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OAKRIDGE LATEST 

RELEASES 

 
 
 

ithout doubt, Yarra Valley’s Oakridge is one of the leading 
producers of chardonnay in Australia. Vintage after vintage we 
taste vibrant, complex, textural wines, and 2019 is no 

exception. Here are my views of the latest Oakridge Vineyard Series 
chardonnays and two of the best reds Oakridge has yet released. 
 
 
The 2019 Oakridge Vineyard Series Barkala Chardonnay offers a 
subtle funkiness to complement the subdued white peach and nuttiness. 
It delivers more than adequate fruit weight, but isn’t as textural as the 
other three.  ★★★★ 
 
A distinct step up is the 2019 Oakridge Vineyard Series Willowlake 
Chardonnay. Although it too is restrained, it has a little more intensity 
and mouthfeel – a chardonnay of high quality.  ★★★★☆ 
 
There’s little between the Willowlake and the 2019 Oakridge Vineyard 
Series Hazeldene Chardonnay. White peach and nougat aromas merge 
on an intense, very appealing nose, and the long, creamy palate is built 
on a strong acid line.  ★★★★☆ 
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The Henk site simply has to be one of the best sources of chardonnay in 
Australia. Although all four chardonnays are well worthy of your dollars, 
it’s the 2019 Oakridge Vineyard Series Henk Chardonnay that leads 
the group. It’s the essence of chardonnay – intense, tightly structured, 
smoothly textured, built on a foundation of racy acidity. This complex 
chardonnay is full of life, and it’s a stunner.  ★★★★★ 

 
All four Vineyard Series chardonnays are $44.00. 

https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/shop/?product_brand=128 

 

 

Speaking of Henk vineyard, it produces pinot noir that isn’t too shabby 

either. The 2019 Oakridge 864 Henk Vineyard Acqueduct Block 

Pinot Noir is a delightful dark cherry style with a touch of whole-bunch 

complexity. It’s silky, long, and so, so drinkable. ($90.00)  ★★★★☆   

https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/products/28044-864-pinot-noir-

henk-vineyard-aqueduct-block/ 

2019 Oakridge Vineyard 864 Close Planted Block Syrah  Great vivid 

colour! This is a spicy, floral shiraz with a touch of herbal whole-bunch 

complexity. It’s ready to go, fine and delicious.  ($90.00)   ★★★★☆ 

https://www.oakridgewines.com.au/products/27414-864-syrah-

oakridge-vineyard-close-planted-block/ 

Lester Jesberg 

 

Rating Scale 
★★★★★ Outstanding  97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96     Gold/silver 

★★★★    Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆    Recommended  87-89  Bronze 

★★★      Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆      Agreeable  82-84 

★★        Acceptable  80-82 

★☆        Acceptable  77-79 

★          Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆          Unacceptable  71-73 

No stars       Undrinkable  <71 

 

 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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