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CHAMPIONSHIP PINOT NOIR 
 

s unabashed Burgundy fans, we’re overjoyed by the progress of 
pinot noir in Australia. As vines age and understanding of clones 
increases, so does the quality of wines they produce. Great pinot 

noirs are wines of fragrance, depth and length, but not heaviness. They 
are never stern, but manage to be age-worthy. Several wines impressed 
us, but the top three delivered everything we seek. 
 
 

 
 
 

Medallion Winner  2019 Paringa Estate Robinson 
Vineyard Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  The fragrant, intense 
cherry aromas are backed up beautifully by high-quality oak. Power, 
structure and finesse are key features of a long, long palate. (Not yet 

released)    ★★★★★  
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2019 Yarra Yering Pinot Noir   There’s just enough of everything 
without too much or too little of anything – vibrant dark cherry fruit, 
just-right stems and oak input, impressively fine tannins. Although you 
can enjoy it now, a minimum five years in the cellar will be well 

rewarded.  ($105.00)    ★★★★★ 
https://www.yarrayering.com/product/2019-pinot-noir/ 

 
2018 Quiet Mutiny Venus Rising Tasmania Pinot Noir   We’ve 
heaped praise on this wine before, and it certainly didn’t let us down in 
this all-important tasting. Powerful dark cherry aroma and flavours are 
very much to the fore. It’s a plush, satisfying pinot with delightfully fine 

tannins.  ($48.00)   ★★★★★ 
https://quietmutiny.wine/products/venus-rising-2018-pinot-
noir#:~:text=Venus%20Rising%20is%20a%20Pinot,with%20her%20dri
ve%20and%20focus. 
 
2018 Colmar Estate Block 3 Orange Pinot Noir   This is a very bright 
red berry-scented wine with a hint of dried herb complexity. The long 

palate is silky and beautifully balanced.  ($55.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://colmarestate.com.au/products/2018-block-3-pinot-noir 

      
2018 Paringa Estate Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir   The 
fragrance of this pinot is captivating. However, this is no simple “pretty” 
wine. The length of flavour, fineness and balance place it among the 

best.  ($65.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://paringaestate.com.au/product/paringa-estate-pinot-
noir/#:~:text=The%20nose%20is%20complex%20and,and%20a%20lo
ng%20savoury%20finish. 
 
2019 Clyde Park Estate Geelong Pinot Noir   Good depth of colour. 
The cherry nose is bright, showing attractive whole-bunch complexity. 
This is an intense, long pinot with delightfully savoury tannins.  ($45.00)  

★★★★☆ 
https://clydepark.com.au/product/2019-estate-pinot-noir/ 

 
2018 Rill House Dashing Red Fox Macedon Ranges Pinot Noir A 
perfumed red berry style with a touch of stemmy complexity. The long 
palate and very fine tannins are quite captivating. It’s a stylish pinot that 

clearly reflects its cool origins. (No longer available)   ★★★★☆ 

 
2019 Paringa Estate The Paringa Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir  
A powerful red berry/cherry style with nicely integrated oak. It displays 
excellent depth, with a fine structure to match.  (Not yet available)  

★★★★☆  

     
2019 Bream Creek Vineyard Estate Tasmania Pinot Noir   The 
fragrant cherry/strawberry aromas have considerable appeal. It’s 
drinking quite well, being generously flavoured and supple. ($35.00)   

★★★★ 
https://www.nicks.com.au/2019-bream-creek-pinot-noir 

 
2018 Merricks Estate Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir   Light 
colour. The fresh red berry/cherry aromas lead into persistent fruit and 

balanced tannins. Good drinking. (Not yet available)  ★★★★ 
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2018 Colmar Estate Block 1 Orange Pinot Noir   Attractive cherry 
fruit with a slightly charry overtone. Good initial flavour fades just a little 
on the finish. Nevertheless there’s plenty of drinking pleasure to be had. 

($65.00)   ★★★★ 
https://colmarestate.com.au/products/2018-block-1-pinot-noir 
 
2018 Colmar Estate Reserve Orange Pinot Noir   The fresh cherry 
characteristics are supported by a slightly toasty influence. Rich red 

fruitiness flows the length of the palate. ($55.00)   ★★★★ 
https://colmarestate.com.au/products/2018-reserve-pinot-noir 
 
2019 Merricks Estate Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir   Very pale 
colour. The complex undergrowth overtones challenge the light red 
berry aromas, but the palate delivers satisfying fruit and balanced 

tannins. (Not yet released)  ★★★★ 
 
2018 Clyde Park Single Block College F Geelong Pinot Noir   Light 
colour. A complex red berry style showing some stems character. The 

structure is firm, but the core of rich fruit is pleasing. ($75.00)  ★★★★ 
https://clydepark.com.au/product/2018-single-block-college-f-pinot-
noir/ 
 
2019 Linear Wines Tumbarumba Pinot Noir   The fresh light cherry 
nose is attractive, and there’s just enough fruit to carry the toasty oak and 

lively acid. ($30.00)   ★★★★ 
https://www.linearwines.com.au/shop/product/2019-pinot-noir 
 
2018 Cannibal Creek Gippsland Pinot Noir   Pale colour. Attractively 

perfumed, but needs more palate weight.    ★★★☆ 

 
2015 Clyde Park Single Block D Geelong Pinot Noir   Certainly 
complex, but showing obvious maturity. Still has enough fruit for 

pleasant drinking.   ★★★☆ 
 

This was a very strong collection of pinot noirs. As usual, styles varied, 

but freshness, length and intensity of fruit won the day. 

 

Judges 

Bryan Currie – Hungerford Hill 

Andrew Graham – Oz Wine Review 

Lex Howard – Winewise 

Lester Jesberg – Winewise 

David Yeates – Winewise 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 

https://colmarestate.com.au/products/2018-block-1-pinot-noir
https://colmarestate.com.au/products/2018-reserve-pinot-noir
https://clydepark.com.au/product/2018-single-block-college-f-pinot-noir/
https://clydepark.com.au/product/2018-single-block-college-f-pinot-noir/
https://www.linearwines.com.au/shop/product/2019-pinot-noir
http://winewise.net.au/

