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Shiraz 
 

s always, the strength of this class is mightily impressive. Shiraz 
produces the goods in almost every mainland wine region, but it 
was the traditional homes of shiraz -  Barossa Valley, McLaren 

Vale and the Hunter Valley – that came up trumps this time. There are 
many wines for you to savour. 
 

                                                   
 

Medallion Winner   2017 Shingleback Unedited  McLaren 
Vale Shiraz   This is a stunning wine in terms of varietal character and 
regionality. The opulent fresh blackberry and dark chocolate 
characteristics are irresistible, and the long, perfectly poised palate is 

completely satisfying. ($69.95)   ★★★★★ 
https://www.shingleback.com.au/wine/unedited-shiraz-2017 
 
 

Medallion Winner   2019 Andrew Thomas Kiss Hunter 
Valley Shiraz   Here’s another regional gem. It’s vibrant, floral and 
spicy, with beautifully integrated oak, and is a classic example of 

medium-bodied shiraz.  ($85.00)   ★★★★★ 
https://www.thomaswines.com.au/product/2019-Kiss-
Shiraz?pageID=E1118E82-ECA7-E57A-BE85-
211B0FDD70FF&sortBy=DisplayOrder&maxRows=10& 
 
 
 
 

A 
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Medallion Winner  2018 Peter Lehmann VSV Hearnden 
Barossa Shiraz  The label says Barossa, but to be precise, this is a single 
vineyard Eden Valley wine. The cooler environment shows in the 
fragrant raspberry aromas together with a hint of black pepper. This is a 
classy, stylish shiraz that offers cellaring potential and excellent value. 

($45.00)   ★★★★★   
https://www.winesquare.com.au/catalog/product/view/id/16440/s/20
18-peter-lehmann-vsv-hearnden-shiraz-barossa-valley/ 
 
2014 Tintilla Estate Patriarch Hunter Valley Shiraz   A powerful 
earthy red berry classically Hunter shiraz of great depth. This wine was 

made to cellar - and it will – with distinction.  ($80.00)   ★★★★☆  
https://tintilla.com.au/shop/patriarch-syrah/ 
 
2013 Peregrine Ridge Limited Release French Oak Heathcote 
Shiraz   An excellent expression of spicy red berry shiraz, with very well 
handled oak. An intense, firm, complete dry red. Cellar.  ($50.00)   

★★★★☆ 
https://peregrineridge.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Order-
Form-Heathcote-on-Show-Format-Nov-2020.pdf 
 
2017 Andrew Thomas Elenay Hunter Valley Shiraz   A vibrant red 
berry/plum, medium-bodied shiraz with attractive oak enhancement. A 

classic modern Hunter Valley red.  ($55.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.thomaswines.com.au/product/2019-Elenay-Shiraz 
 
2019 Lerida Estate Cullerin Canberra District Syrah   The spicy, 
floral red fruits nose is particularly attractive. This is an intense medium-
bodied style of considerable length, and the fine, firm tannins provide 

precise balance.  (Not yet released)    ★★★★☆ 
 

https://www.winesquare.com.au/catalog/product/view/id/16440/s/2018-peter-lehmann-vsv-hearnden-shiraz-barossa-valley/
https://www.winesquare.com.au/catalog/product/view/id/16440/s/2018-peter-lehmann-vsv-hearnden-shiraz-barossa-valley/
https://tintilla.com.au/shop/patriarch-syrah/
https://peregrineridge.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Order-Form-Heathcote-on-Show-Format-Nov-2020.pdf
https://peregrineridge.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Order-Form-Heathcote-on-Show-Format-Nov-2020.pdf
https://www.thomaswines.com.au/product/2019-Elenay-Shiraz
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2019 Mount Avoca Estate Organic Pyrenees Shiraz   Yet another 
stylish, satisfying good-value wine from Mount Avoca. It’s rich, ripe, 
powerful and sumptuous, packed with red and dark berry flavours.  

($28.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://mountavoca.com/collections/estate-range-new-
design/products/estate-2019-pyrenees-shiraz 
 

2017 Glenlofty Ridge Block Pyrenees Shiraz   The spicy blackberry 
fruit has considerable appeal. Firm but balanced tannins suggest that this 

wine will benefit from more time in bottle.    ★★★★☆ 
https://www.glenloftywines.com.au/wine 

 

2017 Shingleback Davey Estate McLaren Vale Shiraz   The pristine 
mulberry and blackberry aromas are seductive, and the rich, delicious 

palate follows on beautifully. ($25.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.shingleback.com.au/wine/shingleback-davey-estate-shiraz-
2017 
 

2017 Glenlofty Estate Pyrenees Shiraz   Quite spicy, with a faint hint 
of mint. A well structured red with the fruit power to carry the firmness. 

An excellent regional style.    ★★★★☆ 
https://www.glenloftywines.com.au/wine/ 
 

2018 Purple Hands Barossa Valley Shiraz  This is a delicious full-
bodied shiraz showing the classic Barossa blackberry characteristics. 
Both skin tannins and oak are beautifully managed, creating a seamless 

palate.  ($30.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.purplehandswines.com.au/product/2018-barossa-valley-
shiraz/ 
 

2018 Taltarni Estate Old Vine Pyrenees Shiraz  A wine of power, 
freshness and structure, packed with dark berry fruit matched to firm 
tannins. Here we have the classic Taltarni density of flavour in a wine of 

precise balance. Definitely one to cellar. (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
 

2018 Shingleback Red Knot McLaren Vale Shiraz  This is a 
beautifully made shiraz for drinking in the short term. It’s vibrant, 
flavour-packed and balanced by fine tannins. Exceptional value.  ($15.00)  

★★★★☆ 
https://www.shingleback.com.au/wine/red-knot-shiraz-2018 
 

2018 Bleasdale The Powder Monkey Langhorne Creek Shiraz  A 
rich, balanced shiraz in which hints of beetroot, spices and dried herbs 
add to the dark berry varietal character. A good each-way choice to enjoy 

short term and/or cellar. (Not yet released)  ★★★★☆ 
 

2018 Miners Ridge AT Grampians Shiraz  A vibrant, rich, fruit-driven 
style with great bright deep red colour. Spiciness adds to the pristine 

varietal aroma and flavour. ($35.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://minersridge.com.au/wines/grampians-shiraz/ 
 

https://mountavoca.com/collections/estate-range-new-design/products/estate-2019-pyrenees-shiraz
https://mountavoca.com/collections/estate-range-new-design/products/estate-2019-pyrenees-shiraz
https://www.glenloftywines.com.au/wine
https://www.shingleback.com.au/wine/shingleback-davey-estate-shiraz-2017
https://www.shingleback.com.au/wine/shingleback-davey-estate-shiraz-2017
https://www.glenloftywines.com.au/wine/
https://www.purplehandswines.com.au/product/2018-barossa-valley-shiraz/
https://www.purplehandswines.com.au/product/2018-barossa-valley-shiraz/
https://www.shingleback.com.au/wine/red-knot-shiraz-2018
https://minersridge.com.au/wines/grampians-shiraz/
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2019 Sanguine Estate Progeny Heathcote Shiraz   This wine always 
over-delivers at the price point. Spicy red berry aromas flow through to a 
palate of length, power and structure. Regionality and varietal character 

are very much to the fore.  ($25.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://sanguinewines.com.au/shop/2019-progeny-
shiraz/?v=6cc98ba2045f 
 
2019 Lerida Estate Canberra District Shiraz   A vibrant shiraz 
showing fresh blackberry, violets & spice. The palate is intense and 
balanced, delivering impressively long flavour. (Not yet released)  

★★★★☆ 
 
2019 Shingleback Davey Estate McLaren Vale Shiraz   The 
blackberry and chocolate of the Vale stand out clearly in this rich, 

beautifully balanced shiraz.  (Not yet available)  ★★★★☆  
 
2019 Peerick Pyrenees Shiraz   A vibrant shiraz that’s packed with 
blackberry & spice enhanced by a hint of whole bunch character. The 

palate delivers flavour, balance and freshness.  ($29.95)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.peerick.com.au/product/2019-shiraz/ 
 
2019 Mount Avoca Estate Organic Old Vine Pyrenees Shiraz   Deep 
colour. Rich, fresh intense blackberry flavours impress in this powerful 

and firm shiraz.   ($38.000   ★★★★☆ 
https://mountavoca.com/collections/estate-range-new-
design/products/estate-2019-old-vine-shiraz 
 
2019 Andrew Thomas Elenay Hunter Valley Shiraz   A bright and 
spicy shiraz with precise oak integration and a long, fine, fresh finish.  

($55.00)    ★★★★☆ 
https://www.thomaswines.com.au/product/2019-Elenay-Shiraz 
 
2017 Sanguine Estate Progeny Heathcote Shiraz   The spicy red 
berry fruit has a complex, slightly mature edge. Fine tannins balance a 

palate of good length.  (Not available)   ★★★★ 
 
2018 Peter Lehmann VSV Valley View Barossa Road Shiraz  A 
dense, firm, powerful shiraz with no shortage of regional or varietal 
character. It’s a little oaky and raw at the moment. Give it time. (Not yet 

released)  ★★★★ 
 
2017 Blue Pyrenees Richardson Shiraz   The fresh mixed berry nose 
carries a hint of mint. The finish is firm and impressively long.  One to 

cellar. ($60.00)  ★★★★ 
https://www.bluepyrenees.com.au/products/23826-richardson-shiraz/ 
 
2019 Tellurian Pastiche Heathcote Shiraz   The fresh dark 
berry/spice nose has considerable appeal. A plush, well balanced shiraz. 

($29.00)    ★★★★ 
https://heathcotewinehub.com.au/products/tellurian-pastiche-shiraz-
2015 
 
2016 Wynns Black Label Coonawarra Shiraz   A vibrant spicy 
blackberry style with well handled oak. It’s long,  fine and medium-

bodied. ($40.00)   ★★★★ 

https://sanguinewines.com.au/shop/2019-progeny-shiraz/?v=6cc98ba2045f
https://sanguinewines.com.au/shop/2019-progeny-shiraz/?v=6cc98ba2045f
https://www.peerick.com.au/product/2019-shiraz/
https://mountavoca.com/collections/estate-range-new-design/products/estate-2019-old-vine-shiraz
https://mountavoca.com/collections/estate-range-new-design/products/estate-2019-old-vine-shiraz
https://www.thomaswines.com.au/product/2019-Elenay-Shiraz
https://www.bluepyrenees.com.au/products/23826-richardson-shiraz/
https://heathcotewinehub.com.au/products/tellurian-pastiche-shiraz-2015
https://heathcotewinehub.com.au/products/tellurian-pastiche-shiraz-2015
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2016 Reillys Old Vine Stolen Block Clare Valley Shiraz   Strongly 
varietal blackberry aromas. An opulent and mouthfilling shiraz with a 

firm finish. ($65.00)   ★★★★ 
 
2018 Shingleback Davey Estate McLaren Vale Shiraz   A substantial 
shiraz in all respects – purple colour, rich dark berry fruit and matching 
tannins. A hint of rose petal enhances the vibrant nose. (Not yet 

available)   ★★★★ 
 
2018 Orlando Centenary Hill Barossa Shiraz  This is an intense dark 
berry shiraz with its fair share of oak. The oak drives the finish, but the 
power and freshness of this wine may see it shine in the future.  (Not yet 

released)  ★★★★  
 
2018 Mount Avoca Estate Organic Old Vine Shiraz  A wine of 
substance, with layers of dark berry fruit. The tannins are decidedly firm 

at this stage.  ($27.50)  ★★★★  
 
2018 McWilliam's 1877 Hilltops Shiraz  Shows attractive varietal fruit, 
but the tannins and oak are quite firm. A backward style that is still 

evolving.  ($70.00)   ★★★★ 
 
2019 Rowlee Orange Region Syrah   The distinctive cool climate red 
fruits/pepper nose has considerable appeal. A well made, elegant red. 

($35.00)   ★★★★ 
 
2019 A C Byrne & Co McLaren Vale Shiraz   An attractive red fruits 
style that just needs a little more fruit for a gold medal rating. Great value 

for money. ($10.00)  ★★★★  
https://www.aldi.com.au/en/groceries/liquor/wine/wine-
detail/ps/p/ac-byrne-co-mclaren-vale-shiraz-750ml/ 
 
2019 Centare Vineyard Old Block Yarra Valley Shiraz   Fresh, spicy, 

and varietal, but a little too oaky.  ($55.00)   ★★★★ 
 
2019 Corang Estate Reserve Selection Canberra District Shiraz  
Shows attractive spicy red fruits and whole-bunch complexity in a 

medium-bodied style. ($40.00)   ★★★★ 
 
2017 Grampians Estate Streeton Reserve Shiraz   Maraschino cherry 
aromas show on the nose, leading to a cherry/red berry palate that is 

slightly lean on the finish. ($75.00)   ★★★★ 
 
2017 Brash Vineyard Single Vineyard Margaret River Shiraz   
There’s plenty of ripe dark berry fruit, but the tannins are firm, needing 

time to soften. ($34.95)  ★★★★  
 
2016 Wolf Blass Grey Label McLaren Vale Shiraz   Red and black 
berry flavours carry the well seasoned oak which contributes a dryness to 

the finish. ($35.00)   ★★★★ 
 
2018 Taltarni Estate Pyrenees Shiraz  Appealing spicy and herbal 
overtones enhance the red fruits nose. Fine, chalky, persistent tannins sit 

well on the long palate.  ($40.00)   ★★★★ 

https://www.aldi.com.au/en/groceries/liquor/wine/wine-detail/ps/p/ac-byrne-co-mclaren-vale-shiraz-750ml/
https://www.aldi.com.au/en/groceries/liquor/wine/wine-detail/ps/p/ac-byrne-co-mclaren-vale-shiraz-750ml/
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2018 Paulmara Estates Syna Barossa Valley Shiraz   There’s plenty 
of rich “sweet” fruit to be enjoyed here together with a hint of mint. 
Suitably firm tannins and high quality oak provide balance. ($60.00)  

★★★★ 
 
2018 The Tudor Central Victorian Shiraz (Aldi)    An appealingly 
drinkable shiraz showing red and blue fruits together with hints of spice. 
The fine tannins combine well with the medium-bodied fruit.  ($13.00)  

★★★★ 
 
2018 Brash Road Vineyard Margaret River Shiraz   This is a 
powerful, full bodied plummy shiraz with plenty of structure provided by 

skin tannins and oak. It needs time.  ($34.95)   ★★★★ 
 
2011 Huntington Estate Basket Dried Mudgee Shiraz   The lovely 
plummy nose is fresh and lively. This is an intense, firm, reserved shiraz 

that definitely needs time.    ★★★★  
 
2008 Dogrock Pyrenees Shiraz   An attractive spicy/blackberry shiraz 
with leathery hints. Although the palate is firm and dry, it’s packed with 

flavour.    ★★★☆ 
 
2005 Grampians Estate St Ethels Shiraz   A mature, fairly leathery 

shiraz that still has sufficient fruit for the short term.   ★★★☆ 
 
2018 Shingleback The Gate McLaren Vale Shiraz  Rich, ripe 
blackberry aromas and flavours. Showing a little reduction, but is very 

drinkable.   ★★★☆ 
 
2018 The Pawn Wine Co End Game (jeu de fin) Adelaide Hills 
Shiraz  Has plenty of varietal flavour, but is slightly forward and jammy.   

★★★☆ 
 
2018 Pepperjack Graded McLaren Vale Shiraz  A big, ripe shiraz with 

iodine overtones.   ★★★☆ 
 
2018 Freycinet Tasmania Shiraz   The red fruits aromas and flavours 

have herbal and minty overtones. Needs more fruit weight.   ★★★☆ 
 
2019 McWilliam's 480 Shiraz   A ripe red berry shiraz with faint herbal 

notes. The palate has adequate intensity.  ★★★☆ 
 
2018 Yalumba Paradox Barossa Shiraz  Has enough fruit, but it’s 

plain, lacking vibrancy.   ★★★ 
 
2018 Pikes The E.W.P Clare Valley Shiraz  The fresh dark fruits 

aromas and flavours struggle with the charry oak.   ★★★ 
 
2018 Mount Majura Vineyard Canberra District Shiraz  Fresh, but 

on the lean side, showing some whole-bunch, minty overtones.   ★★★ 
 
2018 Pikes Eastside Clare Valley Shiraz  The red fruits characteristics 

are on the light side, tapering off on the finish.   ★★★ 
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2019 McWilliam's Barwang Regional Shiraz   The spicy, herbal notes 

add complexity to the nose, but the palate needs more drive.    ★★★ 
 
2018 Corryton Burge Kith Barossa Shiraz  Colour shows slight 
browning. Surprisingly forward, but still offers plenty of flavour.                       

★★★ 
 
 
The fact that every wine in this tasting achieved at least bronze medal 
level says it all. Oft-forgotten, the Pyrenees region performed strongly 
and deserves your attention. 
 

 

Judges 

Bryan Currie – Hungerford Hill 

Andrew Graham – Oz Wine Review 

Lex Howard – Winewise 

Lester Jesberg – Winewise 

Deb Pearce – Winewise 

David Yeates – Winewise 

 

 

 

Our Rating Scale 

 

★★★★★ Outstanding  97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96     Gold/silver 

★★★★    Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆    Recommended  87-89  Bronze 

★★★      Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆      Agreeable  82-84 

★★        Acceptable  80-82 

★☆        Acceptable  77-79 

★          Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆          Unacceptable  71-73 

No stars       Undrinkable  <71 

 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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