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CHARDONNAY – The 

current state of play 
 

e’ve made it clear over the past few years that we consider that 
the best of Australian chardonnay rivals high quality white 
Burgundy and offers much better value for money. We’re 

great fans of the white wines from the Côte d’Or, but their prices 
seriously strain the budget, and the almost universal use of cork seals is a 
strong deterrent to purchasing them. 
 

To keep ourselves up to date with the Australian chardonnay scene, we 
tasted 27 wines taking in the regions of Adelaide Hills, Beechworth, 
Henty, Hunter Valley, Margaret River, Mornington Peninsula, Tasmania, 
Tumbarumba and Yarra Valley. It’s by no means a complete list, but we 
feel it’s representative nonetheless. 
 

We won’t even attempt to rank the wines in order of preference because 
at this level, scoring depends as much on style bias as it does on 
perception of quality. We’re not even going to review each wine because 
there would be so much repetition of varietal, barrel ferment and textural 
descriptors. However, we think that, by the end, you’ll have a decent 
picture of how good the very best chardonnays of Australia are. All the 
wines tasted ranked ★★★★, ★★★★☆ or ★★★★★. 
 

All wines were tasted “blind” by the panel. 
 

The crème de la crème 
Here are the chardonnays that thrilled us. All provide great drinking 
pleasure right now, but they could  improve in bottle over the next 
couple of years. In alphabetical order with a few words. 
 
2015 Dexter Mornington Peninsula Chardonnay  White peach, nutty, 
seamless.  ($44.90) 
http://australianwinecentre.com/epages/australianwinecentre.sf/en_AU/?ObjectPath=
/Shops/australianwinecentre/Products/713 

 
 
2016 Dexter Mornington Peninsula Chardonnay  Grapefruit. Faint 
funk. Very long finish.  ($40.00) 
http://www.dexterwines.com.au/shop.html 

W 
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http://australianwinecentre.com/epages/australianwinecentre.sf/en_AU/?ObjectPath=/Shops/australianwinecentre/Products/713
http://www.dexterwines.com.au/shop.html


 March 1, 2018 

2 
 

2016 Devil's Lair Margaret River Chardonnay  White peach, cashew, 
restraint. ($38.00) 
http://www.graysonline.com/retail/7288459/wine/devil-s-lair-chardonnay-
2016?spr=true?partnerer 

2015 Giaconda Estate Vineyard Chardonnay  Meursault-like. 
Complete. ($149.00) 
http://www.mwwines.com.au/museum-wine-shop/wines/wine-item/Giaconda/Estate-
Vineyard-Chardonnay/Chardonnay/2015/00042071020201500001 

2014 Oakridge 864 Drive Block Funder & Diamond Yarra Valley 
Chardonnay  Hazelnut. Long and textural. ($69.95) 
http://www.randalls.net.au/store/oakridge-funder-diamond-drive-block-chardonnay-
2014-p-27178.html 

2016 Penfolds Reserve Bin 16A Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  
Complex, long and structured.  ($110.00) 
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_916214/penfolds-reserve-bin-a-
chardonnay-2016 

2016 St Hilary Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  Peach, almond meal, 
textural. ($16.50) 
https://www.jimmurphy.com.au/product/st-hilary-chardonnay-2016 

2015 Shaw + Smith Lenswood Vineyard Adelaide Hills 
Chardonnay  Restrained power. Has it all. ($85.00) 
http://www.shawandsmith.com/product/2015-Shaw---Smith-Lenswood-Vineyard-
Chardonnay 

2016 Tolpuddle Vineyard Tasmania Chardonnay  Struck match, 
white peach. So good!  ($65.00) 
http://www.randalls.net.au/store/tolpuddle-chardonnay-2016-p-27970.html 
 

The above wines deliver it all – freshness, intensity, balance, complexity, 
structure and texture. We congratulate much-admired Mornington 
Peninsula winemaker Tod Dexter who submitted two wines which both 
made our best of the best list. Tod doesn’t do anything “fancy” with 
chardonnay. He ferments with a cultured yeast strain, and stirs the lees 
every two weeks until the malolactic fermentation is complete. The wine 
remains on lees until bottling. 
 
If our collective memory serves us well, Orlando St Hilary Chardonnay 
used to be a middling wine sourced from Padthaway. Pernod-Ricard has 
upped the ante well and truly by turning to the Adelaide Hills. The 2016, 
which was awarded a gold medal at the 2017 Adelaide Hills Wine Show, 
is a stunner at a remarkably low price. 
 

A little bit of Funk 

The right amount of barrel ferment sulphides, “struck match” etc can 
add an extra dimension to chardonnay. Too much, and it simply stinks. 
Some love it. Some hate it. Here are the ones that did it well. 
 
2015 Giaconda Estate Vineyard Chardonnay 

2016 McWilliam's McW Reserve 660 Tumbarumba Chardonnay ($105.90 
for a six bottle pack) Another bargain! 
https://justwines.com.au/mcwilliam-s-mcw-660-reserve-chardonnay-
tumbarumba?utm_source=wine_searcher&?utm_medium=winesearcher_ads&?utm_cam
paign=winesearcher_sale 

2016 Tolpuddle Vineyard Tasmania Chardonnay 
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2015 Voyager Estate Broadvale Block 6 Margaret River Chardonnay 
($55.00) 
https://www.voyagerestate.com.au/component/com_platfform/Itemid,327/layout,prod
uctdetails/productId,240287/view,crm/ 
 
 

Just babes 

To really shine in a tasting of young chardonnays, the whistles have to be 
blowing and the bells must ring. Some wines are a few years from 
revealing all, so if you want to cellar chardonnay, try these. 
 
2016 Coldstream Hills Reserve Yarra Valley Chardonnay ($260.00 for a 
six bottle pack) 
https://shop.coldstreamhills.com.au/index.cfm?method=storeproducts.showlist 

2016 Grosset Piccadilly Chardonnay  ($64.00) 
http://www.winestar.com.au/grosset-piccadilly-chardonnay-2016 

 
2015 Seppelt Drumborg Vineyard Chardonnay  ($192.00 for a six bottle 
pack) 
http://shop.seppelt.com.au/product-category?productcategoryid=6B1A6484-
1495-45F5-91FA-154E8D98E3DF 

2016 Shaw + Smith M3 Adelaide Hills Chardonnay ($52.00) 
https://bws.com.au/search?searchTerm=shaw-smith-chardonnay 

2015 Tyrrell's Belford Hunter Chardonnay ($45.00) 
https://www.tyrrells.com.au/product/belford-single-vineyard-chardonnay/ 

2015 Tyrrell's Vat 47 Hunter Chardonnay  (Not currently available) 
 
 
 

An acid twist 

Acidity is essential for balance, but some chardonnays show more of it 
than others. In Burgundy, Corton-Charlemagnes usually taste more 
acidic than Meursaults, for example. It doesn’t mean that one style is 
better than the other, but it’s up to the winemaker to achieve balance 
through viticulture and winemaking. Those with a pleasant acid kick on 
the finish are. 
 
2014 McWilliam's 842 Tumbarumba Chardonnay ($65.00) 
https://www.winesquare.com.au/2014-mcwilliams-flagship-842-chardonnay-
tumbarumba.html 

2016 McWilliam's McW Reserve 660 Tumbarumba Chardonnay 

2016 Oakridge Hazeldene Vineyard Yarra Valley Chardonnay ($38.00) 
https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/products/17278-lvs-chardonnay-hazeldene-
vineyard/ 

2015 Penfolds Yattarna Bin 144 Chardonnay ($129.00) 
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_86385/penfolds-yattarna-chardonnay-
2015 

2016 Seppelt Jaluka Henty Chardonnay ($25.00) 
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_903956/seppelt-jaluka-chardonnay 

2015 Seppelt Drumborg Vineyard Chardonnay 
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Bold but beautiful 
Just as some enjoy a lemony twist on the finish, others delight in 
chardonnays that deliver considerable richness of flavour. These may not 
quite be Montrachets, but they certainly won’t let you down when it 
comes to substance, balance, texture and complexity. 
 
2016 Cullen Kevin John Margaret River Chardonnay  ($115.00) 
http://www.winestar.com.au/cullen-kevin-john-chardonnay-2016 

2015 Devil's Lair 9th Chamber Margaret River Chardonnay (Not 
currently available)  

2015 Eileen Hardy Chardonnay  ($75.00) 
https://www.winesquare.com.au/2015-hardys-eileen-hardy-chardonnay-tasmania-yarra-
valley.html 

2015 Giaconda Estate Vineyard Chardonnay 

2015 Santolin Willowlake Vineyard Yarra Valley Chardonnay  ($40.00) 
http://santolinwines.com.au/shop/2015-santolin-willowlake-chardonnay/ 

2015 Singlefile The Vivienne Great Southern Chardonnay  (Not 
currently available)  

2016 Wolf Blass White Label Piccadilly Valley Chardonnay (Not 
currently available) 
 

In conclusion 

There’s something for everybody stylistically. Speaking of styles, it’s 
impossible to generalise about regionality, not only because of 
geographical and geological differences within regions, but also because 
of the significant winemaker inputs in both vineyard and winery. 
 
We can declare that the Adelaide Hills has joined Margaret River, Yarra 
Valley and Mornington Peninsula as a power region for chardonnay. The 
Hunter Valley, led by Tyrrell’s, continues to demand inclusion in the 
premium chardonnay club. Tyrrell’s Vat 47 Chardonnay is one of few in 
Australia that has proved it can take ten years’ bottle age with ease. 
 
We’re bemused by the vast differences in price among wines that are 
comparable in quality terms. The range from $16.50 for the St Hilary to 
$115.00 for the Cullen is massive. Make of that what you will, but in our 
view every wine tasted represents value when compared to white 
burgundy of similar quality. It’s also fair to say that some wines in this 
tasting are definitely under-priced. 
 
We’ve passed through the mercifully short period where it seemed the 
done thing was to partner under-ripe fruit was with dominant funk. 
Chardonnay is about flavour, and where riesling can succeed with 
austerity and acid, chardonnay cannot.  
 
Our advice, as always, is to buy the styles that suit you. Be aware that 
chardonnay, even under screwcap, is a wine that is best enjoyed within 4-
5 years of vintage. There are exceptions to that rule, but even they 
deliver considerable drinking pleasure at five years of age.Finally, don’t 
miss the bargains. They’re some of the best-value wines on the market. 
 
 
If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 
year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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