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2018 WINEWISE SMALL 

VIGNERON AWARDS 
Gold medal white, sparkling & rosé 

 

 

 

ere’s the cream of the whites, rosés and bubblies of the 2018 
Winewise Small Vigneron Awards. They all rank among 
Australia’s finest wines of their respective styles and cover a 

lot of territory – all six states and the Australian Capital Territory as a 
matter of fact. Such is the reach of the Small Vigneron Awards.  

2018 Mount Majura Vineyard Riesling  An impressive citrus-scented 
Canberra District riesling of considerable refinement. The palate is 
vibrant, long, racy and perfectly balanced. ($29.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.mountmajura.com.au/wines/riesling 

 
2017 Montara Grampians Riesling  Floral and citrus aromas, with the 
latter driving the generous flavour on an acid-fresh palate. A very pure 
riesling.  (Not yet released $27.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://montarawines.com.au/ 

 

2010 Forbes & Forbes Cellar Matured Single Vineyard Eden 
Valley Riesling  This delightful wine embodies all the reasons for 
cellaring riesling. The honey and toast nose is still very fresh and offers 
limey varietal fruit. Clean acidity livens up the long, satisfying palate. A 
bargain for those who enjoy mature riesling.  ($28.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.forbeswine.com.au/our-wines/ 

 

2013 Andrew Thomas Cellar Reserve Braemore Semillon  At 
five years of age, this outstanding semillon is just getting into its stride. 
It’s showing the beginnings of mature toastiness, but the pristine varietal 
fruit is still king, and is supported by typical regional acidity.  (Due for re-
release next year for about $65.00)   ★★★★★ 
https://www.thomaswines.com.au/ 
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2009 Meerea Park Alexander Munro Hunter Valley Semillon  A 
very bright wine that looks and tastes much younger than it is. It’s still 
very fresh and steely, and everything is in place for further cellaring. A 
classic style from a classic vintage. ($80.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://meereapark.com.au/shop/ 
 
2017 Soumah of Yarra Valley Equilibrio Chardonnay  Aromas of 
white peach and grapefruit are enhanced by a touch of funky complexity, 
and the palate is long and structured, with a very pleasing textural quality.  
($77.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://soumah.com.au/product/2017-soumah-equilibrio-chardonnay/ 
 
2017 Cannibal Creek Gippsland Chardonnay  Very much a cool area 
style of chardonnay. White nectarine and citrus characteristics are to the 
fore in a comparatively delicate wine of excellent length and creamy 
texture.  (Not yet released $35.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.cannibalcreek.com.au/ 
 
2017 Montalto The Eleven Mornington Peninsula Chardonnay  
Here we have a move away from the “boots and all” approach that has 
been evident in some past releases of this label. Restraint is the key here. 
The white peach aromas and flavours are supported by subtle barrel 
ferment inputs and gentle palate grip. (Not yet released $60.00)              
★★★★☆ 
 
2017 Two Rivers Yarrawa Road Hunter Valley Chardonnay  An 
exceptional chardonnay in which the restrained varietal fruit and barrel 
ferment inputs are tightly coiled and ready to deliver. It’s a very textural 
wine with a persistent line of acidity. Wait 2-3 years for great results. 
($50.00)   ★★★★★ 
This exciting young chardonnay reinforced our high opinion of 
Two Rivers Wines. Only 100 dozen were made, so it’s currently 
being dribbled out of the cellar door and is not mentioned on the 
Two Rivers web site. It’s made from a single block of 30 year old 
vines – the best on the vineyard. Twenty per cent of the crush is 
whole-bunch, and fermentation is in French puncheons, 50% of 
which are new. Contact Two Rivers and you may get some. 
https://www.tworivers.com.au/ 

2016 Whimwood Estate Nannup Blackwood Valley  
Chardonnay This wine has caused a sensation at Winewise. First it was 
awarded a Championship medallion. Then it was included in our 
International Chardonnay Tasting (report coming shortly) in which it 
fared very well. Then, to cap it all off, it reigned supreme in the Small 
Vigneron Awards judging the following day!  It has everything – 
freshness, complexity, intensity, texture and balance. Surely it’s one of 
the best-value chardonnays anywhere. ($30.00)   ★★★★★ 
https://www.whimwoodestatewines.com.au/buy-wine-859039.html 

 

2018 Hahndorf Hill Adelaide Hills Pinot Grigio  A delightfully 
fresh, “crunchy” dry white with strongly varietal pear aromas and 
flavours. A long line of acidity adds to the “grigio” style.  (Not yet 
released $25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.hahndorfhillwinery.com.au/ 
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2018 Artwine The Wicked Stepmother Clare Valley Fiano  There are 
all manner of aromas here – pear, honey, pineapple, hazelnut. The richly 
flavoured palate is enhanced by balanced textural phenolics. Fiano’s rise 
continues.  (Not yet released $26.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.artwine.com.au/ 
 

2018 Symphony Hill Murray Darling Fiano  Those who enjoy fianos 
from Campania, Italy will probably lean to this one. There’s some 
phenolic firmness, but it provides the ideal structure for the attractive 
stone fruit flavours which linger on a long finish.  (Not yet released 
$45.00)  ★★★★☆ 
 

2018 Symphony Hill Granite Belt Vermentino This wine 
demonstrates what can be achieved with vermentino when it is handled 
with quality rather than quantity in mind. Citrus and appealing musky 
aromas lead into a satisfyingly long palate with lively lemon pith 
characteristics which interact perfectly with the refreshing acidity.  
($30.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://symphonyhill.com.au/shop/ 
 

2018 Symphony Hill New England Gewürztraminer  Symphony Hill 
would be quite justified in claiming to be Australia’s leading producer of  
gewürztraminer. It’s a very consistent wine that always shows well. The 
latest vintage has the expected rose petal and exotic spice perfume, and 
delivers the classic varietal flavour and textural grip.  (Not yet released 
$45.00)  ★★★★☆  
 

2018 Saddler's Hunter Valley Verdelho  Bright and lemony, with 
tropical fruit and herbaceous notes. The abundant flavour and racy 
acidity make it ideal drinking now. ($26.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://saddlerscreek.com/product/saddlers-verdelho/ 
 

2018 Atze's Corner Wild Rose Barossa Valley Vermentino  A very 
enjoyable wine packed with vibrant  tropical fruit and honeysuckle. The 
generous flavour and supporting acidity make it ideal for drinking now. 
($23.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://atzes.com/products/wild-rose-vermentino 

 

2018 Lenton Brae Margaret River Semillon Sauvignon Blanc  
This was the stand-out wine among the sauvignon blancs and blends. It’s 
packed with gooseberry and grassy flavour and is as fresh as the 
proverbial daisy. Delicious drinking. ($24.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.lentonbrae.com/products/list/shop-online.html/ 
 

2017 Lillypilly Noble Blend  A very fresh sweet botrytised style 
with honey and orange marmalade overtones. The palate is luscious, long 
and balanced.  (Not yet released $32.00/375 ml)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.lillypilly.com.au/ 
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2018 Dogrock Rosé  This tiny Pyrenees (Vic.) winery continues 
to impress. This is Dogrock’s first rosé, and it’s a flying start. From the 
pale pink colour, to the restrained raspberry aromatics and finally the 
long, dry palate, this is a stylish, “serious” rosé that doesn’t need 
sweetness to prop it up.  ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.wineboss.com.au/Order.aspx?ref=cge&wsrc=cge 
 
2018 Smallwater Estate Roze  Bright pale pink colour. The 
strawberry/toffee apple characteristics are appealing, and the long, 
balanced palate is full of life. A very quaffable rosé.  ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://smallwaterestate.com/ 
 

 
 

2011 Freycinet Radenti Sparkling  This is as good as Australian 
sparkling wine gets. Eight years’ ageing in bottle on lees has produced 
delightful brioche and buttered toast complex notes. The palate features 
intense, restrained flavour, a creamy mousse and refreshing acidity. Put 
this Tasmanian gem on your shopping list. ($70.00)  ★★★★★ 
http://www.freycinetvineyard.com.au/order_now/order_now.html 
 

 Trophy winner 
 
 
If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 
year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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