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CHAMPIONSHIP 

CHARDONNAY 
 

e begin our Championship coverage with the strongest class. 
On many occasions we’ve pointed out the depth of Australian 
chardonnay, and here’s another reinforcement of that view. 

The high quality made it difficult to separate several of the wines, but, in 
the final taste-off, the decision was unanimous. 
 
Adelaide Hills chardonnay continues its run of successes in our 
competitions, and has cemented its position as one of Australia’s most 
prominent grape variety-region combinations. 
 
Canberra’s Nick O’Leary, after presenting his credentials with riesling 
and shiraz, now emerges as a force with chardonnay. The best is yet to 
come. 
 
 
 

 
  

Medallion Winner  2019 Penfolds Bin 19A Adelaide Hills 
Chardonnay   White peach fruit is perfectly supported by struck match 
aromas. The classy French oak merges beautifully into the linear textural 
palate that finishes with lively acidity. Is this the No.1 Penfolds label in 
quality terms?  ($110.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.langtons.com.au/product/86588/1/2019?basket=92581 
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Medallion Winner  2018 Orlando Lyndale Adelaide Hills 
Chardonnay   The rich white peach aroma and flavour combine 
superbly with nougat complexity. A vibrant, textural chardonnay that is a 
delight to drink.  ($50.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.unitedcellars.com/au/orlando-lyndale-chardonnay-
2018?utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=winesearcher&utm_term=feed 
  
2019 Nick O’Leary Tumbarumba Chardonnay   The lees-derived 
complexity delivers attractive matchstick funkiness supporting intense 
white peach varietal aroma and flavour. A textural, beautifully balanced 
chardonnay. ($32.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://nickolearywines.com.au/collections/chardonnay/products/copy
-of-tumbarumba-chardonnay-2018 
 
2019 Orlando Lyndale Adelaide Hills Chardonnay   The intense 
white peach varietal character is supported by excellent barrel work. This 
is a wine of good length, texture and acidity. (Not yet released)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2019 Robert Stein Reserve Mudgee Chardonnay   A vibrant, creamy 
chardonnay showing ripe white peach characteristics enhanced by nougat 
complexity. Excellent drinking. (Not yet released)    ★★★★☆ 
 
2019 St Hugo Eden Valley Chardonnay   This is a delightfully creamy 
white peach style with subtle barrel fermentation influences. A classic 
modern Australian chardonnay. ($38.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.sthugo.com/eden-valley-chardonnay-2019 
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2018 Rill House My Deer Bride Macedon Ranges Chardonnay   A 
fresh white peach style with subtle nuttiness. The palate is stylish, creamy 
and long, with a strong acid line.  ($60.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.armadalecellars.com.au/All-Products/Rill-House-My-
Deer-Bride-Chardonnay-2018.aspx 
 
2019 McGuigan Cellar Select Tumbarumba Chardonnay   The 
peachy fruit is complemented by nuts, butter and an attractive hint of 
lees complexity. A well made chardonnay with a good fruit-acid balance. 
Great value. ($22.00 Cellar door only)   ★★★★☆ 
 
2018 Hungerford Hill Tumbarumba Chardonnay   A peachy, creamy 
style with a hint of gunflint complexity. The palate offers both intensity 
and length. Good drinking.  ($40.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://hungerfordhill.com.au/products/tumbarumba-chardonnay-2018 
 
2017 Two Rivers Yarrawa Road Hunter Valley Chardonnay   This 
peachy/nutty chardonnay combines freshness, intensity and complexity 
beautifully. It’s a most enjoyable drink indeed. (Not currently available)  
★★★★☆ 
 
2018 Crittenden Estate The Zumma Mornington Peninsula 
Chardonnay   This is a rich peach, nuts and butter style with excellent 
weight, acid, freshness and texture. ($49.20)   ★★★★ 
https://www.winesquare.com.au/catalog/product/view/id/17981/s/20
18-crittendenthe-zumma-chardonnay-mornington-peninsula/ 
 
2019 Yarra Yering Chardonnay   Here’s a fresh, restrained white peach 
style that is tightly structured and backward, with a good acid line. It 
really needs time. ($105.00)  ★★★★ 
https://www.yarrayering.com/product/2019-chardonnay/ 
 
2019 Wirra Wirra The 12th Man Adelaide Hills Chardonnay   A rich, 
slightly toasty chardonnay with good weight and creaminess. It’s drinking 
well now. ($34.00)  ★★★★ 
https://www.princewinestore.com.au/shop/index.php/category-
list/liquor/white-wine/wirra-wirra-the-12th-man-chardonnay-2019.html 
 
2019 Clemens Hill Aurelia Tasmania Chardonnay   Rich but forward 
and buttery, with hints of creamed corn. Good fruit weight is backed up 
by balanced acidity. (Not yet released)  ★★★★ 
 
2018 Pike and Joyce Kay Reserve Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  A 
very fresh chardonnay showing hints of gooseberry on the nose. This is a 
wine of admirable texture and length.  (Not available)  ★★★★ 
 
2019 Whimwood Estate Nannup Chardonnay   The intense white 
peach varietal character is supported by oak and lees complexity. A fresh, 
long, textural chardonnay nearing its peak. ($30.00)   ★★★★ 
https://www.whimwoodestatewines.com.au/buy-wine-859039.html 
 
2019 Paringa Estate The Paringa Mornington Peninsula 
Chardonnay   The intense varietal character is impressive, but the 
reductive gunflint overtone is relatively strong. A powerful, textural wine 
with plenty of complexity.  (Not yet released)   ★★★★ 
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2018 Whimwood Estate Nannup Chardonnay   The rich, complex 
cashew nose seems fully developed. However, this past award-winner is 
still drinking well. ($30.00)  ★★★★ 
https://www.whimwoodestatewines.com.au/buy-wine-859039.html 
 
2017 Pepper Tree Venus Block Single Vineyard Orange 
Chardonnay  A full flavoured chardonnay with peach and vanilla in 
abundance. (Not available)   ★★★★ 
 
2018 Briar Ridge Briar Hill Single Vineyard Hunter Valley 
Chardonnay   There’s certainly no lack of flavour, but the barrel-
induced complexity still tends to outweigh the fruit.   ★★★☆ 
 
2018 Freycinet Tasmania Chardonnay The fresh peach/citrus aromas 
have appeal, but the palate is comparatively one-dimensional.  ★★★☆ 
 
2019 Bleasdale Adelaide Hills Chardonnay   The ripe peach aroma is 
more than matched by oak. Palate-wise, the fruit copes with the barrel 
work, and the creamy texture is a plus.  ★★★☆ 
 
2019 Pike and Joyce Sirocco Adelaide Hills Chardonnay   Fresh 
grapefruit/gooseberry aromas suggest slight under-ripeness, but the 
palate offers good fruit weight and balance.  ★★★☆ 
 
2019 Meerea Park XYZ Chardonnay  Slightly dull nose. Showing some 
development, but still offers good fruit.  ★★★☆ 
 
2019 Brash Road Vineyard Margaret River Chardonnay   This wine 
unashamedly shows off its oak. The fresh peachy fruit is of good weight 
and acid freshens the finish.  ★★★☆ 

 

2019 House Of Cards The Royals Queen Of Hearts Margaret River 
Chardonnay   The ripe yellow peach varietal characteristics only just 
cope with butterscotch overtones. Ready to drink.  ★★★ 
  
2018 Back Beach Mornington Peninsula Chardonnay   Forward, 
verging on tropical fruit, showing too much development.   ★★★ 
 
2020 Oxford Landing Chardonnay   A fresh peach/tropical fruit 
chardonnay that provides simple drinking now.  ★★★ 
 
2019 Dogrock Degraves Road Reserve Chardonnay   Forward and 
fairly plain, showing nutmeg oak.   ★★★ 
 
2018 Yes Said the Seal Chardonnay   Advanced colour and nose.  Full 
flavoured, but fading.   ★★☆ 

 

One of the major stories of the tasting is the emergence of 

Tumbarumba. Three wines (from three different producers) in the top 

ten is no fluke. For chardonnay fans it’s a region to follow. 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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