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Mornington Peninsula Part 2 

 

he chardonnays fared well, but what about their Burgundy 

counterparts, the pinot noirs? Will the cool-grown wines at the 

top of the ridge outdo their counterparts from down below? 

How much winemaker intervention is too much? That’s often a major 

topic of discussion in judging pinot noir. 

 

Pinot Noir 

 

 
 

2016 Paringa Estate Robinson Vineyard Pinot Noir  This wine 

comes from the Tuerong sub-region of the peninsula, and is a single 

clone (MV6) wine. It offers concentrated raspberry aromatics matched 

with integrated oak. The palate is impressively long and intense, with 

beautifully balanced tannins. ($80.00 – Available only to Paringa Estate 

Wine Club members)  ★★★★★   

https://www.paringaestate.com.au/ 

 

2017 Paringa Estate The Paringa Pinot Noir  Although this wine is 

priced to be the ultimate expression of pinot noir from Paringa Estate, 

on this occasion we gave the nod to the Robinson. Vibrant raspberry 

fruit merges well with the classy oak on a long, fine palate. ($100.00)      
★★★★☆   

https://www.paringaestate.com.au/product/paringa-estate-the-paringa-

pinot-noir/ 

 

2017 Ocean Eight Pinot Noir   The ripe berry aromas are enhanced by 

herbal notes. Although the palate is fairly firm, it has impressive length, 

balance and fruit weight.  ($55.00)  ★★★★☆   

https://oceaneight.com.au/5.-ocean-eight-pinot-noir-2017-(free-

shipping) 

 

2019 Paringa Estate Peninsula Pinot Noir  This is a fresh, perfumed 

cherry style of pinot that is quite plush. The fine, firm tannins provide 

perfect balance. Excellent drinking. ($29.00)   ★★★★☆  

 

2019 Scorpo Noirien Pinot Noir  The impressive dark cherry nose is 

an attention-grabber. After that, the palate is no disappointment, 

delivering intense varietal flavour within a firm, balanced structure. 

($32.00)   ★★★★☆   

https://scorpowines.com/product/2017-scorpo-noirien-pinot-noir/ 

 

 

T 
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2018 Circe Hillcrest Road Vineyard Pinot Noir  The appealing high-

toned raspberry aroma is enhanced by attractive whole-bunch overtones. 

The silky palate features persistent, elegant fruit backed up by very fine 

tannins.  (Not yet released)  ★★★★☆ 

http://circewines.com.au/wines/ 

 

2018 Crittenden Estate The Zumma Pinot Noir  Quite complex, 

showing a touch of whole bunch which complements the bright cherry 

fruit. The palate is long and satisfying, balanced by beautifully managed 

tannins. ($57.00)   ★★★★☆ 

https://www.crittendenwines.com.au/ 

 

2018 Paradigm Hill Adesso Pinot Noir  A fresh red berry pinot with 

both weight and structure. It has just enough fruit to carry the tannins. 

($79.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2018 Crittenden Estate Peninsula Pinot Noir  Pale colour. The fresh, 

straightforward red berry aromas have appeal. Not bad weight and 

structure, with some persistence of flavour. Early drinking. ($34.00)       
★★★★ 

 

2017 Paringa Estate Pinot Noir  The fresh raspberry nose is attractive, 

and it carries a whiff of oak. The palate has depth of fruit supported by 

fine tannins which linger. ($65.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2019 Crittenden Estate The Zumma Pinot Noir  Summer pudding 

aromas and flavours are evident in this pinot with an attractively plush 

palate. It has the structure to support the fruit. ($57.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2017 Prancing Horse Estate Pinot Noir  Pale colour. Perfumed and 

slightly stemmy. Genuinely elegant, with good length of flavour, but it’s 

just a little light. ($75.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2017 Ten Minutes By Tractor Coolart Road Pinot Noir   A powerful 

red fruits style that shows some toasty oak. There’s plenty of varietal 

flavour to enjoy, but the oak is prominent at this stage.  ($78.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2018 Circe Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  Quite perfumed, with 

a stemmy edge. The fine, mouthcoating tannins are a bit upfront right 

now, but this wine should build well in bottle. ($35.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2015 Merricks Estate Pinot Noir  Strongly varietal, but one-

dimensional.  However, it’s very fresh and is a most enjoyable drink. 

($35.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2018 Ten Minutes By Tractor Judd Pinot Noir  Pale colour. Fresh, 

with a hint of stems. It’s not a substantial pinot, but it has persistence 

and very fine tannins which match the fruit.   ★★★★ 

 

 

http://circewines.com.au/wines/
https://www.crittendenwines.com.au/
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2016 Nazaaray Estate Single Vineyard Pinot Noir  A complex pinot 

with a pleasing herbal influence. It’s still very fresh, with fine, firm 

tannins, and will benefit from a further couple of years in bottle.  ★★★★   

 

2019 Crittenden Estate Cri de Coeur Pinot Noir  The fresh red berry 

nose is clearly varietal, as is the palate which is of adequate weight. The 

tannins are in sync with the intensity of fruit. ($80.00)   ★★★★ 

 

2019 Crittenden Estate Peninsula Pinot Noir  Pale colour. A fresh 

light strawberry style of pinot. It offers attractive, uncomplicated short 

term drinking. ($34.00)   ★★★☆ 

 

2016 Nazaaray Bangles Single Vineyard Pinot Noir  Shows maturity, 

but is still fresh enough. It’s just a tad dry on the finish. ($45.00)  ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Ten Minutes By Tractor 10X Pinot Noir  Fragrant, with an 

attractive herbal note. The palate is a little hollow. Short term. ($34.00)  
★★★☆ 
 

2019 Prancing Horse Estate The Pony Pinot Noir  Very pale. 

Perfumed but light. Just adequate intensity. Drink now.  ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Prancing Horse Estate Reserve Pinot Noir  Light simple 

strawberry aromas. Not quite enough fruit weight.  ★★★☆ 

 

2018 Ten Minutes By Tractor Estate Pinot Noir  Fresh cherry plus 

stems on nose. Good weight of fruit, with fine savoury tannins. Slightly 

forward though. ($48.00)  ★★★☆ 

 

2018 Crittenden Estate Cri de Coeur Pinot Noir  Fresh, with an 

attractive red berry character, but the firmness tends to outweigh the 

fruit.  ($80.00)  ★★★☆ 

 

2018 Crittenden Estate Kangerong Pinot Noir  Pale colour. Light, 

with a herbal note. Adequate fruit. Balanced firmness. ($45.00)  ★★★☆ 

 

2019 Prancing Horse Estate Pinot Noir  Pale colour. Fresh raspberry 

with subtle oak. Attractive, but doesn’t have quite enough fruit weight to 

go with the tannins.  ★★★ 

 

2019 Crittenden Estate Kangerong Pinot Noir  Attractive strawberry 

nose. Fresh, but simple, with slightly furry tannins. ($45.00)  ★★★ 

 

2018 Paradigm Hill L'Ami Sage Pinot Noir  Bright light colour. 

Vibrant cherry. Very fine tannins. Needs a little more weight. ($69.00)    
★★★ 
 

2018 Portsea Estate Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  Complex, 

but quite stemmy. Needs more weight. ($45.00)  ★★★ 

 

2017 Ten Minutes By Tractor Judd Pinot Noir  Very pale. Forward 

and quite stemmy. Oak shows through, but the fruit tapers off. ($78.00)   
★★★ 
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2017 Prancing Horse Estate Reserve Pinot Noir  Very pale colour 

and light nose but has some length of flavour. The finish is 

comparatively firm.  ($100.00)  ★★★ 

 

2015 Nazaaray Estate Single Vineyard Pinot Noir   Mature but 

holding up ok. The tannins dry the finish, but there’s just enough fruit. 

($37.00)  ★★★ 

 

2017 Red Hill Estate Single Vineyard Pinot Noir  Pale colour. 

Advanced and complex, but lacks weight. ($74.00)  ★★★ 

 

2018 Portsea Estate Back Beach Pinot Noir  Light colour. Light 

simple red fruits. Forward, with a hint of mint. ($29.95)  ★★☆ 

 

2018 Scorpo Estate Grown Pinot Noir  Fresh cherry aromatics. Only 

just enough fruit weight. ($55.00)  ★★★ 

 

2019 Portsea Estate Merricks Block Pinot Noir  Pale colour. Light, 

slightly too stemmy, and there’s a green edge.  ★★☆ 

 

2018 Dexter Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  Very pale colour. 

Light and forward, with herbal notes. ($60.00)  ★★☆ 

 

2018 Merricks Thompson's Lane Pinot Noir  Very pale colour. 

Decidedly light nose. Lacks substance.  ★★☆ 

 

2018 Fenian Estate Pinot Noir  Very weak colour. Plain and light. 

($40.00)  ★★    

 

2018 Portsea Estate Birthday Hill Single Vineyard Pinot Noir  

Slightly cloudy. Dull, lacking freshness.   ($60.00)   ★☆ 

 

The question of best sub-region remains unresolved. Of the top seven 

wines, we have two from Red Hill South, and one each from Tuerong, 

Shoreham, Merricks North and Dromana. The other is a blend of sites. 

 

Sparkling 

2012 Ten Minutes By Tractor Blanc de Blancs  The nose offers 

attractive cracked wheat complexity with mature chardonnay overtones. 

A lively sparkling wine that will appeal to those who prefer a very dry, 

acidic finish. ($68.00)  ★★★★ 

2008 Miceli Michael Brut  Musky, slightly nutty aromas with some 

development. The long palate offers a fine mousse and is dry but 

balanced. ($50.00)  ★★★★  

2006 Miceli Brut Rosé  Orange/gold colour. Mature, with aldehydic 

overtones. The fruit is holding on, but beginning to dry out. ($70.00)     
★★★  
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Shiraz 

2018 Paringa Estate The Paringa Shiraz  This one’s all about opulent 

dark berry supported by classy oak. It’s very “showy”, but offers great 

fruit and a fine tannin structure.  ($80.00)  ★★★★☆ 

https://www.paringaestate.com.au/product/paringa-the-paringa-shiraz/ 

 

2018 Circe Mornington Peninsula Shiraz  If you’re a fan of northern 

Rhône shiraz you’ll be pleased with the Circe. Aromatic red fruits merge 

with pepper, spice, violet and grilled beef nuances. The palate is silky and 

Côte Rôtie-like.  (Not yet available)  ★★★★☆  

 

2016 Paringa Estate Shiraz   A fresh, powerful dark berry style with 

black pepper overtones and lashings of oak. Fine tannins match the 

vibrant fruit. ($50.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2018 Paringa Estate Peninsula Shiraz  Fresh mulberry characteristics 

are prominent in this fruit-driven shiraz. There’s just enough fruit to 

carry the tannins. ($29.00)   ★★★★ 

 

2013 Merricks Thompson's Lane Shiraz  The red fruits nose has a 

herbal edge, but the palate offers reasonable fruit weight.  ★★★☆ 

  

2014 Merricks Estate Shiraz  The fresh, spicy red fruits nose is 

attractive but the finish is somewhat lean and acidic.  ★★★ 

  

2017 Scorpo Estate Grown Shiraz  Pronounced white pepper 

characteristics are prominent. The flavour is on the light side.  ★★★ 

 

2017 Paradigm Hill Col's Block Shiraz   The nose is interestingly 

complex, but the palate is just too lean.  ★★☆ 

 

2017 Portsea Estate Mornington Peninsula Syrah  White pepper 

nose. The palate is fresh but too thin and acidic.  ★★☆  

 

Shiraz can be a challenge on the Mornington Peninsula, but the right site, 

coupled with appropriate viticulture can produce excellent results. 

 

Cabernet Sauvignon 

2013 Merricks Estate Cabernet  This wine shows raspberry aromas 

and flavours. It’s quite delicate, but has some length, and the tannins are 

fine and savoury.  ★★★☆ 

2012 Merricks Thompson’s Lane Cabernet  The red fruits carry a hint 

of leafiness. It’s on the lean side but is still very fresh.  ★★★ 

 

In a region that is not the ideal home for cabernet sauvignon, both these 

wines reflect skilled viticulture and winemaking. 

  

https://www.paringaestate.com.au/product/paringa-the-paringa-shiraz/

