November 25, 2018

2017 YARRA VALLEY PINOT NOIR

he Yarra Valley is one of a handful of Australian wine regions in

which pinot noir is truly at home. Site selection is critical, and

the cooler Upper Yarra Valley grows ever more popular with
winemakers as the planet continues to heat up, but pinot noir is
performing in a number of different locations. Healesville, the focal
point, but certainly not the coolest one, has a heat degree day summation
similar to that of Beaune in France’s Burgundy region. Healesville’s mean
January temperature is very close to Beaune’s mean July temperature as
well. Numerical averages aren’t the be all and end all, but they do suggest
that planting pinot noir in the Yarra Valley may not have been a bad
idea.

All the wines below were tasted “blind” by the Winewise panel, and are
listed in order of preference which was determined by average total

Score.

2017 Yarra Yering Pinot Noir Bright colour with hints of purple. The
nose shows intense cherries and florals, and the palate delivers length,
power and structure without any sacrifice of varietal character. It is

primary and youthful now, but has excellent cellaring potential. ($105.00)
1.8, 8.8 82¢
https://www.yarrayering.com/product/2017-pinot-noir

2017 Oakridge 864 Henk Aqueduct Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Bright
colour. Cherry and spice aromatics waft from the glass. This wine is in-
tensely varietal, and the flavour is backed but by fine, persistent tannins.
Give it time to soften and develop complexity. ($85.00) 4k kK
https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/products/21096-864-pinot-noir-

henk-aqueduct/

2017 Coldstream Hills Yarra Valley Pinot Noir The dark cherry
aromas with a hint of stem/whole bunch complexity are appealing. The
palate is long, with good structure and weight. Although enjoyable to
drink now, this wine will improve for a few years. ($27.00) %k k¥

https://shortysliquor.com.au/coldstream-hills-pinot-noir

2017 Oakridge Vineyard Series Willowlake Yarra Valley Pinot Noir
Bright cherry aromas presage similatly vibrant fruit on a palate that
features fine, beautifully balanced tannins. A stylish wine of excellent
length and cellaring potential. ($42.00) s % % * #
https://www.oakridgewines.com.au

2017 Yering Station Inverness Ridge Yarra Valley Pinot Noir The
nose is vibrant and bright, showing cherries and dried herbs. Very fine
tannins balance the long, lively, silky palate. Delicious now, but will
evolve beautifully. ($60.00 — to be released next month) *kk k¥
https://www.yering.com


https://www.yarrayering.com/product/2017-pinot-noir/
https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/products/21096-864-pinot-noir-henk-aqueduct/
https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/products/21096-864-pinot-noir-henk-aqueduct/
https://shortysliquor.com.au/coldstream-hills-pinot-noir
https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/
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2017 Tarrawarra Estate Yarra Valley Reserve Pinot Noir A wine of
complexity, power and finesse. Faint dried herb notes enhance the red
fruits nose, and the palate possesses both structure and length. Cellar 3-5
years. (Not yet released) sk %k #

2017 Rob Dolan Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Very fresh cherry with just a
caress of oak. It’s a comparatively delicate pinot noir, but offers good
persistence of flavour and fine savoury tannins. ($35.00) sk k*

https:/ /www.robdolanwines.com.au/product/2017-white-label-pinot-

noit/

2017 Mayer Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Good interaction of cherry fruit
and stems produces attractive complexity. The palate is quite firm at the
moment, but definitely has the weight of fruit to carry the tannins. A
cellaring special. ($60.00) Diam cork. k%
http://www.timomayer.com.au

2017 De Bortoli The Estate Vineyard Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Rich,
ripe berry aromas show out on a nose with attractive whole-bunch
complexity. The palate offers both fruit weight and structure, and,
although the tannins are fairly prominent, they’ll soften in the short term.
Amazing quality for the price. ($20.00) kK
https://www.winestar.com.au/de-bortoli-estate-vinevard-pinot-noir-
2017

2017 Tarrawarra Estate Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Attractive red fruits
nose with herbal overtones. The palate is nicely structured, with more
than adequate weight. Enjoyable drinking. ($28.00) * %%

2017 Greenstone Estate Series Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Perfumed
cherry nose. The fruit is fresh and varietal, but a touch light, and it
struggles to match the fine, firm tannins. (§30.00) *k k%

2017 Soumah Hexham Vineyard Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Fresh red
fruits plus a hint of stems. The palate is full of life, with a fine tannin
structure. It needs just a little more intensity. ($38.00) % * %

2017 Innocent Bystander Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Very primary red
berry/strawberry aromas. Clean and fresh, with well balanced tannins.
($25.00) ok k*

2017 Soumah Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Ripe fragrant cherry with notes
of oak and stems. The tannins are firm, requiring time to soften, but it
has potential. ($28.00) * k%

2017 Riorret (De Bortoli) The Abbey Yarra Valley Pinot Noir
Powerful ripe red fruits. Substantial but varietal. Has structure and grip.
Needs time. ($45.00) Diam cotk *% %%


https://www.robdolanwines.com.au/product/2017-white-label-pinot-noir/
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2017 Yeringberg Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Bright colour. Very fresh
and floral, but slightly shy at the moment. Faintly herbal notes provide
background complexity. This wine needs time to open up, and should

deliver the goods. ($90.00) % % %%

2017 Soumah U. Ngumby Vineyard Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Bright
red colour. Fresh cherry and strawberry aromas with some oak. Firm at
the moment. Needs time to soften. ($38.00) ****

2017 Oakridge Vineyard Series Henk Yarra Valley Pinot Noir
Bright light colout. Fresh cherry aromas. A little light and simple, but is
good current dinking. ($42.00) s % *

2017 Yering Station Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Light bright colour.
Perfumed nose. The fresh fruit and fine tannins work well together, but
the finish is slightly short. ($40.00) % %+

2017 Santolin Gruyere Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Bright colour. This
wine has vibrant dark cherry characteristics, but the oak is prominent.
($42.00) H Kk

2017 Riorret (De Bortoli) Lusatia Park Yarra Valley Pinot Noir
Light strawberry aromas with stems input. Fresh but on the lean side.
($45.00) Diam cork %%+

2017 The Wanderer Upper Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Very light
colour. Fresh nose with some toasty oak. The palate is full of life but
needs a little more fruit. ($55.00) * k¥

2017 Oakridge Vineyard Series Hazeldene Yarra Valley Pinot Noir
Fresh cherry aromas with a slight confectionery note. Bright and lively,
but a little light and acidic. ($42.00) %k *#

2017 Rob Hall Harriet’s Vineyard Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Cherries
and violets with a vegetal hint. Fresh, but firm for the fruit weight.
($40.00) H K K #

2017 Mayer Granite Upper Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Very light
colour. Fragrant, delicate, complex nose. The palate is quite light, but
paradoxically, has impressive length of flavour. It’s a style that will
certainly have its fans. ($60.00) Diam cork **%

2017 St Huberts The Stag Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Has good weight
of fruit and structure, but doesn’t have the vibrancy of the top wines.
($22.00)  * K *

2017 Stefani Estate The View Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Slightly
minty. Quite firm, chewy tannins are prominent, but it has reasonable
fruit. ($69.00) Diam cork %%
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2017 Punch Lance's Vineyard Close Planted Pinot Noir Herbal

stems character shows out over red fruits aromatics. The palate offers
good depth of fruit, but it battles with the astringency. This wine could
deliver the goods in a decade — fingers crossed! ($90.00) ** %

2017 Balgownie Estate Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Very weak colour.

Light but complex perfumed nose. Needs more fruit weight. ($45.00)
* %k

2017 Tibooburra Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Light colour. The
perfumed red fruits nose is quite light, but the palate has persistence and
fine, talc-like tannins. ($35.00) %%

2017 Tarrawarra I Block Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Rhubarb and red
berries. Firm for its weight and is slightly short on the finish, but it’s
fresh. (§35.00) %%

2017 Yarrawood Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Very pale colour. Light and
simple but fresh, with floral aromatics. ($19.00) % %%

2017 Soumah Equilibrio Hexham Vineyard Yarra Valley Pinot Noir
Red but slightly tired colour. Herbal stems input. Has admirable fruit
weight, but has been over-worked. ($77.00) 4 *%

2017 Santolin Gladysdale Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Weak colour. Red
fruits aromas. Has adequate fruit, but is comparatively advanced.
($42.00) KK+

2017 Balgownie Black Label Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Light,
developed colour. Stewed fruit aromas. Has weight and structure, but is
quite forward. ($25.00) **#

2017 Yarrawood Tall Tales Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Pale colour. The
nose is fresh, but has a decidedly green herbal edge which carries
through to the palate. ($30.00) * %%

2017 Rob Hall Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Light colour. Sautéed
strawberries nose. The palate offers plenty of flavour but is slightly dull.
($26.00) H* A

2017 Wedgetail Valley Pinot Noir Ripe, spicy perfumed nose.
Although there’s a good tannin structure, the palate is a bit plain and
advanced. ($28.00) k¥

2017 Sutherland Estate Yarra Valley Pinot Noit Advanced colour.
Ripe but developed nose. Has flavour and structure but lacks freshness.

($30.00) *k#

2017 Punt Road Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Very pale. Virtually rosé.
Very light and shows some oak. ($24.00) *%

4
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2017 Gembrook Hill Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Very pale colour. The

nose shows reduction which dominates the delicate varietal aroma. Too
much artefact for the weight of fruit. ($55.00) *%

2017 Yering Station Village Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Advanced red
fruits aromas. Firm, and lacks freshness. ($22.35) %%

2017 Rob Dolan True Colours Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Colour and
nose lack life. Rhubatb/strawberty aromas. The substantial palate verges
on “dry red”. ($20.00) %

2017 Kings Of Kangaroo Ground Thirteen31 Yarra Valley Pinot
Noir Bright colour. Cherry and strawberry aromas with some volatility.
Packed with flavour, but not 100% fresh. ($25.00) %

2017 Helen's Hill Ingram Road Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Weak
colour. Dull red fruits aroma and flavour. Lean palate. ($22.00) %

2017 Punch Lance's Vineyard Pinot Noir Light developed colout.
Vegetal overtones. Lacks freshness. ($55.00) *%

2017 Wedgetail Estate Single Vineyard Series Yarra Valley Pinot
Noir Colour has depth but is dull. Jammy, minty overtones with a very
firm finish. Lacks vibrancy. ($44.00) 4%

2017 Helen's Hill Long Walk Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Light colour.
Medicinal and gamey overtones. Hard finish. ($35.00) *

Wherever quality pinot noir is made — Australia, Burgundy, Oregon or
New Zealand — producers face the same stylistic challenges. Pre-ferment
cold soak? Whole-bunch? Stems? Post-ferment maceration? Each
approach can produce outstanding wine, but success or failure depends

on gearing the amount of winemaker input to the quality of the grapes.

We expect very young pinot noir to be fresh and balanced. Freshness is
often indicated by colour, which should be vibrant and red. The intensity
of reds and purples isn’t important — as long as the colour is bright, with
no browning. Likewise, the amount of winemaker-induced complexity
doesn’t matter — as long as the fruit can carry it. A number of wines in
this tasting were “over-engineered”. Some of the techniques mentioned
in the previous paragraph were applied when the fruit intensity simply
wasn’t up to it. Furthermore many wines were oxidised to some degree
because of the winemaking methods employed. As tasters, we do not
accept any level of oxidation or development in such young wines.

We’re certain that the top pinot noirs in this tasting will age very well and

evolve into attractive, complex wines over time.

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per
year) http://winewise.net.au/
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