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    Championship Sauvignon Blanc & Blends 
 
 

ibrancy of aroma and flavour was the key quality we sought 
when it come to assessing this class. Whether the wine was 
fermented in stainless steel, oak or both, it had to deliver 

freshness in the glass. Sometimes, with this category of wine, the window 
of peak quality is small, and we were delighted to see that the top wine 
from our August Small Vigneron Awards triumphed again. 
 
 

 
 
 

 Medallion Winner  2019 Lenton Brae Margaret River 
Semillon Sauvignon Blanc  It’s vibrant and grassy but in no way 
green. The impressively intense fruit is supported by lively acidity, and 
there’s a textural element that is very appealing.   ($24.00)  ★★★★★ 

https://www.lentonbrae.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/LB-
SPECIAL_order_form_2020.pdf 

 
2019 Brash Vineyard Single Vineyard Margaret River Sauvignon 
Blanc  A pure grassy, gooseberry varietal style. There’s plenty of fresh 
flavour balanced by lively acidity. Most enjoyable drinking.  (No longer 
available)   ★★★★☆ 

 
2019 Bird in Hand Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc  The ultra-fresh 
gooseberry/grass aromas have considerable appeal. The palate is intense 
and long, with lively acidity.  ($19.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://shortysliquor.com.au/bird-in-hand-sauvignon-blanc-2019 
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2019 Sidewood Estate Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc  A fresh, 
grassy varietal style enhanced by a hint of gooseberry. The palate offers 
fruit weight, fresh acidity and a positive chalky texture.  ($22.00)   

★★★★☆ 
https://sidewood.com.au/product/2019-sidewood-sauvignon-blanc/ 

 
2019 Clairault Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  There’s 
some barrel ferment influence, but the nose still shows fresh gooseberry 
aromatics. The flavoursome palate is well balanced and textural.  (Not 
yet available)   ★★★★ 
 
2019 Bleasdale Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc  a rich, grassy 
sauvignon blanc with a slightly tropical overtone. There’s no shortage of 
flavour, but it’s beginning to lose its aromatic impact.  ($17.00)   ★★★★ 

 
2019 Wicks Estate Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc  A fresh young 
white which shows varietal grassiness with a slight tropical fruit 
overtone. It’s richly flavoured and is drinking well.  ($20.00)  ★★★★ 

 
2018 Freycinet Wineglass Bay Tasmania Sauvignon Blanc  Very 
fresh, vegetal and grassy, showing a hint of sweaty thiol complexity. The 
palate is built on a strong line of acidity.  ($27.00)  ★★★★ 

 
2019 Bird in Hand Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  Full 
flavoured but comparatively developed. Gooseberry and grass 
characteristics are evident, but this wine is losing its vibrancy.   ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Bell & Gong Tasmania Sauvignon Blanc  A rich, slightly 
forward,  gooseberry-scented style that is nearing the end of its ideal 
drinking window.  ★★★ 

 
2019 Xanadu DJL Margaret River Sauvignon Blanc Semillon  The 

vegetal semillon component is prominent. The palate is a bit too lean 

and acid.   ★★★ 

2019 Raidis Estate The Kelpie Limestone Coast Sauvignon Blanc  
Full-flavoured but forward and beginning to fade. The acid is fairly 
sharp.  ★★★ 
 
2019 Bream Creek Vineyard Tasmania Sauvignon Blanc  A big, ripe, 
forward style tending to tropical fruit, although there’s a hint of 
gooseberry.   ★★☆ 

 
2019 Highland Heritage Mt Canobolas Orange Region Sauvignon 
Blanc  Quite forward, and, although grassy, tends to tropical fruit 
aromas and flavours.  ★★☆ 

 
The Margaret River and Adelaide Hills regions have had a grip on this 
class for a long time. Nothing has changed. 
 
 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 
year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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