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Top Dozen Shiraz 

 

he quality of Australian shiraz at the moment is breathtaking. 

Forget about paying ridiculous sums of money for over-hyped 

wines, this entire selection is worthy of a place in any cellar. It 

was so difficult to limit it to twelve that we’ve made it a baker’s dozen. 

 

2021 Saint & Scholar Graduates Collection Adelaide Hills Shiraz  
The floral, red fruits, spice nose is utterly captivating, and the delivery of 
sensory pleasure continues on the long, silky palate. Some sites in the 
Adelaide Hills are definitely sweet spots for shiraz, and this wine 
exemplifies all that’s great for region and variety. Is there a better shiraz 

bargain at the moment? We don’t think so. ($30.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://saintandscholar.com.au/products/2021-saint-scholar-shiraz 
 
2021 Thomas Wines Elenay Hunter Valley Shiraz  The dark cherry 
aromas are vibrant and captivating, complemented by a whiff of high-
quality oak imparting a hint of vanilla. Impressive depth of flavour 
balances fine, persistent tannins and oak. Cellaring will be rewarded. 

($60.00)   ★★★★★ 
https://www.thomaswines.com.au/product/2021-Elenay-Shiraz 
 
2020 Sutton Grange Fairbank Central Victoria Syrah  The scent of 

blackberry is given an extra dimension by hints of star anise and black 

pepper. The fruit weight is impressive, as are the freshness and fine, firm 

tannins. Although enjoyable now, this shiraz will evolve positively for 

several years.  ($35.00)   ★★★★★ 

https://suttongrange.com.au/products/2020-fairbank-syrah 
 
2018 Gartelmann Diedrich Orange Region Shiraz  The appealing 
floral, red berry aromas carry an attractive dusting of spice. This leads 
through to a satisfying, vibrant palate balanced by fine, savoury tannins 
and enlivened by regional acidity. A stylish expression of shiraz from 

N.S.W.’s Orange region. ($65.00)   ★★★★★ 

https://www.gartelmann.com.au/product/2018-Gartelmann--Diedrich--
Shiraz 
 
2021 Shaw + Smith Balhannah Vineyard Adelaide Hills Shiraz   
Great, almost glowing, colour. The nose is fragrantly spicy, showing 
some whole bunch complexity, and the palate is fine and long, packed 

with vivacious varietal fruit. (Not yet released)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.shawandsmith.com/ 
 
2019 Lerida Estate Single Vineyard Shiraz Viognier  A brilliant dark 
cherry/floral style with a delightfully fine, velvety palate. It’s a first class 
example of what the Canberra district can deliver. Definitely cellar-

worthy.  (Available in magnum $180)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.leridaestate.com.au/shop-wines/LIMITED-RELEASE-
SHIRAZ-VIOGNIER-MAGNUM-p510298760 
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2021 Farmer & The Scientist Heathcote Shiraz  The fresh red 
berry/spice nose has considerable appeal, and the palate is fine, long and  

silky. A strongly varietal regional wine. (Sold out)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.farmerandthescientist.com/ 
 
2019 Sanguine Estate Progeny Heathcote Shiraz  A fresh spicy 
blackberry-scented shiraz that is plush and very inviting. (Not available) 

★★★★★ 
https://sanguinewines.com.au/ 
 
2016 Orlando Centenary Hill Barossa Shiraz  Rich, ripe, and fresh, 
with excellent fruit weight and structure. Oak certainly plays its part, but 

is in balance. Cellar ten years at least.  (Not yet available)   ★★★★★ 
https://www.orlandowines.com/ 
 
2021 Longview Vineyard Yakka Adelaide Hills Shiraz  A delightfully 
silky, fine shiraz showing rose petal and red fruits fragrances. It’s a 

pleasure to drink it now, but it will age well.  ($30.00)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.longviewvineyard.com.au/product/2021-yakka-shiraz 
 
2021 Smallwater Estate Geographe Shiraz  Violets and dark cherries 
mingle in the bouquet. A delicious, long-flavoured shiraz that is 
beginning to drink well, and will continue to do so for several years. (Not 

yet available).  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.smallwaterestate.com/ 
 
2021 Heathcote Winery Cravens Place Shiraz  The intense dark berry 
and spice aromas are very appealing. This is a vibrant, rich shiraz  that is 

drinking beautifully. ($20.80) ★★★★☆ 
Sold out at winery. Twelve bottles available here  
https://www.stellawines.com.au/product/heathcote-winery-cravens-
place-shiraz/ 
https://heathcotewinery.com.au/ 
 
2018 Yalumba The Octavius Shiraz  The intense blackberry aroma 
and flavour carry quite a lot of oak but do so comfortably. A substantial 

cellaring style.  (Not yet released)  ★★★★☆ 
https://www.yalumba.com/shop/premium-wines/the-octavius-shiraz 

 

 

 

 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us. (Only $35 per 
year)   http://winewise.net.au/ 
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