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HUNTER SHIRAZ 

fter a significant interruption from the Winewise Championship, 

we sign off on our Hunter shiraz tasting with wines from any 

vintage, excluding 2014 and 2017. It’s a great line-up of wines 

mature and young, showing how well the top-quality Hunter reds age. 

 

2009 Andrew Thomas Kiss Hunter Valley Shiraz  Impressive power 

and freshness in a wine that is still youthful, with many years ahead of it. 

The fine tannins provide perfect structure and the finish is long. A 

classic medium-bodied Hunter style. (Not available)  ★★★★★ 

2007 Colvin Wines De Beyers Vineyard Shiraz  Very impressive 

colour, still flashing hints of purple. The fragrant red berry nose is  

comparatively primary. The intense silky palate is captivating, but this 

wine will evolve beautifully for another decade or more. ($540 per half 

dozen)   ★★★★★ 

https://www.colvinwines.com.au/wines/#shiraz 

 

2009 Pokolbin Estate Reserve Hunter Valley Shiraz  The nose is of 

fresh but slightly closed red fruits, and the generous lively palate bears a 

touch of regional tilled earth. Fine tannins provide perfect balance. 

Needs time. ($60.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.pokolbinestate.com.au/shop/ 

 

2016 Tintilla Estate Patriarch Hunter Valley Shiraz  Great purple 

colour. The nose offers vibrant red fruits and spice, and the fresh palate 

is supple and persistent, with a fine tannin framework. (Not yet available)   

★★★★☆ 

 

2003 Pokolbin Estate Reserve Hunter Valley Shiraz Strong colour. 

Classic Hunter bouquet showing powerful fruit with some leathery 

maturity. Has decades ahead of it, but is beginning to drink well. Fairly 

firm but beautifully balanced. ($60.00)   ★★★★☆ 

https://www.pokolbinestate.com.au/shop/ 
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2011 Pokolbin Estate Reserve Hunter Valley Shiraz  A fresh, ripe, 

dark cherry/plum style which is beginning to drink very well. Classically 

regional and medium-bodied. ($60.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.pokolbinestate.com.au/shop/ 

2013 Draytons William Hunter Valley Shiraz  Very fresh red berry 

and tilled earth plus some oak. Medium-bodied and savoury. (Not yet 

released)  ★★★★ 

2010 Sweetwater Hunter Valley Shiraz  Ripe and plummy but still 

fresh. A good medium-bodied straightforward style with rewarding 

flavour. (Not available) ★★★★ 

2016 Ridgeview Generations Reserve Hunter Valley Shiraz  Ripe 

and earthy. Fresh enough. Good fruit supported by fine tannins. ($40.00) 

★★★★ 

2005 Pokolbin Estate Reserve Hunter Valley Shiraz  Lovely dark 

berry fruit together with tilled earth and faint leather. Still very fresh. A 

finely structured, medium-bodied style. ($60.00)   ★★★★ 

2013 David Hook Old Vines Belford Shiraz  Blackberry with a touch 

of spice. Drinking well. Adequate fruit backed by fine tannins.   ★★★☆ 

2016 Tintilla Estate Reserve Hunter Valley Shiraz  Great colour. 

Fresh, floral, toasty nose. Very lively palate which finishes with acidity.      

★★★☆ 

2010 Pokolbin Estate Reserve Hunter Valley Shiraz  Impressive red 

fruits with a touch of toasty oak. Slightly light but fresh.   ★★★☆ 

2011 Draytons Joseph Hunter Valley Shiraz  Lightish, showing a hint 

of leather. True Hunter medium-bodied drinking now.   ★★★☆ 

2005 Sweetwater Hermitage Shiraz  Mature, with a leathery edge. 

Nearing or at its peak..    ★★★☆ 

2007 Sweetwater Hunter Valley Shiraz  Red fruits together with slight 

earthiness and a herbal touch. Adequate fruit. Slightly too firm for its 

weight.   ★★★ 

2011 Andrew Thomas Kiss Hunter Valley Shiraz  Fresh, but has a 

vegetal touch which detracts. The palate is clean and balanced.  ★★★ 

2013 Draytons Heritage Vines Hunter Valley Shiraz  Dark berry 

nose with tilled earth and leather. Quite firm for the fruit weight. ★★★ 

2015 Gartelmann Wilhelm Hunter Valley Shiraz  Light strawberry/ 

raspberry nose. Fresh but lean.  ★★★ 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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