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Blanc & Gris 
 

he title suggests white and grey, but it might as well be white and 
black when it comes to the grape varieties sauvignon blanc and 
pinot gris. Both are very popular in the market place, sauvignon 

blanc because it’s “fruity” and easy to recognise, and pinot gris because 
it’s often bland and inoffensive. 
 
Yet both varieties can offer drinking pleasure to wine enthusiasts. I’ve 
often awarded gold medals to dry whites made from sauvignon blanc 
and pinot gris. Why? Because fresh, well made wines that express their 
varietal origins are worthy of acclaim. Only two made the gold medal cut 
here, but others provide enjoyable drinking. 
 
 

The White 
 

 
 
2019 Saint & Scholar Dewy’s Nectar Adelaide Hills Sauvignon 
Blanc  This is a genuinely interesting sauvignon blanc in both flavour 
and textural terms. It leans to grapefruit and passionfruit aromatically, 
and has excellent length, with a pleasing dry grip to the finish. More 
Sancerre than Marlborough, if you get what I mean. ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://saintandscholar.com.au/collections/all-products/products/test 
 
2020 Shaw + Smith Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc Year in year 
out, this wine delivers the goods. Although it doesn’t shine quite as 
brightly as some of its predecessors, it offers ripe grapefruit and 
gooseberry characteristics, satisfying flavour and lively acidity.($25.00)   
★★★★ 
https://www.nicks.com.au/2020-shaw-smith-sauvignon-blanc 
 
2020 West Cape Howe Mount Barker Sauvignon Blanc  This is a 
grassy gooseberry style with a good acid line. It’s just a little lean. 
($22.00) ★★★☆  
 
2020 Longview Whippet Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc  A 
veritable fruit salad of aromas – gooseberry, guava, passionfruit and 
mango. It’s slightly forward but has plenty of flavour.  ($23.00)  ★★★☆ 
 
2020 Zonte’s Footstep Excalibur Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc  
A fresh tropical fruit/gooseberry style with adequate fruit and an acid 
lift. ($22.00) ★★★   
 
2020 Berton Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc  The gooseberry aromatics 
are slightly “sweaty”, but there’s reasonable fruit weight and the acidity is 
balanced. ($13.00)  ★★★ 
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The Grey 
 

 
 
2020 Soumah Single Vineyard Yarra Valley Pinot Grigio  A vibrant, 
delicious example of variety and style showing both pear and stone fruit 
characteristics. The long-flavoured palate is based on a foundation of 
lively acidity and beautifully integrated phenolic grip. ($28.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://soumah.com.au/product/2020-single-vineyard-pinot-grigio/ 
 
2020 Cooks Lot 666 Orange Pinot Gris There are elements of both 
nashi and Williams pear which are very attractive. The long palate is 
enhanced by a talc-like texture. ($23.00)   ★★★★ 
https://orangewinecentre.com.au/product/cooks-lot-2020-lot-666-
pinot-gris/ 
 
2020 Longview Queenie Adelaide Hills Pinot Grigio The fresh pear 
aromas are attractive. Good palate weight with a fairly firm grip. ($23.00)  
★★★☆ 
 
2020 Zonte’s Footstep Shades of Gris Adelaide Hills Pinot Gris A 
fresh dry white with pear varietal character. The phenolics are a little too 
assertive. ($25.00)  ★★★☆ 
 
2020 Tahbilk Pinot Gris Very pale pink. Tropical yeast-derived aro-
matics. Good fruit with balanced acid and phenolics. ($21.50)   ★★★☆ 
 
2019 Saint & Scholar Adelaide Hills Pinot Gris  Decidedly pink tinge. 
The poached pear nose is clearly varietal, however the palate is quite 
firm. ($25.00)  ★★★ 
 
2020 Clandestine Vineyards Adelaide Hills Pinot Grigio  Slightly 
grassy. Adequate fruit with balanced acidity. ($30.00)  ★★★ 
 

Lester Jesberg 
 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

https://soumah.com.au/product/2020-single-vineyard-pinot-grigio/
https://orangewinecentre.com.au/product/cooks-lot-2020-lot-666-pinot-gris/
https://orangewinecentre.com.au/product/cooks-lot-2020-lot-666-pinot-gris/
http://winewise.net.au/

