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Penfolds Collection

took place in Melbourne. As usual, it was conducted under ideal

conditions, allowing all participants to assess the wines in their own
time. Once again a white wine was one of the stars, and best value of the
tasting. Oak hijacked a couple of the red wines this year, which was a
surprise in an era where many other producers are backing away from
overt barrel influence.

I attended the annual Penfolds Collection preview which this year

2018 Penfolds Bin 51 Eden Valley Riesling Decidedly limey. A little
forward but very fresh, offering richness of flavour backed up by acidity.
2-3 years cellaring potential. ($40.00) H k% %

2017 Penfolds Bin 311 Chardonnay Attractive white peach aroma and
flavour with nutty hints and a creamy texture. There’s a great backbone
of acid which will allow positive bottle ageing. ($50.00) % % % %

Blended from Adelaide Hills, Tasmanian and Tumbarumba material. Eight
months in used French oak (25% new).

2017 Penfolds Reserve Bin A Adelaide Hills Chardonnay A very
powerful and fresh chardonnay showing white stone fruit characteristics.
There’s a hint of funkiness and background lees nuttiness in a wine of
intensity, structure, acidity and texture. Another gem under the Bin A
label. ($125.00) % % % %

100% malolactic fermentation. 1 ees-stirred in French barrigues (40% new).

2016 Penfolds Yattarna Chardonnay Impressive white peach and
citrus aromas with very subtle lees complexity. Intense but reserved
varietal flavour built on a strong line of acidity and textural grip.
Ageworthy. ($175.00) Sk k#

Blended from Tasmanian, Henty, Adelaide Hills and Tumbarnmba material.
Eight months in nsed French barriques (35% new).
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2017 Penfolds Bin 23 Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir Fragrant nose -
more pinot than Penfolds this year. There’s some faintly herbal whole-
bunch aroma, and ample flavour supported by fine tannins and oak
which is in check. ($50.00) % %%

15% whole-bunch. Nine months in French barrigues (30% new).

2016 Penfolds Bin 138 Barossa Valley Shiraz Grenache Mataro This
is a fresh, bold, ripe blackberry style which is substantial - on the verge
of jammy. The tannins are a little chewy and coarse. ($§60.00) ***+#
72% shiraz, 16% grenache, 12% mataro. Twelve months in used French and
American oak.

2017 Penfolds Bin 2 Shiraz Mataro Intense and bright, showing dark
berties, dried herbs and graphite. Mouthfillingly delicious - fine, savoury
and long. Enjoyable now with roast red meats, but should age gracefully.
($40.00) H KK

Blended from McLaren Vale, Barossa V alley, Padthaway and Wrattonbully
material. Eight months in French (10% new) and American hogsheads.

2017 Penfolds Bin 8 Shiraz Cabernet Rich plumminess with a hint of
bramble and leaf. Rewarding, fresh, uncomplicated flavour supported by
supple tannins. ($50.00) *kk#

Blended from Barossa V alley, Padthaway and Wrattonbully material. Ten months
in French and American hogsheads.

2016 Penfolds Bin 128 Coonawarra Shiraz A surprisingly big, ripe
nose which retains freshness. The oak is apparent but not excessive. A
fairly firm red with generous, spicy dark berry flavour. ($60.00) s % %%
Twelve months in French hogsheads (30% new).

2016 Penfolds Bin 28 Kalimna Shiraz Rich, ripe blackberry aromas
with minimal oak. The pristine fruit is backed up by well managed
tannins which accompany a lingering finish. ($50.00) %%

Blended from Barossa 1 alley, McLaren Vale, Padthaway, Upper Adelaide and
Wrattonbully material. Twelve months in used American hogsheads.

2016 Penfolds Bin 150 Marananga Shiraz Plenty of ripe fruit plus oak
and VA lift. A back to the roots Penfolds red with classic “sweet” oak
and attractively firm tannins. ($100.00) s %+

Twelve months in American (25% new) and French (7% new) hogsheads and
puncheons.

2016 Penfolds Bin 407 Cabernet Sauvignon Ripe dark berry aromas
with a whiff of mint. Prominent tannins challenge the fruit which is only
just up to the task. ($100.00) 44

Blended from Coonawarra, Mclaren V ale, Barossa 1 alley, Wrattonbully and
Padthaway material. Twelve months in French (25% new) and American (9% new)
hogsheads.

2016 Penfolds Bin 389 Cabernet Shiraz Ripe blackcurrant and
blackberry aromas with a cedary, oak-derived background. The palate is
long, offering rich dark berry fruitiness and suggestions of licorice, with
tannins to match. Cellar. ($100.00) H %%

Blended from Barossa 1 alley, Coonawarra, McLaren 1 ale, Padthaway and
Wrattonbully material. Twelve months in American hogsheads (37% new).
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2015 Penfolds St Henri Shiraz The aroma of blackberry dominates the
vibrant nose. Add wafts of licorice and dark chocolate and you’re getting
the idea. The intense, supple palate is balanced, long, and relatively
uncomplicated at this early stage, but the fruit-tannin balance is petfect.
Cellar long-term and wait for layers of complexity to develop. ($135.00)
2. 8.8.8.8.¢

93% shiraz, 7% cabernet sanvignon. Blended from Mclaren 1 ale, Robe, The
Peninsulas, Barossa Valley, Wrattonbully, Adelaide Hills and Mount Benson

material. Twelve months in large vats that are over 50 years old.

2016 Penfolds Magill Estate Shiraz Rich blackberry varietal aromatics
together with toasty/charry oak. The intense fruit is supported by
savoury skin tannins, but works hard to carry the oak. ($150.00) 4 % %+
13 months in new French and American oak.

2016 Penfolds Bin 169 Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon Powerful
vibrant blackcurrant with a lash of oak which is almost pencilly. The skin
tannins are very fine, and the finish is long. However, oak this prominent
remains so for the life of a wine. ($360.00) % % ¥

13 months in new French hogsheads.

2016 Penfolds RWT Bin 798 Barossa Valley Shiraz Fragrant, intense,
subtly spicy blackberry with a kiss of high quality French oak. One of the
best RWTs - long and seamless. ($200.00) s %% *

12 months in French hogsheads (72% new).

2016 Penfolds Bin 707 Cabernet Sauvignon Fresh and intense. More
mulberry than blackcurrant. Oak certainly plays a prominent role, adding
to the fragrance and palate structure of this substantial wine. However, if
you love cabernet sauvignon, you may not love this. ($600.00) s %%
Blended from Coonawarra, MclLaren 1V ale, Barossa 1 alley and Adelaide Hills
material. 20 months in new American hogsheads.

2014 Penfolds Grange The fragrant nose of violets, roses and
blackberries catries the oak easily. The firmly structured but balanced
palate is flooded with flavour, and tannins and oak linger. A very good,
rather than great, Grange that will be long-lived. ($900.00) * %% %
Blended from Barossa 1 alley, McLaren Vale, Wrattonbully, Coonawarra, Clare
Valley and Magill Estate material. 20 months in new American hogsheads.

Lester Jesberg
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