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Rosés for summer drinking 

ot many years ago we bemoaned the lack of rosé because it 

seemed to be the ideal wine for Australia’s long hot summers. 

It was a matter of “be careful what you wish for”, because the 

floodgates opened. At least the initial leaning to sweetness has swung to 

the dry side, but few labels, front or back offer consumers guidance in 

that regard. 

We’re happy to have found some joy in this tasting, as some producers 

are putting serious work into rosé. 

      

 

2018 West Cape Howe Tempranillo Rosé  Bright pink. Fresh and 

fragrant. Quite delicious, fruity, dry and balanced, with a pleasing tannin 

grip. This is what we’re looking for in rosé. ($14.45)       ★★★★☆ 

http://www.westcapehowewines.com.au/Wines/details.aspx?_item=133  

2018 Tarrawarra Yarra Valley Pinot Noir Rosé  Pale pink. Very 

attractive varietal aromatics. Beautifully executed – packed with pinot 

goodness perfectly balanced by gentle tannins. ($21.00)  ★★★★☆ 

http://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-

list/liquor/red-wine/tarrawarra-estate-rose-2018-197828.html  
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2018 Red Knot By Shingleback McLaren Vale – Adelaide Hills 

Rosé  Very pale pink. Fresh rose petal aromatics. The dry palate delivers 

satisfying flavour with a light, pleasant tannin grip. ($18.00 exclusive to 

First Choice and Vintage Cellars)  ★★★★ 

2018 West Cape Howe Mt Barker Rosé  Bright pale pink. Fresh 

strawberry aromas. The palate is full of fruit and life, finishing with a well 

balanced tannin dryness. ($22.00)  ★★★★ 

2018 Bremerton Langhorne Creek Racy Rosé  Pink. Vibrant red 

fruits aromas. The palate delivers balance, freshness and plenty of 

flavour. Good drinking. ($17.00)  ★★★★ 

2018 Yalumba The Y Series Sangiovese Rosé  Pale pink.  Attractive 

scents of red fruits with spicy nuances. Varietal tannins make their 

presence felt and contribute a dry finish, but don’t dominate palate. 

($15.00)  ★★★☆ 

2018 The Natural Wine Co Organic Rosé  Pale pink. Very fruity nose 

reflecting strawberry – and even mango. The fruitiness continues 

through to a fresh, soft palate. ($18.00)  ★★★☆ 

2018 Huntington Estate Mudgee Dry Pinot Noir Rosé  Bright pink. 

Strongly varietal scents of strawberries and cherries. Quite a big rosé 

which is rich and comparatively firm, but it’s fresh and in style.  ($25.00)  

★★★☆ 

2018 Zonte’s Footstep Scarlet Ladybird Fleurieu Rosé  Bright pink. 

Musk-stick confection notes. Fruity, but the tannins are a little coarse 

and firm. ($22.00)   ★★★ 

Jacob’s Creek Le Petit Rosé  Pale pink.  Quite subdued red fruits nose. 

On the light side, with a comparatively firm finish. ($18.00)  ★★☆ 

2018 Hay Shed Hill Margaret River Pinot Noir Rosé  Pale pink. Very 

perfumed and varietal. Although there’s no lack of flavour, there’s a 

volatile edge to the finish. ($20.00)  ★★☆ 

Rosé is a wine of the moment. We tasted these wines on 11 December, 

and the reviews are valid for a couple of months. Like all wines, rosé 

changes over time, but the changes can be rapid, and not always for the 

best. Enjoy the top wines from this tasting over the Christmas-New Year 

period when they’re at their freshest and best. 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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