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CHAMPIONSHIP 

PINOT NOIR 

 

here are certainly some exciting wines in this line-up – wines of 
world class in fact – but, considering that every wine is a gold 
medal winner, the class has a fairly long tail. Whether we’re 

judging young  pinot noir from Australia, France, USA or New Zealand, 
we look for freshness, brightness of colour and depth of fruit. There’s a 
tendency to reward “pretty” wines in Australian shows – wines that 
feature oak and/or stemmy aromas but lack fruit length and intensity.  
 
You may be assured that our  ★★★★★  and  ★★★★☆  wines have the 
“bells and whistles”, but also deliver freshness, structure and power, 
making them suitable for cellaring. 
 
 

 
 
 
2017 Handpicked Wines Capella Vineyard Mornington Peninsula 
Pinot Noir   The perfumed cherry aromas carry subtle dried herbs notes 
and are particularly alluring. The silky palate is vibrant, long and intense, 
balanced by fine, firm tannins.  ($80.00)   ★★★★★ 
https://www.handpickedwines.com.au/2017-pinot-noir-single-
vineyardcapella-mornington-peninsula 
 
2017 Yarra Yering Pinot Noir  Bright colour with hints of purple. An 
intense floral/dark cherry style of substance, freshness and balance. 
Although it’s comparatively reserved now, this wine shares some 
characteristics with fine Volnay and is definitely one to cellar.  ($105.00)   
★★★★★ 
https://www.yarrayering.com/product-category/yarra-yering-pinot-
noir/ 
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2017 Handpicked Wines Collection Mornington Peninsula Pinot 
Noir  Shows powerful cherry aromas and flavours with a faintly savoury 
note possibly derived from lees contact. The rich velvety palate is a 
winner. ($60.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.handpickedwines.com.au/2017-pinot-noir-
collectionmornington-peninsula 
 
2017 Montalto Tuerong Block Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  
Spicy cherry aromas with positive hints of stem and oak.  The long, silky 
palate is matched beautifully by the fine tannin framework.  ($70.00)      
★★★★☆  
https://montalto.com.au/varieties/pinot-noir/ 
 
2017 Quiet Mutiny Venus Rising Tasmania Pinot Noir   The fresh 
dark cherry aromas are enhanced by hints of dried herbs and well 
seasoned oak. The impressive palate has a silky feel, and the tannins fold 
in perfectly.  ($47.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://quietmutiny.wine/ 
 
2017 Montalto Pennon Hill Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  
Although it’s a more elegant, early-drinking style, the Pennon Hill offers 
commendable varietal flavour and engaging complex nuances.  ($34.00)  
★★★★☆ 
https://montalto.com.au/varieties/pinot-noir/ 
 
2016 Lane's End Macedon Ranges Pinot Noir   This is a pinot noir 
of substance which echoes some of the wines of Pommard. The 
structure is comparatively firm, but the intense varietal flavour carries it 
well. Cellar. ($44.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.banksfinewine.com.au/lanes-end-pinot-noir-2016.html 
 
2017 Clyde Park Estate Geelong Pinot Noir   A classy pinot that is 
packed with cherry-scented varietal fruit. There’s also a faintly herbal 
whole bunch input which adds a beguiling note. Skilfully composed. 
($45.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.clydepark.com.au/shop-order/ 
 
2017 Mitchell Harris Wightwick Vineyard Ballarat Pinot Noir  This 
wine features ripe aromas and flavours that are still quite fresh and lively. 
There’s a confection-like note to the nose which interplays with a touch 
of whole bunch character. The palate is fruit-driven and well balanced. 
($35.00)   ★★★★ 
 
2017 Montalto Estate Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  Quite an 
edgy pinot showing some stems character on the red berry nose. The 
palate has good length and structure.  ($50.00)   ★★★★ 
 
2016 Bream Creek Reserve Tasmania Pinot Noir  A pinot noir of 
great power matched by tannin structure and oak. The aromas and 
flavours in this wine tended to dark berry, and, while the depth of 
flavour impressed, there were questions about the level of oak.  ($60.00)  
★★★★ 
 
2018 Riposte The Dagger Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir  A very 
impressive youthful, early-drinking pinot with rewarding dark cherry 
flavour. It’s great value for money, but was out-gunned in this line-up.  
($22.00)   ★★★★ 
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2017 Riposte The Sabre Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir   Quite pale 
colour. Herbal overtones slightly overshadow the fresh but light fruit. 
However, there’s short-term drinking pleasure to be had.  ($35.00)         
★★★☆ 
 
2016 Handpicked Wines Capella Vineyard Mornington Peninsula 
Pinot Noir  The colour is quite developed. Although there’s adequate 
fruit, oak tends to dominate. There’s also a funky, sulphidic edge to the 
wine. ($80.00)  ★★★ 

 
2016 Paringa Estate Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir   The 
intensity of varietal fruit is more than adequate, but the oak is still the 
major feature. ($60.00)  ★★★ 
 
2017 Shaw + Smith Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir   Quite weak colour. A 
fresh varietal wine that lacks substance. ($40.00)  ★★★ 
 
2017 Byrne Sutherlands Creek Geelong Pinot Noir  Colour slightly 
light. Herbal overtones tend to suppress the fresh cherry fruit.  ($38.00)  
★★★ 
 
2017 Terindah Estate Single Vineyard Bellarine Peninsula Pinot 
Noir  Rich, with pronounced herbal complexity. The palate is solid, but 
comparatively advanced.  ($37.00)  ★★☆ 
 
2017 Pike and Joyce Wines Vue Du Nord Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir  
Browning colour. Appears to be stem-dominant and is drying out. 
($38.00)   ★★ 
 
2017 Sidewood 777 Adelaide Hills Pinot Noir  Weak colour. Quite 
vegetal.  ($34.00)   ★★ 
 

 

 

________________________________________________________ 

RATING SCALE 

★★★★★ Outstanding  97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96     Gold/silver 

★★★★    Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆    Recommended  87-89  Bronze 

★★★      Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆      Agreeable  82-84 

★★        Acceptable  80-82 

★☆        Acceptable  77-79 

★          Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆          Unacceptable  71-73 

No stars       Undrinkable  <71 

________________________________________________________ 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

http://winewise.net.au/

