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Pinot Noir 
he concept of quality pinot noir remains elusive to some. Many 

haven’t thoroughly explored the red wines of Burgundy, and 

dismiss pinot noir like the late Peter Lehmann circa 1990 – 

“wouldn’t f*****g stain your shirt.”  I believe it’s the greatest red grape 

variety on earth, and what else would you drink with duck or game birds? 

The trick is to choose one with varietal character, substance and 

structure. Just past rosé doesn’t work. There are many other dilute reds 

ready to fill that gap. 

 
 

2018 Centennial Vineyards House Block Pinot Noir  A delicious, 

supple Southern Highlands (N.S.W.) pinot with vibrant cherry aromas 

and flavours. Satisfying fruit weight is backed up by a fine tannin 

structure.  ($29.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.centennial.net.au/product/2018houseblockpinotnoir/ 

 

2018 Ferngrove Independence Great Southern Pinot Noir  An 

impressive young pinot with a delightfully perfumed nose. The palate is 

fine, firm, long and balanced.  ($26.00)  ★★★★☆  

https://www.ferngrove.com.au/products/independence-pinot-noir-

with-a-touch-of-oomph 

 

2018 Greenstone Estate Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  A fresh red berry 

style with herbal notes. The palate is silky, with satisfying varietal 

intensity.  ($30.00)   ★★★★ 
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2018 Soumah Hexham Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  The dark cherry fruit 

is fresh and varietal, offering palate weight to match the structure, which 

is firm without being overbearing.  ($40.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2018 Yering Station Laura Barnes Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  

Raspberry aromas and flavours are enhanced by subtle earthy and herbal 

notes. The palate offers very fine tannins and fresh acidity, but needs a 

little more fruit intensity. ($70.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2018 Austin’s Geelong Pinot Noir  The colour is a little weak, and the 

nose shows distinct herbal characteristics. Although varietal and fresh, 

the palate needs a little more weight.  ($45.00)  ★★★☆ 

 

2018 Soumah U Ngumby Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  Shows a hint of 

stemminess. Although the palate is slightly light, it’s fresh and varietal. 

Current drinking.  ($40.00)   ★★★☆ 

 

2018 Abbey Creek Vineyard Pinot Noir  A fresh, lively, red cherry 

style that will deliver enjoyable early drinking.  (Not released)   ★★★☆  

 

2018 Riversdale Estate Tasmania Pinot Noir  A rich, varietal dark 

cherry style that has a good firm structure but is a little forward.  ($39.00)  

★★★☆ 

 

2018 Ghost Rock Estate Tasmania Pinot Noir  The colour shows 

some development, and the nose is fairly simple, offering light cherry 

aromas. There’s enough flavour for current drinking.  ($38.00)  ★★★ 

 

2018 Pipers Brook Vineyard Estate Pinot Noir  Pale colour. A fresh, 

light wine, with just enough red berry fruit for pleasant current drinking.  

($31.00)  ★★★ 

 

2019 Point 65 (Tamburlaine) Orange Pinot Noir  A very simple, but 

fresh, varietal wine that offers light, easy drinking.  ($23.00)   ★★★ 

 

2016 Di Giorgio Family Kongorong Pinot Noir  Fresh, but too light. 

($29.00)   ★★☆ 

 

2017 Kosciuszko Tumbarumba Pinot Noir  Hints of beetroot add 

interest to the nose, but the palate is lean and acidic.  (Not yet available)   
★★☆ 

 

2018 Milton Vineyard Tasmania Pinot Noir  Very weak colour. A 

light, thin pinot.  ($38.00)  ★★ 

Lester Jesberg 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 
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