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Championship Other White
Varieties & Blends
his category is always fascinating, and is one that we look
forward to judging. Given the diverse range of varieties, it’s
something like judging best cat or dog of show, but qualities

such as freshness, intensity and balance play leading roles as always. Two
mature wines at the peak of their form rose to the top.
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Medallion Winner 2010 Coolangatta Estate Savagnin This
wine shows some toasty complexity and lemon curd aroma, but is still
impressively fresh. The intense fruit is supported by lively acidity.
Another winner for this Shoalhaven (NSW) producer. ($40.00)
% %k %k
https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/59e6£6906957da312¢40cd8a/t/5
€533391b9df9733¢c2383¢0/1582510994384 /museum+shelf+prices+an
d+range+July+18.pdf

2012 Sittella Museum Silk (40% chardonnay, 30% chenin blanc,
30% verdelho) Still fresh and appealing, showing hints of baked apple
and honey. There’s no shortage of rich flavour balanced by lingering
acidity. A classy Swan Valley blend. ($32.00) % % % %
https://www.sittella.com.au/product/2012-Museum-Silk

2019 Hahndorf Hill White Mischief Adelaide Hills Griiner Veltliner
The nose is vibrant, offering baked pear with slightly grassy and tropical
fruit overtones. Although faintly sweet, the palate is of excellent weight
and texture, with balanced acidity. ($24.00) % % % %
https://www.hahndorthillwinery.com.au/Buy-Online


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59e6f6906957da312c40cd8a/t/5e533391b9df9733cc2383e0/1582510994384/museum+shelf+prices+and+range+July+18.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59e6f6906957da312c40cd8a/t/5e533391b9df9733cc2383e0/1582510994384/museum+shelf+prices+and+range+July+18.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59e6f6906957da312c40cd8a/t/5e533391b9df9733cc2383e0/1582510994384/museum+shelf+prices+and+range+July+18.pdf
https://www.sittella.com.au/product/2012-Museum-Silk
https://www.hahndorfhillwinery.com.au/Buy-Online
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2019 Pepper Tree Hunter Valley Verdelho The typical lemon/lime
sherbet scent of Hunter Valley verdelho is clearly evident. The palate is

packed with flavour built on a good line of acid. ($20.00) Yk % % %
https:/ /www.peppertreewines.com.au/product/2019-varietal-verdelho

2019 Gapsted Limited Release King Valley Pinot Blanc A
commendably fresh citrus/stone fruit/floral style with a hint of
nuttiness. A talc-like texture and a suggestion of sweetness add to the
appeal. ($25.00) % % k%
https://www.gapstedwines.com.au/collections /white-
wines/products/limited-release-2019-pinot-blanc-gapsted-wines

2016 Tahbilk Marsanne This Australian classic is absolutely true to
form. It delivers fresh, semi-mature, honeysuckle/honeycomb
characteristics with hints of baked apple. Acidity enlivens the finish. A
bargain. ($19.95) sk % %k ¥
http://www.tahbilk.com.au/buy-tahbilk-wine-online/tahbilk-2016-

marsanne.html

2019 Tellurian Heathcote Fiano An excellent varietal expression,
showing fresh, powerful citrus and honey aromas and flavours. The
palate is one of intensity, texture and balance. ($28.00) % % % %
https:/ /www.tellurianwines.com.au/wine/fiano-2019

2015 Crittenden Cri de Coeur Savagnin Deep yellow colour. This
wine was made “sous voile” in the manner of a Jura vin jaune. As such,
complex nutty aldehydes play a major part. The palate is a delight -
intense, satisfying and honeyed, yet fresh. A unique wine. ($80.00)

1. 8.8 8. 8" ¢
https://www.crittendenwines.com.au/product/2016-Crittenden-Estate-

Cri-de-Cocur-Pinot-Noir-Copyl

2019 Symphony Hill Albarifiho Fresh, floral and perfumed, somewhat
gewlrz-like aromatically. The palate is vibrant and fruit-driven, with a
pleasing textural grip. ($65.00) Y% %k %
https://symphonvhill.com.au/shop/2019-albarino

2019 Hahndorf Hill Adelaide Hills Pinot Grigio The fresh nashi pear
nose is strongly varietal, backed up by a palate with good weight, balance
and texture. ($23.00) k%
https://www.nicks.com.au/2019-hahndorf-hill-adelaide-hills-pinot-

grigio

2019 Atze's Corner Wild Rose Collection Vermentino Restrained

fresh pear aromatics lead into a long palate backed up by fine phenolics
and lingering acidity. ($25.00) % % % %

2018 Nepenthe Winemakers Selection Adelaide Hills
Gewiirztraminer A perfumed, spicy wine with lychee and rose petal

aromas. The fruit intensity and slight sweetness are supported by a slight
phenolic grip and lively acidity. ($30.00) % % % %
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2013 Tahbilk 1927 Vines Marsanne There’s no doubting the varietal
authenticity of this wine. The strongly toasty honeysuckle aromas stand
out. The palate is on the verge of drying out, but still retains decent
fruit. ($44.95) Sk k%

2019 Dalfarras Albarifiho The perfumed floral and tropical fruit
characteristics of the Spanish vatiety are fully on display. There’s good

weight of fruit to enjoy, but right now this wine is a little simple.
* %k ok

2019 Hahndorf Hill Reserve Adelaide Hills Griiner Veltliner The
rich stone fruit competes with a pronounced nutty lees input. This is a
very textural wine that is not quite “together”. ($45.00) % %k

2019 Berton Vineyards Winemakers Reserve Fiano A fresh nutty,
citrus style with faint tropical fruit overtones and a slight phenolic grip.
Great value. (§15.00) k%%

2019 The Pawn Wine Company The Austrian Attack Adelaide Hills
Griiner Veltliner An attractive “tropical” griner with a hint of white
pepper. It’s packed with flavour but is comparatively forward and firm.
(Not yet released) %% %k %k

2018 Yalumba Organic Viognier Subtle apricot aromas. This wine has

weight and structure, but needs a little more varietal punch. ($20.00)
2. 8.8.8.

2019 Berton Vineyards Winemakers Reserve Aranel Apple/pear
aromas with faint nuttiness which is probably lees-derived. A fruity, racy
wine that is long on the palate but not heavy. ($15.00) % % % %

2019 Nepenthe Pinnacle Adelaide Hills Griiner Veltliner The citrus-
like aromas are slightly advanced. Although there’s adequate fruit, the
palate is a little firm and acidic. %%

2019 RiverBank Estate Winery Rebellious Vermentino Fairly neutral
but faintly lemony on the nose. The palate offers more, together with
good acidity and powdery phenolics. % %k %

2018 Grove Estate Think Outside The Circle Hilltops Viognier
Shows stone fruit characteristics but is a bit too developed for its age.

* %k Kk

As good as some of the young wines are, we simply had to lean to a
couple that had the runs on the board, and were drinking at or near their
respective peaks. Splitting the two involved considerable discussion.

One thing is certain. We’re spoiled for choice when it comes to white
wine. We'll never tire of well made chardonnay, riesling or semillon, but
there are other valid choices when it comes to partnering your seafood
or chicken. Start experimenting.

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per
year) http://winewise.net.au/
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