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Penfolds Collection 

he annual Penfolds preview tasting was given extra 
spice this year with the inclusion of  three 
inspirational wines made in conjunction with 

Champagne Thiénot. The presentation of the three high-
quality sparkling wines was a scene-stealer, but there was 
no denying the quality of the best of the new Penfolds 
white and red releases. 

 
 
 
2012 Champagne Thiénot x Penfolds Chardonnay Pinot Noir 
Cuvée. Plenty of bread, nuts and butter, together with faint faint 
controlled aldehyde. It’s a champagne of substance and complexity, with 
a very fine mousse backed up by lingering acidity. ($280.00) ★★★★☆ 
50% chardonnay (Vertus, Mesnil-sur-Oger, Cramant) 50% pinot noir 
(Verzenay, Tauxières, Aÿ, Cumières, Avenay Val d’Or) Disgorged late 
2018. 
 
2012 Champagne Thiénot x Penfolds Blanc de Noirs Grand 
Cru The nose is fresh and full-on, showing breadiness and hints of 
musk.  A formidable champagne that is a little tart on the finish 
at the moment but will evolve positively.  (To be released in 2020) 
★★★★☆ 
100% pinot noir from Aÿ. Disgorged late 2018. 
 
2012 Champagne Thiénot x Penfolds Blanc de Blancs Grand 
Cru  The rich apple, cashew, nougat and  citrus blossom aromas 
indicate a very special champagne. It’s a blanc de blanc of 
substance which is creamy and long. A triumph. (To be released 
in 2020)  ★★★★★ 
100% chardonnay from Avize. Disgorged late 2018. 
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2019 Penfolds Bin 51 Eden Valley Riesling A fresh, slightly 
forward, limey riesling. It’s very richly flavoured and typical of the 
style. The good acid support suggests that it will benefit from 
short-term cellaring. ($40.00)  ★★★★ 
Three months in stainless steel.  
 

2018 Penfolds Bin 311 Chardonnay  The complex  nose conveys 
white peach, nougat and a hint of matchstick. Intense flavour 
runs the length of a beautifully structured palate with balanced 
grip and an appealing creaminess. The typical acidity of 
Tumbarumba and Tasmania shows through on the finish. ($50.00) 
★★★★☆ 
From Adelaide Hills, Tumbarumba and Tasmania. 
Ten months in French barriques (30% new, 20% one year old)  
 

2018 Penfolds Reserve Bin A Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  
Though the nose is a little closed, there's no doubting the intensity. 
Stylish French oak sits comfortably with the intense white peach 
aromas. Although it doesn't show the funky aromatics of previous 
releases, it's no less impressive. Texture and structure are key 
elements of an intense, long and creamy palate. ($125.00) 
★★★★☆ 
Eight months in French barriques (40% new, 35% one year old) 
 

2017 Penfolds Yattarna Chardonnay The vibrant stone fruit and 
nougat aromatics provide a perfect introduction. The palate is 
decidedly fruit-driven despite the new oak influence, and the 
acidity is quite prominent. This wine definitely needs time to 
evolve. ($175.00)  ★★★★ 
From Tasmania, Tumbarumba and Adelaide Hills. 
Eight months in French barriques (50% new, 32% one year old) 
 

2018 Penfolds Bin 23 Pinot Noir The light, vibrant colour is a 
precursor to a bright cherry-scented nose with a slight stems 
influence. The palate isn't short of fine tannins but balance is the 
key here. We have the ideal combination of delicacy and intensity 
producing a result that takes me to Volnay. ($50.00) ★★★★☆ 
From Henty, Tasmania and Adelaide Hills. 
Eight months in French barriques (17% new) 
 

2017 Penfolds Bin 138 Barossa Valley Shiraz Grenache Mataro  
Here's one for the fans of traditional Penfolds reds. The nose is a little 
earthy and rustic, with a hint of volatility. The palate is rich and ripe, 
balanced by slightly furry tannins. ($60.00)  ★★★☆ 
68% shiraz, 25% grenache, 9% mataro.  
No new oak. 
 

2017 Penfolds Bin 128 Coonawarra Shiraz  The bright red fruits 
nose carries a hint of regional mintiness. This is a complete, 
approachable red wine with comparatively fine tannins. Cellar 5-10 
years. ($50.00)  ★★★★ 
12 months in French hogsheads (25% new, 42% one year old) 
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2017 Penfolds Bin 28 Kalimna Shiraz Black and red berries feature on 
a decidedly fruit-driven nose. Vibrancy is a feature of this young 
shiraz, and that vibrancy is enhanced by the acid addition which 
just stays on the right side of excessive.  ($50.00) ★★★★ 
From Barossa Valley, McLaren Vale and Padthaway.  
No new oak. 
 

2017 Penfolds Bin 150 Marananga Shiraz  The nose is fresh, but it 
reflects decidedly ripe fruit, suggesting blackberry with a hint of dried 
bay leaf. The oak manages to poke its head above the surface. A red 
of substance without great finesse. ($100.00)  ★★★☆ 
12 months in American oak (28% new, 25% one year old) and French oak (25% 
new, 22% one year old) 
 
2017 Penfolds Bin 407 Cabernet Sauvignon Ripe fruit 
characteristics subdue the blackcurrant varietal aromas somewhat, 
and there's a suggestion of mint. The palate is firm and a little 
plain. ($100.00)  ★★★ 
From Padthaway, McLaren Vale, Barossa Valley, Coonawarra and 
Wrattonbully.  
French (18% new) and American (14% new) hogsheads. 
 
2017 Penfolds Bin 389 Cabernet Shiraz  It's amazing how far away 
from the traditional style Penfolds have moved with this wine. Red 
berry fruit from the cooler regions drives the nose. The palate is 
vibrant and nicely balanced without a strong oak influence.  
($100.00)  ★★★★ 
From McLaren Vale, Barossa Valley, Padthaway and Wrattonbully.  
12 months in American hogsheads (29% new, 21% one year old) 

 

 

2017 Penfolds RWT Bin 798 Barossa Valley Shiraz  This is what the 
Barossa Valley should be all about. The vibrant blackberry aromas are 
given another dimension by beautifully handled French oak. This wine is 
full of life and flavour, and the firm, fine structure wraps itself around 
the intense fruit. ($200.00) ★★★★★  
15 months in French hogsheads (70% new, 30% one year old) 
 
2017 Penfolds Magill Estate Shiraz There's true show-stopping power 
here, and the dark, brooding shiraz fruit isn't eclipsed by oak. Mulberries 
and blackberries abound on a very rewarding palate balanced by fine, 
firm tannins. The change from 100% new oak in the 2016 version is 
most beneficial! ($150.00) ★★★★☆ 
17 months in French oak (30% new) and American oak (20% new)  
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2016 Penfolds St Henri  What a knock-out blackberry nose! It's 
even a little spicy. Here we have an intersection between the St 
Henris of 40 years ago and modern Australian red wine - and it's 
a very happy crossover. This is a richly flavoured, beautifully 
balanced wine that will cellar for decades. ($135.00) ★★★★★ 
From Barossa Valley, Adelaide Hills, McLaren Vale, Clare Valley, 
Coonawarra and Magill Estate.  
12 months in large old oak vats. 
 
2015 Penfolds Grange This release is something of a throw-
back. There's more obvious volatility than usual and it 
diminishes the vibrancy of the rich, intense, very complex nose. 
The palate is flooded with dark fruits richness supported by the 
familiar oak, but the volatile twist is hard to ignore. This style 
path for Grange was chosen by the winemaking team, but is it 
the right one? ($900.00) ★★★★  
From Barossa Valley, McLaren Vale, Clare Valley and Magill Estate 
20 months in new American hogsheads. 
 
 
As usual, this was a fascinating tasting. It’s always interesting to 
follow the progress (and regression) of styles. The most pleasant 
surprise this year was the appearance of the multi-region Bin 23 
Pinot Noir. While it probably won’t excite dyed-in-the-wool 
Penfolds reds fans, it’s a huge step forward with the variety. The 
Magill is back in form after recent misadventures with oak. 

Lester Jesberg 
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