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’ve been on the road in Victoria for a while, and, apart from watching Winx make history, I had the 

pleasure of meeting some of our best winemakers and presenting Small Vigneron Awards trophies. 

First stop was DogRock, near a dot on the map called Crowlands, in the Pyrenees region, not far 

from Ararat. DogRock is a genuine micro-winery, operated by winemaker Allen Hart and viticulturist wife 

Andrea. They make a formidable team, and produce wines that I always find exciting. 

 
      View from DogRock cellar door towards Mt Langi Ghiran 

Allen’s offer of a few wines to taste was impossible to resist. 

2018 DogRock Degraves Road Riesling  This is not a mainstream Aussie riesling. It’s had some skin 

contact, moving it closer to Alsace than Eden Valley. Unlike many Alsatian wines, it’s bone-dry, relying 

entirely on its fruit intensity to make an impact. Fresh, lemony aromatics stand out, and the palate is long 

and lively, with balanced phenolic grip. ($25.00)  ★★★★ 

2017 DogRock Grampians Touriga National  The classic floral perfume is quite striking, and the fine 

tannins match the medium-bodied fruit perfectly on a long palate. An excellent varietal example. Only a 

tiny amount was made.  ★★★★☆ 

2017 DogRock Degraves Road Shiraz  Very perfumed and spicy, with hints of rose petal. Plush and 

beautifully balanced. A shiraz of the highest quality at a bargain price. ($35.00)  ★★★★★ 

https://fromtheproducer.com/wine/dogrock-2014-degraves-road-shiraz/ 

2016 DogRock Degraves Road Shiraz  Decidedly floral, with peppery hints. An impressive, powerful, 

medium-bodied, savoury shiraz.   ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.spokenwine.com/dogrock-winery-degraves-road-shiraz-202 
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2015 DogRock Degraves Road Shiraz  Dark cherries, violets, roses and a rack full of spices. Very fine, 

intense and long-flavoured.  ★★★★★ 

2014 DogRock Degraves Road Shiraz  Beautifully spicy red fruits with hints of dried herbs. Long, 

savoury and reserved.  ★★★★☆ 

2013 DogRock Degraves Road Shiraz  Still very youthful. A spicy dark berry style of power and depth, 

with delightfully savoury tannins.  ★★★★★ 

2012 DogRock Degraves Road Shiraz  The first faint signs of development show along with the 

vibrant dark berry fruit. The palate is intense, balanced and impressively long.  ★★★★☆ 

It’s been a long time since of tasted six consecutive vintages of a wine that are as impressive as these. 

“The star of DogRock is the vineyard.”  Allen Hart 

2017 DogRock Shiraz  Rose petal, pepper and spice. Almost as plush as the 2017 Degraves Road Shiraz.  

Amazing value. ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 

I have no doubt that DogRock is one of the best small wineries in Australia, and its wines represent 

extraordinary value. Seize the opportunity now, and support Allen and Andrea. If you live in Victoria, 

contact them to arrange a visit. You won’t regret it. 

http://dogrock.com.au/ 

ontalto, based in the Mornington Peninsula, has already left a lasting favourable impression 

with a succession of Small Vigneron Awards judges. Winemaker Simon Black has never been 

afraid to leave his stamp on Montalto’s wines, and the complexity imparted by lees contact 

and stirring, and whole berry or bunch has often made the difference in judges’ assessments. Above all, 

Simon has had high quality fruit with which to work – a tribute to the vineyard management at Montalto. 

 
                     Simon Black 
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Chardonnays aren’t sulphured until blending. The grapes are picked at 12-13 Baumé, ensuring good 

natural acidity, and are whole-bunch-pressed into barrel with solids. The wines undergo 100% malolactic 

fermentation. In the pursuit of further complexity, Simon is not averse to reusing yeast lees from previous 

vintages. 

“I want a beautiful core of fruit and tight structure. The wine must be textural.”  Simon Black 

Whole-bunch fermentation is widely used in the production of pinot noir and shiraz. Whole bunches are 

left for 10-14 days allowing the grapes to gradually split and contribute more juice to the fermentation. 

The stems are then removed and the ferment continues as per normally crushed grapes. Pigeage is also 

employed. 

 

SINGLE SITE PINOT NOIRS 

2016 Montalto Merricks Block Pinot Noir  A delightfully perfumed pinot noir, but there’s much more 

to it than that. With delicacy comes power, length and structure. A pinot noir of the highest order.  

($70.00)  ★★★★★ 

2016 Montalto Tuerong Block Pinot Noir  The dark cherry and floral aromas are very seductive, and 

they’re backed up by intense flavour on a long, silky palate.  ($70.00)  ★★★★☆ 

2016 Montalto Red Hill Block Pinot Noir  The nose, showing cherry and plum pudding, has a lot of 

appeal, as does the combination of delicacy and persistence. A very fine pinot noir.  ($70.00)  ★★★★☆ 

2016 Montalto Main Ridge Block Pinot Noir  The most delicate and perfumed of the four single site 

pinots. It has the length of flavour of the other three, and is beautifully balanced. It’s all a matter of style, 

really.  ($70.00)  ★★★★☆ 

Montalto has an excellent restaurant and a very welcoming cellar door set in beautiful surroundings, 

making visiting a very enjoyable experience. 

https://montalto.com.au/shop?product_cat=&product_range=single-vineyard&varieties=pinot-noir 

 

 

ayford wines attracted considerable attention at the 2018 Small Vigneron Awards by way of 

an outstanding 2017 Tempranillo. When I visited proprietors Bryan Nicholson (vineyard) and 

Eleana Anderson (winery), I spent several  minutes taking in the stunning view from the 

house. Mayford’s wines match the sensory delights of the scenery. 

Bryan and Eleana somehow manage to balance the demands of a young family with developing a wine 

business soundly founded on quality and dedication. 

Bryan, who planted the tempranillo, clearly takes great pleasure in its success, especially as Eleana was not 

a fan of the Spanish grape at the time. I’ve long been an enthusiast of tempranillo, and encouraged its 

introduction to the Canberra district where it is now successful in the hands of Mount Majura’s Frank 

Van de Loo. However, it seems to have found a very special home in the Mayford vineyard at 

Porepunkah near Bright in the Alpine Valleys of Victoria. 
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     Mayford 

 

THE TEMPRANILLOS 

2017 Mayford Tempranillo  Beautifully fragrant red berries, cherries and rose petal aromas. A wine of 

power and depth, with beautifully balanced fine, savoury tannins. Excellent cellaring potential. ($38.00)   

★★★★★ 

https://mayfordwines.com/mayford-shop/ 

2015 Mayford Tempranillo  Cherry and plum aromas plus a little bit of bramble. This is a supple, 

voluptuous, satisfying wine with lingering tannins. It needs a few more years in bottle.  ★★★★☆ 

2014 Mayford Tempranillo  Raspberries, mulberries and blueberries abound on a fresh nose that also 

shows hints of dried herbs and bramble-bush. Fine tannins balance the fruit that doesn’t have quite the 

length of the two younger wines.  ★★★★ 

 

Three times proves it. Mayford has staked a strong claim for the title of Australia’s best tempranillo 

Mayford accepts visitors by appointment only. 

Lester Jesberg 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

https://mayfordwines.com/mayford-shop/
http://winewise.net.au/

