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WINEWISE CHAMPIONSHIP 

BLENDS CONTAINING 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON 

ustralian wine enthusiasts tend to focus on varietal wines. That’s 

a pity because it means that some excellent blends are unfairly 

ignored. The overall standard of this category is high, and the 

top wine is one of Australia’s best. 

 

Medallion Winner  2015 Yeringberg (Cabernet sauvignon 

cabernet franc, merlot, petit verdot, malbec)  It’s not often that we 
encounter a wine in the Championship that clearly stands out. This one 

does. Lester’s notes referenced Châteaux Margaux, and that’s not a 
stretch of the imagination. This perfumed, finely structured Yarra Valley 
wine is both subtle and complex. The typical blackcurrant and leaf 
aromas are there, but there’s much, much more. It’s a classic in the 
making which offers a lot now, but it will go on for decades. ($100.00)  
★★★★★ 
http://www.winestar.com.au/yeringberg-cabernet-2015 
 

2016 Wolf Blass Silver Label Shiraz Cabernet Malbec  A plush, 
opulent blend that is packed with juicy red fruits flavour.  This is a very 
satisfying, polished red wine that delivers the goods in every respect. 
(Not available)   ★★★★☆ 
 

2013 Lindemans Coonawarra Pyrus Red  A red that is distinctly 

regional in style, showing blackcurrant and leaf characteristics. The palate 
is tight, intense and long, with classic tannins and integrated oak. This is 
a very classy red that will cellar well. ($52.00)   ★★★★☆ 

http://www.mwwines.com.au/museum-wine-shop/wines/wine-
item/Lindemans/Pyrus-Cabernet-Blend/Cabernet-
Blend/2013/00018003790201300001 
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2015 Kings Of Kangaroo Ground Heathcote Shiraz Cabernet  
“Balance” was the word that appeared in all judges’ notes. This was a 
reference to the seamlessness of the palate which offers dark berry and 
cassis flavours backed by very fine tannins. A well tailored wine with a 
quality feel.  Another strong showing after its gold medal in the 2017 
Small Vigneron Awards. This is a maker to follow.  (Sold out)              
★★★★☆ 
http://kkg.com.au/ 

 
2013 Jacob's Creek Johann Shiraz Cabernet  This wine epitomises the 
traditional Australian classic blend. The oak is a little prominent, but the 
wall to wall blackberry and blackcurrant flavours carry it well. One to put 
away for a few years. (Not yet released)   ★★★★☆ 
 
2015 Wynns Coonawarra Estate Cabernet Shiraz Merlot  We’re 
amazed that the class-topper from last year is still available, and for a 
ridiculously low price. The cabernet sauvignon component drives the 
wine which is beautifully balanced and packed with flavour. ($15.00)     
★★★★☆ 
www.valorecellars.com.au/product.aspx?productid={566FF6CC-D1F4-
485C-9F7A-DC76B0D4ED7D} 

 
2015 Taltarni Cabernet Merlot Petit Verdot  A powerful, fresh 
blackcurrant-scented blend with a whiff of mint. The palate is intense 
and firmly structured, but balanced. Cellar 5-10 years for best results. 
($20.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.graysonline.com/retail/15cmpxtac7ha/wine/taltarni-
cabernet-blends-2015?spr=true?partnerer 
 
2016 Windance Estate Margaret River Cabernet Merlot  The 
freshness and structure of this wine indicate that it certainly needs time, 
as does the primary nature of the blackcurrant fruit. Well worth cellaring 
for  5-10 years.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Sittella Margaret River Cabernet Malbec  Ripe but fresh fruit 
shows on the nose, with attractive dark chocolate overtones and a touch 
of oak. The tannins are still fairly solid.    ★★★★ 
 
2013 Stonefields Arbitrage Wrattonbully Cabernet Merlot Shiraz  
The rich ripe blackcurrant aromas have considerable appeal, and a whiff 
of oak adds complexity.  The palate is opulent, overflowing with “sweet” 
fruit.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Jacob's Creek Expedition Cabernet Shiraz (Cork)  Both 
varieties are evident aromatically and the palate is flavour-packed, with 
an overlay of toasty oak. ($79.00)   ★★★★ 
According to the Jacob’s Creek web site, this wine is available only through duty-free 
outlets. 

 
2016 Bleasdale Frank Potts  Well expressed blackcurrant/leaf cabernet 
sauvignon is the driving force here, aided and abetted by some high-
quality French oak. Time in bottle required.    ★★★★ 
 
2014 Tim Adams Cabernet Malbec  Fresh, slightly leafy/minty 
aromas. The palate is lively, long and fine.   ★★★★ 
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2016 Bleasdale Wellington Road Shiraz Cabernet Sauvignon  The 
leafy cabernet aromas show through the dark berry of the shiraz. 
Satisfying flavour is delivered by the balanced, approachable palate.       
★★★★ 
 
2016 Ingoldby McLaren Vale Cabernet Shiraz Merlot  Shows ripe 
fruit and obvious oak but they knit together well to deliver a generous 
mouthful of flavour.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Jim Barry St Clare Cabernet Malbec  The rich blackcurrant 
aromas and flavours have considerable appeal, but the oak is just a little 
prominent at this stage.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Bleasdale Frank Potts  The fresh cassis aromas carry a slight hint 
of leaf and a touch of mint. Fine tannins feature on an elegant palate.        
★★★★ 
 
2016 Hugo Wines Family Estate McLaren Vale Shiraz Cabernet 
Sauvignon  The bright ripe fruit is more than matched by an overlay of 
oak which asserts itself on the finish.   ★★★☆ 
 
2015 Lindemans Coonawarra Pyrus Red  The powerful blackcurrant 
fruit is enhanced by a hint of leaf, but this wine is oak-driven.   ★★★  
 
2014 Wolf Blass Grey Label Cabernet Shiraz  There’s plenty of rich, 
ripe fruit, but, overall, the wine is quite plain and lacks the essential 
vibrancy.   ★★★ 
 
2016 Pepperjack Shiraz Cabernet  Tends jammy, and shows obvious 
vanilla oak.    ★★☆ 
 
2013 Yalumba FDR1A Cabernet Sauvignon & Shiraz (Cork)  Quite 
forward, showing signs of drying out. Probably another victim of cork.  
★★ 
 
2016 Majella Musician  Comparatively forward. Too oaky.   ★★ 
 
2015 Shaw Vineyard Estate Cabernet Sauvignon Shiraz  Has vegetal 
overtones and is quite oaky.  ★★ 
 

Overt oak is obviously still popular with some wine show judges. In their 

defence, we understand from personal experience that oak-driven reds 

can be quite captivating in a large class of wines. In groups of only six 

wines, oaky examples stand out – not necessarily positively. 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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