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McLaren Vale Grenache Blends  
 

art two of our McLaren Vale grenache coverage features blends 

containing grenache. The grenache influence varied dramatically 

from wine to wine, so we focused, as usual, on freshness, 

intensity and balance. A wine did not have to show strong grenache 

character to fare well. 

 

2017 S.C. Pannell The Vale Shiraz Grenache  Powerful blackberry, 
dark cherry and spices with hints of dark chocolate. Very fresh. 
Complete and rounded, framed within savoury tannins. ($40.00)  2016 
Vintage currently on sale.   ★★★★☆ 

 

 

 
2018 Shingleback Red Knot McLaren Vale GSM  Fresh raspberry 
and floral aromas. The palate is vibrant and impressive, balanced by fine 
tannins. Drink now. Great value.  ($15.00)  2018 Vintage soon to be 
released.   ★★★★☆ 
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2018 Shingleback Local Heroes McLaren Vale Shiraz Grenache  
Floral, powerful nose. The palate is substantial and comparatively firm, 
showing the majority shiraz component. A very bright, enjoyable wine.  
($25.00) This vintage has not yet been released.  ★★★★☆ 
 

2016 d'Arenberg d'Arry's Original McLaren Vale Shiraz Grenache  
Definitely shiraz over grenache. Plenty of fresh blackberry and spices on 
the nose. Structured, long and mouthfilling. ($20.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.darenberg.com.au/ 
 

2016 d'Arenberg The Ironstone Pressings McLaren Vale Grenache 
Shiraz Mourvèdre  Dark cherry and multiple berry aromas. Opulent 
and impressive, with a good firm structure. Cellar. ($75.00)  ★★★★ 
 

2017 S.C. Pannell McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz Touriga  Fresh 
ripe dark berry and floral perfume. Rewarding flavour backed up by 
slightly savoury tannins. ($30.00)  ★★★★ 
 
2017 Bekkers McLaren Vale Syrah Grenache  Rich and plummy, with 
appealing touches of spiciness and dried herbs. Fresh and substantial.  
(N.A.)  ★★★★ 
 

2016 d'Arenberg The Bonsai Vine McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz 
Mourvèdre  Rich fresh blackberry with raspberry overtones. The shiraz 
and mourvèdre assert themselves, but the grenache isn’t overwhelmed.   
($29.00)  ★★★★ 
 

2016 Bekkers McLaren Vale Syrah Grenache  Ripe sour cherry and 
faintly herbal aromas. Fresh, full and well rounded, with fine tannins.  
($80.00)  ★★★★ 
 

2016 Pirramimma Ironstone McLaren Vale GSM  Bright dark cherry 
aromas.  Full-on flavour with appropriate structure and commendable 
freshness.  (N.A.)  ★★★★ 
 

2015 Bekkers McLaren Vale Syrah Grenache  Showing some 
maturity, but alsos attractive red fruits with hits of leather and bay leaf.  
(N.A.)  ★★★☆  
 

2018 Grancari Estate Preservative Free Single Vineyard McLaren 
Vale Grenache Shiraz  Dark cherries and red berries. A juicy mouthful 
of wine with a warm finish.  ($15.00)   ★★★☆ 
 

2016 Fox Creek Postmaster McLaren Vale GSM  Ripe, fragrant, 
raspberry grenache aromas. A little forward, but has generous flavour 
and is drinking well now.  ($29.00)   ★★★☆ 
 

2018 Geddes Seldom Inn McLaren Vale Grenache Mourvèdre  
Spicy red berry with a hint of vanilla. Plenty of flavour. Balanced and 
ready. Firm finish. ($20.00)  ★★★☆  
 

2017 Blackbilly McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz Mourvèdre  Rich 
and plummy. Nice touch of spice. Fresh and substantial. Slightly furry 
tannins. ($25.00)   ★★★☆  
 

2014 Pirramimma Katunga McLaren Vale GTS (Grenache, tannat, 
shiraz)  Floral, spicy nose with mature notes. Drying finish. Drink now.  
($20.00)   ★★★  

https://www.darenberg.com.au/
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2018 Grancari Estate McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz  Ripe and 
flavoursome but a little too advanced for its young age. ($18.00)   ★★★ 
 
2016 Shottesbrooke McLaren Vale GSM   Pale advanced colour. Light 
and developed, with a slightly green edge. ($21.00)  ★★☆  
 
2015 La Curio The Nubile McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz Mataro  
Light colour. Slightly advanced red fruits. Dry on finish. ($25.00)  ★★☆ 
 
2017 Gemtree Cinnabar McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz Mourvèdre  
Slightly advanced colour. Reasonable fruit which is beginning to fade. 
($25.00)  ★★☆ 
 
2012 Noon Eclipse McLaren Vale (88% Grenache, 9% shiraz, 3% 
graciano) Slightly over-mature. Earthy/green herb characteristics show 
out. Adequate fruit. (N.A.)  ★★☆ 
 
2018 Chapel Hill The Parson McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz 
Mourvèdre Comparatively light and simple. Firm but balanced. Lacks 
intensity and is slightly dull. ($18.00)   ★★☆  
 
2017 Wirra Wirra Original Blend McLaren Vale Grenache Shiraz  
Weak colour. Light cherry. Slightly herbal.  ($22.50)  ★★☆ 
 
2016 Grancari Estate McLaren Vale Shiraz Grenache  Dense aroma 
and flavour, but slightly over-ripe. Also a hint of  volatility. ($18.00)  ★★  
 
2013 Oxenberry Two Tribes McLaren Vale Shiraz Grenache  Ripe, 
mature, slightly jammy. Drying out.  ($25.00)  ★★ 
 
 

Some winemakers believe that it is impossible to make a top-notch 

grenache without the addition of at least a little shiraz. In fact, some feel 

that the best use of grenache is in the types of blends we see in this 

tasting.  

Certainly, the GS, GSM and GST blends work well, and in most cases 

the grenache component contributes softness and perfume, producing 

wines that are accessible at an early stage of their development. 

S.C. Pannell Smart However, the wines that excited us most were the 

Clarendon Grenache and S.C. Pannell Old McDonald McLaren Vale 

Grenache. Both are 100% grenache, and as wine styles they echo the 

French “pinot du sud” philosophy. The catch is that it takes exceptional 

grenache to make pure varietal wines like those. 

 

NOTE: Andrew Thomas is about to showcase his shiraz wines 

from the stellar 2017 Hunter vintage at a series of dinners. Check 

out https://www.thomaswines.com.au/Wines---Shop/Events 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only (($35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

https://www.thomaswines.com.au/Wines---Shop/Events
http://winewise.net.au/

