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2022 Championship – Sparkling 

nother very strong class which featured the cool New South 

Wales regions – Orange (Printhie/Swift) and Southern 

Highlands (Centennial). The great showing by the Chandon 

middle market duo should not be ignored. It reflects impressive work by 

the Yarra Valley-based team. 

 

                

   

Medallion Winner 2011 Swift Blanc de Blancs   The fresh, 
intense nose is greatly enhanced by brioche complexity.  Eight years on 
lees has given this wine a fine, creamy mousse that makes the long dry 
palate something special. This is unquestionably one of Australia’s finest 

sparkling wines. ($120.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://printhiewines.com.au/shop/sparkling/swift-blanc-de-blancs/ 
 

NV Centennial Vineyards Blanc de Blancs  The contest for top spot 
was very close indeed. Unassuming winemaker Tony Cosgriff quietly 
creates some gems at Centennial, and this is one of them. It shows 
citrus/apple varietal character backed up by subtle nutty notes, and the 

mousse is delightfully fine.  ($40.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.centennial.net.au/product/blancdeblancs/ 
 

A 

https://printhiewines.com.au/shop/sparkling/swift-blanc-de-blancs/
https://www.centennial.net.au/product/blancdeblancs/
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2015 Chandon Vintage Brut   This wine shows fresh, melony aromatics 
enhanced by a touch of autolysis complexity.  The palate is fine and long, 

with a perfectly balanced dry finish. ($37.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://winesellersdirect.com.au/sparkling-wines/pinot-
chardonnay/chandon-vintage-sparkling-brut-2015.html 
 

2015 Chandon Vintage Brut Rosé   Pale pink. The musky nose reflects 
the 47.2% pinot noir component. This is a wine of considerable finesse 

and flavour, with a fine structure and lively acidity. ($39.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.chandon.com.au/product/Chandon-Vintage-Brut-Ros--
2015 
 

2013 Swift Vintage   An intense, bready, complex wine that is long, dry 
and creamy. Beautifully crafted and patiently aged on lees. ($60.00)  

★★★★☆ 
https://www.wineseek.com.au/products/7406-swift-vintage-sparkling-
chardonnay-pinot-noir-2013/ 
 

2013 Wicks Estate Pamela   A very fresh wine in which bready 
autolysis character reflects extended lees age. The mousse is very fine 

and refreshing acidity lifts the finish.  (Not available)  ★★★★☆ 
https://wicksestate.com.au/ 
 

NV Swift Rosé Brut   Faint bronze tint. This is a very complex toasty 
wine with plenty of flavour, lively acidity and a fine mousse.  ($50.00)   

★★★★ 
https://printhiewines.com.au/shop/sparkling/swift-nv-rose/ 
 

2015 Sidewood Isabella Rosé Sparkling   Pale pink. Strong pinot noir 

muskiness. Plenty of flavour, structure and acidity.   ($35.00)  ★★★★ 
https://sidewood.com.au/product/2015-isabella-rose-sparkling/ 
 

NV Swift Cuvée Brut    Nutty/toast nose with slight reductive 
complexity. The palate is vibrant and creamy with xcellent length, 

mousse and acid.  ($50.00)  ★★★★ 
https://printhiewines.com.au/shop/sparkling/swift-nv-cuvee/ 
 

2019 Jack Rabbit Bellarine Sparkling Blanc de Blanc   Stone fruit 
overtones on a vibrant simple nose. Fine vigorous mousse with dosage 

sweetness to balance the acidity. ($38.00) ★★★★ 
https://www.jackrabbitvineyard.com.au/products/jack-rabbit-single-
vineyard-sparkling-blanc-de-blanc 
 

2016 Sittella Grand Vintage Marie Christien Lugten Pinot Noir   
The distinctive nose carries a faint vegetal note and some aldehyde 

complexiy. A long-flavoured, fresh, satisfying wine. ($50.00)  ★★★★ 
https://www.sittella.com.au/Wines/Sparkling 
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NV Trentham Estate Reserve Blanc de Blanc Chardonnay    ★★★☆ 
 

2017 Swift Blanc de Noirs   ★★★☆ 
 

2016 Gala Estate Vintage Sparkling Rosé - Black Label   ★★★☆ 
 

2016 Pike and Joyce MT Sparkling Chardonnay Pinot Noir   ★★★☆ 
 
2018 Oliver's Taranga The Hunt for Mrs Oliver Methode Traditionnelle 

Fiano   ★★★ 
 

2016 Josef Chromy Vintage Sparkling   ★★★ 
 

2011 Grampians Estate Kelly's Cuvée   ★★★ 
 

NV The Ridge North Lilydale Sparkling Rosé   ★★☆ 
 

2016 Sittella Grand Vintage Blanc de Blancs   ★★☆ 
 

2015 Wicks Estate Pamela   ★★☆ 
 
 

There’s no doubt that the work put into vineyard selection and 

winemaking technique by Australian sparkling wine producers is paying 

off. The Swift Blanc de Blancs came out on top not just because of 

outstanding base material, but because of the eight years en tirage. Please 

remember that time in winemaking does not come cheaply. 

 

PREVIOUS WINEWISE CHAMPIONSHIP 

WINNERS 

NV Freycinet Radenti R3 Tasmania Sparkling 

2012 Swift Vintage Brut 

2012 Pirie Vintage Sparkling 

2001 Courabyra 805 Tumbarumba 

NV Centennial Vineyards Blanc de Blancs 

2005 Brown Brothers Patricia Pinot Noir & Chardonnay Brut 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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