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CHAMPIONSHIP 

2016 & OLDER 

SHIRAZ 

ines in the top half of the tasting were all considered to be of 
gold medal standard or very close to it. However, we were 
disappointed in the number of entries that, in our opinion, fell 

short. Bleasdale fared particularly well in the Championship, and is a 
leader in the under-rated region of Langhorne Creek. 
 
 

 
 
 
Medallion Winner  2016 Bleasdale Generations Langhorne Creek 

Shiraz  This wine was awarded two trophies at the 2018 Adelaide Wine 
Show, and we totally agree with the judges. The fresh dark berry/cherry 
characteristics have considerable appeal, and the palate has impressive 
length and structure.  ($35.00 – if you can find any)   ★★★★☆ 
 
2016 Garner's Heritage Wines Leon's Shiraz  Garner’s always does 
well in our tastings so it’s no surprise to see two wines in the top five. 
The intense berry/cherry/spice aromas reflect grape and site perfectly.  
It’s a vibrant, balanced wine with sympathetic oak handling. ($30.00)          
★★★★☆ 
 
2016 Shingleback D Block Reserve McLaren Vale Shiraz  This is a 
beautiful, opulent dark berry style that is a regional gem. It’s packed with 
fresh flavour and is very well balanced.  (Not yet available)    ★★★★☆ 
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Medallion Winner  2013 Yalumba The Octavius Shiraz  While this 

wine isn’t oak-driven, barrels play a significant role in its make-up. The 
ripe Barossa fruit carries the oak with aplomb, and the dark chocolate 
notes are in tune.  ($100.00)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2015 Garner's Heritage Wines Leon's Shiraz  A very stylish shiraz 
packed with dark ripe fruit and offering great length of flavour. The fine, 
firm tannins are seamlessly incorporated into the palate.  ($30.00)          
★★★★☆ 
http://www.garnerswine.com.au/downloads/order.pdf 
 
2016 Bird in Hand Adelaide Hills Syrah  This is a complex, beguiling 
wine that certainly shares some characteristics with wines of the northern 
Rhône.  The violet-like perfume is enhanced by hints of stem and 
charcuterie, and the fine, medium-weight palate is beautifully balanced.  
($40.00)   ★★★★☆ 
http://www.birdinhand.com.au/shop/red-wine/bird-in-hand-syrah-
2016.html 
 
2015 Shingleback D Block Reserve McLaren Vale Shiraz  With three 
wines in the top ten, Shingleback clearly made a very favourable 
impression. This lively 2015 shows more red than black fruits, but 
delivers excellent length of flavour backed up by fine tannins.  ($55.00)   
★★★★ 
http://www.shingleback.com.au/products/d-block/d-block-reserve-2 
 
2014 Shingleback D Block Reserve McLaren Vale Shiraz  There’s 
good weight of dark berry fruit in this very fresh shiraz, and the tannins 
provide just-right structure.  A great example of richness allied with 
balance.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 d'Arenberg The Love Grass McLaren Vale Shiraz  The tannins 
are quite robust and need time to soften, but the fruit is ripe, rich and 
fresh.  Give it 3-5 years at least.  ($25.00)   ★★★★ 
https://www.darenberg.com.au/the-love-grass-shiraz-2016 
 
2016 Atze's Corner The Bachelor Barossa Valley Shiraz  This is a 
big, ripe style that won’t be everyone’s favourite, but it retains its 
freshness and delivers layers of flavour in the traditional Barossa style. 
($35.00)  ★★★★ 
https://atzes.com/collections/all/products/the-bachelor-2016-shiraz 
 
2016 The Gate McLaren Vale Shiraz (Shingleback)  A rich 
blackberry-scented shiraz with a hint of spiciness.  The oak is very well 
handled and the palate is full of life. ($39.95)   ★★★★ 
http://www.shingleback.com.au/products/the-gate/shingleback-the-
gate 
 
2016 Sanguine Estate Progeny Heathcote Shiraz  A rich, ripe dark 
berry style with fine, mouth-coating tannins. It needs a few years in 
bottle.  ★★★★ 
 
2016 Mount Benson Estate Syrah  Although it’s fairly oaky, the dark 
berry aromas and flavours have considerable appeal. Give it a year or 
two to settle down.  ($45.00)  ★★★★ 
https://www.mountbensonestate.com.au/store 
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2016 Z Wines Poole Old Vine Shiraz  A supple & generous shiraz with 
attractive, ripe  blackberry and blackcurrant aromas and flavours. A wine 
that is true to its Barossa roots. ($120.00)  ★★★★ 
https://zwine.com.au/product/2016-poole-old-vine-barossa-valley-
shiraz 
 
2016 Maygars Hill Shiraz  This Strathbogie Ranges (Vic.) shiraz is 
fragrant, and has an attractive herbal complexity which enhances the 
vibrant varietal aroma and flavour.  ($30.00)   ★★★★ 
http://www.maygarshill.com.au/2015-shiraz 
 
2016 Terindah Estate Single Vineyard Bellarine Peninsula Shiraz  
A slightly funky dark cherry style which seems to reflect some whole 
bunch usage. The complexity submerges the fruit somewhat.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Talbot's Block The Prince Shiraz  Very ripe, but minty. Slightly 
advanced, with firm tannins.   ★★★☆ 
 
2016 West Cape Howe Two Steps Shiraz  A clean, precise, 
blackberry/spice shiraz that needs a little more fruit weight.  ★★★☆ 
 
2015 McWilliam's Single Vineyard Hilltops Shiraz  A richly 
flavoured shiraz that is quite firm and oaky.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Berrigan Wines Mount Benson Shiraz  A big, ripe blackberry 
style with plenty of oak.    ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Paperboy Wine Co The Headliner McLaren Vale Shiraz  A 
generously flavoured blackberry style that is still quite firm and needs 
time to soften.  ★★★ 
 
2016 Tahbilk Eric Stevens Purbrick Shiraz  Varietal, but slightly 
forward, with smoky bacon overtones.   ★★☆ 
 
2015 Redman Coonawarra Shiraz  Light and minty.   ★★☆ 
 
2014 Sweetwater Hunter Valley Shiraz  Oaky, with drying tannins.    
★★☆ 
 
2016 Grove Estate The Cellar Block Shiraz  Viognier  Fairly light 
colour. Strong herbal overtones tend to dominate.   ★★☆ 
 
2016 Z Wines Hein Ancestor Vine Shiraz  Corked   ★★ 

 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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