayliss Road McLaren Vale GSM   ★★☆ 
2016 Naked Run Hill 5 Shiraz Cabernet   ★★   
2015 Graham Stevens Wines Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot   ★★ 
2015 Seabrook Wines The Broker Barossa Cab Sauvignon Shiraz   ★★ 
2015 Higher Plane Margaret River Cabernet Merlot   ★★ 
2016 Edilillie Clare Valley Cabernet Shiraz   ★★ 
2014 Allinda Yarra Valley Cabernets   ★★   
2015 Hugo McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz   ★★   
2016 Cape Barren Wines Native Goose McLaren Vale GSM   ★★ 
2014 Topper's Mountain Bricolage Rouge   ★★   
2016 Artwine Hola Clare Valley Tempranillo Blend   ★★ 
2016 Mount Majura Vineyard TSG   ★★   
2016 Ulupna Cellar Reserve Shiraz Cabernet    ★★ 
2015 Artwine Clare Valley Feral Farmer   ★★ 
2015 Zerella Packing Shed McLaren Vale   ★★   
2016 Grove Estate The Italian Nebbiolo Sangiovese Barbera   ★★   
2015 Gomersal Wines Barossa Premium Grenache Shiraz Mataro      ★★ 
2016 MoFro Wines Shiraz Cabernet   ★☆   
2012 Delatite Donald's Block Cabernet Merlot   ★☆   
2015 Sieber Wines Barossa Valley Shiraz Mataro   ★☆   
2016 Tenafeate Creek One Tree Hill Adelaide Hills GSM   ★☆ 
2014 Paulmara Estates The Melee   ★☆   
2016 Rusty Mutt Rocky Ox McLaren Vale GSM   ★☆   
2015 Stockman's Ridge Rider Merlot Cabernet Franc   ★☆   
2012 Gerogery East Homestead Red Merlot Cabernet Blend   ★ 
2014 Juniper Crossing Margaret River Aquitaine Rouge   ★ 
2015 Sieber Wines Barossa Valley Shiraz Grenache   ★   
2016 Sussex Squire The Partnership Clare Valley Shiraz Mataro  ★ 
2012 Paulmara Estates The Marriage   ★ 
2015 Burk Salter Merlot Cabernet   ★   
2015 Sieber Wines Barossa Valley GSM   ★ 
2016 Naked Run The Aldo Barossa Valley Shiraz Grenache   ★ 
2015 Gerogery East Cabernet Merlot  ☆ 
2013 Allinda Yarra Valley Cabernets   ☆   
2013 Glandore Estate Ward Shiraz Cabernet   ☆   
2015 Seldom Inn McLaren Vale Grenache Mourvèdre   ☆ 
2014 Marjico Barossa Valley Cabernet Franc Merlot   ☆   
2013 Redman Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot  

 

Varietal wines aren’t the be all and end all. Blends of grape varieties bring 

out the artist in the winemaker, and the higher-ranked wines in this 

tasting reflect an understanding of aromas, flavours and textures. Don’t 

pass them by. 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

http://winewise.net.au/

