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Championship Riesling 
 

he 2020 Winewise Championship is underway, and the first 
category judged was riesling. Considered by many to be the 
world’s foremost white grape variety, riesling certainly gladdened 

the hearts of the tasters in these difficult, bewildering times. 
 
Note: Winewise is conforming strictly with social distancing rules during 
the current crisis. Only two stewards and two tasters participate. 
 
 

 Medallion Winner 2015 Peter Lehmann Wigan Riesling  
What a glorious floral, “chalky” Eden Valley riesling this is. It’s long, 
intense and dry, with a strong spine of acidity. Brilliant. (Not yet 
released)  ★★★★★  
  
2017 Pressing Matters R0 Coal River Valley Riesling  The delightful 
floral/lime nose is utterly captivating, and clearly reflects cool-grown 
fruit. There’s plenty of power on a long, steely palate. It’s a tribute to the 
intensity of this Tasmanian wine that no residual sugar is required to 
balance the acidity. (Not available)  ★★★★★ 
   

 Medallion Winner  2019 Robert Stein Half Dry Mudgee 
Riesling  Here’s a great example of how a modicum of sweetness can 
enhance the palate of a riesling. This wine is fresh and long-flavoured, 
with lingering acidity. The sugar component is barely perceptible, and the 
finish is refreshingly dry.  ($40.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.robertstein.com.au/wine/2018-half-dry-riesling 
 
2015 Jaeschkes Hill River Clare Estate Riesling  This is a particularly 
attractive mature riesling which is full flavoured, with precise acid 
balance, typical of its origins. It’s probably Australia’s best-value bottle-
aged riesling.  ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.hillriverclareestate.com.au/our-wines/  
 
2018 Bream Creek Vineyard Tasmania Riesling  A very fresh riesling 
with high-toned floral aromatics. It’s slightly sweet but offers intense 
varietal flavour balanced by lively acidity.  ($31.00)  ★★★★☆   
https://www.breamcreekvineyard.com.au/buy-wine/bream-creek-
vineyard-2018-riesling/ 
 
2019 Bests Great Western Riesling  A powerful “minerally” varietal 
nose introduces a dry, flavour-packed palate. Steely regional acidity 
provides just-right balance.  ($25.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.bestswines.com/Shop 
 
2018 Riposte Wines The Scimitar Riesling   The richness, power and 
limey character of Clare riesling is clearly evident here. This wine 
certainly delivers a mouthful of fresh varietal flavour. ($20.80)   ★★★★☆ 
http://www.tasmanianwinecentre.com.au/white-wine/riposte-the-
scimitar-riesling-2018  
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2015 Naked Run Place In Time Riesling  This is a very satisfying 
riesling from Clare that is now showing at its best. Typical rich, limey 
flavour features on a well balanced palate.  (Not yet available)  ★★★★☆  
   
2016 Robert Stein Mudgee Riesling  A very impressive mature riesling 
with citrus aromatics and a long, dry, racy palate. It’s drinking beautifully.  
(Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
  
2010  Gilbert Family Wines G+G Museum Reserve Eden Valley 
Riesling An impressively fresh, beautifully developed nose leads into a 
palate offering satisfying varietal flavour with a lively acid cut.  ($60.00)  
★★★★☆   
https://www.gilbertfamilywines.com.au/products/copy-of-2015-
riesling-rs8-7 
 
2014 Pressing Matters R9 Coal River Valley Riesling   Pleasantly 
developed but very aromatic and perfumed. It’s gently sweet but 
balanced. Quite delicious. (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 

 
2019 Naked Run The First Riesling  A tightly wound riesling that 
offers fresh, restrained citrus aromas and flavours. It’s long on the finish, 
with mouth-watering acidity.  ($18.50)  ★★★★☆ 
https://cloudwine.com.au/collections/white-wine-1/products/naked-
run-the-first-clare-valley-riesling-2019 
 
2019 The Willows Vineyard Barossa Valley Riesling  A full, fresh 
limey style with a faintly tropical hint. It’s intensely flavoured, and racy 
acidity freshens a long finish.  ($18.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.thewillowsvineyard.com.au/ordernow.php 
   
2018 Coolangatta Estate Winsome Riesling  This riesling is slightly 
forward but strongly varietal and limey. It’s fresh and ready to drink.  
(No longer available)  ★★★★   
 
2019 Robert Stein Dry Mudgee Riesling  A floral/lime style that is 
full flavoured, with good acid support. It’s beginning to drink well. 
($23.00)  ★★★★ 
https://www.mywineguy.com.au/products/2019-robert-stein-dry-
riesling  
   
2018 Freycinet Tasmania Riesling  Fresh, intense, guava gooseberry 
aromas make this wine stand apart from the others. It’s pure riesling, 
with a strong acid line. ($28.00)  ★★★★   
http://www.freycinetvineyard.com.au/order_now/order_now.html 
 
2018 Reillys Watervale Riesling  A very attractive, fresh, limey riesling. 
The flavour lingers and is lifted by acidity.  ★★★★ 
   
2017 Tahbilk Riesling  This is an attractive mature limey style that is 
quite mouthfilling. The acidity provides the desired balance.  ★★★★  
  
2010  Gilbert by Simon Gilbert Riesling Remarkably fresh. It’s rich 
and lemony, with low level sweetness and good acidity.  ★★★★   
  
2013 McGuigan The Shortlist Eden Valley Riesling  Quite honeyed 
and mature, but still fresh.  It retains good fruit sweetness but is showing 
the first signs of drying out.  ★★★★ 
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2013 d'Arenberg The Dry Dam McLaren Vale Riesling Fresh 
enough but lacks a little aromatically. It’s much better on a fairly sweet 
palate, delivering varietal flavour and acidity.   ★★★★   
 
2019 Clarnette & Ludvigsen Wines Riesling  Perfumed, rich and 
lemony, with a hint of sweetness, although it’s slightly forward and soft.  
★★★★ 
 
2019 Tamburlaine Orange Reserve Riesling  Limey but a little 
forward.  Palate-wise, there’s plenty of “juicy” fruit and acidity.  ★★★☆ 

      
2019 Reillys Watervale Riesling  Powerful varietal lime aromas. Richly 
flavoured and satisfying, with good acidity. Short term  ★★★☆ 
 
2019 West Cape Howe Mount Barker Riesling  Interesting floral 
kiwifruit/guava perfume.  This wine has intensity and delicacy backed up 
by acidity.  ★★★☆   
 
2019 Dandelion Wines Wonderland Of The Eden Valley Riesling  
Slightly forward, but limey and varietal, offering decent fruit weight. The 
finish is slightly hard.  ★★★☆ 
 
2016 Jaeschkes Hill River Clare Estate Riesling  Showing 
development, but is quite limey and drinkable. Ready now.  ★★★☆ 
   
2016 Reillys Museum Release Watervale Riesling  This wine has 
reached an attractive limey peak which it should hold for a year or so.   
★★★☆   

         
2019 Highland Heritage Estate Dry Riesling  A rich, ripe, forward 
varietal riesling. The palate is fairly soft but has enough acid  ★★★☆ 
 

2019 Tamburlaine Orange Riesling  Limey and lifted perfume. 
There’s a touch of sweetness, but this riesling has sufficient flavour and 
acidity.  ★★★☆ 
  

2019 The Vintner's Daughter Canberra District Riesling  Showing 
ripe fruit with attractive herbal notes, but it’s slightly forward, with 
tropical fruit overtones.  ★★★☆       

      
2019 Leura Park Estate Bellarine Peninsula Riesling  Tropical 
aromatics dominate the nose. There’s no lack of flavour but the palate is 
fairly tart and grassy. ★★★☆    
 

2011 Artwine Clare Valley Riesling   Fully mature and toasty. Just 
starting to dry out.  ★★★☆   
 
2018 Peter Lehmann Portrait Eden Valley Riesling  Flavoursome but 
at its peak.  ★★★☆ 
   
2018 3drops Great Southern Riesling   A forward riesling with a little 
sweetness. It’s drinking well now.   ★★★☆ 
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2019 Raidis Estate The Kid Coonawarra Riesling  A lemony style 
with good fruit and a slightly hard finish.  ★★★  
 
2018 Jaeschkes Hill River Clare Estate Riesling  Varietal but slightly 

too developed.  ★★★            

2019 Clare Wine Co Watervale Riesling  Very forward, tending broad 
and firm. Plenty of flavour.  ★★★ 
 
2019 Pepper Tree Limited Release Orange Riesling  Complex citrus 
aromas and flavours with slight brown apple overtones.  ★★  
 
 
Often in wine show catalogues we see a cliched phrase in the judges’ 
comments – “a pleasure to judge”. It certainly applied to this impressive 
group of wines. If anything, we were a little hard in our scoring, but 
that’s normal when the quality at the top is so high. 
 
It pleased us to see that, although the classic regions of Clare and Eden 
Valley fared well, the competition from other areas was strong. Jacob 
Stein continues to work miracles in Mudgee, and Tasmania is a growing 
force. 
 
 
In these difficult times please buy directly from the producers if 
possible. 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Rating Scale 
 

★★★★★ Outstanding  97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96     Gold/silver 

★★★★    Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆    Recommended  87-89  Bronze 

★★★      Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆      Agreeable  82-84 

★★        Acceptable  80-82 

★☆        Acceptable  77-79 

★          Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆          Unacceptable  71-73 

No stars       Undrinkable  <71 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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