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New Releases – Oakridge & 

West Cape Howe 

wo producers from different sides of the continent made 

favourable impressions this week – one with chardonnay, the 

other with pinot noir and shiraz. All the wines reflect skilful 

winemaking and their geographic identities. Most important of all, they 

provide considerable drinking pleasure. 

 

WEST CAPE HOWE 

I first met West Cape Howe proprietor Gavin Berry when he was 

winemaker at Plantagenet in the nineties. Gavin now presides over the 

Mount Barker (W.A.) winery and a collection of impressive Great 

Southern Vineyards. 

West Cape Howe recently released three chardonnays. They are all 

strong at their respective price points and offer fresh, clearly varietal 

current drinking. 

 
2019 West Cape Howe Western Australian Chardonnay  A lively, 

uncomplicated white peach/fig style with just enough lees-derived 

texture to lift it out of the ordinary. A very enjoyable young white.  

($17.00)  ★★★★ 

2019 West Cape Howe Old School Mount Barker Chardonnay  The 

nose shows very fresh white peach with hints of nuts and butter. There’s 

plenty of flavour, a creamy texture and fresh acidity to be enjoyed.  

($22.00)  ★★★★ 

2018 West Cape Howe Styx Gully Mount Barker Chardonnay  The 

richest and most complex of the three, offering toasted nuts and faintly 

buttery complexity. A well rounded, generously flavoured chardonnay 

that is drinking well. ($30.00)  ★★★★ 

http://www.wchowe.com.au/ 

T 

http://www.wchowe.com.au/
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OAKRIDGE 

 
2018 Oakridge Vineyard Series Hazeldene Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  

A slightly herbal, raspberry-scented style that is quite plush, balanced by 

very fine tannins. Short term.  ($44.00)   ★★★★ 

2018 Oakridge Vineyard Series Henk Yarra Valley Pinot Noir  The 

lively cherry fruit carries a gentle touch of oak, but the great features of 

this wine are the length of flavour and the balanced firmness. An 

impressive pinot noir that will take some cellaring.  ($44.00)   ★★★★☆ 

2018 Oakridge 864 Aqueduct Block Henk Vineyard Yarra Valley 

Pinot Noir  The perfumed raspberry nose carries a herbal note and 

subtle oak. Although comparatively delicate, the palate is long, balanced 

by fine, persistent tannins. Very stylish.  ($90.00)   ★★★★☆ 

I think there’s more value to be had from the Vineyard Series Henk. In 

fact, I slightly prefer it at this stage. 

2018 Oakridge 864 Close Planted Yarra Valley Syrah  Here’s the star 

turn of this release. I find neatly wrapped violets, dark berries, a few 

grains of black pepper and caress of oak. What a super-fine, silky, 

medium-bodied, delicious shiraz it is.  ($90.00)   ★★★★★ 

https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/ 

 

There’s some great drinking to be had at a range of price points. David 

Bicknell (Oakridge) and Gavin Berry continue to deliver the goods. 

 

Lester Jesberg 
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