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STARS OF THE PAST WEEK 

ith the Winewise Championship in countdown mode, we still 

managed to squeeze in some tasting this week. We review a 

few of the more interesting wines below, managing to cover 

white, rosé and red. As usual there’s some good value. 

2018 Tyrrell’s Hunter Valley Chardonnay  If you want to judge the 

quality of a wine producer, it’s often wise to start near the bottom of the 

range than the top. Here’s an example. This is a very fresh young 

chardonnay  with a touch of nougat complexity and a nicely textural 

★★★★☆palate. Excellent value.  ($25.00)   

https://www.tyrrells.com.au/product/hunter-valley-chardonnay/ 

2017 Castle Rock Estate A & W Reserve Porongurup Riesling  A 

delicate floral style of considerable length and fineness, with a bone dry 

finish. Very much a purist’s style.  ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://castlerockestate.com.au/ 

2018 d’Arenberg The Money Spider McLaren Vale Roussanne  The 

fresh stone fruit nose is impressive, as is the varietal flavour which fills 

the palate and deals with the phenolic grip. Goes well with Asian chicken 

dishes.  ($20.00)  ★★★★ 

2017 Contentious Character Chardonnay  The Canberra district has 

an ordinary record with chardonnay, so this wine is something of a 

shining light. Vibrant delicate white peach aromas are backed up by a 

touch of nutty lees character, and the palate delivers length and 

★★★★ satisfaction, with a chalky grip and a lively acid finish.  ($35.00)  

2018 Vinaceous Salome Western Australia Tempranillo Rosé  

Delicate red fruits and rose petal aromas herald a deliciously dry palate. 

We need more rosés like this. ($22.00)  ★★★★ 

2017 Andrew Thomas Two Of A Kind Shiraz  This Hunter Valley-

McLaren Vale blend has an attractively floral nose that is very appealing. 

The palate is no let-down, offering rich dark berry flavour, freshness and 

★★★★☆length. Excellent drinking.  ($25.00)   

https://www.thomaswines.com.au/product/2017-Two-of-a-Kind-

Shiraz 

2015 Tim Adams Clare Valley The Fergus (Grenache, tempranillo, 

malbec)  A very engaging mixed berries and spice style with fine 

★★★★☆ savoury tannins. A darned good drink.  ($25.00)  

https://www.timadamswines.com.au/products/22558-the-fergus/ 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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