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Recently Tasted 

ere’s a selection of wines of interest which we’ve tasted over 

the past couple of weeks. They cover a wide range of regions 

and styles, and there’s certainly some very enjoyable drinking 

to be had. There’s a little “left field” about some of them, but that’s all 

part of the fun. 

2014 Chandon Vintage Blanc de Noirs  There’s no mistaking the 

musky pinot noir aroma, and there’s a hint of breadiness as well. The 

palate is long,  structure, grip and a creamy mousse. This is more a food 

wine than an aperitif. Try it with Asian seafood or chicken dishes. 

($39.00)  ★★★★ 

2018 Tahbilk Marsanne  The fresh scents of stone fruit and pear are 

restrained, but the palate is satisfyingly long, with lively acidity. Cellar 3-5 

years. ($19.50)  ★★★★ 

2018 Soumah Single Vineyard Yarra Valley Pinot Grigio  Beautifully 

made  - very much in the dry “grigio” style. Nutty lees overtones 

enhance the vibrant pear characteristics, and the long palate is balanced 

by textural grip. Very enjoyable.  ($28.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://soumah.com.au/product-category/single-vineyard/ 

2017 Grosset Piccadilly Chardonnay  The delicate white peach aromas 

carry a hint of tropical fruit, but the nose is restrained and not 

particularly complex. Acid is the major feature of a palate that is not very 

giving at this early stage. This wine showed better after 24-36 hours’ 

breathing, which suggests that it needs a couple of years to show some 

form.  ($72.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2016 Tarrawarra Estate Reserve Yarra Valley Chardonnay  This is an 

excellent expression of the variety, reflecting faintly funky barrel ferment 

inputs. The palate is creamy and long, with well balanced firmness and 

low-key oak.  ($50.00)  ★★★★☆ 

http://www.tarrawarra.com.au/product/2016-Reserve-Chardonnay 

2018 Soumah Yarra Valley Al Fiori Rosato  Bright pale pink.  This 

unique blend of shiraz, nebbiolo and savagnin offers attractive rose petal 

aromatics. The satisfying palate is balanced by nebbiolo-influenced 

savoury tannins. Serious rosé. ($28.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://soumah.com.au/product/2017-soumah-single-vineyard-ai-fiori-

copy/ 

2017 Grosset Piccadilly Valley Pinot Noir   Bright but pale colour. 

Fragrantly floral with a herbal touch. The palate is supple, but falls short 

in intensity. ($72.00)  ★★★☆   

2016 Tarrawarra Estate Reserve Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  The nose 

offers perfumed cherry and dried herbs, leading to a well rounded palate. 

Very enjoyable drinking now, and in the short term.  ($60.00)  ★★★★ 
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2016 Maxwell Four Roads McLaren Vale Old Vine Grenache  

Attractive light red colour. The nose is fragrant, with appealing faintly 

earthy complexity. This wine doesn’t try to be huge and jammy, and 

succeeds because of that. The tannins are fine and savoury, providing the 

framework for the persistent red berry flavour. ($28.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.maxwellwines.com.au/component/com_platfform/Itemid

,124/layout,productdetails/productId,33/view,crm/ 

2016 Huntington Estate Special Reserve Mudgee Merlot  I seldom 

write growing prose about merlot, so it’s a great pleasure to do so here. 

It’s vibrantly plummy and slightly spicy, with a well judged touch of oak. 

The fruit component is impressive. It’s not huge, but it flows – backed 

up by fine tannins that coat the mouth without aggression. Well worth 

cellaring for at least ten years. ($38.00)  ★★★★☆ 

http://huntingtonestate.com.au/ 

 
2014 vintage shown 

 

2015 Terre à Terre Crayères Vineyard Reserve (60% Cabernet 

sauvignon, 20% shiraz, 20% cabernet franc)  It’s refreshing to 

encounter an Australian cabernet-based wine that isn’t dominated by 

skin tannins, oak and/or minty greenness. In this wine, the first sensory 

impression is the captivating fragrance. Oak? Yes, but t’s absorbed by 

the intense fruit. The rose petal and cranberry of the cabernet franc play 

a vital role in this seamless red from Wrattonbully. ($110.00)  Cork        

★★★★★ 

https://terreaterre.com.au/shop/ 

Lester Jesberg 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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