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CHAMPIONSHIP 

SPARKLING 

o be bluntly honest, we didn’t expect the sparkling class to be as 
strong as it was. The availability of champagne from the major 
French houses at around the $40.00 has undoubtedly made life 

difficult for the makers of premium Australian sparkling wine, but this 
tasting demonstrates that domestic quality is high. 
 
Medallion Winner  2012 Pirie Vintage Sparkling  The pristine 

Tasmanian fruit helped push this wine to the top, but there’s much more 
than that. The bready complexity adds considerably, as do the fine 
mousse and lively acidity. ($40.00)   ★★★★★  
https://www.brownbrothers.com.au/product/sparkling-vintage-2012/ 
 
2012 Brown Brothers Patricia Pinot Noir Chardonnay  An elegant, 
fresh, dry sparkling wine with complex brioche overtones. The palate is 
impressively long and creamy. Made from high altitude King Valley fruit. 
($47.15)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.brownbrothers.com.au/product/patricia-pinot-noir-
chardonnay-brut-2012/ 
 
NV Swift Cuvée (Printhie) This is a vibrant, restrained wine which is 
both long and creamy in the mouth. Chardonnay apple-grapefruit shows 
through, but there’s also a touch of pinot noir muskiness. First class. 
($40.00)  ★★★★☆  
https://www.swiftsparkling.com.au/collections/swift-sparkling-
collection/products/swift-nv-cuvee 
 
2015 Taltarni Blanc de Blancs Apple-like aromas of chardonnay are 
enhanced by a hint of breadiness. This is an intense Pyrenees apéritif 
style with a fine mousse and a long finish. It’s a bargain. ($26.00)  
★★★★☆ 
https://www.taltarni.com.au/our-wines/blanc-de-blancs/# 
 
2013 Sidewood Isabella Rosé  An attractive pink style showing hints of 
strawberry and musk. The touch of firmness on the finish is an asset, as 
it supports the intense flavour.  ($32.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_661132/sidewood-
isabella-sparkling-rose 
 
2011 Freycinet Radenti Sparkling  A rich, complex Tasmanian wine 
with a brioche overtone. The acidity provides an excellent backbone for 
the long, creamy palate.  ($65.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.winesquare.com.au/2011-freycinet-radenti-sparkling-
bicheno-tasmania.html 
 
2011 Blue Pyrenees Midnight Cuvée  This is a very fresh bubbly with 
just a touch of bready complexity. The palate is very fine and long, with a 
lively and persistent  mousse.  ($90.00 per magnum)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.bluepyrenees.com.au/products/16361-blue-pyrenees-
midnight-cuv-e-magnum/ 
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NV Sidewood Sparkling  A fresh, flavoursome wine that lacks the 
complexity for a higher score.   ★★★★  
 
2015 Blue Pyrenees Midnight Cuvée  A well made, fresh sparkling 
wine that is on the simple side.   ★★★★   
 
2005 Bream Creek Late Disgorge Sparkling  Although the palate is 
attractively textured, the mature notes dominate the aromatics.  ★★★   
 
2008 Mount Charlie Olivia-Olive Sparkling Macedon  Quite nutty 
and aldehydic.  ★★☆ 
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RATING SCALE 

★★★★★ Outstanding  97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96     Gold/silver 

★★★★    Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆    Recommended  87-89  Bronze 

★★★      Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆      Agreeable  82-84 

★★        Acceptable  80-82 

★☆        Acceptable  77-79 

★          Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆          Unacceptable  71-73 

No stars       Undrinkable  <71 

________________________________________________________ 
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