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Mornington Peninsula Part 1 
 

t takes only an hour and a quarter to drive from the Melbourne 

CBD to Red Hill South on the Mornington Peninsula. 

Approaching on the M11, the first vineyards of note are located at 

Moorooduc, which, at 70 metres above sea level, is one of the lowest, 

but not the lowest sub-region. From top to bottom, the key vineyard 

locations are: 

Red Hill South 220 m 

Main Ridge 178 m 

Merricks North 133 m 

Tuerong 74 m 

Moorooduc 70 m 

Balnarring 46 m 

Merricks 46 m 

Shoreham 36 m 

Dromana 24 m 

Altitude is significant on the Mornington Peninsula. For example the 

Heat Degree Days (HDD) summation for Dromana is 1240. That is 

similar to Healesville in the Yarra Valley and Beaune in Burgundy. Main 

Ridge registers an HDD of around 1080 which roughly equates with 

Lancefield (Macedon region), southern Tasmania and Epernay, France. 

That is a considerable difference. 

Add to that variations in soil - sandy around Moorooduc to red volcanic 

at red Hill-Main Ridge - and a wide range of wine styles is inevitable. 

There aren’t many places on the peninsula that are more than 12 km 

from the sea, so the moderating maritime influence is particularly strong. 

It means that HDD isn’t the be-all and end-all when it comes to 

comparing the Mornington Peninsula to other regions, particularly if 

their climates tend to be continental. 

The wide range of sites and meso-climates in a relatively compact region 

invited the planting of a range of white grape varieties. Over time the 

range narrowed and chardonnay dominates. However, pinot gris/grigio 

has certainly earned its place. 

 

 

I 
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Pinot Gris/Grigio 

2017 Miceli Iolanda Pinot Grigio  A fresh, precise and comparatively 
delicate white showing poached pear aromas. The palate is creamy, with 

good weight of fruit and textural grip.  ($28.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.miceli.com.au/orderform_Winter_2019.pdf 
 
2019 Portsea Estate Pinot Gris  The rich pear aromas and flavours 
carry a lemony hint. A touch of oak and lees overtones add complexity 
and interest. The palate is one of varietal intensity and balanced firmness. 

A multi-dimensional wine. ($31.50)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.portseaestate.com/catalogue/detail/1155/n/2019-Pinot-
Gris 
 
2018 Prancing Horse Estate Pinot Gris  The appealing nose offers 
rich vanilla pastry overtones, and the palate is texture plus, with a slight 

astringency and satisfying intensity. (Not yet available)  ★★★★ 
 
2018 Nazaaray Single Vineyard Pinot Gris  The vanilla custard and 
pastry aromas suggest barrel fermentation, as does the palate which is 
creamy, textural and rich. A complex, mouthfilling wine. ($33.00)  

★★★★ 
 
2019 Ocean Eight Pinot Gris  The fresh poached pear nose is varietal, 
attractive and faintly nutty. The talc-like mouthfeel adds an extra 

dimension to the full-flavoured palate.  ($36.00)  ★★★★ 

 
2019 Fenian Estate Pinot Gris  The pear aromas are slightly 
diminished by green melon rind overtones. The palate is a little lean and 

firm.  ($32.00)  ★★★☆ 
  
2019 Ten Minutes By Tractor 10X Pinot Gris  Faintly brassy colour. 
Barrel fermentation imparts vanilla slice characteristics.  The palate is 

flavoursome, but a touch too firm.  ($28.00)  ★★★☆ 
 
2017 Prancing Horse Estate Pinot Gris  Shows some maturity, but 

has pear varietal character. The finish is fairly firm.  ($45.00)  ★★★ 
 
2017 Scorpo Estate Grown Pinot Gris  Forward nose with straw-like 

overtones. Just drying a little on the finish.  ($35.00)  ★★☆ 
 
2018 Scorpo Bestia Estate Grown Pinot Grigio Tradizionale  This is 
a skin contact “amber” wine with an amontillado sherry colour. Even in 

the context of this style it’s quite astringent.  ($45.00)  ★★☆ 
 
Pinot gris is clearly suited to the Mornington Peninsula. Barrel 
fermentation appears to be the preferred approach, and the result, in 
some cases at least, is an appealing “vanilla slice” characteristic created 
by the influence of lees. 

The wines above are the antithesis of the fairly neutral pinot grigios 
produced by the megalitre in Veneto, Italy. In fact, they’re probably the 
most interesting expressions of the variety in Australia. 

 

http://www.miceli.com.au/orderform_Winter_2019.pdf
https://www.portseaestate.com/catalogue/detail/1155/n/2019-Pinot-Gris
https://www.portseaestate.com/catalogue/detail/1155/n/2019-Pinot-Gris


 June 24, 2020 
 

3 
 

Chardonnay 

  
 
2018 Paringa Estate The Paringa Chardonnay  This is a skilfully 
crafted chardonnay that has just the right amount of “funky” barrel 
ferment input to complement the intense white peach aromas and 

flavours. The palate is delightfully long and creamy. ($80.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.paringaestate.com.au/product/paringa-the-paringa-
chardonnay/ 
 
2017 Ten Minutes By Tractor Wallis Chardonnay  The rich white 
stone fruit aromas are enhanced by hints of citrus and nougat. The long, 
beautifully textured, acid-fresh palate is very impressive indeed. ($68.00)  

★★★★★ 
https://www.tenminutesbytractor.com.au/fedelta-product/tmbt-wallis-
chardonnay-17/ 
 
2018 Dexter Mornington Peninsula Chardonnay  The white peach 
nose is enhanced by subtle toast and nuts aromas, and the vibrant palate 
is long and creamy. A stylish wine with excellent palate structure. 

($40.00)  ★★★★☆  
http://www.dexterwines.com.au/shop.html 
 
2017 Miceli Olivia's Chardonnay  Everything fits neatly together in 
this chardonnay which is beginning to show its best form. It’s vibrantly 
varietal, with very positive barrel fermentation overtones. The long, 

satisfying palate is nicely freshened by acidity. ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 
http://www.miceli.com.au/ 
 
2019 Crittenden Estate The Zumma Chardonnay  A fresh white 
peach style with subtle lees complexity.  The palate is long, tightly 

structured and appealingly creamy. ($57.00) ★★★★☆  
https://www.crittendenwines.com.au/ 
 
 

https://www.paringaestate.com.au/product/paringa-the-paringa-chardonnay/
https://www.paringaestate.com.au/product/paringa-the-paringa-chardonnay/
https://www.tenminutesbytractor.com.au/fedelta-product/tmbt-wallis-chardonnay-17/
https://www.tenminutesbytractor.com.au/fedelta-product/tmbt-wallis-chardonnay-17/
http://www.dexterwines.com.au/shop.html
http://www.miceli.com.au/
https://www.crittendenwines.com.au/
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2018 Crittenden Estate Kangerong Chardonnay  Freshness and 
restraint are the keynote features of this nectarine-grapefruit style which 
offers appealing lees complexity. The palate is a great example of how 

positive textural phenolics can enhance chardonnay. ($45.00)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2018 Scorpo Estate Grown Chardonnay  The classic peach of 
chardonnay is evident, as is a whiff of nougat, and a beguiling hint of 
aniseed. The fruit weight and textural grip are very positive features. 

($48.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://scorpowines.com/product/2017-scorpo-estate-chardonnay/ 
 
2018 Circe Hillcrest Road Vineyard Chardonnay  The restrained 
white peach nose is enhanced by a faint funkiness. Flavour builds on a 
tight palate which delivers a pleasing firmness on the lingering finish. 

(Not yet available) ★★★★☆ 
http://circewines.com.au/ 
 
2018 Crittenden Estate Cri de Coeur Chardonnay  It’s all there – 
vibrant white nectarine, nougat and toast. The long, creamy, acid-fresh 

palate provides considerable drinking pleasure.  ($80.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.crittendenwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=pages.showPa
ge&pageID=2981D6E4-F677-3DB6-1F66-
D65BFF02C909&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=10&&page=2 
 
2018 Portsea Estate Back Beach Chardonnay  A fresh, nutty 
chardonnay showing white nectarine characteristics with hints of 

cumquat, vanilla and nutmeg. Satisfying drinking. ($29.95)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.portseaestate.com/catalogue/detail/1147/n/2018-Back-
Beach-Chardonnay 
 
2017 Prancing Horse Estate Reserve Chardonnay  This is a full, rich, 
nutty style with an excellent creamy texture. The fruit needs to grow a  
little more to carry the complexity, but given the strong spine of acidity, 

a couple more years in bottle should do the trick. ($100.00)  ★★★★ 
 
2019 Paringa Estate Peninsula Chardonnay  The white peach varietal 
character drives this fresh, textural chardonnay. It provides very 
enjoyable drinking, and will continue to do so for at least a couple of 

years.  ($29.00)  ★★★★  
 
2018 Merricks Estate Chardonnay  A big, rich style showing some 
classy oak, nuts and butter on the nose. The full-on palate will please 

those seeking chardonnays with plenty of flavour. ($32.00)  ★★★★ 
 
2018 Ten Minutes By Tractor 10X Chardonnay  A straightforward 

style with pleasing weight of fruit. Good drinking now. ($30.00) ★★★★ 
 
2018 Paringa Estate Chardonnay  This is a fresh chardonnay with 
white peach characteristics and subtle barrel work. It needs slightly more 

mid-palate intensity. ($45.00)  ★★★★ 
 
2017 Ten Minutes By Tractor Estate Chardonnay Although this wine 
is showing some development, there’s no shortage of varietal intensity 

backed up by a strong line of supporting acidity. ($44.00)  ★★★★ 
 

https://scorpowines.com/product/2017-scorpo-estate-chardonnay/
http://circewines.com.au/
https://www.crittendenwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=pages.showPage&pageID=2981D6E4-F677-3DB6-1F66-D65BFF02C909&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=10&&page=2
https://www.crittendenwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=pages.showPage&pageID=2981D6E4-F677-3DB6-1F66-D65BFF02C909&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=10&&page=2
https://www.crittendenwines.com.au/index.cfm?method=pages.showPage&pageID=2981D6E4-F677-3DB6-1F66-D65BFF02C909&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=10&&page=2
https://www.portseaestate.com/catalogue/detail/1147/n/2018-Back-Beach-Chardonnay
https://www.portseaestate.com/catalogue/detail/1147/n/2018-Back-Beach-Chardonnay
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2017 Red Hill Estate Single Vineyard Chardonnay  A wine offering 
vibrant varietal fruit and lively acidity. The oak is just a little too obvious.  

($74.00)  ★★★★ 
  
2016 Ocean Eight Grande Chardonnay  A full-flavoured, peachy 
chardonnay showing obvious development on the nose. The palate 
delivers commendably fresh flavour which finishes long and fresh. 

($70.00)  ★★★★ 
 
2019 Crittenden Estate Cri de Couer Chardonnay  This is a very 
reserved chardonnay at the moment. There’s underlying power which is 
yet to emerge on the tight palate. It needs a couple of years in bottle. 

($80.00)   ★★★★ 
 
2018 Nazaaray Single Vineyard Chardonnay  The intense white 
peach nose is given an extra dimension by lees input and classy oak. The 

oak comes through a little too strongly on the finish.  ($45.00)  ★★★★ 
 
2019 Crittenden Estate Kangerong Chardonnay  A fruit-driven style 

with a good acid backbone and a talc-like texture. ($45.00)  ★★★☆ 

 
2018 Circe Mornington Peninsula Chardonnay  A reserved 
chardonnay showing hints of citrus. It’s on the lean side, and needs to 

build more flavour to match the acidity. ($36.00)  ★★★☆ 
 
2019 Crittenden Estate Peninsula Chardonnay  Fresh and young, 
with an apple-like nose. It’s not showing much at the moment, but will 

deliver more after another year in bottle. ($34.00)  ★★★☆ 
 
2018 Portsea Estate Mornington Peninsula Chardonnay  A fresh 

peachy style that shows a little too much oak. ($45.00)  ★★★☆ 
 
2018 Crittenden Estate The Zumma Chardonnay  A wine with citrus 
characteristics that are partly submerged by oak. The fruit is too 

restrained at this stage. ($57.00)  ★★★ 
 
2018 Prancing Horse Estate Chardonnay  Rich, peachy and slightly 

buttery. Seems ready. ($75.00)  ★★★ 
 
2018 Portsea Estate Stonecutters Block Single Vineyard 

Chardonnay  Slightly too forward and oaky. ($60.00)  ★★★ 
 
2018 Crittenden Estate Peninsula Chardonnay  Quite plain. Needs 

more fruit weight.  ($34.00)  ★★★ 
 
2017 Prancing Horse Estate Chardonnay  Rich buttery honeycomb 

overtones. Complex but forward, with a drying finish.  ($75.00)  ★★★ 
 
2019 Prancing Horse Estate Chardonnay  Peachy, with nutty, buttery 

overtones. Drinks ok now, but could be fresher.  ★★★ 
 
With about two-thirds of the wines being awarded gold or silver medal 
scores, it’s obvious that the Mornington Peninsula is one of Australia’s 
leading chardonnay regions. 
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Other Dry Whites 

2019 Paradigm Hill Mornington Peninsula Riesling  A fresh, floral 
varietal style with good initial fruit and a faint phenolic grip. The palate 
tapers slightly to a comparatively soft finish, but this is a very enjoyable 

expression of the variety. ($37.00)  ★★★★ 

2019 Fenian Mornington Peninsula Sauvignon Blanc  This is a well 

made varietal white nearing the peak of its form. The gooseberry, slightly 

herbal nose leads to a richly flavoured palate backed up by lingering 

acidity. It’s definitely not in the lean vegetal style. ($25.00)  ★★★★ 

Rating Scale 

★★★★★ Outstanding  97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96     Gold/silver 

★★★★    Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆    Recommended  87-89  Bronze 

★★★      Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆      Agreeable  82-84 

★★        Acceptable  80-82 

★☆        Acceptable  77-79 

★          Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆          Unacceptable  71-73 

No stars       Undrinkable  <71 

2020 VINTAGE REPORT 

After a challenging start to the year, Mornington Peninsula wineries were 
feeling positive when the first grapes of the vintage began coming off 
vines in early March, about two weeks later than average due to a very 
cool summer.  

Yield is reported to be down 35-40% on average and down 60% on 
2019, which was affected by cool weather and wind at flowering which 
continued through fruit set and into the growing period. 

Initial concern that smoke haze in January may have affected the region’s 
vineyards was allayed after extensive testing by the Australian Wine 
Research Institute and Dromana laboratory Vintessential. 

The Mornington Peninsula’s coastal geography helped to dissipate any 
smoke and its effects as well as the distance from ignition points, the 
cool season also meant grapes were pre-verasion at the time of the 
bushfires, minimising potential for penetration of smoke. 

Settled weather for the remainder of March allowed for vintage to 
progress with pace to deliver consistently high quality, low tonnage fruit. 

Tyson Lewis – President MPVA Technical Committee 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 
year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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