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CHAMPIONSHIP 

OTHER DRY WHITE 

here possible, the wines were judged in varietal brackets so we 
could compare like with like as much as we could. The fact 
that six different varieties shared the seven gold medals shows 

that it’s worth looking outside the mainstream grapes for some 
interesting drinking. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Medallion Winner  2018 Symphony Hill Wines Fiano  A fresh, rich 

white showing peach and citrus characteristics. The palate is opulent, 
with beautifully integrated textural phenolics.  ($45.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://symphonyhill.com.au/shop/2017-fiano/ 
 
2017 Yalumba The Virgilius Eden Valley Viognier  Fresh & gingery, 
with fine phenolics. A spot-on, subtle viognier that has an elusive 
“slippery” texture. ($50.00- $38.00 with any 6 bottle purchase)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.summerhillwineshop.com.au/product/2017-yalumba-the-
virgilius-viognier-eden-valley/ 
 
2018 Hahndorf Hill Adelaide Hills Pinot Grigio  The rich varietal 
pear aromas lead onto a satisfying, balanced palate with a dry finish. 
($25.00)    ★★★★☆ 
https://www.hahndorfhillwinery.com.au/Buy-Online 
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2012 Tahbilk Marsanne  This is a fine example of a mature Australian 
classic. The honeysuckle aromas retain impressive freshness, and the 
richness of the palate is balanced by acidity.  ($21.95)     ★★★★☆  
https://fromtheproducer.com/wine/tahbilk-marsanne-2012/ 
 
Medallion Winner  2018 Bird in Hand Adelaide Hills Sauvignon 

Blanc  A pristine gooseberry/passionfruit style that retains its freshness 
and fruitiness. Racy acidity features on a long finish.  ($22.00)   ★★★★☆ 
http://www.aussiewines.com.au//wine_Growing_Regions.php?pid=29
09&page=90&s=&f=&wines=SouthAustralia 
 

2018 Devil's Corner Tasmania Pinot Grigio  The fresh pear aromas 
have a slightly musky lift. Powdery phenolics add structure to the long 
palate.  ($16.00)   ★★★★☆  
https://winesellersdirect.com.au/devils-corner-pinot-grigio-2018.html# 
 

2018 Symphony Hill Wines Gewürztraminer  The musk stick 
aromatics are strongly varietal, and the impressive fruit weight is backed 
up by acidity and textural grip.  ($45.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://symphonyhill.com.au/shop/2018-gewurztraminer/ 
 

2018 Xanadu DJL Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  A 
flavoursome and textural wine packed with gooseberry flavour on a well 
balanced palate. ($19.00)  ★★★★ 
https://www.winestar.com.au/xanadu-djl-sauvignon-blanc-semillon-
2018 
 

2018 Bettenay Wines Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  A full-on 
gooseberry style with a touch of semillon “green grass”. The palate is 
long and creamy.  ($24.00)  ★★★★ 
https://bettenaysmargaretriver.com.au/product/sauvignon-blanc-
semillon-2018/ 
 

2018 Artwine The Real Thing Albariño  An appealing wine that is rich 
and slightly peachy. A good line of acidity helps provide structure. 
($30.00)   ★★★★  
https://www.artwine.com.au/product/The-Real-Thing--Albarino 
 
2018 Artwine In the Groove Grüner Veltliner  There’s plenty of 
appeal in the fresh pear, nectarine and tropical fruit aromas. The rich 
textural palate delivers the goods.  ($35.00)     ★★★★ 
https://www.artwine.com.au/product/In-the-Groove-Gruner-Veltliner-
2018 
 
2018 The Yard Channybearup Sauvignon Blanc  Full and varietal but 
slightly forward. The attractive texture and toasty complexity are 
provided by barrel fermentation.  ($17.95)   ★★★★ 
https://www.kemenys.com/go.jsp#!class=Product&spn=1122036 
 
2018 Hahndorf Hill White Mischief Adelaide Hills Grüner Veltliner  
Powerful, but faintly grassy aroma. Spicy, quince-like flavour on a long, 
balanced palate.  ($24.00)   ★★★★ 
https://www.hahndorfhillwinery.com.au/Buy-Online 
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2018 Saddler's Hunter Valley Verdelho  Fresh stone fruit and guava 
flavours with a grassy hint. No shortage of flavour.  ($26.00)   ★★★★  
https://saddlerscreek.com/product/saddlers-verdelho/ 

 
2018 Tamburlaine Hunter Valley Reserve Verdelho  Slightly reduced 
nose. Suggestions of guava, stone fruit and lemon sherbet. Good 
drinking.  ($33.00)    ★★★★ 
https://tamburlaine.com.au/collections/all-wines/products/2018-
reserve-hunter-verdelho 
 
2018 Pike and Joyce Wines Separe Adelaide Hills Grüner Veltliner  
A wine of substance with tropical fruit overtones.  The palate is firm and 
intense, but balanced. Probably near its best.  ($27.00)   ★★★★ 
https://www.pikeandjoyce.com.au/our-wines/gruner-veltliner.htm 
 
2015 Crittenden Estate Cri de Coeur Savagnin  This wine, with its 
nutty aldehydic overtones and gold colour would probably be dismissed 
in most dry white classes. However, the chairman gave the judges a 
“heads-up”. This wine was made in the manner of a vin jaune from the 
Jura i.e. it was aged in barrel under flor. It’s a great success, and has all 
the complexity imparted by the sous voile method but is fresh and richly 
flavoured.   ($80.00)    ★★★★ 
https://www.crittendenwines.com.au/product/2016-Crittenden-Estate-
Cri-de-Coeur-Pinot-Noir-Copy1?pageID=9337898C-CF3F-25F1-98B5-
71A4874E8CD6&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=10& 
 
2018 Artwine Wicked Stepmother Fiano  The varietal nose shows 
touches of guava and honey.  There’s no shortage of fruit weight. A well 
made, expressive wine.    ★★★★  
 
2018 Ad Hoc Strawman Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  Fresh nettles and 
passionfruit show out on the nose. There’s a hint of sweetness, but the 
palate is balanced.  ($23.00)   ★★★★ 
https://www.wineseek.com.au/products/3255-ad-hoc-'straw-man'-
sauvignon-blanc-semillon-2018/ 
 
2018 Risky Business Pinot Gris  There’s plenty of poached pear 
varietal flavour on a palate that is a little firm.    ★★★★ 
 
2018 Centennial Grüner Veltliner  Rich, spicy and varietal.  Just a tad 
reductive.   ★★★☆  
 
2018 Hahndorf Hill Gru Grüner Veltliner  Fresh, with a hint of guava.  
The phenolic firmness isn’t overdone.   ★★★☆ 
 
2017 Tellurian Heathcote Viognier  Powerful apricot/ginger nose.  A 
substantial textural wine.   ★★★☆ 
 
2017 Freycinet Wineglass Bay Sauvignon Blanc  A big, rich 
pineapple/passionfruit style.  It’s just beginning to lose its freshness.     
★★★☆ 
 
2018 Hay Shed Hill Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  Comparatively 
developed, but has sufficient flavour and freshness.   ★★★☆ 
 
2018 Artwine Madame V Viognier  Shows rich apricot characteristics, 
but is bit fat and soft.    ★★★  
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2018 West Cape Howe Sauvignon Blanc  Fairly deep colour. Has 
sufficient fruit but shows some methoxypyrazene greenness.   ★★★ 
 
2018 Printhie Mountain Range Pinot Gris  A big, rich pinot gris that 
is comparatively forward.    ★★★ 
 
2018 Son of a Bull Gewürztraminer  The nose and palate reflect pink 
musk stick.  There’s a little volatile lift.   ★★★ 
 
2018 Ricca Terra Farms Arinto   Fresh and acidic, showing green 
plums characteristics.  ★★★   
 
2018 Symphony Hill Wines Vermentino   Fresh and faintly floral. A 
little lean on the finish.    ★★★ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

________________________________________________________ 

RATING SCALE 

★★★★★ Outstanding  97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96     Gold/silver 

★★★★    Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆    Recommended  87-89  Bronze 

★★★      Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆      Agreeable  82-84 

★★        Acceptable  80-82 

★☆        Acceptable  77-79 

★          Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆          Unacceptable  71-73 

No stars       Undrinkable  <71 

________________________________________________________ 
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