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Top Dozen Chardonnays 

Here are twelve of Australia’s finest chardonnays – gold medallists all. 

2021 Orlando Lyndale Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  The classic white 
peach varietal aromas are backed up by nutty barrel ferment 
characteristics and classy French oak. This wine is the epitome of 
contemporary Australian chardonnay, with its creamy texture, long finish 

and fresh acidity. A joy to drink.  ($50.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.vntnr.co/products-orlando-lyndale-chardonnay-2021 
 
2021 Penfolds Reserve Bin A Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  The 
vibrant white peach nose is particularly intense, and is given a multi-
dimensional look by complex barrel ferment characteristics. It’s a long-
flavoured, textural chardonnay that benefits from precise oak handling. 

($124.90)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.hairydog.com.au/product/hd-penfolds-bin-a-chardonnay-
2021-750ml 
 
2021 St Hugo Eden Valley Chardonnay  The attractive union of white 
peach and toasty oak is a winner, as is the intensity of flavour. All this is 
topped off by an appealing creamy mouthfeel. Spot-on chardonnay. 
($40.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.sthugo.com/signature-collection-eden-valley-chardonnay-
2021 
 
2021 Brokenwood Indigo Vineyard Beechworth Chardonnay  
Another brilliant example of contemporary Australian chardonnay. It’s 
complex, textural, long and perfectly balanced, with a fresh acid lift. 

There’s plenty in the glass.  ($75.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.brokenwood.com.au/wines 
 
2021 Sidewood Mappinga Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  The fresh 
white peach/grapefruit aromas benefit from a hint of funky barrel 
ferment input. An utterly satisfying chardonnay with a persistent, acid-

fresh finish.  (No yet released)  ★★★★☆ 
https://sidewood.com.au/shop/ 
 
 

 
 

2021 Pike and Joyce Sirocco Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  The pink 
grapefruit and white peach perfumes are enticing, and are reinforced by 
richness of flavour and a fine textural structure. Great value. ($29.00)  

★★★★☆ 
https://www.winesquare.com.au/catalog/product/view/id/24918/s/20
21-pike-joyce-sirocco-chardonnay-adelaide-hills/ 
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2021 Dalrymple Cave Block Tasmania Chardonnay  The cool 
climate grapefruit aroma is enhanced by subtle nutty lees overtones. A 

tight, textural wine with great appeal.  (Not yet available)  ★★★★☆ 
 
2021 Xanadu Reserve Margaret River Chardonnay  Vibrant white 
stone-fruit aromas are supported by subtle lees and oak 

characteristics. Lively acidity lifts the finish.  ($110.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://xanaduwines.com/product/2021-reserve-chardonnay/ 
 
2020 Santolin Gladysdale Yarra Valley Chardonnay  A beautifully 
made chardonnay from a decidedly cool sub-region of the Yarra Valley. 
The fresh white peach and pink grapefruit aromas are enhanced by 
subtle oak inputs, and the long, creamy palate is a delight.  ($45.00)  

★★★★☆ 
https://santolinwines.com.au/products/2020-santolin-gladysdale-
chardonnay 
 
2021 Coppabella Tumbarumba Single Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Moppity Vineyards) The fresh grapefruit/apple nose benefits from 
just a lick of vanilla oak. Impressive fruit intensity is balanced by 

refreshing linear acidity. Value ++.  ($29.00)   ★★★★☆ 
https://coppabella.com.au/product/2021-single-vineyard-chardonnay/ 
 
2021 Shaw + Smith M3 Adelaide Hills Chardonnay  The M3 is 
consistently listed among Australia’s best chardonnays, and the 2021 
again earns its place. The restrained white peach and nougat aromas are 

captivating. The palate is long and creamy.  ($50.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://bestcellars.com.au/products/shaw-smith-m3-chardonnay-2021 
 
2021 Collector Tiger Tiger Tumbarumba Chardonnay  The Tiger 
Tiger has really been making its mark over the past few vintages. The 
funky white peach/grapefruit nose is very appealing, as is the textural, 

long palate.  ($37.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.winestar.com.au/collector-tiger-tiger-chardonnay-2021 

 

Our Rating Scale 
 

★★★★★ Outstanding  97-100 pts Gold medal 

★★★★☆ Highly Recommended   93-96     Gold/silver 

★★★★    Recommended   90-92  Silver  

★★★☆    Recommended  87-89  Bronze 

★★★      Agreeable  85-87  Bronze 

★★☆      Agreeable  82-84 

★★        Acceptable  80-82 

★☆        Acceptable  77-79 

★          Barely Acceptable 74-76 

☆          Unacceptable  71-73 

No stars       Undrinkable  <71 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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