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WINEWISE CHAMPIONSHIP 

2016 SHIRAZ 

Medallion Winner  2016 Windowrie Estate Family Reserve Shiraz  

Sniff this aromatic, spicy, floral shiraz and we’ll be surprised if you’re not 
captivated. The palate follows up as expected – medium-bodied and 
long, balanced by fine tannins. Two medallions in a row for Windowrie, 
following up on their 2015 Family Reserve Pinot Noir.  (Not yet 
released)  ★★★★★       windowrie@windowrie.com.au 
 
2016 Mount Benson Estate Syrah  Another beautifully elegant, spicy 
shiraz. It shows a beguiling complexity, probably imparted by whole 
berry/bunch, and the tannins are delightfully savoury, backing up the 
impressively persistent flavour. ($30.00)  ★★★★★ 
http://www.mountbensonestate.com.au/products-category/mount-
benson-estate-2016-syrah-30/ 
 
2016 Taltarni Heathcote Shiraz  This is an impossible to ignore, spicy 
shiraz which exemplifies the best of an esteemed Australian region. The 
tannins are fine and the palate is of admirable length.  (Not yet released)            
★★★★★      https://www.taltarni.com.au/ 
 
2016 Smallwater Estate Shiraz  From Geographe (W.A.), this is an 
appealing, youthful wine that shines brightly. A caress of oak enhances 
the red fruits, and the balance is just right. (Not yet released)  ★★★★☆  

https://smallwaterestate.com/ 
 
2016 Allegiance Wines The Artisan Barossa Valley Shiraz  Richly 
flavoured, as befits an excellent Barossa shiraz, and it’s impressively fresh 
as well. Not only is it typical and well made, but it will age gracefully. 
($60.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.allegiancewines.com.au/The-Artisan-Barossa-Valley-Shiraz-
2016 
 
2016 Shingleback Unedited McLaren Vale Shiraz  This wine captures 
the essence of the Vale without succumbing to the temptation of excess. 
The dark berry fruit carries a hint of chocolate and the palate is opulence 
itself.  (Not yet released)  ★★★★☆   https://www.shingleback.com.au/ 
 
2016 Jester Hill Touchstone Shiraz  Queensland shiraz is hardly 
fashionable, but most wine fanciers don’t realise that the Granite Belt 
provides a benevolent environment for grape growing. Here’s an 
example of that benevolence. It’s floral and spicy, with a long, beautifully 
balanced, medium-bodied palate. As you can see, it holds its own among 
some of Australia’s best. (Not yet available)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.jesterhillwines.com.au/ 
 
2016 Thomas Wines Kiss Hunter Valley Shiraz  Although the oak is 
somewhat to the fore at this stage, there’s no arguing with the quality 
and intensity of the fruit. Here we have a wine of substance that 
represents the Hunter at its best. It needs 5-10 years to start showing 
what it’s all about. (To be released on 5 May. The 2015 was $75.00)       
★★★★☆ 
https://www.thomaswines.com.au/ 
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2016 Moppity Vineyards Estate Shiraz  A very fresh, medium-bodied, 
red fruits style with an alluring perfume and lingering finish. It’s a beaut-
ifully poised wine that needs some time to evolve. ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://moppity.com.au/product/moppity-estate-shiraz/ 
 
2016 Ingoldby McLaren Vale Shiraz  A very “juicy”, fresh, eminently 
drinkable shiraz of satisfying fruit weight. What a bargain it is.  ($16.00)  
★★★★☆ 
http://www.jimmurphy.com.au/product/ingoldby-shiraz-2016 
 
2016 McPherson Wines Don't Tell Gary Shiraz  There’s a lot to like 
about this Strathbogie Ranges shiraz. The spicy pepperiness is very 
appealing as is the well-rounded palate which shows some oak. Good 
value. ($24.00)   ★★★★  
http://www.accesscellars.com/ac/Dont-Tell-Gary 
 
2016 Sanguine Estate Progeny Heathcote Shiraz  Attractively spicy 
and fresh, with good fruit weight. Shows some oak.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 Montalto Pennon Hill Mornington Peninsula Shiraz  The nose 
is fresh and “pretty” – floral and spicy. This wine is drinking well, but 
needs just a little more middle palate.   ★★★★ 
 
2016 Sons Of Eden Marschall Barossa Valley Shiraz  Rich and 
plummy, with dark chocolate and oak overtones. An impressive 
mouthful of red.   ★★★★ 
 
2016 Mitchell Harris Peerick Vineyard Shiraz  A rich, ripe, firm 
shiraz of considerable power, incorporating oak and bay leaf overtones. 
It needs time to soften.   ★★★★ 

 

2016 Twisted River Shiraz Viognier   Quite perfumed and peppery, 
with fresh red berry fruit and fine tannins. There’s a hint of green herbal 
flavour.   ★★★★ 
 
2016 Lerida Estate Canberra District Shiraz  Attractively spicy and 
approachable. An enjoyable drink.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Bondar Violet Hour Shiraz  Has good fruit weight but shows 
overt stemmy overtones and  is fairly acidic on the finish.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Montalto Estate Mornington Peninsula Shiraz  Perfumed and 
spicy, but there’s also a slightly under-ripe character which is showing 
through.  ★★★☆ 

 
2016 Shingleback Davey Estate Shiraz  Power and varietal character 
with a slightly “stewed” overtone.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Jim Barry Single Vineyard Eastern Ranges Shiraz  A 
substantial red with prominent tannins that need time to soften.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Wolf Blass Yellow Label Shiraz  Perfumed and attractive on the 
nose, but, at the same time, quite simple.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Moppity Vineyards Escalier Shiraz  Comparatively forward, with 
stemmy characteristics. The palate offers decent weight, but battles with 
the dried herb overtones.  ★★★ 
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2016 Shingleback D Block Shiraz  Shows dark berries with chocolate 
nuances, but seems slightly under-fruited for the structure.   ★★★ 
 
2016 Ballinaclash Edward Hilltops Shiraz  Almost inky, with hints of 
spices, yet it has a somewhat vegetal edge.  ★★★ 
 
2016 Blass Shiraz  Certainly has plenty of flavour, but is on the edge of 
being jammy.  ★★★ 
 
2016 Trentham Estate Shiraz  It’s packed with flavour, but the chewy 
tannins dominate.  ★★☆ 
 
2016 RidgeView Wines Impressions Effen Hill Vineyard Shiraz  
The drying finish takes over from the fruit.   ★★ 
 
2016 Galli Estate Lorenzo Shiraz  Too advanced in aroma and flavour 
for a two year old shiraz.  ★★ 
 
2016 Montoro Wines Artisan Shiraz  Too much green herbal input for 
the fruit weight.  ★★ 
 
 
The 2016 Moppity Vineyards Reserve Shiraz  and 2016 Oakdene 
Shiraz were tasted but not rated. Even though both were sealed with 
screwcap, we surely must have encountered examples that were not 
representative. 

 
Note: The comments are an expansion of notes from one panel of four 
judges.  It’s clear that overt whole-bunch/stems character or greenish 
overtones from cool-area shiraz are enjoyed more by some panels than 
others. 

 
 

Rating Scale 

★★★★★ Outstanding  97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96     Gold/silver 

★★★★    Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆    Recommended  87-89  Bronze 

★★★      Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆      Agreeable  82-84 

★★        Acceptable  80-82 

★☆        Acceptable  77-79 

★          Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆          Unacceptable  71-73 

No stars       Undrinkable  <71 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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