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Top Dozen Rieslings 

ere are the top dozen rieslings from the 2023 Winewise 

Championship. All judges were asked to grade every wine in 

the Championship as gold medal, silver, bronze or nothing. 

Each grade was given a numerical score. These are the top twelve 

rieslings based on average score. All categories will be covered in this 

way over the coming weeks. 

 

2022 Pikes The Merle Reserve Clare Valley Riesling  The lime 

blossom fragrance of Clare is clearly evident, and the palate is intense 

and long, yet delicate, built around a line of pronounced acidity that 

guarantees a long cellaring life. World-class dry riesling.  ($55.00)   

★★★★★ 

https://www.pikeswines.com.au/wine/2022-merle-reserve-riesling 

2018 Coolangatta Estate Winsome Shoalhaven Coast Riesling  The 

fresh lime aroma is classically varietal, and it’s given complexity by a faint 

bottle-age toastiness. The quality of the fruit is the star of a beautifully 

balanced palate that finishes with cleansing acidity. A triumph for the 

Shoalhaven Coast (N.S.W.) region.  ($80.00)   ★★★★★ 

https://www.coolangattaestate.com.au/shop/p/2019-savagnin-lz8c7-

jns2c-z28lt-jg8ny-gys7z 

2022 Naked Run The First Clare Valley Riesling  The reserved limey 
nose is very enticing, and is typical of Clare riesling at its best. In the 
mouth, the wine is long-flavoured, with linear acidity and a bone-dry 

finish. A regional gem that will age well.  ($25.00)   ★★★★★ 
https://www.nakedrunwines.com.au/products/the-first-riesling-1 

2021 Robert Stein Mudgee Reserve Riesling  The restrained lime 
blossom nose is exemplary, reflecting precise grape handling. This wine 
delivers intense varietal flavour with balanced acid support, and is an 

ideal cellaring style.  ($55.00)   ★★★★★ 
https://thelanecellars.com/products/robertsteinreserveriesling2018 

2016 Robert Stein Mudgee Dry Riesling  The attractive citrus nose 
features a slightly honeyed overtone. This vibrant, flavour-packed  
riesling is drinking beautifully but still has time ahead of it.  (Available as 
one bottle in a six pack including the 2022 Half Dry Riesling - see review 

below. $300.00)   ★★★★★ 
https://www.robertstein.com.au/wine/two-time-winner-best-riesling-
sydney-royal-2016-riesling-cellaring-pack-robert-stein 

2022 Mount Majura Vineyard Canberra District Riesling  The 
subdued lemony nose has floral nuances and is strongly varietal. The 
satisfying fruit is complemented by a faint sweetness and racy acidity. 

Cellaring will be rewarded. ($34.00)  ★★★★☆  
https://www.mountmajura.com.au/product/2022-riesling 
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2022 Knappstein Clare Valley Riesling  The classic lime of Clare 
extends into the stone fruit range, yet retains 100% of its vibrancy. This 
is a powerful riesling with delightfully refreshing acidity. Delicious.  

($22.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.knappstein.com.au/wine/2022-clare-valley-riesling 
 
2022 Pike and Joyce Ceder Adelaide Hills Riesling  Who thought 
the Adelaide Hills would have two wines in the top dozen? The Ceder is 
a delicate floral/lime style with great length of fruit and an 

uncompromisingly dry, acid-fresh finish.  ($30.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://pikeandjoyce.com.au/products/2022cederriesling 
 
2022 Robert Stein Half Dry Orange Riesling RS15  Being ultra-fresh, 
limey, backward, and only slightly sweet, this wine has considerable 
appeal.  It’s the epitome of the not-quite-dry Australian riesling  ($50.00)   

★★★★☆ 
https://www.robertstein.com.au/wine/2022-half-dry-riesling 
 
2020 Pressing Matters Coal River Valley Riesling R9  A very intense, 
floral-scented riesling with a mere suggestion of sweetness. The length 
and richness of flavour are backed up beautifully by fresh acidity. 

($39.35)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.tasmanianwinecentre.com.au/products/2017-pressing-
matters-r9-riesling 
 
2022 Quiet Mutiny Charlotte's Elusion Tasmania Riesling  Leaning 
more to flowers rather than citrus fruit, this riesling opens with a 
fragrance that suggests jasmine. The palate is long and acid-fresh, 

bringing to mind Granny Smith apple.  (Not yet released)    ★★★★☆ 
https://quietmutiny.wine/ 
 
2022 Shaw + Smith Adelaide Hills Riesling  A fresh, delicate style of 
good length and balance with an aroma of Fuji apples. The finish is long, 

crisply dry and delightfully cleansing.  ($36.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://www.shawandsmith.com/product/2022-Shaw---Smith-Riesling 

 

These twelve rieslings, from four different states/territories, offer a 

spectacular cross-section of all that is good with the variety in Australia 

at the moment. Special congratulations go out to Jacob Stein for making 

three wines out of the twelve and for his success in putting Mudgee 

riesling front and centre. Similarly Steve Baraglia, Senior Winemaker at 

Pikes, and through his own brand Naked Run, left his mark on the 

Championship riesling category. 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us. (Only $35 per 
year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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