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TYRRELL’S VAT 1 SEMILLON  

The screwcap years 

lthough there are a few challengers from the riesling ranks, and a 

recent build-up of strength in the chardonnay category, Tyrrell’s 

Vat 1 has long been regarded by Winewise as Australia’s No.1 

white wine. 

Vat 1 Semillon was first produced in 1963. From then until now, the 

heart of Vat 1 has been the sandy soils of Short Flat vineyard which lies 

opposite Tyrrell’s driveway on Broke Road, Pokolbin. Even though 

earlier fermentations were carried out in large old barrels, oak has never 

played a part in the aroma and flavour profiles of Vat 1 which has, for 

decades, been fermented in temperature-controlled stainless steel tanks. 

Since 2004, Vat 1 has been sealed with screwcap, which has guaranteed 

consistency in the ageing process, and that is clearly demonstrated by the 

tasting notes below. Please refer to 

https://www.tyrrells.com.au/product/vat-1-hunter-semillon/ if you 

want further background information. We’ll concentrate on the wines as 

they showed in the Winewise tasting room  a month ago. We thank 

retired Winewise director Ray Wilson who generously provided all the 

wines. 

 

2018 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  The rich, forward nose has citrus 

overtones and shows some free SO2. It’s a full-flavoured Vat 1 with 

enough acid for short-term cellaring.  ★★★ 

A 

https://www.tyrrells.com.au/product/vat-1-hunter-semillon/
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2017 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Fresh and full-flavoured, showing the 

first signs of honeyed development. Ample varietal fruit is supported by 

underlying acidity. Drink over the next few years.  ★★★★ 

2016 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Vibrant lemon aromas with a faint 

tropical fruit hint and a suggestion of soapy complexity.  The palate 

offers excellent weight and length supported by lively acidity. Give it 5-

10 years.  ★★★★☆ 

2015 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  A quite rich, fresh nose with a touch of 

Sunlight soap scent. Plenty of flavour with a good acid balance. 

Beginning to drink well.   ★★★★ 

2014 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Very fresh and lemony with a hint of 

stone fruit. It’s coming together beautifully, offering intense flavour with 

great acid support.   ★★★★☆    

2013 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Fresh, lively and lemony.  It doesn’t have  

quite the weight of the 2014, but is more backward, with acidity that will 

allow it to develop well. ($70.00)   ★★★★☆ 

https://www.winestar.com.au/tyrrells-vat-1-semillon-2013  

2012 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Lemony, with a green pea edge. Has 

weight, but the greenness dominates, and the finish is fairly tart. ($60.00)     

★★☆ 

2011 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Classic rich lemon curd aroma, with the 

beginnings of honeyed characteristics. It’s starting to show some real 

form. A classic. ($76.50)   ★★★★☆ 

http://canterburywines.net/Categories/OtherWhites.htm  

2010 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Great power and freshness, with a 

suggestion of lemon curd. Richly flavoured with excellent acid back-up. 

It’s beginning to drink well.   ★★★★☆ 

2009 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Restraint with maturity and a faint toasty 

complexity. Fresh, lemony, and of great length, with a lively acid finish. 

Another benchmark Hunter Valley semillon.  ★★★★★ 

2008 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Showing  its age aromatically, and some 

grassiness as well. The herbaceousness carries through to the palate. 

Definitely a lesser Vat 1.  ★★☆ 

2007 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Rich and lemony, together with some 

peachiness. There’s plenty of mature flavour with enough acid. Ready 

now.  ★★★★ 

 

https://www.winestar.com.au/tyrrells-vat-1-semillon-2013
http://canterburywines.net/Categories/OtherWhites.htm
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2006 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Almost perfection – offering vibrant 

lemon curd aromatics. It’s still youthful, but delivers great length and 

acidity with restraint. It’s been a “sleeper”, but now it’s well and truly 

awake.  ★★★★★ 

2005 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  A rich, fresh, mature semillon with a 

long acid line. The fruit is still full of life, indicating that this magnificent 

wine has years left in it. One of the greatest Vat 1s of all. ($175.00)        

★★★★★ 

https://www.tyrrells.com.au/product/2005-vat-1-hunter-semillon/  

2004 Tyrrell’s Vat 1 Semillon  Ageing perfectly. It’s still fresh and is 

very much in its drinking window, but is showing no signs of fading.     

★★★★☆ 

 

Like any single-region wine, Vat 1 reflects the conditions that prevailed 

during the growing period and vintage. Consequently we see the 

occasional plump wine (e.g. 2018 and 2017) due to very hot conditions, 

and a couple with distinctly green notes from the difficult 2012 and 2008 

vintages. But, overall, quality runs deeply through this unbroken line of 

fifteen wines where there’s no need to factor in variation due to corks. 

Given its 55 year history and consistent high quality, Vat 1 can justifiably 

claim the title of Australia’s leading semillon. That automatically makes it 

the world’s best dry semillon, and puts it shoulder to shoulder with a 

handful of other Australian wines which have legitimate claims to 

greatness. 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

 

https://www.tyrrells.com.au/product/2005-vat-1-hunter-semillon/
http://winewise.net.au/

