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WINEWISE CHAMPIONSHIP 

2015 SHIRAZ 

he 2015s were exciting, varied and very expressive of their 

respective regions. What’s more, most of them are still available. 

If you like richly flavoured classic Aussie shiraz, perfumed, spicy 

cool climate styles, or anything in between, you’ll find a great example in 

this group. 

 

Medallion Winner  2015 Sons Of Eden Remus Eden Valley 

Shiraz   This wine has achieved the great Winewise double – a trophy in 
the Small Vigneron Awards and a medallion in the Championship. It’s a 
complex young shiraz combining berries and spice with some whole-
bunch input. The palate is long and intense, built around fine, firm 
tannins. Cellar for at least a decade. ($57.00)  Cork   ★★★★★ 
https://www.thevinepress.com.au/wine/reds/?filter_producer=sons-of-
eden 
 
2015 Wicks Estate Adelaide Hills Shiraz  An impressive, fresh red 
berry style with a touch of spice. The medium-bodied palate features fine 
tannins and a long finish. Plenty of quality for the money. ($20.00)        
★★★★☆ 
http://www.auswine.com.au/styles/red/shiraz/wicks-estate-adelaide-
hills-shiraz-2013.html 
 
2015 McWilliam's 1877 Hilltops Shiraz  A vibrant, spicy shiraz 
showing dark cherry and berry characteristics. The palate is long and 
fine, with a silky feel.  ($329.95/6 bottles)      ★★★★☆ 
https://www.mywineguy.com.au/products/2015-mcwilliams-1877-
hilltops-shiraz 
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2015 Mount Majura Vineyard Shiraz  This is a beautifully crafted 
shiraz – from the fragrant berry nose with a touch of whole-bunch 
complexity to the long, well balanced palate. It’s an enjoyable drink now, 
but will certainly evolve positively over the coming years. One of the 
Canberra District’s best. ($34.00)    ★★★★☆ 
https://www.differentdrop.com/collections/wines/products/2015-
mount-majura-shiraz?variant=11019884724267 
 
2015 Rojomama Red Art Shiraz  Freshness and richness are the key 
words for this generously flavoured Barossa shiraz. The classic 
blackberry of the region is present, and there’s even a hint of spiciness. 
($35.00)     ★★★★☆ 
https://rojomoma.com.au/product/red-art-shiraz-2015/ 
 
2015 Ross Hill Pinnacle Series Shiraz  An intense, spicy, perfumed 
shiraz that shows its cool climate (Orange, NSW) origins clearly. The 
tannins are very fine and the finish is impressively long. ($41.95)    ★★★
★☆ 
http://www.wineseek.com.au/products/3568-ross-hill-pinnacle-shiraz-
2015/ 
 
2015 Shingleback The Gate McLaren Vale Shiraz  This really is a 
delicious shiraz. It offers wall to wall flavour, but isn’t heavy. The red 
and dark berry flavours are backed up by just-right tannin and acid.  
($40.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://australianliquoronline.com.au/collections/products/products/s
hingleback-the-gate-shiraz-mclaren-vale-2015 
 
2015 Wynns Coonawarra Estate Shiraz  We’re often asked to 
recommend a good-value red wine, and this is one we always mention. 
This vintage is full of life and the red berry/spice characteristics have 
great appeal. Treat it as a short term pleasure or cellar for 10-20 years. 
Either way you win. ($15.00)    ★★★★☆ 
https://www.jimscellars.com.au/collections/red-wine/products/wynns-
shiraz 
 
2015 Coldstream Hills Reserve Shiraz An opulent, complex shiraz 
with some whole-bunch input. The cool area perfume and fine tannins 
combine with the persistent flavour to put it in gold medal class.  (Not 
yet released)     ★★★★☆ 
 
2015 Sidewood Mappinga Adelaide Hills Shiraz  An interesting, 
spicy, red berry, medium-bodied style showing some whole-bunch 
complexity. Good short term drinking.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 St Hallett Dawkins Estate Single Vineyard Eden Valley Shiraz  
The minty spice of Eden Valley shiraz is clearly evident, and varietal 
flavour runs the length of the palate which finishes with a slight acid 
kick.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Simon Gilbert Shiraz  A fresh shiraz of substance, with a 
generous serve of dark berry flavour. It needs a few years in bottle to 
soften and show its best.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 St Hallett Mattschoss Single Vineyard Eden Valley Shiraz  
There’s fresh, generous red berry fruit to be enjoyed here, and the palate 

is balanced, but is comparatively simple.   ★★★★ 
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2015 Bleasdale Bremerview Langhorne Creek Shiraz This one 
doesn’t cost much and delivers a lot. It’s fresh and varietal and made for 
short term enjoyment. The red berry and spice make it attractively 
varietal, and there’s plenty of quality for around $17.00.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Montoro Wines Pepper Shiraz  Attractively spicy and peppery. 
Just needs a little more mid-palate weight.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Redman The Last Row Coonawarra Shiraz  The red berry fruit 
is lively and intense. There’s also a faintly herbal/minty touch to the nose 
and palate. The tannins provide a savoury edge to the finish.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Warner Glen Estate Margaret River Shiraz A spicy red berry 
style with plenty of flavour and firm tannins. It needs a little time to 
soften.    ★★★★ 
 
2015 Riposte The Cutlass Adelaide Hills Shiraz  The powerful red 
and dark berry fruit is perfectly ripe, and flows the full length of the 
palate. Would have rated highly had the tannins been slightly finer.       
★★★★ 
 
2015 McWilliam's Single Vineyard Shiraz  A spicy blackberry style 
with good initial fruit intensity. Fades just a little on the finish.  ★★★★ 
 
2015 Lord Malmsbury Zeina Shiraz Although the violets, spice and 
red fruits aromas of this Macedon Ranges wine are very attractive, and 
flow through to a finely structured palate, the oak is lightly too obvious.   
Cork   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Robert Stein Reserve Shiraz  Quite funky and interesting, with 
good fruit weight and balanced tannins.   ★★★★ 
 
2015 Baillieu Mornington Peninsula Shiraz  Very fine, silky and spicy, 
but needs more mid palate weight.   ★★★☆ 
 
2015 LMB Wines Mudgee Shiraz  Quite ripe and firm. Flavour 
without a great deal of finesse.   ★★★ 
 
2015 Heathcote Winery Mail Coach Shiraz  The fresh dark cherry 
aromas and flavours are attractive, but are challenged by oak.  ★★★ 
 
2015 Terindah Estate Single Vineyard Shiraz  Too much stemmy 
character for the fruit weight.   ★★☆ 
 

 

This class provides an in-focus snapshot of Australian shiraz. 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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