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Sparkling Wine

ome very impressive sparkling wine is produced in Australia, but

the majority is uninspiring and sometimes over-priced. This

selection of wines better reflects the market than a tasting of top
end wines.

2014 Sidewood Estate Isabella Adelaide Hills Rosé Pinot Noir
Chardonnay Bronze colour. Complex musky nose with a bready lees
influence. There’s plenty of substance on a fine, long palate. It would
have been even better slightly drier. ($32.00) #* % * *

NV Swift Brut Rosé Bronze-pink colour. The nose is very complex,
showing Vegemite overtones which carry though to a palate with good
mousse and depth of flavour. ($36.35) * k* *

NV Risky Business Prosecco As prosecco goes, this hits all the right
notes. It’s simple, varietal fizz that is full of life. ($18.00) ****

2015 Blue Pyrenees Estate Midnight Cuvée The pleasant stone fruit
aromas carry a hint of bready complexity. There’s no shortage of flavour
on a palate with lively acidity and a fine mousse. ($24.95) #* * k #

NV Blue Pyrenees Estate Dry Sparkling Rosé Pale orange-pink
colour. There’s a hint of red fruits in the bouquet and the palate,
although straightforward, offers good fruit weight. ($28.00) #* #* %+

2015 Coombe Yarra Valley Tribute Series Nellie Melba Blanc de
Blanc A fresh, lively sparkling wine with just a little autolysis
complexity. Sweetness is a bit too obvious. ($55.00) A 4 *

NV Pirie Sparkling (Chardonnay Pinot Noir) Musky pinot noir
aromas come to the fore on a fresh nose, but overall, this is a simple
spatkling wine. ($29.00) %%
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NV Cassegrain Sparkling Blanc de Blanc Chardonnay A fresh,
simple melon/peach style with good mousse and acidity. ($25.00) * **

NV Coppabella Cuvée Prestige Very bready and musky, with plenty
of flavour, but it lacks fineness and elegance. ($60.00) +* % *

NV Ninth Island Sparkling Rosé Orange-pink colour. The nose is
musky and rich, but the palate is on the sweet side, with some firmness.
($23.00) ** %

2019 Koonara The Guardian Angel Sparkling Chardonnay A fresh,

but simple bubbly in which the sweetness is a little too obvious. ($24.95)
ok

2018 Jack Rabbit Single Vineyard Blanc de Blanc Peachy
chardonnay aromatics show on the nose. However, this is a one-

dimensional wine with obvious dosage sweetness. ($33.00) #*

The best value is definitely the prosecco — if you’re looking for
something fresh and simple. If you desire something more complex wait
for our Championship report. The sparkling class is 23 strong at the
moment, and high on quality.
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