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Red Blends & Other Varieties 

ales figures suggest that red wine drinkers lean to the “big three” 

varieties, shiraz, cabernet sauvignon and pinot noir. There’s no 

need to confine yourself, as this tasting shows. You’ll find high 

quality wines to cellar and delicious reds to enjoy now. 

2015 Hickinbotham The Peake McLaren Vale Cabernet Shiraz  

What a stunning wine this is. It delivers the richness of McLaren Vale 

without straying anywhere near over-ripeness, and the dark berry and 

cassis characteristics are alluring. It has the depth, structure and balance 

to encourage cellaring for decades. ($160.00)   ★★★★★ 

http://au.unitedcellars.com/hickinbotham-clarendon-vineyard-the-

peake-cabernet-shiraz-2014_2 

2015 Bleasdale Frank Potts Langhorne Creek (Cabernet sauvignon, 

merlot, malbec, petit verdot)  The bouquet is a delight, showing cassis 

and violets, with the faintest hint of leaf. It’s a long-flavoured wine 

supported by fine tannins. Very classy.  ($27.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.nicks.com.au/2015-bleasdale-frank-potts 

2014 Tapanappa Whalebone Vineyard Wrattonbully Merlot 

Cabernet Franc  This wine leans to St-Emilion in style. The red fruits, 

cassis and dried herbs reflect perfect ripeness, and the palate is plush but 

not ponderous, with fine, lingering tannins. ($79.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://tapanappa.com.au/whalebone-vineyard/whalebone-vineyard-

2014-merlot-cabernet-franc 

2015 Bleasdale Generations Langhorne Creek Malbec   Blueberries, 

plums and summer pudding are highlights on an impressive nose. The 

palate is silky and succulent, with fine, dry tannins that provide a 

counterpoint to the fruit. ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 

http://www.wineboxwarehouse.com.au/Red-Wine/Malbec/Bleasdale-

Generations-Malbec-2015 

2017 Seppeltsfield W.R. Barossa Grenache  There’s plenty of 

enjoyable mulberry/raspberry fruit and the tannins are supple and 

welcoming. Delicious drinking. ($25.00)  ★★★★ 

2016 Bleasdale Wellington Road Langhorne Creek GSM  It’s fresh, 

fragrant and spicy. A deliciously drinkable medium-weight red with fine, 

dry tannins. ($25.00)  ★★★★ 

2015 Hickinbotham The Revivalist McLaren Vale Merlot  This is a 

supple, mouthfilling wine which is packed with blackberry and 

blackcurrant flavour. The oak is a little too prominent. ($73.00)  ★★★★ 

2016 Huntington Estate Cabernet Shiraz  A vibrant 

blackberry/blackcurrant style which is juicy and approachable, although 

the tannins need a short time to soften.  ($23.00)  ★★★★ 
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2015 A Growers Touch Durif (Mino & Co) A perfumed, drinkable 

young durif. The tannins aren’t assertive, and the dark plum flavour 

carries with it a certain “sweetness”.  ($18.00)  ★★★★ 

2016 The Thief Barossa Valley Grenache Shiraz Mataro  It’s fresh, 

floral, spicy and supple – a very good drink packed with dark berry 

flavour.  ($22.00)  ★★★★ 

2015 Berton Vineyard The Bonsai High Eden Shiraz Cabernet  The 

dark berry aromas are complemented by a hint of mint. Flavour length 

and fine tannins are the strengths of a satisfying palate. ($40.00)  ★★★★ 

2016 Bleasdale Second Innings Langhorne Creek Malbec  A lively 

melange of blue, red and black fruits. The finish has a noticeable acid lift. 

($16.00)   ★★★☆ 

2015 d’Arenberg The Bonsai Vine McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz 

Mourvèdre  Fresh cherries and plums, with a dash of raspberry. The 

tannins are fine and savoury, and the fruit weight is adequate. ($29.00)   

★★★☆ 

2016 Rowlee Orange Nebbiolo  An enjoyable medium-light bodied 

red. It’s fresh and bright, with a hint of rose petal fragrance. ($40.00)     

★★★☆ 

2015 Petersons Jamie’s Quatro Mudgee (Zinfandel, chambourcin, 

petit verdot, durif)  This is a ripe-flavoured red with soft tannins that 

manages to stay on the right side of jammy. Short-term. ($60.00)  ★★★☆ 

2016 Mr Riggs Montepulciano d’Adelaide  Quite a dense red in all 

respects. A rich, ripe style with prominent tannin and acidity. Slightly 

disjointed. ($25.00)   ★★★ 

2016 Mr Riggs The Magnet McLaren Vale Grenache  Quite ripe in 

character, but just fresh enough. It lacks that essential varietal fragrance. 

($25.00)   ★★★ 

2017 d’Arenberg The Anthropocene Epoch McLaren Vale Mencia  

This seems to be an attempt at the early-drinking Spanish style. It’s fresh 

and plummy, but finishes with obvious acidity.   ($29.00)  ★★★ 

2015 Patritti McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz Mourvèdre  A lightish 

red fruits style with green, herbal overtones. ($24.00)  ★★☆ 

2013 Lowe Mudgee Zinfandel  Stewed raspberry aromas. “Sweet” 

fruit, fairly chewy tannins and a hot finish.  ($75.00)  ★★ 

As you can see, there’s plenty to enjoy outside the “big three”. 
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