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Other Dry Whites 
leven different grape varieties were awarded Championship 

gold medals in this grouping of wines. If we exclude widely 

planted sauvignon blanc and pinot gris, we still have nine. Of 

those, I consider five to be notable, ground-breaking wines. 

 

2023 MMAD Vineyard Blewitt Springs Chenin Blanc An 
impressively rich, apple-like varietal nose is enhanced by a subtle 
nuttiness. This wine is rich and textural with an attractive chalky grip, 

and a fresh acid follow-through.  ($50.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.nicks.com.au/products/2023-mmad-vineyard-chenin-
blanc 

Also available from the winery in 375 ml bottles for $29.00. 
https://shop.mmadvineyard.com/product/2023-MMAD-Chenin-
Blanc-Half-Bottle 

Chenin blanc cuttings from South Africa were planted in the Swan 
Valley in 1829. Cuttings from those vines gradually found their way to 
the eastern states, so chenin blanc is anything but new in Australia. The 
first readily available chenin blancs I recall were the Moondah Brook 
Estate wines of the 1980s from Gingin, about 75km north of Perth. 

However, little was done to lift chenin blanc out of the “workhorse” or 
blending category, and that remained its station in life. MMAD, a 
project of the team at Shaw + Smith, obviously decided to do 
something about that. This wine comes from 60 year old vines, and 
although I haven’t confirmed it, I see the influence of the dry wines of 
Saumur in the Loire Valley of France. 

Get aboard the MMAD train for a fascinating ride.  
https://www.mmadvineyard.com/mmad-allocation/ 
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2024 Briar Ridge Limited Release Hunter Valley Albariño   The 
nose is perfumed and authentic (using the best Spanish examples as a 
guide). Tropical fruits and rose petals are discernible, as are citrus notes. 
Apart from arousing the senses of smell and taste, this wine delivers a 

tactile experience by way of a fine, lingering grip. ($40.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.briarridge.com.au/product/2024-Limited-Release-
Albarino 

Albariño is planted in a wide range of sites around Australia, and we’ll 
monitor its progress with interest. My attention was first drawn to 
Hunter Valley albariño by Andrew Margan a few years ago, and this 
outstanding example from Briar Ridge adds further justification to 
Andrew’s enthusiasm.  

 
2023 Billy Button The Versatile Vermentino  We’ve encountered so 
many fresh but neutral vermentinos that we’ve begun to consider them 
to be the norm for the variety. But wait. There are always exceptions. 
Here’s one of them, and we’ll go on record by declaring it to be the 
best Australian vermentino we’ve tasted so far. It’s made from 
Myrtleford (Victorian Alpine Valleys) fruit.  

The vibrant aromas and flavours suggest citrus and pear, and the wine 
really comes into its own on the long, intense, textural palate. 
Outstanding fruit was obviously selected and treated with considerable 

flair in the winery. Well done.  ($32.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.billybuttonwines.com.au/product/2023-billy-button-the-
versatile-vermentino 

  
2024 Gartelmann Del’s Central Ranges Picpoul  The attractive 
lemony nose is varietal and engaging. Good fruit is backed up by a 
strong line of acidity leading to a satisfying, dry finish. Picpoul is the 
varietal white usually offered with oysters in the south of France. I 
often felt that it missed the mark, and opted for muscadet. This 
Australian example is indeed suitable for consumption with oysters, 
having the linear acidity most southern France picpouls don’t deliver.  

($45.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://www.gartelmann.com.au/product/2024-Gartelmann-Del-s-
Picpoul 

  
2024 Hungerford Hill Hilltops Fiano  The honey, floral and stone 
fruit characteristics of fiano are clearly present, but this example doesn’t 
stray into fat, oily territory. It’s long-flavoured and is given structure by 

positive phenolics.  ($30.00)  ★★★★★ 
https://hungerfordhill.com.au/products/classic-fiano-hilltops-2024 

Without question, this is one of Australia’s leading examples of fiano, a 
variety that is slowly winning over consumers. It’s wines like the 
Hungerford Hill that are leading the variety forward. 
 

Lester Jesberg 

If you’re not a Winewise subscriber, please join us. (Only $35 per 

year)   http://winewise.net.au/2 
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