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2019 Riesling 
rought and low yields challenged South Australian vignerons, 

but it didn’t stop them from dominating this extensive tasting 

which provides a panoramic view of the 2019 Australian 

riesling vintage. Eden Valley and Clare reign supreme, and if you want to 

appreciate the stylistic differences between the two regions, you’ll do no 

better than to compare the top two wines. 

 

       

2019 Henschke Julius Eden Valley Riesling  This is a pristine 

floral/lime Eden Valley style with that hint of “slate” we’ve alluded to 

previously. The palate is impressively long, built around a strong acid 

line. ($45.00)  ★★★★★ 

https://www.henschke.com.au/products/24351-julius/ 

2019 Pikes The Merle Clare Valley Riesling  An exceptional riesling 

that shows the lime of Clare very distinctly. It’s a powerful wine of great 

freshness with the all-important acidity for balance and cellaring.  

($50.00)    ★★★★★  

https://worldwine.com.au/collections/white-wine/products/pikes-the-

merle-reserve-riesling 

D 

https://www.henschke.com.au/products/24351-julius/
https://worldwine.com.au/collections/white-wine/products/pikes-the-merle-reserve-riesling
https://worldwine.com.au/collections/white-wine/products/pikes-the-merle-reserve-riesling
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2019 Jim Barry Lodge Hill Clare Valley Riesling  A concentrated, 

pure riesling showing vibrant lime blossom aromatics. The palate 

delivers satisfying, lingering varietal/regional flavour and refreshing 

acidity. ($23.00)    ★★★★★ 

https://www.nicks.com.au/2019-jim-barry-lodge-hill-riesling 

 

2019 Jim Barry Jim's Garden Clare Valley Riesling   A hint of kaffir 

lime adds extra interest to the perfumed varietal nose.  Lively riesling 

flavour runs the full length of the beautifully balanced palate.  ($19.90)  
★★★★★ 
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_662952/jim-barry-

jim's-garden-riesling 

2019 Henschke Peggy's Hill Eden Valley Riesling   Pure subdued 

floral/lime aromas grab the attention, and faintly spicy overtones add to 

the appeal. A long-flavoured wine with precise acid support.  ($20.00)   
★★★★★   

https://www.winestar.com.au/henschke-peggys-hill-eden-valley-riesling-

2019 

2019 Pikes Traditionale Clare Valley Riesling  Once again the lime of 

Clare comes to the fore. There’s also a hint of lemon sherbet which 

carries through to an impressive, balanced, dry palate. ($32.00)  ★★★★★ 

http://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-

list/liquor/white-wine/pikes-traditionale-riesling-2019.html 

2019 Grosset Polish Hill Clare Valley Riesling   This riesling 

combines power and balance with admirable precision. Both aromatics 

and flavour are delightfully fresh and the acid support is just-right. 

($57.00)  ★★★★★ 

https://www.nicks.com.au/2019-grosset-polish-hill-riesling 

2019 Peter Lehmann Wigan Eden Valley Riesling  The Wigan won’t 

be released for a few years, so we were surprised at how well it showed 

so early in its life. Although restrained at this stage, it offers great 

persistence of flavour and an acid line guaranteeing successful cellaring.  

(Not available)   ★★★★☆ 

 

2019 Pooley Coal River Valley Tasmania Riesling  The high-toned 

floral aromas are a joy, and although faintly sweet, this wine is long on 

the finish and perfectly balanced by classic Tasmanian acidity. (Not yet 

available)  ★★★★☆ 

 

2019 Tamburlaine Orange Wine Region Riesling  A fragrant, 

perfumed riesling showing delicate citrus characteristics. The palate is 

satisfying and acid-fresh.  ($18.00)   ★★★★☆ 

https://www.organicwine.com.au/tamburlaine-organic-riesling-2019 

 

https://www.nicks.com.au/2019-jim-barry-lodge-hill-riesling
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_662952/jim-barry-jim's-garden-riesling
https://www.danmurphys.com.au/product/DM_662952/jim-barry-jim's-garden-riesling
https://www.winestar.com.au/henschke-peggys-hill-eden-valley-riesling-2019
https://www.winestar.com.au/henschke-peggys-hill-eden-valley-riesling-2019
http://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-list/liquor/white-wine/pikes-traditionale-riesling-2019.html
http://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-list/liquor/white-wine/pikes-traditionale-riesling-2019.html
https://www.nicks.com.au/2019-grosset-polish-hill-riesling
https://www.organicwine.com.au/tamburlaine-organic-riesling-2019
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2019 Grosset Springvale Clare Valley Riesling   We don’t want to be 

boring, but here’s another text book, limey riesling from Clare. It’s 

delightfully fresh, intense and backed up by lively acidity.  ($41.00)         
★★★★☆ 
 

2019 Robert Stein Mudgee Dry Riesling  The aromas are more floral 

than citrus and the intense palate is built on a line of refreshing acidity. 

An impressive, pure varietal white.   ($21.95)   ★★★★☆ 

https://www.kemenys.com/go.jsp#!class=Product&spn=1125542 

 

2019 Colmar Estate Block 5 Orange Riesling  The vibrant nose is 

packed with floral freshness, and the seamless palate invites drinking 

whenever you choose.  ($35.00)    ★★★★☆ 

https://www.colmarestate.com.au/ 

2019 Leo Buring Dry Clare Valley Riesling  A classic dry Clare style 

in which the limey fruit stands proud. Lip-smacking acidity enhances the 

lengthy finish.  ($16.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.wine.com.au/leo-buring-clare-valley-dry-riesling-2018 

 

2019 Colmar Estate Block 6 Orange Riesling  Quite floral, with the 

faintest hints of lychee and grassiness. A pristine style with good fruit 

weight. ($35.00)   ★★★★☆ 

 

2019 Mesh Eden Valley Riesling  Powerful and fragrant, with a palate 

that is intense and long, with excellent acid balance. This riesling needs 

some time.  ($32.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://worldwine.com.au/collections/white-wine/products/mesh-

eden-valley-riesling 

 

2019 Longview Iron Knob Adelaide Hills Riesling   A delicate apple-

scented style in which the flavour is long but restrained, and acid features 

on the finish. Give it 1-2 years to build. ($21.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2019 Nick O'Leary Heywood Canberra District Riesling   The 

aromatics lean to apple, with a faint suggestion of kaffir lime – not 

typical for Canberra district riesling. Fresh acidity lifts a palate with some 

textural interest.  ($32.00)   ★★★★ 

 

2019 Mount Trio Vineyard Porongurup Riesling  The aromas are 

quite grassy, but nonetheless varietal.  There’s no shortage of flavour, 

backed up by lively acidity.  ($22.00)   ★★★★ 

 

2019 Pewsey Vale Eden Valley Riesling  The delicate restrained nose 

is floral rather than citrus-like. This wine needs a little time for the 

flavour to build. ($23.00)   ★★★★ 

 

https://www.kemenys.com/go.jsp#!class=Product&spn=1125542
https://www.colmarestate.com.au/
https://www.wine.com.au/leo-buring-clare-valley-dry-riesling-2018
https://worldwine.com.au/collections/white-wine/products/mesh-eden-valley-riesling
https://worldwine.com.au/collections/white-wine/products/mesh-eden-valley-riesling
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2019 Clonakilla Canberra District Riesling  A rich, comparatively 

forward, lemony varietal white.  This wine delivers drinking pleasure 

now.  ($32.00)   ★★★★ 

 

2019 Clos Clare Watervale Riesling    It’s comparatively backward 

when compared to some of the substantial rieslings in the line-up, but is 

a wine of considerable potential. It has the freshness, length and varietal 

purity to age well.  ($27.00)   ★★★★ 

 

2019 Dandelion Vineyards Wonderland of the Eden Valley Riesling   

An uncompromising dry style with pronounced, but not jarring, acidity. 

It’s for cellaring rather than drinking now.  ($60.00)  ★★★★  

 

2019 Distant South Tasmania Riesling    A forward but floral style 

that offers considerable enjoyment now.  ($18.00)   ★★★★ 

 

2019 Hentley Farm Eden Valley Riesling  The rich nose has a touch 

of development, but the palate is right in the zone, offering more than 

ample flavour and a good acid line. ($24.50)  ★★★★ 

 

2019 Mount Horrocks Watervale Riesling  A floral style with an 

appealing “chalky” texture.  It’s a little forward, but it’s strongly varietal. 

($30.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2019 Seppelt Drumborg Vineyard Riesling  Delicate and floral. The 

sweetness is slightly overdone, but it’s well balanced by steely acidity.  

($40.00)   ★★★★ 

 

2019 Jim Barry Watervale Riesling   A perfumed lime blossom nose is 

a positive feature here. Sweetness is a little obvious, but the acidity 

matches it quite well. ($20.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2019 Tamburlaine Reserve Orange Riesling  Fresh and floral, with 

good acidity and weight of fruit. There’s a slight phenolic grip.  ($33.00)  
★★★★ 
 

2019 Peter Lehmann Hill & Valley Riesling  Fresh and aromatic, but 

slightly light, and the acid is prominent. This wine will build flavour over 

the short term.  ($20.00)   ★★★★ 

 

2019 Tim Adams Clare Valley Riesling   Although there’s no lack of 

varietal flavour, this wine is comparatively forward. The acidity is in 

balance, imparting a fresh finish.  ($24.00)   ★★★★ 

 

2019 Nick O'Leary Canberra District Riesling   The aroma hints at 

preserved lemons, and the palate is generous, with tactile appeal. A slight 

hardness is imparted by the acidity. ($25.00)  ★★★☆ 
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2019 Dandelion Vineyards Enchanted Garden of the Eden Valley 

Riesling   A comparatively backward riesling that is yet to blossom. It 

was outgunned by the more up-front, aromatic styles, but will have 

something to offer in 2-3 years.  ($27.50)  ★★★☆ 

 

2019 West Cape Howe Porongurup Riesling   Restrained citrus 

aromas with pronounced grassy overtones. There’s very good length of 

flavour and a steely acid line, but the herbaceous nose didn’t appeal to 

us.  ($22.00)  ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Cat Amongst The Pigeons Fat Cat Eden Valley Riesling  A 

forward, tropical fruit type of riesling with rich fruit and good acidity. 

Drink now.  ($24.00)   ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Duke's Single Vineyard Porongurup Riesling  A lemon/lime 

style that is aromatic and varietal. It’s full flavoured, but the acid lift on 

the finish is sharp. ($22.00)  ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Singlefile Mount Barker Riesling   Quite limey, but getting into 

the tropical fruit spectrum. Ready to drink.  ($30.00)   ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Duke's Magpie Hill Reserve Porongurup Riesling  A whiff of 

SO2 knocks the restrained varietal aroma.  However, the palate is long 

and balanced.  Give it time. ($38.00)  ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Henschke Green's Hill Adelaide Hills Riesling  Fresh, rich and 

limey, with hints of guava and grass.  ($35.00)  ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Heirloom Vineyards Eden Valley Riesling  A fairly forward 

riesling that is packed with varietal flavour. Enjoy in the short term. 

($30.00)  ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Kimbarra Wines Great Western Riesling   Limey, forward, rich 

and ready.  ($30.00)  ★★★☆  

 

2019 Singlefile Great Southern Riesling  A full flavoured  

tropical/stone fruit style which is a little sweet. Drink now. ($25.00)    
★★★☆ 
 

2019 Yalumba Y Series Barossa Riesling  Fully ripe, fresh and 

varietal. Drink now.  ($15.00)  ★★★ 

 

2019 Kerrigan + Berry Mt Barker Riesling    A fresh riesling with a 

decidedly grassy overtone reminding us of sauvignon blanc. ($25.50)     
★★★ 
 

2019 Naked Run The First Clare Valley Riesling  Slightly forward, 

with floral notes. Somewhat sweet-sour. ($24.00)  ★★★ 
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2019 Nick O'Leary White Rocks Canberra District Riesling   A 

beeswax overtone (lees-derived?) detracted from the citrus aroma. 

Adequate fruit is supported by quite steely acidity. ($38.00)  ★★★ 

 

2019 Devil's Corner Tasmania Riesling  This wine shows stone fruit 

characteristics and is forward and fairly sweet. ($22.00)   ★★★ 

 

2019 Crowe Canberra District Riesling  Funky salami overtones. 

There’s plenty of flavour with some textural grip. ($25.00)  ★★☆ 

 

2019 Knappstein Clare Valley Riesling  Dull nose. Full flavoured but 

slightly broad. ($22.00)    ★★☆ 

 

2019 Devil's Corner Resolution Tasmania Riesling    Very forward 

and tropical-fruity.   ($34.00)   ★★☆ 

 

2019 Four Winds Vineyard Chapel Block Canberra District 

Riesling   A lime/floral style that is fairly tart and has a touch sulphides. 

It could improve over time. ($28.00)   ★★☆ 

 

2019 Wynns Coonawarra Estate Riesling  Perfumed 

tropical/passionfruit aromas. More like sauvignon blanc than riesling.  

($18.00)   ★★☆    

 
2019 Earthworks Eden Valley Riesling  Quite advanced and full 

flavoured, with honeyed overtones. ($12.00)   ★★ 

 

2019 Four Winds Vineyard Canberra District Riesling  Not much 

fruit showing. Decidedly cheesy characteristics detract.    ★★ 

 

The report card for regions outside Clare and Eden Valley? In New 

South Wales, Orange excelled, with three gold medals and a silver from 

four wines tasted. All four wines are drinking very well, so we don’t 

suggest prolonged cellaring. There was only one Mudgee wine, but it too 

scored gold. Jacob Stein has been making high-quality riesling for several 

years, and continues to refine his methodology. The 2019 is a beauty. We 

were surprised that no Canberra district wines achieved gold medal 

status. They found it hard to compete aromatically in this line-up, and 

although the better Canberra examples delivered in flavour terms, we 

tasted numerous wines that were more complete examples of riesling. 

The Western Australian rieslings were generally marked by grassy 

aromatics which didn’t appeal as much to the judges as the classic floral 

and lime characteristics. As for Tasmania, the Pooley wine showed us 

enough to keep our faith strong. 

 

Judges:  Lester Jesberg, Deb Pearce, David Yeates 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

http://winewise.net.au/

