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BLEASDALE MALBECS 

elieve it or not, today, 17 April, is World Malbec Day. We 

honour it by reviewing three examples of that grape variety 

from Australian malbec masters Bleasdale. Decades ago, malbec 

was considered to be a useful blending grape, but now it’s proving to be 

much better than that. 

Today Bleasdale releases three fascinating single vineyard malbecs, each 

with its own, different personality. The fact that malbec is featuring in 

single vineyard bottlings indicates its increasing prominence, and we 

believe all three of these wines show the variety in a very positive light. 

 

2016 Bleasdale The Islander Vineyard Malbec  The familiar 

blueberry aroma of malbec, backed up by hints of dried herb, shows very 

clearly. There’s more than adequate flavour on a silky, medium-weight 

palate framed by fine tannins. An easy to drink wine. ($35.00)  ★★★★ 

The Islander vineyard was planted on gravelly loam soil on 

Kangaroo Island in 2000. 

2016 Bleasdale The Mullianna Vineyard Malbec  The nose leans to 

mulberry, with an uplift of blueberry. The flavour delivery is rich and 

supple, enhanced by balanced savoury tannins. Although this wine is 

quite approachable now, it will reward you over the next 3-5 years. 

($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 

The Mullianna vineyard was planted on Langhorne Creek’s 

Bremer River floodplain in 2006. 

2016 Bleasdale The Riparian Vineyard Malbec  This is the most 

robust of the three, but it’s well balanced and delivers flavour to match 

the structure. Rich mulberry and blackberry characteristics come the fore 

in this bold expression of Langhorne Creek malbec. ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 

The Riparian vineyard was planted on the Bremer River floodplain 

in 1988. 

https://www.bleasdale.com.au/store/ 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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