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 Collection   

 

 usually taste the full Penfolds Collection range in the company of 

Chief Winemaker Peter Gago and a gaggle of other wine scribes. 

However Covid-19 has made this year different to all those 

preceding it. Penfolds kindly sent a box of six wines which I was able to 

taste with two other members of the Winewise panel, Lex Howard and 

David Yeates. I followed up with a twenty minute chat with Peter Gago 

via telephone. 

 

2019 Penfolds Bin 311 Chardonnay  The nose is packed with white 

peach aromatics enhanced by a whiff of oak. There’s quite a bit of grip 

to the palate which offers good length of flavour and fresh acidity. 

($50.00)  ★★★★ 

 

2019 Penfolds Reserve Bin 19A Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  This is a 

vibrant, complex chardonnay in which funky notes and new French oak 

unite with white nectarine and grapefruit aromatics. The palate is long 

and creamy, with talc-like phenolics and lively acidity. The intense fruit 

comfortably absorbs the oak.  ($125.00)  ★★★★★ 

“No two barrels are the same. They reflect different sites and soil 
types, and because a proportion of barrels are incrementally filled 
from the press they contain different amounts of solids.”  Peter 

Gago 
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2018 Penfolds Bin 28 Kalimna Shiraz  The vibrant blackberry 

aromatics are most inviting, and are enhanced by floral notes. This is an 

exceptional Bin 28. The fine, savoury tannins merge seamlessly with the 

delightful varietal fruit.  ($50.00)  ★★★★☆ 

2018 Penfolds Bin 389 Cabernet Shiraz  A wine of intensity and 

freshness, showing dark berry and blackcurrant characteristics, with 

undertones of toast/vanilla oak. Fine, firm tannins and lashings of oak 

loom large on a long palate at the moment. At least ten years’ cellaring is 

required.  ($100.00)  ★★★★ 

“It’s no longer ‘Poor Man’s Grange’ in the way it was back in the 

seventies. It’s hard-wired differently now.”  Peter Gago 

 

2017 Penfolds St Henri Shiraz  The shiraz varietal character is pristine, 

encompassing blackberry with spicy nuances. This is a beautifully 

balanced wine which has great persistence of flavour. The tannins are 

blessed with a fineness that matches the restraint of the varietal flavour. 

($135.00)  ★★★★★ 

2016 Penfolds Grange  A powerful yet coiled-up wine in which the new 

American oak tries valiantly to assert itself. However, the powerful 

blackberry and dark chocolate of distinguished shiraz sites stands firm. 

This is Grange of the highest order. Although the tannins are prominent, 

and a whiff of volatility is evident after breathing, the layers of flavour 

show through. A fifty year wine. ($950.00)  ★★★★★ 

Lester Jesberg 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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