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WINEWISE CHAMPIONSHIP 

SEMILLON 

ines from two exceptionally good Hunter Valley (and 

Shoalhaven) semillon vintages filled the first three spots. 

Two Rivers have been performing with distinction in our 

semillon tastings, so their medallion was well-earned. Tyrrell’s and 

Coolangatta Estate are always expected to perform with distinction, and 

they continue to deliver the goods.  

The efforts of Jeff Byrne and Xanthe Hatcher at Agnew Wines (Audrey 

Wilkinson and Cockfighter’s Ghost) must not be overlooked. Their 

wines dominated the young semillon classes. 

Medallion Winner  2014 Two Rivers Stones Throw Hunter Valley 

Semillon  This is a complete semillon just entering its drinking window. 
Powerful lemony varietal flavour, balance and freshness are the key 
features of this delicious wine. (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.tworivers.com.au/ 

 

2009 Coolangatta Estate Wollstonecraft Semillon  Drinking near its 
peak, this wine delivers the honeyed richness that fans of aged semillon 
crave. It’s enlivened by fresh acidity. (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.coolangattaestate.com.au/ 

 

2009 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Hunter Valley Semillon  An amazingly youthful 
semillon that is still nowhere near its peak after nine years. It’s very fine 
and stylish. A classic in the making. (Not available)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.tyrrells.com.au/ 

 

Medallion Winner  2017 Cockfighter’s Ghost Reserve Hunter 

Valley Semillon  A flavour-packed, lemony young semillon with a good 
acid line. It reflects the vintage, with its generosity of fruit, but is still 
tight and true to style. (Not yet available)  ★★★★☆ 
https://cockfightersghost.com.au/ 

 

2017 Audrey Wilkinson Hunter Valley Semillon  There’s no shortage 
of fresh lemony flavour, and it’s backed up by acidity that enlivens the 
finish. Strongly varietal and excellent drinking in the short term. ($22.00)       
★★★★☆ 
https://audreywilkinson.com.au/product/semillon-awv-2017/ 

 

2013 Tyrrell's Belford Hunter Valley Semillon  Textbook Hunter 
semillon with a slight honeyed richness as well as lemon grass varietal 
character. It will mature very nicely indeed. ($35.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.tyrrells.com.au/product/belford-single-vineyard-semillon/ 
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2017 Audrey Wilkinson Winemakers Selection Hunter Valley 
Semillon  In the old days, this would certainly have been viewed as a 
“White Burgundy” style of semillon due to its richness. However, the 
ripeness of flavour certainly isn’t overdone and the acid is well balanced. 
Delicious drinking. (Not yet available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2017 Audrey Wilkinson The Ridge Semillon  The vibrant lemon/lime 
fruit is intense and impressive, and it’s backed up by fresh acidity. Give it 
2-3 years.   ★★★★☆ 

 
2013 Thomas Wines Braemore Hunter Valley Semillon  Faintly 
limey floral aromas. Just a little on the lean side, but we’re confident that 
it will fill out with further bottle age.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Two Rivers Stones Throw Hunter Valley Semillon  A fresh, 
racy, crisp semillon that drinks well, but still has future.   ★★★★ 
 
2017 Tyrrell's Belford Hunter Valley Semillon  Typical lemon grass 
aromas show out in this generously-proportioned, fresh semillon. It’s 
enjoyable now, but has some potential.   ★★★★ 
 
2009 Mount Pleasant Lovedale Hunter Valley Semillon  Still 
comparatively backward, with prominent acid. It needs more time.         
★★★★  
 
2009 Audrey Wilkinson The Ridge Reserve Hunter Valley Semillon  
A richly flavoured semillon that is at or near its peak.   ★★★★ 
 
2011 Coolangatta Estate Wollstonecraft Semillon  There’s no 
shortage of citrus/honey varietal character. This wine is still full of life 
after seven years.    ★★★★ 
 
2017 Gundog Estate The Chase Hunter Valley Semillon  An 
attractive young lemon grass style with good fruit and acidity.    ★★★★ 
 
2017 Robert Stein Mudgee Semillon  A rich lemony semillon that 
appears to be developing fairly quickly, but offers enjoyable drinking 
now.    ★★★★    
  
2016 Briar Ridge Vineyard Stockhausen Signature Hunter Valley 
Semillon  A fresh, lemony style that finishes slightly short.   ★★★☆ 
 
2014 Peter Lehmann Margaret Barossa Valley Semillon  Richly 
flavoured and varietal, but comparatively forward.    ★★★ 
 
2013 Drayton's Vineyard Reserve Semillon  Lacks fruit intensity.     
★★★    
 
2009 Thomas Wines Braemore Hunter Valley Semillon  Looks like 
we struck an odd bottle here. It looked and tasted quite advanced. Our 
recent experience with the wine suggests otherwise.   ★★★ 
 
2015 Audrey Wilkinson The Ridge Reserve Semillon  Another one 
that opened badly and showed excessive development.    ★★☆ 
 


